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PREFACE. 



Ths Letters, oompxiring the preeent volume, were written i» 
Pavis* to the Editor of a Daily Advertiier, in which thejr 
were originally puhliahed. The oommendation, which they 
xeoeiYed at the time firom the newipaper press thronghont 
the oonntry, has encouraged the issne of them in this form* 

Though the writer's residence in the French metropolis 
was designed for his improyement in medical science, he 
deemed it not incompatible with this great object to make 
himself familiar with the language and characteristics of 
the great and interesting people, with whom he was so» 
jouming. And he felt, in communicating his own im- 
pressions to the public^ and his friends at home, that h» 
was making the former the partidpators of his acquis!^ 
tions— such as they were; and the latter, of some of hia- 
plsasores; while, at the same time, the oTanescent forma 
of a multitude of objects and events obtained "a haUtatioft 
and a name^ in his memory, by being daguerreotyped Uk 
the very moment of their vanishing away forever. 

• It if neeesNry to ttttt that this work was writm a short ptilod 
pterioustothtFitBehRsiToltttioBOfiaia. Ed. 



X PREFACE. 

No ono mnsfc be bo unreasonable, as to look for new dig- 
ooveries in a city, which has become the paradise of travel- 
lers, with their hundred eyes and tongaes. All, that now 
remains possible, is to observe the changes of the social 
kaleiposcope, and copy the old materials, as they group 
themselves in new attitudes and forms. Such is the charac« 
teristic of the book, as its title was intended to express. 

Save an occasional explanatory paragraph, the letters are 
now reprinted from the columns of the newspaper, without 
change. Much as they would be benefited by a revisal, the 
author has shrunk from a labour, which would interfere too 
much with his daily professional duties. 

A. E. G. 
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OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. 



I. 

Diary at Sea. Arrival at Havre. Custom House Agreeabilities. Ancor- 

Tille and its Gardens. 

At Sea^ October 6th. 

*Tis a week since my departure from New-York^ and I 
rejoice to be on deck again, able to write you a few lines^ 
with a horrible naasea, however, still upon me. 

Tuesday, 8th October. Lat. 41 deg. 45 min. 

A fresh attack of sickness sent me below, and, in ad- 
dition, heavy gales have since rendered it useless to at- 
tempt to write. Yesterday morning I saw a very beauti- 
ibl rainbow, apparently only a few rods from the ship^ 
spanning an entire arch. I remembered the old proverb, 
but the day proved beautiful notwithstanding. On Friday 
last, a sudden squall of wind and rain struck and nearly 
capsized us. Three men at the wheel, the captain being 
one, could not move it for some moments. All hands 
were soon on deck, and the sails were rapidly and suc- 
cessfully clewed up, taken in, reefed, &c., and the danger 
was ijast ; soon all was fair again. On Sunday night the 
captain was taken severely sick, and I prescribed for 
him as well as my dizziness would permit. The wind 
fineehened into a gale, and blew much harder than on the 
day I intended to have sailed. I went on deck several 
times, and beheld the beauty and grr&ndeur of the waves. 

After the wind had been blowing a gale all day, to- 

B 
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ward night the sea was literally mountainous ; nor were 
the waves more remarkable for size^ than colour. 
Just as they broke^ their dark blue changed to — what shcdl 
I call it ? — another shade of blue, perhaps, but so inde- 
scribably resplendent and dazzling, that I am convinced 
the sublime pencil of Titian himself never caught so celes- 
tial a tint. To-day a large hawk, perhaps an eagle, 
lighted for some minutes on our yards, but, as if in de- 
rision of our white canvass^ soon spread his wings^ and 
Bailed around and ofi. 

Friday. Lat. 41 deg. 54 min. Long. 45 deg. 25 min. 

Several days, you see, are passed since I last wrote, 
and I cannot perceive that I am any nearer the promised 
land, than before. The. captain jocosely remarks, thM" 
we are now about " half seas over," and then — " what 
then?" as Sterne says. We have an excellent captain, 
crew and ship. 

Sunday, 13th. — How tiresome is a sea life! I cannot 
conceive, how a bustling yankee can ever get inured to 
it 

Tuesday, 22nd Oct. — ^While you are imagining me near 
my port of destination, I am, on the contrary, many hun* 
dred miles away, viz : in long. 18 deg. lat. 43 deg. 5 min. 
"We have had, since I last wrote, a succession of squally 
weather and head winds, &c. It seems to me, that there 
is but one place, to which I desire to go sufficiently ta 
make another voyage, and that is — Home. Methinks I 
shall have grey hairs before I see France. 

" A life on the ocean wave, and a home on the rolling deep," 

is very good poetry, but to my taste an indifferent sort of 
house keeping. " The cloud-kissing waves," and the 
** foam-crested sea," one may imagine to look very pretty, 
but — when the waves kiss the clouds, because the latter 
stoop to the embrace, and when the bowels of the spec* 
tator yearn, not with sympathy and tenderness, but sea* 
sickness — *tis quite a different matter. 

Sunday, 27th. — Doubtless you are figuring to yoor^ 
selves my occupation in Paris ; but, alas, I am yet maiiy 
a mile distant. The smart s. w. wmds, which have 
blown for the last two days have buoyed us along the 
^chilly Isles. Last evening the wind changed to s. £• 
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1^ s. which entirely prevents our entering^ the Channel, 
and here we lie, beating aboat with a heavy sea, in the 
company of several vessels. I have been amused doring^ 
the last week in watching some porpoises gamboling aroond 
pur ship ; and this morning was wet through while stand- 
ing on deck, by the spray from a wave^ which broke 
against our side. 

Wednesday. — Last evening spoke a London packet^, 
who will probably report us. The English far-famed fog 
envelopes us closely. A very heavy rolling sea causes a 
return of sickness. 

Saturday evsnino, Nov. 2nd. — Still in the Channel-^ 
wind yet ahead — over thirty- three days out. Last night 
it blew the heaviest gale we have had yet, and we had a 
lee shore. Butter, potatoes, and fresh provisions long 
ago gone. Shall we ever get in ? The Lord only knows. 

Saturday, Nov. 3d. — This is truly a fine day, though 
it has snowed, and the heavens are filled with clouds, 
and the weather very cold ; for I have seen land — th» 
pilot is on board — and to-morrow, (what a blessed word 
to-morrow is I) I shall go on shore ! The St. Nicholas,, 
being one day ahead, has been in port eight days, having 
entered the Channel just before we were blown off. My 
fingers and feet are covered with chilblains, and my red 
nose projects fiercely through my moustache and beard. 

Wednesday, 6th, — Havre^where I arrived last evening 
at five p. M. still retains me. Sunday morning we arrived 
in the Roads, and there we lay till last evening, as the 
water was not high enough for the ship to enter the dock 
gates. 

After so long a period spent on-ship-board, one could 
almost find happiness on a barren island. A ship ha9 
been compared to many things — I would give it the titl» 
of menagerie; for besides whales, porpoises, and sharks, 
yon see strange beasts there, which, though inferior in 
flize^ do not affect the feelings less. Such is the bed-bug, 
^&e red rover of the sea," and the more agile flea, which 
always swarm in cotton laden ships. Both are rare 
''phlebotomizers." The little dark weevil finding hia 
kingdom in the crevices of the ship-bread " taken from 
him and given to a stranger," flies for his life, as you 
raise it to your lips. To these one soon becomes accus- 
i(»ned as well as to the rats, who nightly open avenues 
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limragh yonr clothes to the dainty cramb concealed in 
•ome of their folds. Sea-sickness may be enjoyed a 
fortnight together on yonr back, and also a sadden 
translation from the berth to the middle of the cabin floor, 
as the ship may chance to take a sadden larch— when 
they are over. 

We mast leave these things, however pleasant in the 
jecollection, and observe the ship as she enters the dock. 
8anday morning, we arrived in the Boads, and there we 
lay till last evening, as the water was not high enough to 
enter the dock gates. These docks are bat large basins 
of water confined by gates, not differing, except in 
magnitnde, from those of oar canals. The tide here 
jising and falling twenty feet, the rush of water other* 
wise would leave them expossd to danger from the 
2>ottom, when heavily laden, from its shallowness at ebb 
tide. Into this dock we rushed with all the speed, which 
a flood tide, a strong wind behind and a stronger swell 
firom the Channel, could give us. To the unaccustomed 
eye, we were in constant danger of running into the pier- 
head, whose massive buttresses project far into the sea, 
or the shipping moored along its sides. Fortunately, just 
as the danger seemed imminent, a hawser, apparently 
atretched by unknown hands, restrained our headlong 
course. The quay is crowded with people, whose 
tmcouth garments divert the attention from the imaginary 
danger. 

The pier is the grand promenade for the city; and 
ladies, soldiers, peasants — the whole community almost, 
are gathered there to witness the entrance of two large 
American ships and other smaller craft. We hastened 
from the ship to the hotel, fortunately escaping the 
aearch by the police, a fate which my trunk suffered most 
nnmercifuUy the next morning. The numerous soldiery, 
who throng the city, seem to have little else to do, 
except poking into trunks and carpet bags, stirring up 
the dirty clothes^ and snuffing every odour, while on the 
acent for tobacco. The manufacture and sale of this 
iioisome weed are a monopoly of the king, and the search 
is therefore very severe. Notwithstanding this, three 
thousand cigars were smuggled ashore in the following 
ingenious manner. Two carpet bags were obtained 
,0imilar to one another. Both were carried to tiie costom- 
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house. One contained fhe greater part> and the other a 
quarter hox only. This last was openly displayed in the 
month of the bag and the daties promptly paid. GuUed 
by this stratagem the other was scarcely opened. At a 
snbseqaent period, a bearer of despatches to our embassy 
covered the boxes with the yellowish paper, tied wiu 
red tape, sealed with nnmeroas red wax seals, stamped 
with the eagle found on a half dollar, and thus passed 
some thousands of cigars, unquestioned, through the hand* 
of those who did not know that on the American coat of 
arms, there were no ** 50 cents'* stamped at the bottom. 

I am at Wheeler's Hotel, a very comfortable house,' 
where English is spoken, and have employed myself to- 
day in traversing the city, and noting its p|eculiarities ; 
the women, who are employed in every menial service—- 
iffcraping the streets — ^riding the little jackasses, behind 
two immense panniers, stuffed with all kinds of pro-» 
visions — ^the peculiar shaped houses— dark and dirty, 
frequently seven and eight stories high. Linen bed- 
clothes this season of the year are no addition to the- 
wannth of their elastic beds. Fires are in general use, so 
cold it is. I shall leave for Bouen by the diligence day 
after to-morrow, the boat having ceased running. Found 
an agreeable companion in an English clergyman, who 
described the theatre to me, and a particular play with 
great fervour. Saw also this morning a funeral — a priest 
followed by a boy bearing a pine coffin covered with a 
black cloth, and a man following, probably the mourner, 
but who was gazing around with great unconcern. At 
eight p. M. a band of thirteen drummers marched through 
the streets, calling the soldiers to their quarters for the 
a^ht. 

The city of Havre contains but little worthy of notice* 
The church of Notre Dame, the docks and the hospital,, 
are the i)rincipal objects of interest. A building for a 
museum is now erecting. It is made of a soft native 
stone. The walls are made of the large pieces placed in 
proper order, but unhewn and almost shapeless. After 
these are erected, the stone is then worked and pillara 
are hammered out and ornamented with Coriuthiaii 
capitals, &c« 

The village of Ancorville, separated from the city by a 
wall and moat, is the residence of the wealthy. It ia 
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tdtaated on a high hluff, commanding a fine view of the 
city proper, with the hay and river Seine stretching for 
several miles. The buildings are much finer than those 
in the city, though not pleasing to the American ey^, ke« 
•cnstomed to white houses and green blinds. They are 
built of half-burned brick, with walls nearly two feet in 
thickness, and covered with plaster of such a dingy 
<!olour. that, noticing shavings, &c. around a house, it it 
-difficult to tell, whether they are building a new or r^ 
pairing an old one. The gardens, however, make up tho 
deficiency. I visited several, one very splendid, be- 
^nging to Jeremiah Winalow, a Boston man. Its 
Ending walks were ornamented by the immense ribs- and 
vertebrae of the whale. Even at this late season, it was 
•covered with flowers. Among them was the Betigal 
rose, which we call the double Dutch, similar to C.'s, 
growing in great profusion, full of blossoms. It is left 
out of doors all winter, and blooms ten months in the 
year. The Laurestinus, too, with its fragrant lowers, 
resists the frosts of winter, uninjured. They are both 
frequently in bloom on Christmas. Rhododendrons, Cape 
Jessamines, are evergreens. The far-famed Holly and 
Ivy are also abundant. The former has a very rich green 
leaf, scolloped, bearing on each point a thorn. I also 
visited a small private green-house, not very showy at 
present, and quite similar to our own. 

The soldiers stationed here number three hundred, and 
constitute the most shriking objects of notice. They 
officiate as sentries, police, and custom house-officers. 
Their uniform is in horrible taste. The only excuse for it 
is its alleged cheapness. They look, as if, roused from 
their slumbers by a fire in their own dwelling, they had 
seised the first clothing near them, and appear in scarlet 
flannel drawers, but partially concealed by a blue surtout. 
Such coat-tails must certainly impede locomotion, 

The antiquarian may hasten to see the old tower, so 
conspicious as we enter, which the guide books say was 
the place where Mazarian confined the princes of Gond^ 
and Conti, and where Francis I. was entertained by the 
early inhabitante. He may pore over the falling stones, 
and pick up a rusty nail for a souvenir : — ^my taste seeks 
rather for the living and breathing works of the present^ 
than the dilapidated monnments of the past* 
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After two days experience^ I find that I have lesB 
difficulty each day in speaking the little French I have 
occasion for. I think I shall soon acquire it. To- 
morrow I shall visit the Hospital, and at five dine with 
Mr. R. E., brother of G. B. E., of Boston, to whom I 
had a letter, directed to Paris, whence he has lately 
arrived. You would be amused to see me walking 
about the streets, ever and anon consulting a small 
dictionary for aid in understanding some notice at the 
comers ; or/ when asking the way, stopping to look oat 
a word in the midst of my speech. The horses are of 
the large Normandy breed, much larger than the Penn* 
«ylvania horse ; I saw one to-day going apparently wilb 
much ease, drawing on a truck, like those at Boston, two 
hi^heads of molasses and five boxes of sugar, a half of 
which in Boston is a load for two. 

11 o'clock.—! have just returned from the theatre^ the 
old one was burnt, and this has been open but a forf^ 
night ; I therefore saw it in all its freshness. It is said 
to be a tasteful building, though small. ^^ They did'* the 
Opera of La Dame Blanche, with an orchestra of thirty- 
tiiree instruments, played finely. The singing was not so 
good as I expected. I have postponed my departure fijir 
Bonen till Saturday morning, where I shall remain for 
three or four days^ and then — ^for Paris. 
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11. 

TnTeUiog in Fraaee. Rouen. Parii. 

LEAYiNa Havre, as I told yon, I embarked for Rouen, in 
the far-famed Diligence, which is associated with so 
many tales of joy and sorrow. A queer vehicle it is, 1 
assure you, propelled sometimes by five horses, some- 
times by nine, and I do not despair, after being here a 
few days more, of finding as many as often have the 
honour of drawing, in my own dear country, some 
fljpibols of a great principle on our grand procession 
fetes. The cattle 1 am now speaking o^ however, as far 
as I can see, have the task of transporting only a 
quantity of heavy luggage and sundry fat and lean 
I>eople as the case might be. For this purpose, five are 
the least number on the Diligences at a lime ; two at 
''the wheel," and three abreast^ ''on lead." The next 
additional horse goes on the wheel. The next three 
ahead of all : these are always governed by a postilion. 
With you, the driver has a rein for every beast, you 
know; but here, there are never more than four reins, 
and these are attached to the outer horses. A postilion 
sometimes rides on tiie " near leader." But the outfit is 
not yet complete. As the soldier is omnipresent in 
France, one rides, of course, on the banquette, which i» 
a top with a covering like a chaise. An imposing office 
this, for he pays each driver his daily stipend of twenty- 
five cents, and shouts to the passengers Ithat intercept 
the way, with a stentorian voice, who all turn out to 
make room for the coming avalanche. The inside is 
divided into three apartments, variously furnished. 
More room is allowed in some than in others, and the 
price is proportionate. This is my introduction to the 
principle of graduation, which is by no means offensives- 
while submission to it is voluntary, as it is here and on 
the railways. Accordingly, I ascended to the banquette 
to obtain tiie best view of the rich scenery, that is spread 
oat on evezy side. It affords a complete shelter from the 



IN NEW B0TTLI8. 25 

weather, and fhe glass windows, which can be dropped 
in front, open to the view of the stranger the conntry 
through which we are passing. It is the second or third 
division in point of expense. The prospect is exceed- 
ingly striking. Every object wears the air of novel^ — 
the fertile fields, so exquisitely green — ^the thatched 
cottage-— the flocks of corbeau, or raven, differing, I 
think, from onr crow in tameness as well as appearance. 
Occasionally, a hare is seen scudding along, or an old 
and venerable church, heavenward pointing its grey 
spire. The driver jabbers to his horse perpetually, k»ep8 
his immense whip in constant use, making the narrow 
streets of the cities echo with its loud explosions. 

As we approached Rouen, the most conspicuous objects 
were the towers and spires of the Cathedral, one of the 
most celebrated in the world, by some supposed to be 
founded by William the Conqueror. The first mention of 
this city is mentioned by Ptolemy, who lived in the 
second century. It is doubtful whether its population of 
a hundred thousand is greater now than then ; its charac* 
ter, however, has changed. Then it was inhabited by a 
people whose name has become a by-word — ^the ancient 
Grotiis ; now, its numerous churches proclaim it a Chris* 
tian nation. 

No person who is travelling for pleasure, fails to spend 
several days in the examination of the curiosities of this 
old town. The first among these, is the before-mentioned 
cathedral, commenced in the Xlllth century, and finished 
in the XVIth. I wish I could portray the beauty and 
grandeur of this building, four hundred and fifty feet 
long, one hundred and ten wide, and to the top of the 
lanthom, firom the inside, two hundred feet. 

My first impressions were received by a visit made 
there in the night. The outside was not visible in the 
darkness, and the interior, partly lighted by the votive 
tapers burning at the shrines of saints, lost none of its 
grandeur and solemnity. There were not more than 
twent^r persons present in this immense building. All 
was still, save the voice of a priest in one of the distant 
chapels, and the sighs and the sobs of a penitent worship* 
per near me. A religion, which diaaws from their com- 
fortable dweUings so many persons through the rainy 
streets^ to spend an hour or more in the cold damps of a 
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gloomy chnrcb, cannot bat deeply impress one with a 
fMing of respect, which I fear is too rarely felt by the 
Protestant for the Catholic faith. 

Bat it was necessary to have a bright day to see in 
perfection the grandear of this edifice. One handred and 
tiiirty windows of stained glass to light it, represent the 
ocoorrences in the life of oar Sarioar, the Apostles and 
^'holy men made perfect," — one window sometimes 
containiDg an entire scene, such as the crucifixion of 
oar Saviour between the two thieves, for example, and 
flometimes many scenes in the life of an individual, much 
smaller of coarse. The perfect expression of these pic- 
tures exceeded anything I had ever imagined. I wit- 
nessed the grand mass, in which the archbishop officiated. 

Among other ornaments, there is a silver lamp of large 
fdze, weighing forty marks, before the altar — the gift of 
the city — a thank-offering for the cessation of the plagne 
in 1637. Here, in the Chapel of the Virgin, is the statue 
which formerly decorated the tomb of the celebrated 
Ooeur de Lion, which had long been buried. But on the 
^th of July, 1838, searches were made for it, and, guided 
by historical traditions, it was happily discovered. It is 
hewn out of a single block of freestone, and is six and a 
half feet long. It represents King Bichard in a recum- 
bent position, his head supported by a square cushion, 
wearing a crown encircled with precious stones; his 
feet are supported by a crouching lion. On his left hand 
was a sceptre, of which we only see the remains ; the 
right has been destroyed. The prince's mantle descends 
nearly to his ancle in wide folds. It is over a tunic 
which reaches up to the neck, and is bound round the 
body by an embroidered belt. The researches, continued 
on the following day, discovered the heart of Richard^ 
enclosed in a double box of lead with the following in- 
ception : 

mo: jaobt: oor: riohabdx: ebois: 

AVOLORUX : 

Near this, are stataes of the hnsband of Diana of 
Poictieni, and of the cardinals of Amboise. Pillais* 
■enlptares, galleries, bas-reliefs, statues, and paintings^ 
Are without nnmber. The outside is not deficient in 
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interest. Three lofty towers omameDt it, tiie tallest of 
which, defltroyed by fire in 1822, is beings replaced, at aa 
expense of 100,000 dollars, by one of iron. It will weigh 
1,200,000 lbs., and will be four hundred and thirty-six 
fiet high — thirteen feet less than the loftiest pyramid oi 
Egypt. 

Leaving now this magnificent cathedral, of which it is 
impossible to give an adequate description, we will 
follow the guide — who earns his dollar by conducting 
^s, by the nearest route through the city, to the various 
places of note, and there giving his stereot3rped descrip* 
tions — to the churches of St. Ouen, (which contains a 
window of coloured glass unsurpassed in the world), St. 
Maclon, St. Patrice, and many others of great beanty* 
Many of the beautiful churches are no longer used for 
Teligious services— one is a stable, and another a store* 
house. Their lofty domes and elegant carvings still 
remain, though mutilated. In many of the others, the 
liroken windows are replaced by modem manufactures of 
very inferior merit. 

It is impossible, in the space I have allotted for the 
basty description of Rouen, even to attempt an enumera^ 
tion of the objects of interest in this city, celebrated as 
i^ birth place of Comeille, Fontenelle, Boieldieu, the 
eomposer, and many others ; some of whose statues^ as 
well as that of Joan of Arc, who was here burnt as a 
witch, ornament its public squares. The town-hall 
contains a collection of portraits, and a public libraiy 
enriched with manuscript of distinguished beauty. One 
of these, the famous illuminated Gradual or Music Book^ 
by Daniel d*Aubonne, richly repays the time, and money 
fone franc) expended in seeing it. It contains more 
than two nundred vignettes, and occupied in its con* 
atraotion thirty years of the life of its monkish author. 
It is not only a monument of devotion and perseverance^ 
bat a specimen of writing and pen embellishment udp 
^nallea. 

On retaming to dinner, tired and cloyed with endless 
nordties, galleries of pictures and statues, views of the 
«ity from various points, carved walls and doors, large 
b^ls, &e., I fell into the company of some ladies fW>iii 
frighten, in England, who, after inquiring my countiy^ 

a^ me tiie complimoit of speaking EngUsh reiy weu^ 
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wMch I politely retarned by saying, that they conyened 
in good American; at which they appeared not a litti& 
puzzled. Happening to observe tlunee quarter dollars^ 
(fortonately they were not eagles,) which I had, they 
begged them of me, as curiosities^ and placed them 
among some Catholic commanion wafers, which they 
bad obtained daring the day. When they get home they 
will doubtless all figure advantageously in their cabinet 
of choice articles of virtu, collected in their travels. 

On the 11th of November I quitted Bouen, taking the 
cars for Paris. What a magical agent is money! Two 
fiunilies, for instance, live side by side for years. One of 
tiiem is worth a million, the other not a thousand. A 
person, who did not know the world, would innocently 
imagine, that these two families were neighbours. There 
cannot be a greater mistake ; it is nothing but an optical 
illusion, I assure you, sir. The difference of their for- 
tunes has rolled an ocean between them, so that these 
two families actually pass their lives without being at all 
aware even of the existence of one another. 

A freak of money, somewhat similar, though by no 
means so extraordinary, occurred at the cars for Pans. 
There are two classes of them at least, and probably 
more. The first class is designed to accommodate eight 
only, with seats lined with velvet, and fitted up in other 
respects to correspond. The second class is equally 
Bimcious, but lined witii linen, admitting ten persons 
with abundance of room for all. The price paid for seats 
in the former was a i»ifle more than in the others ; yet 
the efi^t of that little more upon the passengers was 
wonderful. Among them there was an English gentle- 
man, and two daughters, who had, on the present excur- 
sion, for the first time in their lives left their native 
island. Under the powerful operation of their national 
proclivity, they assumed the velvet cushions of course. 
A party of gentiemen and ladies, also English, of equal 
nuik and fashion, happened to be there too on their 
return from St. Petersburgh. Having Iravelled over the 
whole of Europe, they had by this time acquired a toler- 
able knowledge of '^ matters and things," and accord- 
ingly chose the cars of the second class. They evidentiy 
&\t no preference for velvet over linen to sit upon for aa 
hoar or two. Indeed, I find that the intelligent, though 
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wealthy^ do by no means invariably manifest a preference 
for whiat is of the highest price^ on that accoont alone. 
Bat the effect of this procedore of the experienced tra« 
Tellers upon ike gentleman with the two daughters was 
very amusing. Doubtless, owing to the cause to whidi 
r have alluded, the already tumed-up noses of the two 
daughters now turned up to an elevation, that I had not 
before believed to be possible. But how extreme was 
tiieir mortification, when they discovered on our arrival 
at Paris, that the distinction in the cars was of the most 
transitory nature, for we all went together from the 
depot in the same omnibus to the same hotel, and dined 
at the same table. This was the hotel Mirabeau> si- 
tuated in the Rue de la Faix^ which is very central. 

As we approached this great capital, nobody was 
needed to tell us of our progress; the rapidly aug- 
menting charges were abundantly sufficient to give 
information. And the bills, to which I am now subjected 
daily, leave me not in the least doubt whatever of my 
safe and happy arrival in the modem Athens. It is a 
great mistake, that everjrthing is cheaper here than in 
the United States. Clothing, especially cotton, is higher^ 
and woollen also. liuen is cheaper, but not so much so 
as in England. 

The Palace of Luxembourg is but a step from my 
present residence. It is a square edifice, with an ample 
portico in the centre. A noble pavilion surmounts the 
principal building, and terminates in a dome, composed 
of the Doric and Ionic orders. This palace, like most of 
the houses, is built in the form of a hollow square. One 
reason for this mode of construction may be found in 
their situations; in streets, dirty, narrow, and noii^; 
among groups of poor buildings, where the luxury of a 
prospect, except from some of the palaces, is rarely or 
never enjoyed. The best apartments are, consequently, 
those which face inward on the square enclosed, which 
is embellished, according to the means and taste of the 
owners; with shrubbery, statues of stone, among l^e 
rich, and plaster among the poorer proprietors. The 
cen^e of the Luxembourg palace is a court-yard flagged, 
and without any other ornament than the architecture of 
tlie building itself. On entering the door, one is met by 
a sentry^ who is stationed at every public building, and. 
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initead of crosnsg the square, I generally go throogb 
along the passage, bordered on both sides by immense- 
orange and lemon trees, ascend two flight of stairs, and 
enter the picture gallery, which is a receptacle of snch 
works of living artists only^ as have been purchased by 
tiie goremment. 

T^ese paintings are, some of them, twenty feet sqnare^. 
beantifolly executed, with surfaces as smooth as glass* 
Strangers are admitted erery day gratuitously ; and sta-* 
dents, male and female, may always be seen copying the- 
whole or parts of a picture ; and sometimes several at 
work upon the same. 

' In this building are also the chambers of the ministers, 
the councillors of state, &c. Behind it is a public 
garden, adorned with statues, and variegated witb 

The '' Jardin des Flantes" pleases me the most. It i» 
wanting, to be sure, in the numerous statues of the 
otiiers, which appear indecent to the eye of a stranger, 
bnt possesses, in their stead, objects of superior attrac*^ 
tion. The other gardens are nearly level; this i» 
diversified by hill and dale — ^by winding paths and quiet 
groves. Here, and, indeed throughout the country, the 
grass possesses an intensity of green unknown to yon* 
Trees and shrubs, though now bereft of their foliage,, 
abound in endless variety, as well as animals, birds, and 
zeptiles ; but the latter are found in a different direction* 

The peculiar dress and habits of the people ; the wo« 
ponds and other embellishments. On Sunday, the great 
noliday of Paris, the galleries of paintings in the Lux-* 
embourg and Louvre are open to all, and numeroue^ 
frequented. In this manner the good taste of the French 
is kept alive. Those, who can spare the time, prome** 
Bade every day; and on Sundays, everybody. The 
shops are then closed at an early hour, and all resort ta 
the Boulevards, or some of the many gardens scattered 
in all quarters of the city. The garden of the Tuilleries,. 
being the most central, is the point of principal resort, 
certainly of the aristocracy. On those occasions almost 
every one has a dog, and the fashions of all classes may 
be seen, from the puppy of two legs to one of four» 
These dogs (the quadrupedian I mean) are generally 
conducted by a string or small chain. A silk dress haa 
one kind of dog, a fustian has another. 
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aseii sweeping the tireett (the dirtieit of all faighwiqr>) 
and carry iDg enormoas bundiefl on their heads ; the com- 
broos yehicles, relics of a barbarous age : and the borseiy 
equally nnwieldly, with their nseless^ ptwderons trap- 
nings^ conspire .to render the city ayenues a vast maseoin 
for the entertainment of the pedestrian. Yon mast not 
be surprised) therefore, if I am sometimes lost in explor- 
ing the recesses of these labyrinths. 

Notre Dame, the Metropolitan chnrch, the only Gotliie 
stmcture of note in Paris, is situated in the cite, the 
oldest part and centre of the capital, and rises to a great 
height above all the buildings which surroand it. It w 
no less than four hondred and fourteen feet in length ; its 
width is one hundred and forty-four, and its towers twa 
hundred and four feet high. It is so old, that the date of 
its erection is unknown. Its walls are crusted over witill 
the smoke of ages, and, of all the edifices in Paris, the 
cathedral of Notre Dame conveys to us the most lively 
impressions of the massiveness and durability of andent 
architecture. When I visited this venerable church, 
every nook was occupied by a priest, who was expatiat« 
ing to a crowd around him. Some of them seemed to re« 
gUd the fair countenances of their young hearers witii 
looks far from devotional. This church is filled with 
paintings and earved work, and, though bearing the evi- 
dence of injuries, inflicted by the violence of the populace 
in revolutionary times, still challenges admiration for ite 
grandeur and beanty. 

On Saturday evening, I went to the Italian Opera, 
and had an opportunity to see a fair specimen, I imagine^ 
of French beauty. But I must decline to express any 
Opinion upon this very delicate subject, (almost as dan- 
gerous atopic, as the peculiar institutions of our Southern 
States,) as well as on the eqnally tender one of the 
French cuisine, till a longer residence has ripened my 
judgment. There is a single branch of the latter, how- 
ever, so interesting, that I cannot wait to have my beard 
grow, (any longer than it is now at least,) before I give 
Tent to my feelings of delight ; namely, the cqfC' au UtiL 
It is indeed delicious ! Listen to the process. Two pots 
are brought ; from one of which your cup is half filled 
with cafe, clear, strong and hot ; from the other, they 
fill it up with boiling nuXk. A little silver plate contains 
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some lamps of white sagar to sweeten it to yoor taste, 
or to make eau de sucre, which the French are very Ibnd 
of. This is merely cold water^ made sweet with sagar. 

Bat I was speaking of the opera. It was Bossini's II 
Barfoiere di Siviglia ; and, when sang by sach persons^ as 
Mad'Ue Persiani, and Messrs. Lablache, Mario, Ronconi, 
Morelli, &c, with the orchestral accompaniment by aboat 
one hundred performers, all of whom are exceedingly 
Bkilfal, yoa cannot doabt, that I preferred it, even to the 
flinging of Miss . I was indeed delighted. 

If my Mends shoald come to see me, I fear I shoald 
need a formal introdaction ; for the razor has not 
'^scraped acquaintance" with my face, since I left the 
pleasant shores of New Jersey. Though neither neat, nor 
agreeable, such is the universal fashion here, and saves 
trouble. What a laxury to me woald be your pretty par- 
lour stove with its peach orchard, or lehigh, instead of 
my wide-mouthed fire place, voraciously devouring the 
principal part of the caloric, generated by the combustion 
of two or three sticks of wood, and some Newcastle coal 
laid thereon. And when it is considered, too, that the 
windows and doors, and indeed the whole panel-work, 
afibrd a pretty easy passage to the air, the contest main- 
tained within, against the external cold, must be ac- 
knowledged to be somewhat an unequal one. The want 
of attention to the economy of heat is the more surprise 
ing, since fuel bears so high a price. 

But this is not the only inconvenience. The partition 
walls between rooms are frequently nothing but laths, 
which sounds and odours penetrate with ease. Just as I go 
to bed at night at twelve o'clock, for instance, a neighbour 
of mine expends his surplus enthusiasm upon a pianoforte. 
I find no fault with the instrument or player, for both are 
good, bui I can't help thinking, that be who breaks my 
Bleep by making a noise after twelve at night, is guilty 
of an assault and battery, and ought to be sentenced to 
undergo the penalty, for each offence, of s|iending a day 
in the house of some Orpheus, just beginmng to learn to 
play on the trombone. 
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III. 

Latin Quarter. The Hospital of HoteloDievu 

Away from fhe palaces, gardens, stataes, galleriea of 
paintinga, and even from the fashion and respectability of 
the city, lies the 

Latin Quarter. Let ns harry throogh its generally 
dirty and narrow streets, and visit its namerons hospi-* 
tals, colleges, schools of medicine and law, dissectmg 
rooms, mnsenms, and botanical gardens. Here also are 
the dwellings of the poor and destitute, the stadent, and 
of that class, known only in Paris— the grisette. All 
these are foand almost exclasively in this quarter, which 
is separated from the habitations of the wealtiiy and 
fashionable by the river Seine. 

The hospitols of Paris deserve the fame, which they 
enjoy throughout the world, of being the best in exist- 
ence, on every account. They are the best for tiie 
physicians, who there acquire their reputation and tub- 
sistence ; best for the student, who can there see every 
species of disease, that afflicts humanity anywhere, 
seated with consummate skill by the most scientifict 
professors of the age ; and finally, best for the patient 
who, coming from the highways and byways of life, and 
from the haunts of misery, penury, and vice, finds al 
here, which money, religion, and skill can bestow, to 
make him comfortable, though suffering from the anguish 
of disease. It is impossible too highly to prize or praise 
Buch noble institations. 

A long list of illustrious names commemorates the 
benefiustors of these charities, the origin of which is 
Teiled in impenetrable obscurity, though it can be traced 
back more tium a thousand years. When at home we 
can calmly tak'e up a book, and read of the effeminacy of 
one king, and the cruelty of another ; we can believe all 
tiie vices which are ascribed to a monarch, and shriiJc 





34 OLD WINS 

with horror from the contemplation of crimes, magnified 
and coloared>if not invented, by some political historian; 
and we congratulate ourselves, that sach enormities can« 
not be committed in our own favoured country. But, 
when contemplatiug these buildings, founded by a Maza- 
rin, or Richelieu, and supported and enlarged by a long 
line of sovereigns, whose characters have been portrayed 
in the blackest hnes, we cannot but suspect them, in 
many instances, to be injured men ; and that their histo- 
ries, which now exist, are too often the ofiPspring of the 
malicious imagination of partizan writers. It is difficult 
to imagine such contradictory conduct, so strange a union 
of virtue and vice, so incongruous a conjunction of cruelty 
and humanity. The monuments of their benevolence re« 
main ; and, therefore, it is but justice, that we should 
examine the evidence of their atrocities with cautious 
impartiality. 

The oldest hospital in Paris, and, among the first in 
extent, stands the Hotel-Dieu. or Hospice D^Humanite. 
There are twenty other institutions, or more of this 
nature, in the city, for the accommodation of patients of 
«very description, on the most soothing and liberal prin- 
ciples. The noble buildings of the Hotel- Dieu have no 
«laim to architectural elegance, being chiefly remarkable 
for solidity. The work of several ages, their uncertain 
origin is attributed to St. Landri, Bishop of Paris in 
the seventeenth century. This hospital has been sue- 
^sessively enlarged by Philip, Augustus, Louis XIII, XIV, 
XV, and XVI. It extends, at present, along both sides of 
1^ river Seine, the buildings being united by a tunnel 
passing under it. Numerous changes are in constant 
progress, having for their object the ultimate enlarge- 
ment of the institution, and the substitution of new 
buildings in modem style. This, however, has for the 
present reduced the number of beds from 1200 to 800. 
The different halls are embellished with the statues and 
portraits of the distinguished physicians and surgeons, 
who have here spent a large portion of every day in 
•attending the sick and suffering, among which are those 
of the celebrated Bichat and Dupuytren. 

Into this establishment the sick and wounded of all 
descriptions are received, with the exception of children, 
incurable and insane persons, and those who are afflicted 
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with; cntaneoiM and iyphilitio difleues. Tbe annaal 
ETerage number of patients is eleven tiionsand, and the 
average mortality, one in eight hundred and seventy-two. 
Besides nnmerons house pn^lB(jiniemes^ the daily service 
of nine physicians and three surgeons is required. Drs, 
Chomel and Magendie, and surgeons Roux and Blandin, 
aie the most eminent. The hospital is open only to 
etadents, who have received a diploma, and desire to see 
the practice and hear the diniques of these celebrated 
men. Strangers with passports are admitted to view 
every day, and the public twice a week. 

In order to obtain a more particular knowledge of the 
appearance and customs of the place, you must follow 
me in imagination in my diurnal visit. Rising at seven 
o'clock in the morning, I hasten to arrive at the Hotel* 
Dieu^ a distance of a mile from my lodgings, by half- 
past seven o'clock. At the door I am stopped by the 
^ard, whose cocked hat and uniform are the evidences 
of his authority. On showing a ticket, given by the 
officers of the institution, or» on the exhibition of my 
diploma, admittance is instantly granted. The medicid 
gentleman from the United States must not neglect to 
iiring his diploma with him, as he will find it quite 
necessary, on frequent occasions, to the free and proper 
prosecution of his studies. 

Passing through this building, the court-yard, and 
under the river, I arrive at the edifice devoted to the 
females. Each of the doors, forming the entrance into 
the varioQS wards, has over it a name, being that of some 
fMunt. On entering, I find myself in a long hall, ex- 
tending as far almost as the eye can reach. Upon both 
fiides is a row of beds, numbering nearly a hundred, 
making a striking appearance to an American. The bed- 
eteads are constructed of iron, which however are 
concealed from sight by curtains. This iron frame work 
effiectaally excludes all vermin. Many hospitals in the 
United States, supplied with wooden bedsteads, and 
admitting patients from similar classes of society, are 
nrach anncnred by tiiem. The curtains answer the double 

erpose of temporary seclusion and a screen from the 
ht. The objections, which have been ofiered by many 
fii^cians in the United States in regard to the detri* 
mmUL inflaence of cnrtiined beds upon the sick, by 
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conflning the air, rendered impure by the breathing of the 
patients, and the exhalations from the body and open 
wounds, do not apply to these. The top is left un* 
covered, which consequently admits a free passage. of 
tiie atmosphere. At the foot of this hidl is perceivedy 
either a painting, a plaster, or perhaps a carved oak 
representation of the Virgin Mary, or of the patron 
aamt, to whom it is dedicated. This is sarroanded by 
flowers real and artificial, candles, and other emblems of 
catholic worship. 

The description of the practice in this hospital Vill bo 
given in my next letter. 



IV. 

Cafholie Religion. French Hoipitalt. Hotel-Dieu. Num. HospltaT 
Fnetiee. Mom. Blandln. Dr. Mott, of New York. 

Coming from a country where harsh judgments are 
hazarded on the tendency of the Catholic religion, and 
the hypocrisy of its professors, it gives one the pleasure 
of a surprise to visit a hospital in France, and witness 
the hold which it has upon the public mind. However 
strongly one may be convinced of the erroneousness of 
many of their doctrines, he cannot, after such a sight, but 
be less egotistical and self-sufficient; less disposed to 
condemn others, and to exalt his own judgment, as the 
only certain standard of right and wrong. I pronounce- 
not on their articles of faith, of which they surely have 
abundance, nor on the merits of their works, which few 
will affirm to be inferior to those of others in the dailv 
walks of life. But the heart has its prerogatives, whicb 
will not be slighted, and does not wait before it feels, tO' 
inquire whether it is right or not. 

In tills hospital, as in almost every other in France, 
may be witnessed the unremitting care of the religieuses* 
That which I visited at Havre, is under the generid direc- 
"tton of the nnns, the Lady Superior herself giving £400 
•terling a year for its support in addition to her nncuvided 
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attention. There I saw seyen hundred beds, and in one 
of them a sailor, who had fallen from the top of a Ifew 
York and Havre packet on her passage out. He strac^ 
upon tiie sky-light, and when taken np, his leg was fonnd 
to be completely separated from his thigh, and was left 
on deck, while he was carried below. Sixty reHgietueM 
of the order of St Augustine devoted the whole time and 
attention to the saffering in the Hotel-Diea alone. Un* 
distracted by the amusements of the world, they find 
^ their meat and their drink'* in bathing the baming brow> 
and moistening the parched lip ; in pointing the convales- 
cent to a nobler sphere of duty, in a different path from 
that in which they have been travelling ; in whispering to 
the dying of Chnst's love, and directing their wandering 
thonghts ''to the bright realms of peace and happiness in 
another and a better world." When I see tiiese women 
thus engaged, I forget, that they are attendants and 
mmes, and regard them with a sentiment of veneration* 
They appear to me to be folfiUing a holy mission upon eartiu 
I see no ostentation in their peculiar dress, their large 
and nncomely cap or hood, and the bandages by which 
the principal part of their faces is concealed. To me they 
fleem to say, ** Come nnto me, all ye that are weary ana 
heavy-laden, and I will give yon rest; buy of me wine 
and oil, without money and without price.*' Bevenans d 
nosmauions, 

I said, that I saw these thing^s, but at this early hour 
(half-past seven a. m.) tiie streets themselves are hardly 
visible^ much less the interior of a house. By accident I 
am in the surgical ward of Mons. Blandin. Directing 
my steps to two or three flickering candles, I traverse the 
long hall. Stranger, tread with care, lest this waxed 
oatei floor, which reflects, like a mirror, the little light 
in the distance, should convert you, on a sudden, from the 
diaracter of a student into that of a patient of the 
leamed surgeon. Around the bed stand flfty, or perhaps 
a hundred, students, some with note-books, listening to 
the words of the surgeon, and completely hiding him and 
his ''suite" from view. Anticipating his progress, and 
taking his position by the side of the next patient, I may 
periiaps succeed in seeing him. 

The idea I had formed of this excellent man is not dis- 
appointed by his personal appearance* He is some fifty 
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ymn of age, perhaps fl^e feet ten inches in height, erect 
and well made. His fine open conntenance, unhidden by 
beard, high forehead, and sparkling eye, bespeak the man 
of intellect and decision, quiclmess of thought, and 
promptness of execution ; characteristics most necessary 
to a surgeon, who should possess them, combined wiiu 
perfect coolness under all circumstances, that he- may be 
able to seize upon the proper moment to render useful as- 
flistance to the sufferer nnder his hands. These qualities are 
evident, as he goes from bed to bed, examining quickly^ 
bat carefully and ' closely, the condition of the patientiB* 
The heart of the surgeon is not always callous, and the 
questions which he puts, though often hasty and loud, are 
nevertheless always mild and softly spoken. He wears a 
white linen apron fastened round his waist, attached in 
part to a button on his coat, which protects his clothes 
from the lint of the beds, and the numerous soiling arti- 
cles around a patient. In a button-hole of his coat is seen 
the narrow red ribbon, worn by all the members of the Me- 
dical Society. After him come the students attached to the 
hospital, some five or six in number, called internes ot 
ewterneSf as they reside in, or out of the building. Three 
of them carry books, pens, and ink. One records the 
state of the patient, as described by the surgeon ; ano- 
ther, the medical prescriptions ; and the third, the diet.«> 
Mons. Blandin himself carries another book, containing a 
Wj^ary of the case and treatment. The other three take 
tMr^e bandages, and assist in such slight operations, as 
are performed at the bedside. These are surrounded by 
the crowd of following students. As in such an assembly, 
it would be impossible to carry the hat in the hand, the 
custom of wearing it in the wards of the sick, which 
strikes an American stranger so unpleasantly, is ex- 
plained. 

There is none of that false modesty here, which is so 
prevalent at home. Perhaps some sneering reader may 
suggest, that there is less of the real. However that 
may be, there is certainly no affectation of it. Men and 
women lose their sex, when sick, and are viewed in the 
character of patients merely. To understand their cases 
aright, it is sometimes, and in surgical cases always, ne- 
cessary to see. All diseased parts of the body are unhe- 
sitatingly displayed without a thought of indelicacy.— 
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This is «s it should be. Mrs. Farrar, in her work on the 
edocation of yoang ladies, amid many prnderies, has good 
•ense on this point Over-nioely in these cases is almost 
entirely American. In the hospital of a house of correc** 
tion, where I attended some time, I have known the 
most abandoned women object, as strenuously as a young 
girl, to the necessary examination of her person. The 
prude perhaps might call this behaviour a remnant of her 
original condition, or a germ of better feelings. She is 
welcome to the rationale. 

Behind the students follow waiters, with bandages^ 
lint, water, and the entire surgical apparatus. At this 
early hour, it is imposssible to see without artificial light* 
Each of the scribes therefore carries a candle attached ta 
his book, and the surgeon himself another of wax, about 
the size of a pipe stem, which is curled upon itself in an 
oblong form. This is plaped under the patienfs nose,, 
occasionally siugeing it, in order to see his tongue, and 
sometimes a little hot wax falls upon the patient's 
person. 

The visit of the day is finished. The books of diet and 
medicines, which have been prescribed, being signed by 
the physician, thus' authorizing their dispensation, he- 
follows the students to the lecture room, and delivers & 
brief, but comprehensive, description of some disease, 
illos^ting it by reference to patients in the house. Not 
having removed his apron, he is ready to perform any 
operation which may be required. The hand of MJOba* 
Bland in is quick and steady, and his operations are ^6ne 
with dexterity and neatness. The first day on which I 
attended his clinique, there was a case of dislocation of 
Uie humerus. He described the many methods employed 
for its reduction, especially for this form, where the head 
of the bone was in the axilla. Among them he mentioned 
tiie excellent method of Dr. Mott, of New York, of which he 
spoke in high terms, and finished by saying, that he would 
attempt the reduction on this occasion by that method ; 
which he accordingly did with perfect success. It 
gnratified me exceedingly to hear him speak of my 
countryman in language so flattering. I had been in 
Paris but a short time, and then scarcely knew a soul in 
the great city. I was lonely. But this public recognition 
of the merits of an American^ though I had never enjoyed 
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he pleasare of teeantf hiniy operated on my spirits like at 
charm. It electrified me with delight. The glory of omr 
great men may be slighted, or even withered, by 
detraction, at home, bat it is ever very dear to the heart 
of a countryman in a strange land. It elevates him in 
tiie eyes of foreigners, and what is better, it raises him in 
his own. 

A great trouble in attending these diniqnes, and, in 
tmth, all the medical lectures in the city, is cansed by 
the little attention paid to the comfort of hearers. The 
seats are hard and without backs, and there is but scanty 
room for the feet. This confined position is very uncom- 
fortable to maintain for such a lengtii of time as the 
lectures frequently last. Here, too, as in the wards, the 
students listen with their hats on their heads, if more 
convenient. 



V. 

Bal lluque. 



I hjlvb just returned from the first masked ball of the 
season, and, as the peculiar manners of a people are apt 
to be conspicuous in their amusements, I snail attempt to 
give you a description of it. 

These balls are vexy frequent during the Carnival, and 
are held at various places. The one which I attended 
was at the French Opera House, and, as it was the first, 
is supposed to have been the best, of the series. Its 
<daims to superiority are founded on the capacity of the 
building, allowing the entrance of more persons at one 
time than any other place of amusement ; the number 
and surpassing excellence of the musicians ; the brilliancy 
of its illumination, and the superiority of the maskers, 
whose means enable them to appear in richer and more 
fantastic dresses than at the other balls, and perhaps se- 
lected with more taste. The cost of a ticket, when ob- 
tained single at the bureau, is ten francs, but they can be 
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boogkt for lialf the fmn of penons aroand the door, who 
porchaise them by the hundred, and aell them very low. 

Hie crowded streets^ for a drcnit of half a mile around 
ike boildinf , are guarded by nomerone aoldiera, both 
monnted and foot, who regrulate the approach and witii* 
drawal of carriages, which are constantly going and 
coming. Eleven o'clock p. m. is the time for commencing, 
gioierallyon Saturday or Sonday evening, when the world 
is most at leisure to attend to amnsements. Arrived 
tiwre, all men are admitted, who have tickets and are de« 
eently dressed, either plainly or fancifally ; and women 
in any tidy garments, be they petticoats or breeches, if 
masked. Masks are coniined to women, who are com* 
pelled to wear them. 

The first resort of a stranger is to the npper boxes, 
whence he can obtain a *'coai)-d'oeil" of all that is be- 
neath him. On entering, the intense brilliancy dazzles 
tiie nnaccQstomed eye. A thousand gas-burners emit as 
many jets of flame, reflected back from numerous mirrors, 
and cut pendants of glass chandeliers, which, agitated 
by the trembling building, shaken by innumerable dancers, 
twinkle like the stars of the firmament. Looking, how- 
ever, below and beyond the blaze, we have a view of the 
pit, covered with a spring-floor, and enlarged by the ad- 
dition of the stage to more than double its nsufd dimen- 
sions. It is occupied with two or three thousand dancers, 
decked in habiliments of all kinds and colours, the fasbioii 
of every nation and age, and representing animals of va- 
hons climes. Presently you behold this immense assembly 
dancing a quadrille with the most uncouth and extrava- 
gant gestures ; leaping, walking on their hands and feet, 
like quadrupeds, or on their knees. Sometimes, from 
being intentionally tripped by one another, and pushed 
bjr the crowd, a dozen, perhaps, are lying on the floor, 
kicking, screaming and rolling, men and women together. 
The mnsic changes, and a gallopade finishes the figure, 
which grows every moment quicker and quicker, till it 
becomes a race around the halls, in which each one dis- 
regards both time and tune in the eager attempt to out- 
strip the rest. This is varied by the polka, a waltz, and 
the mazourka. 

Beyond the dancers, in the back part of the stage, is 
placed the orchestra, to me the most attractive piurt of 
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•11 tiiat li prasented before us. Two hundred of tiie 
finest masicians, which thie city of music can prodocej* 
sre here collected. In the midst is seen Masard, the con- 
ductor, whose vigorous exertions in fionrishing his baton 
and goiding the players rival the polkars before him. 

It is altogether impossible to remain longer in the box 
gating. If the harp of one man, like Orpheus, ooold 
overcome the natoral relnctance of oak and granite, and 
lonse them to a courUrj/ dance» sorely Ihe masic of two 
hmidred professors, every one doubtless very mnch his 
SQperior, must animate even the wooden legs of the gray- 
haired pensioners themselves. Mine, at any rate, which 
do not pretend to be either marble or timber, soon gave- 
way to the delicious epidemic, and I found myself ming- 
ling with the enthusiastic multitude. Perhaps we may 
find among the masks some which conceal intellect and 
beauty. With great difficulty at length we get upon '' the 
floor." Four thousand persons are here, and every avenue 
is clogged. Tour path is stopped by many, who seize 
yovL by the arm, and forcibly restrain your progress, at 
the same time whispering some impertinent compliment 
or merry nonsense. Perfect freedom of speech and action 
xeigns. Nothing is too gross to be said, and very little 
that is not permitted to be done. Have you ever escaped 
from the turmoil of the city, and, wandering in the green 
woods, far from the dwellingrs of men, where none could 
hear your voice, have you ever then tiirown yourself upon 
tiie verdant sward, rolled about in perfect wantonness, 
ahonted and sang and screamed, till the hills reverberated 
tiie sound, and the birds flew about astonished at the sud- 
den nproar ? If yon have, yon may obtain a faint con- 
ception of the abandon of this unparalleled assembly. 

The mask worn by the ladies is made of black silk^ 
satin, or velvet. It is so small, that it serves only ta 
cover the eyes, nose, and part of the cheeks, leaving the 
month and chin exposed, or but partially concealed by a 
^ece of black lace attached to it. — This exposure is suffi- 
cient to enable one to distinguish the comparative age, 
and to judge pretty correctly of the charms of the 
wearer. The domino is merely a mantle of silk with 
edgings of lace, and serves to hide the form of the person.. 
This is.not, as I have remarked, the only female dress,. 
bat it is the one worn by such as really desire to conceal 
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Iheir fhce and flgared. The prettier tiie person, iiie mora 
of it 18 generally to be eeen. 

Among the masks were many, certainly a (bird, who 
wore the garments of men, each as those of sailors, 
Scotch^ Swiss, and the dress of pages at court. With 
ttie metamor^iosis, their characters were also changed, 
and tiiey were observed to be the roughest and most 
Ibolish, and even indecent in their behaviour. Those, 
who c^ect to the close contact of the sexes in the 
^ mazes of the giddy waltz/* might not think the evil 
any greater in this than in other dances, were they to 
obeerve the still closer affinity in the quadrilles. Saoh 
warm embraces are never seen in America, not even at 
tiie parting or re-nnion of relations or friends. 

It is part of the etiquette of the evening, whether in 
the dance, or out, to embrace all. One, in particular, 
dii^n^ised in the skin of a white bear, went round with 
open moutii, and, as if partaking the characteristics of 
the beast he personated, hugged almost as forcibly as the 
brate himself, all the women, whose appearance pleased 
his animal taste. Here might be seen a mask, climbing 
upon the shoulders of a cavalier, and rudely assisted to 
ascend by the pushes of the passers by. Others were 
observed sitting in each other's laps, fondling and kiss- 
ing. — Bare necks indeed were considered public property, 
and received salutes with as little ceremony as if th^ 
bad been left so for the purpose. 

With a desire to ascertain, merely as a point of philo* 
aophy of course, the real character, if possible, of those 
who were among the principal attractions, I went from 
one to another, talking, dancing and waltzing. The first 
object of my examination proved to be a grisette, mourn-* 
ing for the loss of a bracelet ; her pleasure for the evening 
was destroyed. She had waltzed virith one, whom sfaM» 
suspected to be the purloiner. She unhesitatingly prof- 
fered an assignation with me for the morrow. Chie I 
noticed sitting near me, whose flaxen ringlets revealed 
her to be not only from another country, but of a different 
taste from those around. She was dressed in one of the 
most extravagant costumes of the evening, and I had 
jMneviousIy seen her dancing with a freedom of manner 
quite remarkable. Just now she was refusing in pure 
Castilian the urgent entreaties of a young Spaniard to 



4A OLD WXHB 

join in the next quadrille. Not doubting a nmilar recep* 
tion myself, stilly merely for amusementy I asked we 
fliYoar of her company in the waits, which had jast com- 
menced. She accepted to my astonishment, and in 
French so good that I imagined her a Parisian. To a 
neighbour she afterwards spoke Italian, and with me she 
conversed in excellent English. Expressing my astonish- 
ment at her flaency in so many tongaes, she said she was 
equally so in German. ^* Bat which is your vernacular, I 
would beg to know P" The question met with no satis- 
factory response. '* I have lived in many of the United 
States," she replied, ^'in New York, New Hampshire 
and others. ^< What towns in New Hampshire, my 
wonderful friend P" Among others, she mentioned 
Peterborough. " The birth-place of Judge Smith," I 
remarked. << Yes,*' she responded, ** but the sUver locks 
of. this good old man are nidden in the tomb." — ^'^Did 
yon know the M. family ?" — ** Yes," she said imme- 
diately, ** there are five or six, tall, long-legged sons : I 
remember John and Nat, Sam and Jim, and-^there are 
several more for aught I know." Wasn't she a queer 
acquaintance for a Paris masked ball ? I must not forget 
to say tiiat she polkaed d ravir. The next was pretty 
enoogh to be better. Without urging she gave me her 
address. In the coarse of the evening she sought for me, 
with the desire that I should give her some money to pay 
for her hack, as she was going to retire immediately. 
Two hours after, I saw her dancing with great anima- 
tiim. A fourth lady, whose superior education was very 
•vident, after much urging for her address, wrote thus : 
'T am an angel; my home is in Paradise." Nothing 
farther could I learn. Thus continued this remarkable 
ball, without the least symptom of flagging, till half-past 
flix in the morning, when the last dance was finished, 
and I went home, where I arrived in season for my 
morning visit to the Hospital. 

From this sketch of my experience, some conception 
may be formed, perhaps, of the appearance and customs, 
the character of the persons who attend, their occupation 
while there, and finally, the probable tendency of the 
Bid Masque. I shall leave yon to draw your own con- 
clusion. 
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VI. 

CoBditioBQfWoBMB* Hair Matket at Caen. BouxgeoU Party. Funexalk 

of tiM Rieh and tiM Poor. 

I HAD no sooner set my foot upon the soil of France^ than 
the servitade of the women arrested my attention ; and 
tids^ too, in Havre, the birth-place of Madame de La- 
Ikjrette. In this land of politetse and chivalry., one cannot 
bat notice with wonder the nnmeroas evidences of 
barbarism in Ihe common walks of life. Women are 
employed to sweep the streets, transport the heaviest 
bnrdensy and in numerous other similar occupations. 
Often have I seen them, when age and disease had crip- 
pled their powers, caning two pails of water, whose 
weight wonld terrify an American damsel of twenty 
years, npon shoulders already bowed down by the pres- 
mure of time, mdely jostled by the crowd, with scanty 
dotiiing, and no covering for the head bat a thin cap, 
which did not restrain their silver locks from playing 
around tiieir wrinkled foreheads. Would to God, tiiicr 
were a single instance ! 'lis but a poor picture drawn* 
from the scenes of every-day life. 

At Caen, but a short distance from Bouen, there is a 
market, whither young girls resort, and stand hour after 
hour with their flowing hair, rich and glossy, deriving 
additional lustre from the contrast with their naked 
shoulders. This is the resort of the merchant barbers, 
some of whom come even from England. The merchants* 
pass along among them, examine tiie colour, texture, 
evenness, and other qualities of the beautiful fleece, hag- 
gle for a sous, and finally buy. The hair then, affcer being 
cut as closely as (XMsible to the head, is weighed and 
paid for, and the girl goes home to prepare for another 
shearing, or perhaps to purchase a nusband with her 
money. An iunerican girl prefers to let her hair turn to 
silver on her own head, or if it most be cut off, to enjoy 
the crop herself. 

Higher up in the social scale is the small shopkeeper 
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with Madame, who contributes to the income by teaching 
moBic and Italian, and constructing flowers with 
worsted. Of the first and last she knows but little ; her 
talents, as a polyglot, I am unable to appreciate. She 
has her party, as well as those above her, consisting per- 
haps of thirty persons. Among them was a gentleman, 
who resided with Joseph Bonaparte, at Bordentown, for 
two years. Her apartments are on the second floor, in 
reality the third, for a vintner occupies the ground-floor, 
as a shop. Ton go to the door, and knock with a massive 
zing eight inches in circumference, and so thick, that both 
iiands are well-nigh required to lift it. It makes a tre« 
mendous noise. But— -don't be alarmed, because the door 

S'ves way* It is the concierge, who, in his room at a 
stance sf some forty feet, has pulled the cord attached 
to the spring-latch. Ton shut the door on entering, and 
grope your way along, stumbling and stubbing against 
the pavement, towards the glimmer of the stearine candle 
in the dim distance. The concierge informs you, that 

MadMne D 's rooms are on the second floor, whither 

you pursue your way in the dark, as before. You are 
admitted by the hostess herself into a little entry four 
feet square, deposit your chapeau, and enter the drawing- 
room. This is a " maid of all work." It answers for 
the eating-room, (I know not but kitchen too,) parlour, 
and bed-chamber. In a niche is the bed, with festooned 
curtains. The floor is of tiles, waxed. The walls are 
decorated with daguerrotype portraits of the family, some 
wood-cuts of guinea-pigs, and a horrid daub in oil, 
called a porlrait. The mantel and a case of drawers 
contain^ under a glass shade, specimens of Madame's 
taloits in making flowers, and a metal clock. In a comer 
stands a miserable piano, shockingly out of tune. 

Into this room, thus encumbered with fumitare, yon 
are ushered, and make your obeisance, probably to the 
portrait in oil, the only face that looks at you — no one 
aemns to notice your arrival. The master is engaged in 
talking, and "it does not pay" to leave his conversation 
for a mere form. For a full half-minute, the longest ^ 
liod tiiat a Frenchman is still at one time, you are permit* 
ted to rest. That time is employed in taking a coup 
d^oeil of the company. It is a collection of ugly women 
at fiNTty yean^ and a few girlsi who are admitted into 
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•oei^fyy because tiieir penonal atiractioiis expoae them to 
IM> danger of being led astray. Around is a number of 
moustaches and b^urds, but no fitces are at all perceptible. 
The half-minute is over. You have no time to scrutinise^ 
iHiat indeed would not pay for the labour, for tiie hostess 
advances, seiies you by the hand, and hurries you to the 
dance. Ten couples commence a quadrille in this small 
room. At the piano are seated the two children of 
Madame, from six to ten years of age, who attempt a 
duet. When one of them hurries the time, after having 
got sufficiently ahead, she very obligingly waits for the 
other to " catch up,*' who, having succeeded, thinks it 
time to take the lead herself. Thus they proceed in 
tegular alternations. All this time tiie dancers are per- 
forming wonders with their feet, somewhat at the ex- 
pense of skin and bone, it is true, in so limited a sphere 
of action. There being two tunes, as we have said, the 
oompany have a choice, some preferring one, some the 
other. A considerable irregularity natarally ensues, till 
doubts begin to arise, as to what figure they are attempt- 
ing to execute, when the quadrille becomes a riddle.-— 
Suddenly the noise of the piano changes. All ready for a 
gallopade — away we go, treading on each other's heels, 
and turning round, overturn some one, who chances to 
be next. Ah ! there is a little more room now. The fat 
lady has '^ given in,'* and sits puffiog like a locomotive.— 
We gallop along, the space gradually becomes larger, for 
that young lady, who apparently has no dress on under 
that thin muslin cape, has lost a shoe in the race. Hip I 
«way we go, my partner and I, ''neck and neck," the 
^^lop becomes a •* trot," or a " canter." My partner is 
certainly a Pegasus, and I am on the " rack." Ah I the 
orchestra has stopped peformance. The waltz is now in 
the ascendant, and away we whirl again with another 
old lady, who, I i)erpetually fear, will shake off her curls. 
Were our habiliments different, we might be taken for the 
ancient Athletee contending for the prise of wrestling.— 
No wonder Byron and others have written so touchingly 
of the waltz. It is shocking. Ladies who waltz should 
really abjure tiie bulbous esculents, and breathe of roses. 
'''No, no — I do not wish to dance any more ; I am not a 
polka man, but prefer to look over these card-players."—^ 
TbB interest is great, wbere two sous are at stake. 
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And 80 the scene continues from eight o^clock m the 
evening, to two and a half in the monungy interrupted 
coIy by the entrance of a liquid, called grog — Washing- 
tonuins need not be alarmed — it tastes of nothing bat 
sugar and water, thongh, on a close examination, by the 
olikctories, the presence of a slight homoeopathic dose of 
some land of spirit is detected. 

On inquiry, it is discovered, that at this reunion, there 
is a Fortognese, a German, a Scotchman, and an American. 
Oar hostess is fond of lions, and she has got together i^ 
collection of birds, who warble different tongues; tiie 
consequence is, that, confined in so small a cage, all are 
uneasy and ennuye. I inquired of several the names of 
their neighbours — none knew. Introductions are not 
thought of. 

You who live in a city, which has once had its ball- 
room in a grave yard, wul not be surprised, if ^ou find 
in this letter but a single step between my description of 
a dance and that of a funeral. Such is actual life. The 
house of feasting is often the very next door to the house 
of mourning. One cannot have had his eyes ojpen in 
travelling along through the world, who has failed to 
observe that painful and startling intermingling of comic 
and tragical events, so vividly depicted by the master- 
hand of Sbakspeare. 

^ To-day I chanced to be passing the Church of St. Sal- 
pice, just as a funeral procession was leaving its 
portals. A few days ago I witnessed a similar scene. 
There is nothing remarkable in either of these evente ; 
nothing can be more common than they were. It is this 
very commonness which makes them penetrate the 
thoughtful soul so deeply, and renders them worthy of 
notice. The pageant, wMch is now passing before me^ 
is the funeral of a rich man. A long line of black car- 
riages, drawn by black horses, and driven by coachmen 
in black, followed a hearse in the same sombre colour, 
with numerous curteins, adorned with silver lace and 
tassels, ostrich plumes, and other braveiy. The noble 
horses, fretting under the bit, tossed their heads, richly 
decked with feathers, in the air. The sexton, in Ms long 
official robe, with cocked hat in hand, opened tiie 
coach doors for those who were to follow the honourable 
dead to tiie cemetery of Mount Parnassus ; and with nu« 
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meroQfl bows, apparently regardless of crampling his 
mowy neckcloth, ushered them in. The portals of the 
church were concealed by an ample curtain^ similarly 
embellished ; and within, immediately before the altaj*, 
was erected a temporary maosolenm of black hangings 
to the memory of the deceased. 

The poor man's way to the grave contrasts very sadly 
with all this pompons marshalling of the opnlent to his 
marble tomb. Nothing, in fact, can differ more, nnlessr 
it be their several journeys through the perpetual hard 
toil, and boundless gratifications of their respective lives. 
It is not enough, it seems, to maintain these distinctioner 
while they live ; but they must be thrust as far as possible 
into the silent mansions of the departed ; and, if it were 
practicable, the humble dead would be left literally '^ to 
bury their dead." We shall see in the other funeral occa* 
sion, to which I alluded, how nearly, in some places, 
they have approached the point of requiring the deceased 
poor to walk to the grave themselves. 

It was the obsequies of a — ^nobody — evidently not *' a 
feather in the cap*' of any undertaker. A priest, in his 
long black robe and cocked hat, hurries along, as fast as 
possible, with his prayer-book under his arm. He threads 
the crowded street, dexterously dodges the numerous 
obstructions in the way, occasionally slipping on the 
muddy pavement, in his haste to finish the small job, 
which he has undertaken, of burying a poor man. After 
liim, but scarcely able to keep equal pace with the holy 
man, encumbered as he was with his burden, came a 
person, with a rough unpainted box upon his shoulder, 
containing the remains of mortality. This sweeting 
porter was in his shirt-sleeves, which, unfortunately, for 
the credit of the funeral procession, were not clean. No 
matter. Nobody but myself observed it. Finally, cam& 
the mourners. I should speak more correctly in the sin- 
gular, for there was but one, who strode along, his sabots 
keeping time with the clinking of the living hearse 
before. 

€* Death cuts down til. 
Both great and imall." 

M the Primer beautifully saith. > 
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VII. 



Kniard. Maxdi-GnM. Pere Goriot. Louis Philippe. Bastringues* 
Traiteun. Feasts. Clergy. Confession. Older of the " Holy 
Cross." 

Thb Carnivaly with all its pleasures, extravagances and 
absurdities, is at length finished. The masked balls are 
suspended. The numerous crowds of joyous beings no 
longer throng the theatres and other dancing saloons. 
The reign of " Masard the Great," the distinguished 
composer of quadrilles and dances, is at an end. At one 
of the last balls at the Grand Opera, where he officiates 
as conductor of the two hundred musicians collected 
there, a number of the giddy dancers, making their way 
through their midst, penetrated to his throne, and taking 
him thence, bore him in triumph around the theatre,, 
which rang with the voices of some six thousand persons,, 
shouting vive Musard, le Rot de la Danse, The greatest 
excitement prevailed for some length of time in spite of 
the efiPorts of the soldiers and municipal guards, always 
present in all public assemblies, to prevent disturbance. 

Mardi'Grasy or the fourth of February, being the last? 
day of the Carnival, is the great holiday of the season* 
Into this is crowded more of folly and mirth, than any 
otiier day in the year. The whole community are per* 
mitted on this occasion to appear masked in the street^ 
and under cover of this license to commit a thousand ex- 
travagances, which amuse this easily excited people. On 
tiie Boulevards — the fashionable promenade — crowds of 

Seople throng the trottoirs to witness the maskers, wfao^ 
ressed in every colour and fashion, rode through the 
streets in open vehicles. One I saw striding a poor old 
borse, whose every bone was distinctly visible through 
his shaved skin. The window of a victualer in tho 
vicinity, attracted a large crowd. In it was displayed 
an immense turkey, apparently of some thirty pounds 
weight, stuffed with truffles. On it was affixed & label^ 
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stating that it was to be sent to the Dake of WelliDgton 
at a cost of one hundred dollars. 

Mardi-Gras is the gala-day of the batchers; and the 
principal object of attraction is the procession, which is 
forffied by them. It is bat the remnant, however, of a 
great ceremony of olden times. The progress of modem 
refinement has gradually been detracting from the interest 
fbrmerly attached to it, and soon, like others of these- 
cnstoms, it will fall into disuse, and finally be entirely 
neglected. From the fact of an ox, the largest and fat- 
test that can be found, being led around the city ia 
triumphal procession, and afterwards slaughtered, I have 
thought, that it might be the remnant of some religious 
solemnity, and that the ox was sacrificed to Jupiter, or 
some of the other heathen divinities. As it is, I will 
attempt a slight description. In order to make the entire 
circuit of the city, to visit the numerous public slaughter- 
houses, two days are employed; Mardi-Gras or Shrove 
Tuesday, and the Sunday preceding. They visit the 
King, the Ministers of State, and other functionaries. I 
was present at the Palace of the Tailleries on the visita- 
tion of Louis Philippe. First, sedately marched a de- 
tachment of the Municipal Guards, then a band of 
musicians, each in a different dress of the most fantastic 
character, playing the popular airs of the day. lliese- 
were followed by a detachment of young butchers on 
horseback, whose garbs represented the Jashions of the 
courtiers of by -gone days. Surrounded by six or eightr 
athletic men, bearing axes and other implements of this 
kind with wreaths upon their heads, who might be called 
the pall-bearers, came the colossal ox — the renowned 
Pere Goriot, as he is styled — having a velvet mantle 
trimmed with gold lace upon his back, and his silvered 
horns glistening in the sunbeams. For a wonder the sua 
shone brightly for the first time during many weeks. Ia 
fear that he might be unable to walk two days in this 
procession, this place was filled on Sunday by one of the- 
five others, who were competitors for the honours of 
Mardi-Gras. After him came a triumphal car, drawn by 
four horses in gorgeous trappings, in which were eight 
or ten of the butchers, apparently representing the my- 
fhological divinities. In their midst was a young child 
of some five years of age, who is called '* VAmxmr,^* B» 
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was clothed in a white miiBlin frock, with short sleevecrJ 
Around his head was a wreath of roses. I pitied this 
child, for the day was very cold. On the Sanday previ- 
oas his little arms were pnrple, and he trembled involnn- 
tarily. Enveloped in a cloak and in my thick clothing, I 
was uncomfortable on this, one of the coldest days of the 
season. In the court-yard of the palace the procession 
ludted. The King, Queen, and the young Count of Paris, 
the heir to the throne, came out upon the balcony, and 
ealated the dense crowd, which filled the place. It 
grieved me to notice the feeble shouts of the people at 
the appearance of the King. I longed to hear those old 
walls ring, and his ears to be regaled with such huzzas 
as greet Daniel Webster, or any of our great men, when 
coming before the people. I was sorry to see another 
proof of the little appreciation the people have for a 
monarch, the wisest in the world, who consults with 
great tact the best interests of France. 

At a sign from the King, the cortege dismounted, and 
while some danced the Polka to the fine music of the 
band, others, at his particular invitation, entered the 
palace, bearing with them " Love," who probably was 
not sorry to have an opportunity to warm his chilled 
members. During this interview, an incident worthy of 
notice occurred. While the attention of the royal family 
was otherwise directed, one of the butchers, in the garb 
of a courtier of the time of Louis XIV., made his appear- 
ance in the balcony, which a short time [previous had 
been occupied by the King. He was received by the 
crowd with great cheering. A liveried menial, authori- 
tatively striking him upon the back, soon brought him to 
his proper place. The interview finished, they returned 
to their proper stations, the cortege again commenced 
its march, the King retired, and shortly after the court* 
yard was empty. The poor ox too soon finished his 
journey, and duly killed and dressed, was eaten, a portion 
by the royal family of France, another portion forwarded 
to London, formed a part of the Lent dinner of Queen 
Victoria and her spouse— Marshal Soult and the other 
ministers shared the remainder — and thus ended the days 
of the Pere Goriot of 1845. 

The evening of this day was spent by many of the 
inhabitants of Paris, in attending the masked balls, of 
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which there were some twenty. The halls at the bar- 
riers were also fally attended. These are at the places 
called BastringtL9s, Oatside of the barriers are the 
booses and gardens of traiteurs, a kind of victualler. 
They are called, ^uinffuettes ; and here the lower classes 
resort in great nambers to drink and to eat; for the 
wine and provisions not having paid the tax> which in 
levied by the government on every article brought within 
the city walls, can be afforded of a better quality for 
the same money. For instance, a bottle of Burgundy 
wine pays eight cents duty, and is worth twenty cents 
in the city. In these guinguettes it may be obtained for 
nearly half the money. When a guinguette adds an: 
orchestra and a ball-room to its other attractions^ it i» 
called a bastringue. At the barrier St. Martin there are 
numerous places of this sort, and, for a great number of 
years, there has existed a custom at the close of the 
Carnival, after finishing the bal-masques of the city, for 
all the maskers to ride to this barrier. This has received 
the name of '' the descent of the masks." In order to see 
it in the company of my friends, I arrived at the barrier 
at four o'clock, a. m. It being then too early, the city 
balls not having finished, we went into one of these 
bastringues. The price of admission was tenpence, 
or one franc each, and entitled us to admission and a 
bottle of wine a-piece, either white or red Burgundy^ 
and of quite a good quality. See us then entering with 
a bottle in one hand, a tumbler in the other, with hat 
askew, endeavouring to have the appearance of *' being 
no better than we should be," — a very necessary pre- 
caution in this quarter of the city, and at this time of 
night. At tables around the room were seated the men^ 
women and children of the lowest classes of society, 
80me eating, all drinking. The soiled dresses gave not 
a very pleasant odour to the place. On one side, an 
orchestra of perhaps a dozen musicians were hard at 
work, and before them sixty or more dancing with great 
energy, evidently endeavouring to "get their money's 
worSi." The space for dancing was surrounded by a 
fence, to keep off the crowd, for the dancers paid for 
each performance Hve cents. At the end of the figure 
the place was vacated, and a man at the gates took his 
toll on each one, as he entered. Some time was passed 
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here quite pleaBantly, but Boon the piaskers beginning to ' 
arrive, we went into the Btreet to view them. For 
several hours we stood witnessing the constant snc- 
cession of carriages passing by, filled with women and 
men, some having lanterns or torches, laughing and 
shouting, and at seven in the morning we retired^ the 
current still rolling on. 

This custom, like many of the others connected with 
the observance of the Carnival, is fast wearing away, 
and now it is observed more as a matter of habit, than 
one of real interest. Indeed, the observance of the 
ceremonies connected with the Catholic church, are here 
very much neglected. Their feast days and fast days 
pass like all others, and are known only by the sound of 
the bells, which announce them. If you enter the 
«hurches on any of these days, unless perhaps on Christ- 
mas, you find but very few worshippers. The marriages 
are solemnized in the churches, but those that are mar- 
ried are, when there, inattentive to the service^ and 
employed, sometimes in conversing, sometimes in laugh- 
ing. I have even Been the bridegroom with great 
difficulty restraining his laughter. The Catholic religion 
prescribes a peculiar diet for particular seasons, yet few 
conform to it; and, when asked the reason, and on being 
charged with not being Catholics^ they reply, that they 
are Catholics, but not " devotes^ I inquired of several 
what they said when they went to confession? They 
replied, that *^ they merely answered the questions of the 
priest." Bat did you not confess, literally speaking, any 
sin that you had committed ? '* If he asked me, I dia, 
sometimes^ Thus, the confessional is merely a dead- 
letter, a form only. I am afraid that the character of 
the priests in general, is not such as to raise the standard 
of religion, or even of morality. Many of the better 
classes, of both sexes, have said to me, after conversing 
upon their habits with that freedom, which is done only 
in France, " I like the religion very much, but I do not 
like the priests." The grisettes have given me de- 
scriptions of their actions and conversation, even in the 
confessional, which are equal to anything in the bode 
published as the disclosures of Maria Monk. For their 
truth I cannot vouch. They have, however, been told 
loe by more than one, names noentioQed, and even flA 
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chnrches to which they were attached, the descriptioii 
of the person, kc, '&c. They are sach, that if true, 
must necessarily sink their repntation in the eyes of 
every one. Is it strange, that with such a clergy, or at 
least with the general belief among the community of 
their character, that the reputation of the church should 
decline ? 

His holiness, the Pope,« is in not in much better repute* 
Falsehood, however, is the crime alleged to him. tSus 
passion for wearing decorations is here the mania, as that 
for wearing the title of Major, or General, is in the 
United States. The order of the Holy Cross, in the gift 
of the Pope, may be bought, as I am credibly informed, fcnr 
£fty dollars, from his ambassador, and with it, a statement 
fiiom the Pope himself, that it was earned by some meri* 
4x)rious deed, which is mentioned with numerous parti* 
oalars, done in behalf of the church. T question, if the 
Puseyites in receiving the creed, accept the Pope and lue 
•clergy with it. The protestants of Paris have a mnoli 
liigher reputation. They are styled by the CathoUee 

*G7egory XVI, Since deceued* 
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VIII. 

Weather. Fuel. Poor. Grand Opera. Viennese Dancing Girlg. Car* 
lotta Orisi. Duchen D'Aumale. Prineeas and Prince De JoinviUe. 
FenianL Mario. Julia Griai. 

This has been an nncomfortable winter. I wonld not 
complain, merely because the French langitage is a 
stranger to the word comfort; bat the misery is, that com* 
fort is not to be met with anywhere, neither in the lan« 
gnage, nor the honses, nor the streets. Many of the 
latter are shockingly muddy and destitute of trottoirs; 
and the sidewalks, where any exist, are so narrow, that it 
is necessary to step into the gutter, to permit another 
person to pass. Without being very cold, the weather 
IB often excessively chilly. On the day of the meeting of 
the Chamber of Deputies in the latter part of December, 
a fog, as dense as any that float over the river Connecti- 
cut in a summer's morning, enveloped the city, completely 
shrouding the king and the whole military host from view. 
It lasted all the day and nighty the impenetrable darkness 
of which resisting every effort to disperse it by extra 
lights at the comers of the streets, occasioned serious 
accidents. Such is the state of things abroad. The 
administration of affairs within doors is very little 
better. In the ordinary sort of residences, a room i» 
separated from the rest of the house by a frame covered 
With paper. The windows are large, and open with a 
hinge. These are frail defences against a wintry atmos- 
phere ; for snow and ice are not uncommon visitants at 
Paris. The means of warming these airy dwellings is, 
perhaps, a wJiiJte China stove ; and the heat, envolved by 
the combustion of green wood, of course takes French 
^ve up the chimney. I believe it impossible to get 
^"^ wood here, because it is sold by weight. 

For several days past the weather has been cold and 

*^Ann, wet and dry. The thermometer has fallen to 14 

^« Fahrenheit^ and the cold has quite terrified th& 
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people, onaccuBtomed to snch severity. The Seine was 
irozen over a few days, sufficiently to suspend naviga- 
tion. This, apparently a trivial matter, was of very 
great importance to the inhabitants, especially the poor r 
for the suspension of navigation immediately produced 
an advance in the price of coal of five cents on the 
hundred pounds. The French custom, which exists 
among the better classes from inclination, and among 
the lower from neceessity, of living from '^ hand to 
mouth," obliges them to purchase fuel every week; so 
that, in case of obstruction in navigation, the stock on 
hand is soon exhausted; especially at this time, when 
the consumption is much more rapid than usual, in con- 
sequence of the augmented rigour of the weather. Thus 
the great evil in this, as in most other cases, in France, 
falls upon the poor. Several slight showers of snow, 
which covered the dirty streets with a white coat of 
Bome two inches in thickness, has entirely destroyed the 
equilibrium of the people. Were they half as active in 
removing the slimy, slippery filth, which fills most of the 
thoroughfares, as they are in carting away this cleanly 
visitor, more might be said of their neatness, which can- 
not now be included in the catalogue of their virtues. 
Indeed, the papers are loud in their praises of the depart- 
ment for putting three thousand workmen (half women !)• 
and six hundred carts in employ to remove the snow, and 
empty it into the Seine. 

Saturday evening I attended the Grand Opera, on the 
occasion of the benefit of thirty-six young dancing girls 
from Vienna. These children are between the ages of 
four and fifteen years, and their astonishing performances 
have drawn a crowd during six weeks which has filled 
the largest theatre in Paris. On this evening, notwith- 
standing the prices were nearly doubled, (varying from 
one dollar to four, according to the situation,) the house 
was crammed to its utmost capacity. The play of Mo- 
licre's Le Bourgeoise Gentilhomme, afibrded an excellent 
opportunity for these performers. The Polka and Ma- 
zourka were introduced with great effect. The novel 
and difficult figures, and the extraordinary skill of these 
little children, brought down thunders of applause. 
Though viewing them with pleasure, I could not banish 
the thought^ tiiat their lot at present was similar to that 
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of dancing dogs ; that their wonderful art and grace were 
not acquired in the splendid satin robes which they then 
wore, but in soiled rags, and at the expense of reproofe 
«nd blows. Their sweet countenances, as yet unused to 
^dissimulation, too plainly revealed the fact, that this ex- 
hibition, causing transports to others, was a weary labour 
to them. But when the beholder thinks of their future 
life, his pleasure is still further diminished. Young and 
innocent now^very soon they become kept mistresses; 
and their descent is afterwards rapid to the condition of 
the common courtezan, the street-sweeper, the inmate 
of the hospital, the subject of the dissecting-room ! Here 
we leave them — the secrets of another world are not, as 
yet, unfolded. 

The " Ball of Gustavus," among others of reputation, 
introduced Mademoiselle Carlotta Grisi, who, after EU- 
«ler and Cerito, holds the first rank as a dancer ; Tag- 
lioni's departure from the stage makiog her the third on 
the list. According to the opinion of many, sanctioned 
by the general applause which she elicited — 

*« She ne^er danoed better. 
Every footstep fell as lightly 
As the moonbeam on the waters." 

In the concluding dance by the Viennese, some one, 
instead of a bouquet, more wisely threw upon the stage 
several boxes of smgar-plums, the breaking of which 
oaused more activity than grace among them. Those 
>vho thought them Cupids before, suffered a terrible shock 
an their feelings by the sudden metamorphosis. 

Among the distinguished spectators were the Duchem 
d'Aumale, and the Princess and Prince de Joinville. The 
keenest aspirer for rank and station, unless totally devoid 
of taste, would hesitate to acc^t the eminence of the 
young prince, if he were obliged to take with it the pria- 
oess also. To be sure, he would possess a princess of 
S^zil, and a heap of gold and diamonds ; but with thean 
must be includea a face, whose most prominent charae- 
teristic is a long nose^ which does not appear less long; 
or «gly, because it is princely ; a skin, probably colomd 
by contact with Brazilian gold; and a nedc> vtbkd^y 
ihoagh rivaling the 8waa'« in lengthy t/fsMjAj does adft 
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in whiteness, or in grace. Her head-dress, of flamingo 
coloQrs, was deficient in that taste, which belongs to 
•every French woman of the realm. The Dacheis 
d'Aamale, though coming from the extreme south of 
Italy, has the complexion of a Saxon. Her face, devoid 
of colour, is deformed by a nose, which, sympathising 
with her neighbour's in length, has apparently received 
-flK>me blow, which renders it somewhat of a pug. This 
as a term I desire to use with diffidence, because I fear 
it may not be often heard at court in relation to the nasal 
organs of royalty. If not, you must pardon me for the 
«ake of the truth which it expresses. A feather of Ji 
i^luish tint was well arranged, and dropped gracefally 
over the left ear. In short, neither they nor the prince 
^were adapted to make a favourable impression on one^ 
whose ideas of the beauty of princesses and princes had 
been drawn from his researches in the Arabian Night* 
Entertainments. 

Last evening was the benefit of Madame Grisi, at the 
Italian Opera, and a large c(»npany of auditors ^' assisted,'* 
«s the French phrase has it, at the representation. The 
evening performances commenced with the first act of 
''^La Somnambula," by Bellini, in which Madame Persiani, 
and Monsieur Mario sung most delightfully. The praises 
of both of these celebrated actors have been wafted all over 
the world ; it is therefore needless for me to attempt a 
description. Her voice is not powerful, but sweet and 
flexible, and lingers on the ear long after its sounds have 
died away. It is in her graceful execution, that she is 
most distinguished. All vocalists know the great difll- 
oolty of singing softily, and at the same time well. Bat 
Persiani executes the most difficult strains upon the lowest 
and highest keys alike, in the most touching manner, when 
the least noise in the house would entirely drown her 
notes. Her shakes and trills, like the motion of the treni« 
Uing leaves of the silver aspen, which rustle without a 
breath of wind, are performed without apparent effoiL 
In personal appearance it cannot be denied, that she is rap 
ther plain. *' I would not hear her enemies say so." The 
«rities, I believe, give her ^e palm among the artists in 
£aras. 

ICario is by birth a Prince of Ital^, bat, like many oIlieBi 
#f ihat ooan^, vas poor. If he is so now, it is his oim 
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faulty as his large salary at this theatre, and in Lonclox2> 
if savedy would soon enrich him. In point of rank, he 
stands below the celebrated Babini, now in St. Peters- 
burg. His voice is a fine tenor, sweet and flexible, and 
is augmented in compass by a falsetto of very superior 
excellence. As an actor, he is not distinguished. The 
second piece, the famous Norma, likewise by Bellini, ex- 
hibited Grisi in her best character. The residents in and 
around New Jersey, are all familiar with the Opera ; but 
were they to witness the '' queen of song," in this her best 
part, I think they would be obliged to confess, that '' the 
naif had never been told them !" 

Though to Grisi, as a singer, is assigned by the critics 
a rank inferior to Persiani, and Dorus Gras of the French 
Opera, her performances are much better liked. This is 
because she combines beauty with tragic and musical ta- 
lent. As a beauty, she is not precisely what we should 
call so in America, where women, thus distinguished, must 
not very much exceed the age of twenty years. At forty- 
five, Madame Grisi is not a rose-bud, but the full blown 
flower. In her, one looks in vain for the delicious tint of 
youth, but this by gaslight is not much needed. In its 
place shines out the matured woman. Her face is oval^ 
full, with regular features, Grecian nose, exquisitely beau- 
tiful teeth, and black, glossy hair, which, in length and 
beauty, rivals George Sands' description of the famous 
chevelure, of the Princess Quintilian. Her eyes may be 
gray, or blue, or black. One can scarcely seize their co- 
lour, so changeable are they every moment. The expres- 
sion of the countenance, when at rest, is sad, melancholy ; 
but, when excited by the character which she personates, 
it vividly reflects her varying emotions. As a tragedian, I 
have seen no equal in her sex. In the distinct line of 
tragedy, where plain prose is unencumbered with musical 
expression, I question, if she does not surpass even Rachel 
herself. Though labouring under this serious disadvantage, 
her passages are enunciated with startling impetuosity. 
Her tones and acts of tenderness, or passion, possess a 
truthfulness, which find a response in the breast of every 
hearer. If inferior in talent and cultivation, as a singer^ 
to Persiani, or Dorus Gras, which I am, myself, unwilling 
to allow, her immensely powerful voice, far superior to 
either of her rivals^ added to her imposing presence^ and 
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tragric force, renders her by far the superior artist. This 
is evident from the fact, that she is engaged for the coming 
season in London at the Qaeen's Theatre, while Persian! 
is rejected. 

It is really a pity, that one, so distinguished for talents, 
should be almost as much so for her gallantry. Her 
fanstory, as far as I can learn, is substantially this. She 
was bom in a small village near Milan, where she first 
appeared. Nothing very remarkable distinguished her 
jierformances there. For several years she sang unno- 
ticed, till accident brought her to Paris. Following the 
fortunes of a banished lover, she broke her theatrical en- 
gagement, and the next we hear of her is on the French 
stage, and at the same time the mistress of an English 
nobleman. Her beauty and talents induced Lord Castle- 
reagh to overlook her character as a woman, and he soon 
after married her. After a few years, being divorced by 
law, and once more free, she lived with the celebrated pro- 
fessor Bellini (who wrote for her "/ Puritani,**) till his 
4eath, when she passed to the great singer Bubini, now at 
St. Petersburg, On his departure, his place in the affections 
of this apparently easily pleased woman, was soon sup- 
plied by his successor at the opera, Mario. This lady, 
whose talents and beauty may shade, but cannot conceal 
her faults, was received on this night of her benefits with 
boundless plaudits, and pelted with bouquets throughout 
the evening. At the close of the performance, when 
called out to receive the homage of the audience, her path 
was literally on flowers. Wreaths and bouquets almost 
covered the stage, thrown by the fair hands of the nobility 
and beauty of France. Her salary for six months in Paris 
is sixty thousand dollars, and it is the same in London. 
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IX. 



Ii}V« of Country. Dangers of Assassination* Tapis Francs. Prevalenceir 
of Crime. The Morgue. Henri Herz. Concert of Sixteen Pianoa- 
and thirty-two players. Priests. Midwifery. Artificial arm. 

Thb reception of letters from home^ after a lapse of al<* 
most five months without the least tidings^ has a very en- 
livening efPect. I am astonished at the avidity with 
which I seek for news from America^ though of persons 
8nd things of which I possessed no previous knowledge : 
every thing is attended with interest. Ah ! the ties that 
bind one to his country are strong indeed. They live iii 
ti^e forest of his recollections. They are bound strongly 
mround the family tree, and run along its numerou» 
bnmches. They cling to the stumps of old friendships^ 
which seem to have received new life, and wind them- 
selves around the unfading image of schoolboy days^ 
which, like the solitary pine, a scathed and blackened 
remnant of a noble company, that have passed away for 
ever, still exists, a pleasant vision in the soul, thoogb 
draped by sorrow and bereavement. They are twisted 
together with old loves, which, though their verdant top» 
have been loug since dead, remain firmly fixed in th& 
heart. 

One may well think of home, when it is so uncertain 
whether he will ever see again the shores of his native^ 
country. Not only does he encounter the chances of a 
natural death from change of climate, the dangers of the sea^ 
and the accidents of travel by land, but even when quietly 
at rest in his Paris home, he is subject to one unknown ia 
the United States. The hazard of assassination is by no- 
means slight, and is equally dreaded by the man of cou- 
rage and the timid. To give you a faint conception, I will 
mention a few circumstuices, which have lately happened 
in this city, filled as it is with troops constantly on guard 
in numerous places; with agents of police, and secret 
spies of govenmient. One can scarcely go ten steps at 
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nddday or midnight, without meeting some of these gen- 
try. Notwithstanding this, a young woman walking, a 
abort time ago, through the very heart of the city, was 
met, near the Italian Oi)era House, by a well dressed 
man, who, after passing her, turned suddenly round, and 
placed a mask of pitch upon her face, so that she could 
neither call for assistance, nor even breathe. He bound 
her fast, and, after robbing her of one dollar and seventy- 
five cents, leffc her to her fate. Fortunately, she was soon 
discovered and her mask removed, before she was entirely 
suffocated. This was transacted almost under the eyes 
of the guard, and at only eleven o'clock at night. 

Scarcely two weeks ago, the police surrounded the 
guinguettes and tapis francs, at the barrier of St. Martin's,, 
which I visited a short time before, and gave you a slight 
description of, in a recent letter. The readers of Eugene 
Sue's " Mysteries of Paris," very well know the character 
of the tapis franc. They took irom them two hundred 
and zdnety-nine persons, and put them into prison. On a 
ffi^sequent examination, one hundred and ninety-nine of 
tiiem, who could give a satisfactory account of their 
manner or living, were set at liberty. The remaining 
one hundred are retained for trial. Among them are 
immerous murderers, thieves, and other felons. An entire 
band of assassins and thieves, to the number of eighteen^ 
was included in this single draught of the net of the 
police. 

In a part of one of these tapis francs, called the Cave, 
was found the body of a murdered man. 

Ten days ago, the chief of a band of murderers and 
robbers was guillotined. Though but twenty-three- 
years of age, young Fourrier had confessedly killed 
twenty-four men I I hope that this is not a specimen of 
tiie Fourrier system, which my friend Horace Greely so 
warmly and ably advocates. I saw his body and head in 
the diasecting-room. His physiognomy would not lead 
any one to doubt the truth of the charges alleged against 
him. 

A carriage was stopped, a few nights since, in front of 
Meurice's Hotel— the resort of all American and English 
travellers — and its occupcmts plundered at nine in the 
eve I Coming still nearer, only Monday evening last, 
ia the next street to me> a man waa assassinated and 



M OLD WINE 

robbed of two or three dollars at ten o'clock in the night. 
In this short street there is a guard-house, and having a 
friend residing tiiere^ I have been accostomed to pass 
through it at all hoars of the night. 

Some of my brare Americans may ask me^ ''Why do 
yon not carry arms> so that^ when yon see a suspicious 
individual approaching^ you may be ready ?" In answer 
to this I say> the assassins are not suspicious looking 
individuals. As you are walking in the street, you pass 
a well-dressed man, who instantly turns, and the first 
suspicion of your danger is derived from feeling a poniard 
in the back. 'Tls then too late to stand on the defensive, 
and draw your dagger. lu a moment you are robbed, 
and thrown over the quay into the Seine. The next 
morning your friends, seeking for you, find your body in 
the Morgue. 

This structure has been often described. It is a building 
appropriated for a receptacle of all persons found dead in 
the city. As I pass by it, on my way to the hospital 
** Hotel-Dieu," I frequently look in. What tales of 
suffering those gloomy walls might tell, could they but 
echo back the groans of the many wretches that have 
therein been deposited ! The poor seduced girl, who in 
despair has thrown herself from the quay into the rapid, 
turbid Seine, is fished up, brought hither, stripped of all 
her clothing, which is hung by her side, a soiled cloth 
placed upon her loins, and exposed for public exhibition. 
Here, too, is brought the miserable and decrepid man, 
who has died from cold ar.d hunger at the comer of a 
street. But no one claims his withered, meagre body, 
and he is carried to the silent tomb in a coffin of rough 
boards, without a relative to follow him to the grave, or 
a friend to shed a tear. Poverty begets no friends. 

To change the subject, let me tell you of a concert 
which I attended on the 20th. It was given by the 
celebrated Henri Herz, whose music is in the hands of 
every one in the United States. It was held at half-past 
one o'clock p. m., in his saloon. This is one of the most 
magnificent rooms in Paris. Its lofty walls are supported 
by numerous richly carved and gilt pillars, and orna- 
mented with portraits in fresco of Weber, Beethoven, 
and others. The whole interior was radiant with gold, 
and this moming, with diamonds, bright eyes, and 



IN KSW BOTTLES. 6f 

beaming faces. The performances contisfed principally 
of dnos, trios, and quartettes, upon the piano, by the 
jmpils of Herz, together with some fine solo singing and 
solos on the violin and bass-viol, or as more fashionably 
styled, violincello. Herz himself assisted in one piece, 
but it was not one calculated to exhibit his powers. The 
most peculiar compositions were the following: ''Over>- 
tare of ' Paits d' Amour,' Balfe, arranged for fifteen pianos 
by M. Billard, and executed by thirty pupils." " Over* 
tore of * Semiramide,' Rosini, arranged for sixteen pianos 
and executed by thirty- two pupils." These were produced 
with very fine effect. Such a number of instruments oi 
this kind played together, is, I think, a novelty, even in 
Paris. This concert was entirely gratuitous, and intended 
to exhibit the proficiency of the pupils, many of whom 
had gained prizes. The pianists were all young girls, 
whose ages varied from twelve to twenty. The youngest 
indeed executed as well, if not better, than any of the 
others. In short, it was a performance which well 
sustained the reputation of their instructor. 

In music and dancing one frequently has a pot-pourru 
I think, that a similar melange of tittle-tattle, odds-and- 
ends, and gossip, may well enough serve the turn of 
bringing this letter to a close. Voila ! Two great men 
honour Paris with their presence, — Lord Brougham, and 
General Tom Thumb. M. Michelet, the celebrated 
lecturer and writer, has lately issued a work, of which 
the first edition was almost immediately sold ; the second 
edition being issued in three weeks. It is entitled <^ The 
priest, the wife, the family." The attack, commenced in 
previous works against the clergy, as at present existing, 
IS kept up with great spirit. M. Michelet lectures three 
times a week at the college of France to a most crowded 
audience, who come from half-an-hour to an hour before- 
hand to obtain a seat. A celebrated Abbe who has at- 
tempted to answer his charges, lecturing with more 
warmth than judgment, has been compelled to discon- 
tinue his course by order of government. 

The treatise on Midwifery by Chailly, of this city, 
translated by Dr. Bedford of New York, has passed into 
a second edition here, much augumented and improved. 
The medical community await with great impatience a 
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treatifle on fhe same subject by the celebrated Paul 
Ihiboisy who is at the head of this branch in France. It 
is the labour of many years, and besides containing all the 
previous information in the relation to it np to the 
present time, will be enriched with new matter, de- 
rived from the investigation of its talented author. It is 
«aid that the work is already in the hands of the pub- 
•ishers. 

Another hospital is shortly to be commenced in this 
icity, to be called the Lonis Philippe. 

M. Magendie read on Monday last, in the name of a 
«oommitte of the Academy, composed of Messrs. Gambey, 
^elpeau, Rayer andMagendie, a report upon an artificial 
-417171, presented by M. Van Petersen, a Dutch sculptor. 
^Mt is not one of the least prodigies of human industry to 
be able in some sort to re-construct the work of the 
Oreator by repairing destroyed organs, and even replacing 
them en^rely, by means of mechanical apparatus. The 
iSiew invention, which M. Magendie has made known to 
the Academy, the object of which is to replace the entire 
arm, and even both of them, is certainly one of the boldest 
-of its kind ; and the service, which it promises to render 
to a large number of mutilated unfortimates, accounts for 
i;he interest with which the committee are examining it. 
^0 replace the arm and hand in all the extent, variety, 
rapidity and precision, which nature has given to tia 
motion of this member, is doubtless a thing impossible; 
•and the inventor exhibits no such lofty pretensions. He 
^proposes only to give to persons, deprived of their arms, 
the power of performing for themselves actions the most 
inmple and necessary to existence. The committee of 
the Academy have seen the invention of M. Van Petersen 
«pon five mutilated individuals, and among others upon 
an invalid, who has been deprived of both arms ever since 
the wars of the emiiire ; and who, by the aid of two 
artificial arms, took with his hand a full glass, carried it 
to his mouth, drank from it without spilling a drop, and 
then replaced the glass upon the table, from which he 
bad taken it. This same disabled man can pick up a pin^ 
take hold of a sheet of paper, &c. 

'< The artificial arm of M. Van Petersen is not adapted 
-indifierently to all who have lost an arm ; those only, 
who have preserved untouched the superior part of the 
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hnmerasy are fitted to profit by it, and it can render no 
service to those who have no stump, and have sabmitted 
to an amputation of the shoulder. The invention is com- 
posed of three parts, articulated and moveable, which re- 
presents the arm, the fore-arm, and the hand. This last 
composes a kind of wrist, with fingers of triple pha- 
langes^ moveable, and maintained in a firm state of flexion 
and resistance with the thumb by springs. The whole 
weigfas scarcely five hundred grammes (equal to about a 
pound of the standard weight of the mint of Paris). The 
fltump of the maimed arm is received in a cavity of the 
machine, and the following is the contrivance, by the aid 
of which M. Van Petersen has succeeded in making the 
^£ti£ferent parts play upon one another. A corset is fast- 
ened over the breast. To this corset are attached cat-gut 
etrings, some of which are fixed to the fore-arm, otl^rs 
to the fingers. When the maimed man carries the stump 
forward, he exerts attraction upon the fore-arm, and 
bends it on the arm. When, on the contrary, he moves 
it backward, the fore-arm sb^tches out upon the arm. — 
It is by this double movement that the hand is carried to, 
or removed from, the mouth. The movements of the 
fingers are produced by analogous mechanism ; and the 
committee have been s^ck with the celerity and preci- 
sion, to which mutilated persons have arrived in executing 
them. The idea of employing a corset, as a support ne- 
cessary to overcome the resistance of mechanical fingers 
shut ]^ springs, is not new. Quite recently, Grafe had 
indicated the purt, which might be drawn upon for the 
construction of a mechanical arm ; but no one, until now, 
bBB been able to execute this project, at least with the 
success "vdiich M. Van Petersen has attained. The com- 
mittee think, that the invention of the latter is preferable 
'to any that has been previously conceived with the same 
'dedgn. They hope, that the author will be able to im- 
prove it vtni furmer, and especially to reduce its price, 
CK> as to render it accessible to the amputated poor and 
to mutilated Boldiers/* 



68 OLD WIKB 



X, 

Fashions. Birth'day of Washington. Ball of the American Ministei^ 
Expenses of the Embassy. Ball of the Cafe Tortonl. 

"What!" — ^I think I hear the ladies say — ^^'so many 
wearisome long letters, and not a word about the idol of 
our hearts. Among dingy princesses with long noses, 
and splendid actresses with short-comings, the empress 
herself, who rales them all, has been overlooked. And 
this, too, in her own metropolis, and in the very seat of 
her fascinating conrt. How is it, that yon only find 
time to prose away about women who wear masks and 
hreeches, and poor he-devils too indigent to get either ; 
artistes of good heekf or voices, rewarded with salaries d. 
one hundred thousand dollars a year, and miserable be- 
ings, of good hearts, who starve in the shadow of the 
theatres and opera-houses, where crowds are paying their 
costly and noisy homage to those frail divinities that 
reign within? Pray, say no more about a nation who 
cannot do without a king, and yet don't know when they 
have got a good one, till you have told us what the 
fashion is." 

Beally, I wonder at the oversight myself. Beside a 
dozen more as good, the intrinsic difficulty of the subject 
must be an ample apology. The painter could not catch 
the Protean features of the inimitable Garrick. Which 
of you can stay the evanescent shapes and tints of the 
sunset clouds, while you are putting them down upon the 
canvass ? If one passes along the streets of Paris to see 
the mode, he is, at the very outset, 'Mn a sea of trouble.'* 
Two persons can hardly be met with, who agree in dress. 
Enter into any place, a hat or bonnet shop, for inslamoe, 
and inquire for their goods in the best style, a half-dozen 
will be shown, all of which the polite tenders assure you» 
are equalljr in the fashion, and equally worn. Everybody 
in the United States knows very well, that the fashions 
there originate in Paris ; bat^ everybody asks, whence do 
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the Parisians get themP This is the important secret, 
which I am about to tell. It was disclosed to me by the 
highest possible authority — which you will all acknow- 
ledge to be so, too — a miUiner in the best street in the Latin 
Suarter, where I reside. In the meantime, pray, ladies, 
on't allow yourselves to be thinking of caps and bon- 
nets, for if you do, not all the *' Brown's and Preston's 
Inejdiaustible Smelling Salts" will prevent a hysterical fit 
after you have heard the secret. When I certify, that this 
accomplished woman has had twenty years' experience in 
the business, I think you will allow, that I know how 
fiishions are invented without the shadow of a doubt. 

Take a stroll in Broadway on any fine day, and yoa 
will observe, that every one is dressed alike. The coat 
is cut the same, the pants are apparently turned out by a 
machine, and boots have toes of the same curve, and 
heels of the same height. I wonder, if those petU'tnaitres, 
who plume themselves on being bien chamse, know, that 
stable-boys in Paris sport French boots. If they are in- 
deed aware of this surprising fact, is it not strange, that 
they should worship them as they do? The freedom 
existing here in the selection of one's dress allows, it 
must be obvious, the exercise of taste. If any one is 
pleased to think, that a particular shape, or combination 
of colour would be becoming, a garment is forthwith 
constructed according to her fancy. Another is struck 
with the phenomenon, approves its taste, and straight- 
way orders one like it. Thus many styles have at the 
game time their respective partizans; but that which 
obtains the largest sufiPirage is said to cluminate, and is 
thenceforth pronounced the fashion. Thereupon it is 
forwarded to America, and seized upon in haste by all, 
each expanding its peculiarities in the most outre man- 
ner, in her eagerness to outdo her neighbours, and become 
the most fashionable. One says, that bustles are the 
&shion; yet six in Paris might be made of the hair, 
straw, bran or cotton, that go to the composition of one, 
which forms the beautiful outline of a Broadway belle. 
At present, indeed, another texture is said to usurp the 
tiirone ; but it is not to be expected, that I should know 
any thing concerning it. 
At several recent balls, where I have been present, I 
' ^bseiTed the different toilets quite critically ; but it it a 
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4iillciilt matter to decide wbat wtm the rage> eSki er 
flfttinsy maslins or velvete. In one thing all agrreed, ikalt 
diamond tiaras, necklaces, ear-rings, &c. &c., were' m 
good taste, provided the stones were as large as smatt 
Iftberts. The toilet for yonng men consists of blaclc 
dress coat and pants, vest of white marseilles embrm* 
d^^, witii a cravat of black satin, or white stamped 
cotton, only long enough to tie in front ; or a vest of 
cassimere embroidered with silk, with a white cravat, a» 
above. Fall toilet requires pumps and silk hose. 

Last evening was passed by most of the Americans in 
Paris in the same manner, as they have been accustomed 
to spend at home the anniversary of the birth of Wash- 
ington. Mr. King, our excellent minister at the court of 
France, opened his house on this occasion for the reeep-^ 
tion of t^ Americans in Paris, and such others as were* 
interested in the welfare of America. This was the first 
ball that his health has permitted him to give this winter^ 
and I think, since his arrival in the country. Unfortn* 
nately the change, from the dry and warm atmosphere of 
bis own state to tMs constantly damp and cold city, pre* 
Tents his seeing his countrymen so often as his natural 
hospitality would dictate. At this time, however, the 
Americans in Paris were collected together for the first 
time. I found several old acquaintances and townsmen^ 
who I imagined to be still at home, where I had left 
them. It was quite late, near eleven o'clock, when I 
arrived, having been detained by the breaking down of 
my hack. As I entered the spacious apartments, and 
flaw the gracefal forms in the mazes of the whirling 
waltz, I did not think the Americans were far behind the 
French, either in beauty or any other respect. The only 
ornament to the rooms was a portrait of Washington^ 
a copy by Healy, from the celebrated original, belonging, 
I believe, but am not sure, to Lord Lansdown. It was, 
at any rate, a portrait of the incomparable Washington, 
and that was enough to arouse all our patriotic 
ardour. It is strange how littlo the French kno w of this 
great man. One of them, on reading my invitation, 
wiiich stated that it was in honour of the birth of Wash« 
ington, very inquisitively asked, " Vashington, Fashinp^ 
t&n, gut est cei Vashington la 9^ At the palace of 
▼ersailles tiiere is a pietare representing a scene in 
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American history^ where General Rocbambean is placedT 
im a most conspicuous situation, and Washington is casfr 
quite into the shade by his greatness. Exotics and other 
flowers embellished, and, at the same time, scattered de» 
lightful odours throughout the saloons. Surrounded by 
tiiose who spoke the same language, and whose brea«t» 
were swelled by similar emotions, for the first time, in 
this land of strangers, I felt myself at home. Here 
were fair examples of the grace and beauty of the citie» 
of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Charleston, New Or* 
leans, as well as specimens of nobility and station in th» 
persona of the Prince and Princess de Joinville, Duke de 
Montpensier, the Austrian, Prussian, and other represen* 
tatives at this Court, and many of the nobility of Eng^ 
land and other countries. The news of the decease of 
the brother of the British Ambassador prevented the at* 
tendance of Lord Cowley. I had the honoor of dancings 
the polka several times with a pretty, graceful, and ani- 
mated grand-daughter of General Lafayette. The present 
consul, Mr. Walsh, the ex-consul, Mr. Draper, and their 
families, were among the guests. Mons. Guizot, whose 
health would not allow him to be there in jjerson, sent bis 
regrets, stating his great respect for the memory of the 
illustrious American patriot. 

With such music as was poured around by Tolbecque 
and his celebrated band, which never fails to infuse life 
and activity into all, who could possibly stand still ? 
Polkas, mazourkas, waltzes, deua? temps et trots, and 
quadrilles, permitted the taste of every one to be grati- 
fied. Moreover, we discovered that " Yankee Doodle*^ 
makes a capital quadrille. 

An excellent table in an adjoining room, loaded with 
every delicacy, allowed the guests to refresh themselves 
as they wished. Behind it the head servant of Mr. King- 
directed his assistants. He is a tall, intelligent negro, 
and appears devotedly attached to his master. I said to 
him one day, ** I am very glad to see you, it looks to m» 
80 much like home.*' ** Ah, yes,*' said he, ** but it is not- 
home ; I shall be glad to return.** This man, though free> 
and in a country where the blacks and whites are on an 
eqaal footing, and beautiful white women are occaston* 
•lly seen promenading arm-in-arm with them in th» 
stteets^ and though gratified here with having numerow 
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white serrants nnder his direction, still prefers his 
«oathem home^ with all the degradations to which he is 
tiiere exposed. At foar o'clock the ball broke np, the 
orchestra playing " Hail Colombia," which received the 
plaudits of the company, when all returned to their tem- 
porary homes, to dream, I fancy, of their real ones, so far 
^tant. 

The American Minister is about to exchange this house 
^r a smaller. His expenses, though giving few dinner 
parties and no balls, amount to scarcely less than seventy 
dollars a day. The wood bill alone for a year is fourteen 
hundred dollars. I was on the point of exclaiming, in- 
crease the salaries of the French and English ambassadors, 
or else abolish their offices, when a sudden thought quite 
checked my indignation. How many men have sacrificed, 
4Uid are perhaps this moment sacrificing their ease, and, 
I am afraid, in some cases, their consciences too, at 
home, in order to obtain these same costly, but honour- 
able, offices abroad ! 

Writing to you of one party reminds me of another, 
which I attended lately. A slight description of it may 
^ve some notion of the difference between the customs 
of this city and the United States, which, for convenience 
flake, I hope may some time or otl^er be expressed by a 
more appropriate name. I would not quarrel with At- 
lanta or Telluria, Columbia, Yankeedom, or Interoceanos, 
flince I could then inform a questioner who I am, which 
is not an easy thing to do at present. 

The party was given at the cafe Tortoni, on the Bou- 
levard des Italiens. Who, that has ever been at Paris, 
has not often heard of the celebrated ices of the cafe Tor- 
toni ? I do not say ice creamsy because they are com- 
posed of neither cream nor milk; but fiavoured with 
every article almost that man was ever induced to taste 
from the beginning of time till now. Baspberry, straw- 
berry, lemon, and such like, of course, are used; and 
chocolate, coffee, rum, and all sorts of lir^ueurs. Thinking 
of these unparalleled manufactures has involuntarily led 
my pen astray ; pardon ! we will return to the ball. 

Madame, the hostess, unfortunately knew few gentle- 
men, and, as French ladies drink no tea, she justly con- 
sidered that a par^ of none but ladies might possibly be 
^uite stupid. I thmk, myself, she was right. But how 
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coold she obtain these desireable gentlemen^ namely, 
those who could dance, and waltz, and polka ? Yon will 
be surprised to be informed, that half the gentlemen have 
sot these valuable gifts^ though we have always thought 
tnat Frenchmen brought them with them at their birth. 
So she asked a friend of hers to invite six gentlemen to 
come and dance, eat her ices, and be agreeable. Un- 
lackily, the male acquaintance of her friend proved to be 
not more numerous than her own, so she asked my host* 
em — who asked me, and I — asked three American friends. 
On my accepting, the husband of the friend came to make 
my acquaintance the evening of the ball. We agreed to 
nkeet at the place. Arriving there before him, we intend- 
ed to wait in the anteroom till his appearance. In this 
we were prevented by the host, who, on hearing the 
name of the person who invited us, insisted on our enter* 
ing. When the gentleman and his wife came, he intro-«- 
duced me to her, to whom I introduced my friends, 
after which he introduced us all to the lady of the 
house. 

This is all that etiquette demands. One asks anybody 
to dance with him, whether an acquaintance or not ; and 
after the dance is finished, it is the lady who says, '' I am 
much obliged to you !'* When I heard this first, I was 
astonished. I thought it was something peculiar and ex- 
traordinary, began to be a little proud, and replied, *' Cer- 
tainly not! it is I that am indebted." I here began to 
feel the risings of a Turkish sentiment, and to question, 
whether, after all, it is not, in reality, I that do the favour. 
Such is the effect of custom. 
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ThePrado. New Yeax't Day. Greetings in private Life. To Military 
Officers of the National Guards. To the King by fifteen hundred 
Drummers I Champs Elysees. Place Concorde. Obelisk of Luxor*. 
Goat Carriages. Learned Dogs. Punch and Judy. 

r GAVK yon, in a former letter^ some description of th& 
Bfausked Balls at the Grand Opera in Paris. Every ma» 
is natarally desirous of penetrating the real character of 
"^e people among whom he may happen to be residing* 
One, among the many ways of acquiring this knowledge^ 
and certainly not the least agreeable, is to observe them 
in their pleasures and amusements. It is owing to thi» 
reason, that I have already written to you, and shall pro* 
bably continue to write, so largely of balls and parties, of 
pnbUc spectacles, and exhibitions of various sorts, and 
especially of such as tend to show the social condition of 
tiie population, and develope the peculiarities of their do- 
mestic relations. It is with this view, in conjunction 
with others, that every stranger is induced to visit such 
a place as the Frado. 

This is a ball-room, situated on one of the islands m 
the Seine, and nearly opposite to the Palace of Justice. 
This ball rejoices in the reputation of collecting, beyond 
a question, the lowest class of the community, who have 
means sufficient to obtain an entrance. Dancing is ab> 
Bolutely necessary to the very existence of the French, 
and all indulge in it — the young and old — ^the rich and 
poor. The numerous students, who reside in this quarter^ 
and are among the most dissolute and reckless inhabi* 
tants of the city, compose the dancers, with their mis- 
tresses and the common courtezans of the town. No atten- 
tion is paid to dress whatever. The men make their ap- 
pearance in soiled frocks, with heavy, muddy boots, and the 
women in bonnets and shawls, in cottons, or silks, in petti- 
coats, or breeches. Gloves are rarely seen. The dances 
are the same, as at other and more respectable places^ 
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except that the qosdriUe^ which is the common dance, i» 
modified to suit the loose habits of these people. "^QV^eBt 
executed with this freedom, it receives the appellation oi 
cancan. It consists of the cavalier's seizing the dame' 
with both arms around the waist, ^le often assisting in: 
liie embrace ; and so they ** forwiurd and back, cross oyer 
and balance." Hie other figures are but modification9 
of this hugging, with the exception of a kind of balance^ 
in which tl^ opposite couples approach each other, and 
tiien rapidly strike out tlueir feet in a sideway direction^ 
accompained with a wriggling motion of the body. 
The whole figure is totally devoid of grace, and its dif* 
Acuity is its principle recommendation. The American 
waltzer would be amazed to see the waltzing here. Her 
secistbility would be shocked to witness the gentlemen 
clasping with both hands the waist of the lady, and she 
would be astonished at the rapidity with wMch they 
torn, and the length of time during which they whirl 
without fatigue. Considering the class of the com* 
munity, who frequent these places, their limited means, 
and the low price for entrance, (twenty*five cents at the 
Frado, and at many other places ten cents — females 
admitted gratuitously,) one would naturally expect to- 
see a small hall, dimly lighted and of mean appearance. 
On the contrary, when recovered from the blaze of light,, 
that blinds him on his entrance, the visitor finds himself 
in a spacious saloon of one hundred and fifty feet in 
length, ornamented with numerous mirrors and chan« 
deliers, dependent from its lofty ceilingr* A fine orchestra, 
whose number varies accordiog to the companies ex-» 
pected to be present, being larger on fete and Sanday 
nights than others, performs the choicest music of the 
day. The balls are of various kinds, namely, the simple 
ball, commencing at eight, ending at eleven o'clock — the 
night ball, beginning at eleven o'clock, p. M. and closing 
at half-past six a. m. — the masked and the costume fancy^ 
balls, both of which are night balls also. 

Many of the customs of New Year's Day, (to which I 
B^ze this occasion to recur,) do not differ from those 
which are prevalent in and about New York. As there, 
80 it is here, a time for a general visiting ; and the oe* 
oatton is embraced either to sustain, or drop, a previou» 
aoquaistance. Friends make presents to each other of 
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bon'hons, or more substantial articles. One» too, is 
pestered with a crowd of beggars, whose benevolent 
wishes for your prosperity are expected to be repaid by 
silver. Before rising in the morning, I was thus saluted 
by the woman having the superintendence of my room. 
She had taken the precaution beside to bring her little 
offspring in her arms, to stammer out a wish for my 
future welfare. Whatever influence these aspirations 
might possess to promote my happiness hereafter, it is 
certain that they very much disturbed my present enjoy- 
ment. The door-keeper was particularly attentive 
throughout the day. At the cafe, the waiters were 
uncommonly assidious in their attendance, and kindly 
placed before me with my coffee a cornucopia, filled with 
ion-bons, which they expected me to pay for, without 
taking, at double its value. The Military officers of the 
National Guard, past and present, were honoured by 
from two to twelve drummers, who beat the tatoo 
beneath their windows to the annoyance of the whole 
neighbourhood. But the King himself was glorified in a 
special manner, at twelve o'clock, by all the drummers 
in Paris, to the number of fifteen hundred! who were 
collected in terrible array, in front of the palace in the 
garden of the Tuilleries. The thunder of this tremen- 
dous rub-a-dub, can be compared to nothing but Milton's 
•* insufferable noise," when 

*' — — confounded chaoi roat'd. 
And felt tenfold confusion." 

The usual beat to quarters every night at seven o'clock, 
in the Place Vendome, executed by fifty- two drummers, 
assisted by six trumpeters, produces a din sufficiently 
deafening. It is, however, nothing but a whisper in 
comparison. Surely his majesty, however ardent may 
be his love of music and glory, must have taken care to 
give this martial host their expected gratuity and dis- 
mission without the least possible delay. 

On Sundays and fete days, the Champs Elysees pre- 
sents many objects of interest and amusement. Inde- 
pendently of its agreeable walks, the gorgeous Place Con- 
corde, glittering with gilded gas-posts and fountains — ^the 
magnificent Obelisk of Luxor, brought at an immense ex- 
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pense from Egyjat, and the precarsor of the celebrated 
Cleopatea*s Needle ; numberless vehicles of the wealthy 
flashmg with gold and silver, and bearing, beside the 
driver, one or two pampered lackeys, who, from their 
stand upon the rack behmd, look down with scorn and 
pity npon all they pass ; the nnmerons booths of moante« 
banks with the never-to-be-forgotten Fanch and Jady^ 
and other similar shows ; and, in addition to the whole, 
the crowds of people of all classes and ages, who throng 
the troitoirs, present altogether a rare combination of no>- 
velty, fiu, and splendonr, and make the Champs Elysees 
the scene of never-failing attraction. Here are little car* 
liages, to which a team of goats is harnessed, whose 
wlute coats and graceful appearance recal the fairy tales 
which excited as so much m infancy ; and which now 
cling to our memories with snch tenacity, as to caase a 
doubt, whether they are in reality the recollections of past 
events, or illusive creations of the imagination. But £ese 
pretty animals have another office to perform, beside that 
of bringing to our mind our youthful days. The young 
children of the wealthy delight to ride in these vehicles, 
and tiieir good behaviour for the preceding week is thus 
rewarded. Here are men with learned dogs, who, beside 
many similar tricks, will tell you the time, according to 
the watch, by selecting from numbers printed upon cards, 
and placed liefore them. This is done in the open air, and 
all luive a right to observe the performance ; the owner 
being compensated by the generosity of the spectators, 
who throw him a few sous according to their will. I have 
always felt a strong desire to see the far-famed Punch and 
Judy, and now for the first time have had my curiosity 
gratified. Notwithstanding its simplicity and folly, I re- 
garded it for a time with real pleasure. There is some- 
thing about it which is exceedingly attractive. I amac« 
quainted with men of science who would hardly be su8« 
pected of a capacity to be thus amused, who have fre* 
quentiy seen it, and always with gpreat satisfaction, though 
possibly it might be for the five hundreth time. I am snre^ 
that none of them could have laughed more heartily thui 
I did. In a walk of half-a-mile, I remarked six or eight 
of tiiese booths, and every one surrounded by a merry 
crowd. Jugglers, Bomentet tumblers, ''sights," as they 
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are called in New-England, and other similar attractions, 
may be witnessed for a sons, and everywhere abound. 



XII. 



Vnzther Account of tiie Hotel Dleu. Roux. ChomeL Magendl^ 
Scole Pratique D'Aaatomie. Museum of Dupuytren. Skocking 
EfEbcts of Secret Viee. 

The acconnt of the hospital called Hotel- Dleu, which 
was the snbject of previous letters, will now, after a 
considerable interval, be resumed. Among the most 
celebrated of its surgeons, and indeed of the practitioners 
of Paris, is a little fat, good-natured looking man, whose 
Sray hairs cover a forehead always wrinkled, either with 
laughter or anger. For Mons. Boux is one of those 
choleric individutds who are frequently in a passion, but 
«oon out of it ; while his jovial character renders him a 
favourite professor among the stadents. His visits and 
operations are consequently thronged with crowds, but 
there is a sad falling off at his lectures. Their prolixity 
is extremely tedious, and his digressions insupportable. 
After a discourse of an hour and a half to a larger audi* 
tory than usaal, attracted by an operation of magnitude 
that was expected to follow, he is accustomed to remark : 
*^ Gtotlemen, I have no time to say more, and will defer 
the remainder to another day. So much of the morning 
has been occupied, that the operation must necessarily 
be postponed." It is not strange, if persons who have 
patiently sat till eleven o'clock, without their breakfast, 
fihocdd not always be contented with so impotent a con- 
cftusion to his lectures. As an operator, however, there 
«re few better; -and, in surgical diseases of the eye, he is 
particularly distinguished. 

Messrs. Ghomel and Magendie are the most enunenst 
among the physicians. The dinique of the former id 
laiger, perhaps, Utaai that of any other physician in Paris, 
in the diagnosis of tiie diseases of the longs he stands afi 
tte head of the professioii. His lectores are penpicnonv^ 
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and the reports of them, together with the namerons 
note-books to be seen at their delivery, attest their wori^ 
Mons. Magendie, a translation of whose work on Physio* 
logy has been published in the United States, enjoys a 
^eater reputation abroad than at home. 

In following the unfortunate patients of the numerous 
hospitals, who chance to die, to their final resting-place — 
which here is not the tomb — we come to the Ecole 
Pratique d^Anatomie, This is one of the largest public 
dissecting-rooms of this city. And it is the most com- 
modious to the student, being situated in the centre of 
the Latin quarter, and near the School of Medicine. At 
this, and the amphitheatre of Clamart, four thousand sub" 
> Jects are annually used for anatomical purposes. They 
are daily transported from all the hospitals, and deposited 
in a small building appropriated to this object. There 
are to be seen at this receptacle from twenty to forty at 
a time, of all colours, ages and conditions — a shocking 
spectacle to an unprofessional observer. Every day, at 
twelve o'clock, there is a distribution of them among all 
the classes of students. Every instructor has a small 
building for his own use, in which are ten or fifteen tablcm 
of cast iron. The human body may thus be viewed in 
«very stage of dissection, and, I may add, decomposition. 
By perambulating the several buildings, the various parts 
of the human organism, the nerves, muscles and blood« 
vessels, may be easily examined and studied. Here, the 
assiduous student may be seen, with his soiled blouse, 
and his head bedecked with a fantastic cap. In one hand 
lie holds a scalpel, in the other a treatise on anatomy. 
He carries in his mouth a cigar, whose intoxicating 
fumes, so hurtful on most occasions, render him insensible 
to the smell of twenty bodies, decomposing, putrifying 
around him. So accustomed is he to this horrid scent^ 
that he perceives not that his garments are impregnated 
with it to such a degree, that persons in the streets turn 
round to see if they have not passed a butcher or a stsf- 
bier. Here, too, is the learned professor, who thus pre« 
pares himself for a difficult operation by refreshing bis 
anatomy ; and thus rehearses his part in tiie tragedy te 
lie acted on the morrow. The blood and pieces of teA 
upon f3ie floor, he regards as the sculi>tor does the frag* 
pMkU of marble lying Toand the unfinished statue. Ite 
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BkeletoDy daDgling in the centre of tbe room, and the 
preparations hanging abont tbe walls, possess, in his 
▼iew, beaaties which the world can never see ; and he 
receives more pleasure in their contemplation than in tiie 
masterpieces of Raphael or Titian. Bat the man, who 
feeds toith the fiesh of human beings the dogs, who are 
kept to take their places on the table in their proper torn, 
is entirely hardened. There lie these dogs, with their 
feet boand together, exposed in a latticed cage to the 
inclemencies of the weather, without even straw to keep 
them warm, and fed on the bodies of men. Is it strange, 
that they should whine and bark, and groan, day after 
day, and snap at their unnatural feeders f 

The cost of dissecting is about six dollars the season^ 
according to the abundance of subjects, and the number 
of students engaged. This insures a subject nearly alt 
the time during the winter. Instruction is given by a 
professor appointed by the government, &c. The at- 
tempts at cleanliness are made by servants attached to* 
the institution, and paid also by government. In the 
summer season, dissecting is forbidden; but operative 
anatomy may be studied to great advantage. 

Near this institution is the celebrated Museum of 
Dupuytren, so called in honour of the distinguished sur- 
geon, who left seventy thousand dollars for the establish- 
ment of a professorship of pathological anatomy. It ie 
only since his death, that the medical school of Paris 
could boast of a cabinet of this sort. The collection is,, 
therefore, not very large. It, however, contains many 
objects of interest, which are arranged along tbe walls 
in glass cases. It embraces all the varieties of disease, 
but it is particularly rich in those of osseous structure,, 
and wax casts, and representations of syphilitic diseases. 
This is open to the public every Thursday. The visitor 
on that day is often astonished at the number of soldiers 
who frequent this museum. I found, on inquiry, that, 
by order of government, the officers of regiments publicly 
xecommend those under their command to visit the col- 
lection, in the hope that the contemplation of the num- 
berless ills which this disorder entails upon mankmd, 
■0 varied in their form, and so horrid in their manifesta- 
tions, might be a salutary lesson, and make them cautious 
of indulging in the vice, which is their prolific canse. It 
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is, indeed, a sight which might well startle a man of the 
firmest nerve. For myself, accustomed to see suffering 
and death, and never affected at any period of my life 
with unpleasant sensations, while witnessing, or making 
operations on the living or the dead, and having had 
likewise many cases of this disease, in conjunction with 
others, in my own practise during some years back, let 
me acknowledge, that the contemplation of these horrors;, 
arranged together, and displaying such a loathsome cata- 
logue of deformities and suffering, for the first time 
sickened and unmanned me. My brain reeled, a cold 
chill crept over my body, my limbs lost their power, and 
I sank helpless on a bench. 

Fathers, parents! why do you so assiduously keep 
from your children the knowledge of this disease, and 
also of its cause? Why shun aJl conversation on the 
subject ? Why not discover to them this vice in all its 
deformity, and all its lasting and disastrous conse- 
quences? In all hospitals ample specimens of this dis- 
ease may always be seen, with manifestations so horrible 
as to chill the heart, and make the blood of the young 
run cold.. In the library of almost every physician 
coloured plates may be examined, which will give a 
lesson that never can fade from the memory ; and which, 
in moments of temptation, will interpose a barrier be- 
tween them and crime, too powerful for pleasure to 
surmount. And, while attending to the subject, let not 
the parent forget to visit the hospitals of the insane, and 
point out to them the maladies — the more common 
American diseases — caused by masturbation. Let him 
there show to his sons, ay, even to his daughters, the 
disgusting appearances and the wreck of reason that 
have followed this description of sensualism. Let neither 
modesty, nor its counterfeit, prudery, nor any affectation 
stand in the way of an honest performance of this duty ; 
but faithfully let him explain the cause and consequence, 
and leave the tender hearts and good common sense of 
his chUdren to digest the solemn lesson, and reap its 
fruits. With this advice, coming strangely, you may 
think, from the metropolis of France, I close this letter. 
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Y)r«Bdi PoIitawMa Etiquette. Neeetsaiy Shcpenies of Living. Cottai 

▼arkins Articlei of Drttf. 

^Tbk French have long enjoyed the repatation of being 
the politest people in tiie world. The coneeqnenoe has 
been, that those who have presamed to teach the furt of 
politeness, have deemed it prudent frequently to call 
themselves French, whether they were so in reality or not. 
Most of the works on etiquette in our country are trans* 
lations from that language. Everything, in short, which 
is said or done by them, from the cook to the prince, is 
thought to be spoken, or performed, in the purest tasts 
snd most polished manner. And shall I dare to say, in 
the face of facts like these, that a most egregious blunder 
has been committed ? Would anybody believe me, if I 
should assert, that they are so deficient in this accom- 
plishment, that it is pure satire to give them the title of 
polite. Politeness is surely not a mere matter of words, 
fmt a product of the heart. A visible symbol of an emo- 
tion of the soul, it can no more be expressed by a formula 
of language, than devotion can by a posture of the body. 
It cannot therefore be acquired by a study of forms alone.; 
snd those who put themselves under the tuition of per* 
sons, who profess to teach it in that manner, will at least 
succeed in learning, that their instructors are ignorant of 
its first principles. If politeness consists in taking off the 
hat gracefully, and bowing profoundly ; in telling an ugly 
woman that she is charming — ^a perfect angel — then it 
must be allowed, the French surpass every other nation 
In this accomplishment. Indeed a French hat, and an 
American or English one, are made for very different par- 
poses. The latter is designed to be put upon the head^ 
whereas, the former is intended only to be taken off. This 
is a land of perfect equality, as far as the bow goes. The 
lady and grisette, the friend and stranger, are greeted 
with the same salutations. The hat is lifted to a certain 
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^eiglityfhe hetd kept unooveved a pBrtioolar lengrth of 
time, and the body bent to the attitude prescribed, while 
lie declares, on hk parole d*kowneur, that she is ehar*' 
manie, though she may be homelier than the ugliest 6(i/fr^«> 
€use in the city. If, however, these do not compose th» 
standard of politeness, but if, on the contrary, the speaks 
ing of the honest truth in kindness, and a willingness ta 
mistain some inconvenience for the accommodation of 
anotiier, be its genuine characteristics, then the most vn^ 
flopMsticated backwoodsman of the Green Mountains fsr 
aurpasses the refined of the most polished nation of tbif 
globe. 

In matters of etiquette, however, the case, it may b» 
thought, mutt certainly be otherwise. "Well, let us see* 
It is necessary, to be sure, that one should wear a 
straight-bodied dress- coat and white kid gloves at a. 
party or a ball. The former, as it was intended to do, i»^ 
commonly sufficient to absorb all the intellect of the 
wearer, and the latter all the yellow dirt, while he ia- 
perpetually thrusting his digits into his huge snuff-box. 
At the theatre, where good manners are affected, the 
lovely Desdemona, or the sweet Andromache, l^ way Of' 
preparation for her coming part, does not hesitate to tura 
round and spit upon the stage. At the close of a patheHc 
scene, the sudden application of a thousand snuffy white 
pocket-handkerchiefiB to a thousand sonorous noses cannot 
mil to brighten tiie tragical effect. One at first imagines, 
that he hears the trumpet sounding a charge for a troop^ 
ot horse, and it takes some time to be so << up to snoff,*^ 
«0 to understand the cause. In the street, one gives yoa 
« sudden push, at the same time taking off his hat, and 
ery'mg pardon / while you unexpectedly find yourself up 
to your ancles in the mud and water of the gutter. — 
Umbrellas have the same gravitation toward the eyes of 
passengers in this country, as in our own. 

Sometimes this want of politeness is carried to an ex- 
tent, that borders on brutality. Most of the phystciana 
of Paris have risen by their talents from obscurity and 
the lowest classes in the community. Among them many 
mre therefore found, as it might be expected, whoae 
manners are coarse, and whose movements are un» 
gainly. Mens. Boux is, however, pointed out as poa- 
mmnng an afi&ble deportment, and, in a word, as 
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being a gentleman. This man, a baron of France, a 
few days ago, operated on a poor fellow for some 
malady. When the operation was completed, the un- 
fortunate patient requested that some blood, which 
remained upon his body, might be removed. ^' Pooh !" says 
Boux, and spitting upon the man*s person, wiped them 
botii off with a piece of dirty cloth. Such an action was 
too much even for the broken-down spirit of the enfeebled 
sufferer. Though prostrated by the union of poverty and 
sickness, though a menial all his life, this indignity and 
profanation of his person, notwithstanding it was com- 
mitted by the foremost surgeon of the city of Paris, 
touched him to the quick. His languid eye flashed with 
anger, and his cheek, pale with the loss of blood, on a 
sudden glowed with the bright hue of passion. And he 
did not feel' alone. The outrage was observed by many 
who stood around, and the wanton violation of the feel- 
ings of a fellow-man sunk deep into their hearts. 

There is only one polite person, accurately speaking, in 
Paris. It is he who is selling yon some article. In order 
to extract a sous from yon, he will bow and cringe, till 
you have given him the coveted trifle in pity for his 
meanness. 

How money does evaporate in Paris I In America, one 
thus soliloquizes : " I will go to Paris. Deducting tra- 
velling expenses, I may see the world, and luxuriate for 
the same money, and probably less, than would be neces- 
sary for me to vegetate upon at home." He arrives, luid 
is not long in discovering the profundity of his financial 
calculations. He pursues his inquiries under peculiar 
advantages for information. He dives, of course, to the 
very bottom of the subject, and the only unpleasant cir- 
cumstance is, that he has got to the bottom of his purse 
at the very same time. 

The shorter the period during which a person may re- 
main here, the greater will be his expenses comparatively. 
To be sure, there are those who live in this metropolis, 
on nothing almost. This is accomplished by remaining 
shut up, as it were, imprisoned in their rooms. They do 
not visit public buildings, because there is a gratuity to 
be given the guide. They go not to the Opera-House, or 
TJ^eatre, for they make calls, too, on the pocket. Such 
l^ons^ in short, see very little, if any more of Faris^ 
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than if they had never crossed the water. Whence^ then 
come the advantages, or even the pleasures of travel P — 
The matter of mere living here in a barely decent manner 
is expensive. A room can, indeed, be hired for three or 
fonr dollars per month, bat it will be in the sixth or 
seventh story of the dirtiest honse in the filthiest quarter 
of the city — a miniature Augean stable. His bed -linen 
would be changed once in two or three months. His 
chamber swept once in four weeks. His neighbours, the 
halayetises and chiffoniers. He can put something into 
lus stomach, called bread, with butter of a quality infe- 
rior to stearine caudles, and a bowl of chicory boiled in 
water, and call it breakfast. Ragouts of cat*s-flesh, and 
beef-steaks of horse, cannot be extravagant. But if one 
really wishes to see Paris, and at the same time live 
respectably, he must expect, for he will be obliged, to 
pay for it. Comfortably, I do not say, for the thing and 
the word are alike unknown. One will look in vain for 
the comforts to which he is accustomed in America. A 
room, decently fumishedl and '^ well up," too, will cost 
from six to ten dollars a month ; not including porter's 
fee neither, nor a trifle for the domestics, &c. &c., which 
will swell the sum to one or two dollars more. This^ 
though not demanded, is not the less expected. His 
breakfast at the cafe, consisting of a cup of coffee^ a roll, 
and a piece of butter, will cost a franc a day. If he 
luxuriously demands an omelette — and they are really 
very nice — the consequences to his purse are frightful. — 
A friend told me, that for a long time after bis arrival, 
the only way he knew it was Sunday, was, that he ate 
an omelette de fins herhes on that day. A dinner at a table 
d^hote costs about three francs. At a restaurant, one 
never knows, till a large bill is presented. Taking counsel 
of his feelings, he cannot persuade himself that he has 
eaten much; but the formidable carte, with the prices 
annexed, reveals the undoubted fact. Frenchmen never 
have the dyspepsia ; their food is not suflBciently solid. — 
Living in this manner, merely respectably, and allowing 
nothing for what is necessarily spent in sight-seeing and 
amusements, such as the operas, theatres, concerts, public 
balls, or for books, accompanied with every effort at 
economy, some six hundred dollars a year will be una- 
voidably expended. 
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Clolliiog, (iioagh not dear, costs as mach as in manjr 
fMMTts of the United States. A comfortable black dress 
4ioat costs twenty dollars; pantaloons, seven to eight 
dollars ; vests, from three to eight dollars ; according to 
the material and labour bestowed upon it. Gentlemen's 
iHiite gloves are sixty cents the pair; coloured sixty^ 
Hve cents, and the number which a gentleman is obliged 
to wear, makes it a serions item indeed. I know an 
Aanerican resident, an economical man withal, but fh)m 
aeoessity, frequenting a great deal of company, whose 
gloves alone cost him one hundred and twenty-five dol- 
kars a year. Gloves, hack hire, and the perquisite of the 
^oncierffe, when one is out after twelve o*clock at night, 
make the indispensable expenses, attendant on every 
party, from two to three dollars. Books, mementoes for 
IHends, will inflame the aggregate to any desired extent, 
fn addition to this, if a young fellow is inflated with the 
fery common, but ridiculous vanity, of procuring his 
coats and hats, and boots, of a man who has arisen to 
pre-eminence in the manufacture of tiiem, he must, of 
€Oorse, pay tribute to that reputation. If he can derive 
a pleasure from the silly boast, that a particular article 
in his possession was purchased in the Palais- Royal, he 
must contribute his proportion of the enormous shop- 
rent ; and ten dollars are thns suddenly augmented to 
thirteen, in the easiest way imaginable. 

This particularity may be out of place in a commani« 
eation of this sort; hot knowing the erroneous views 
entertained by the American public on the cheapness of 
Faris lif)?, and the difficulty of obtaining accurate data 
upon this point, I have adopted the most thorough and 
expeditious mode of giving that information, which, 
nrevious to coming hither, I sought for in vain myself. 
Figures never deceive. 

If one is desirous of going into society as much as 
possible, let him remember, that the banker Green invites 
those, who have money in his hands, to dinner or to 
baits, a certain number of times in exact proportion i» 
the amount of the deposits; while Hottingeur & Co. 
content tiwmselves wi^ being polite— in tbeir countings 
room. 

The latter is decidedly French. At ikie beginning of 
it, politeness is tlie only thing that yoa ebserte; boA 
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after all, ihvn^ is not hiag al; the bottom but a calcnlaiioA 
about dollam and oeiiia. 



XIV, 



Ifedleal Offlcen in French Hoipitalg. In AxnerieaB Hotpitala. Re«MHl 
of the Difterenoe In tiwir ChuacCen. System of Cooeoun* Sketch 
of Tdpeau'i Life and P«rfoa* 

On a very caraory examiaation of the Parigian hospital^ 
it is immediately apparent, that the medical officers at- 
tached to them, are almost without exception, men of 
emitt^ioe in their profession. The reason of this striking 
fiMt, and also of another still more interesting to tho 
Usiited States, namely, that surgeons and physicians of 
liie latter country have not, in proportion to the mag^ 
nitode of their labours and responsibility^ a similar 
atanding in the fields of science, becomes a question for 
grave investigation. If the scientific character of the 
medical corps of the numerous governmental and chari« 
table hospitals in the Union be carefiilly considered^ we 
idiall discover many a surgeon possessing a trembling 
hand, or an uncertain eye, which renders him unfit to 
operate successfully ; and some unfortunately with sucli 
a density of intellect, as to make his judgment worse 
than useless, because it is employed at ihe expense of 
his patients. Physicians, too, will be detected, whosa 
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of diseases, are tha 
laughing-stock of all who know them. Such are tha 
ftcts. The cause of this great contrast is not a matter 
af difficult solution. 

A large proportion of the hospital medical officers of 
the United States are indebted for their situations to ri<^ 
relations, or powerful friends, and not to their geniua^ 
SoBie of them have foiled to obtain practice from their 
il^Doranoe, or rough and brutal manners; while oth^v 
poBsesa qualifications not usually enumerated in a medical 
dipioma. I wish that I waa not obli^^ to say, tiiat 
ibeir profcanonal hiethreB sometiaiea land thau^ obtifkr 
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table, but questionable aid to their adrancement, from 
an esprit de corps; and because they are reluctant to see 
them dragging on a life of poverty, or descending to 
charlatanry for a livelihood. Thus the man, whom 
nobody will employ of his own accord, is pronounced to 
be ^^ plenty good enough" for the inhabitants of a hos- 
pital, whose poverty is the crime for which they have 
been sentenced to be thus treated within its walls. 

A far better system prevails in France, where situa- 
tions of this description are open to the struggles of 
all. The Concours, derived from the verb concourir, 
tedgnifying to run together, to compete, makes talent, not 
influence, the necessary requisite for promotion. Every 
medical office in France, whether military or civil, is 
thus obtainable by merit. This system extends from the 
dressers and students in pharmacy up to the professors 
and highest offices; the qualifications of course in- 
creasing with the importance of the place contested. 
The biography of the celebrated Velpeau, surgeon-in- 
chief to the hospital La Charity, is an instance, among 
many others, of its beneficial efiects. 

This man, whose name has been wafted by fame into 
every quarter of the world, was bom ffi!ty years ago, 
about twenty-five miles from the town of Tours, in 
France. His honest, unambitious parents, destined their 
8on to follow the trade of a blacksmith, the occupation 
of his father. By some accident his father, though illi- 
terate, possessed all the books of the village, which 
happened to be, a Treatise of Hippocrates, The Country 
Mason, and the Poor FoWs Doctor, Having learnt 
these works by heart, Velpeua — the son — was frequently 
called upon to treat the sick in the neighbourhood ; some 
trifling success having given him a reputation. Having 
prescribed to a patient one day, accidentally however, 
a large dose of a very powerful medicine, the effects 
became alarming, and a scientific physician was imme- 
diately called. Terrified at the result of his practice, 
our young Fsculapius was shaking in a comer with fear. 
**What has the patient taken?" shouts the Doctor. 
Stammering and hesitating, Velpeau explains his disease, 
the remedy given, and the effect. Some trifling medicine 
relieves the dangerous symptoms, and the physician 
tarns from the patient to tiie youthftd leecn. He is 
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astonished to see so much wisdom in dirty clothes. The 
peosantiy of France rarely show a knowledge of any- 
iAdng beyond their sphere, and such enidition pleased 
and astonished him. In this way learning the history of 
Velpeaa, he became interested in him, and encouraged 
him to a regular course of study. His highest ambition 
being to attain the distinction, in his view, of Officier 
de i^tUe, a species of medical police found throughout 
France. He soon left for Tours. In so limited a sketch 
as this must be, I cannot follow him through the con- 
stant toil in the provincial hospitals, supported by a 
scanty supply of coarse bread and cheese sent him by his 
mother, and encouraged to persevere by the praises of 
his instructors. Time, however, at length brought him 
to Paris; and in a public Concour he gained the situation 
of interne, or house-physician, of the hospital St. Louis. 
Here he was at least exempted from the necessity of 
sleeping in a garret, and the poor room allotted to the 
interne was luxurious in comparison to those to which 
he had been accustomed. He obtained a small sum of 
money by giving lectures to young students. In 1823 he 
took his degree. In 1828 he was chosen Surgeon of the 
Bureau Central, without a dissenting vote, and imme- 
diately appointed Sargeon-in-cbief ad interim to the 
hospital St. Antoine. 

It was while here that he began to publish his opi- 
nions, which have ever since been so eagerly sought for^ 
and profoundly respected by the medical public. From 
this he was soon transferred to the hospital La Pitie, 
where he recommenced his lectures. His last promotion 
brought him to La Charite. Here many would have been 
contented to remain, but his ambition was not satisfied 
with a second place. A profeessorship merely intervened 
between him and the consummation of all his hopes and 
labours. The acquisition of this would elevate him to 
the top of the ladder, the highest rank of medical honour. 
He was unsuccessful in his concour for the chair of Ex- 
ternal Pathology, and also for the professorship of Phy- 
siology. Still undaunted, in 1830, he contested against 
the Obstetrical chair. This also he lost. His last effort 
was for the Chair of Clinical surgery against the cele- 
brated Lisfranc, Panson, the elder — ^and Blandin. In this 
attempt with sach distinguished rivals, he bore away the 
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Sn. The death of Bovx, now quite advanced, will an* 
btedly be the signal of his removal to the Hotel* Dien^ 
and then ikke blacksmith's son will stand on the loftiest 
pinnacle of his profession. 

Velpeau is principally known in America by his Mid>* 
wifery, which has been translated by Dr. Meigs of Philsi* 
delphia. His great work on Surgery, published here in 
Ibiir Yolames, wiih. an atlas of plates, has been very re- 
omtly translated, as I observe by a New York paper, by 
Ih*. Townsend, with an appendix, containing the valuable 
opinions and experience of Dr. Mott. The chef-d'osuvre 
ai the first Europeon sni^geon, with notes by the highest 
florgical aathority in America, cannot fail to find nnmer- 
ons readers, and no less numerous admirera. 

It would be foolish to attempt the enumeration of 
works, of which he is the acknowledged author. They 
are more voluminous than those of any other writer ia 
^ profession, and amount to some thirty thousand pages. 
The difficulty is to comprehend, how he could possibly 
§nd time to execute such a Herculean task. So wonderful 
a fertility, if not unparalleled in the walks of literature 
and science, can only be the result of great talents, perse- 
Terance, and ambition. 

Velpeau is rather above the medium height, stoutiy 
built, of erect carriage, and stiff demeanour. His head is 
bald upon tiie summit, but about the ears his once black 
kair bristles in every direction. Not the least vestige of 
llair is discemable upon his oval face, save his eye-lashes 
afid brows, which are long and shaggy. From his hatred to 
whiskers and monstaches, one would infer that he is ia 
fliTOur of the Bazorian system. But it is his sharp grey 
^res that give a character to his face. His dress is pecu« 
Inur, inasmuch as he wears on all occasion a white cravat, 
«o high and stiff, that his unremitting inflexibility of man- 
ner maybe almost accounted forfirom tho restraint which 
it occasions him. Indeed he scarcely ever turns his head, 
wil^out carrying his whole body with it at the same time% 
He is not a man of social habits, and is accustomed to 
five to strangers such a cool reception, tiiat, like me, they 
gei^rally keep thdr introductions to him, though coming 
from men of eminence, snug in their trunks. At his eti* 
idques, he is attended by probably tiie largest number of 
atadents of any laatoer ia Flaria; and maialy, beoaaia 
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#f tbe paixM lie hikes to explain everythiDir in the mosf^ 
distinct and dear manner. As an operator, his hand it 
eteady, his eye good, his jadgment excellent, and nndie* 
mayed by appearances of danger. He is, however, slow, 
and his operations sometimes apparently prolonged with- 
oat necessity. This hasty description of this truly great 
man will close my letter. A subsequent one may, per- 
liaps, embody further particulars in his life, which may 
«erve to point ont some of the evils atttendant on the 
system of Concours. 

NoTB. — ^While leadiog these letters for the press^ aod 
again reflecting on the excellence of tilts systom of 
Concours, the feasibility of its introduction into this citjr, 
is, just now, particulariy evident. The Common Couninl 
are re-modelling the medical department of the Alms 
House, and appointing to its care some twenty or thirtj 
physicians. Every medical man in the city would gladljr 
accept the situations without emolument in anyway, sava 
4iiat obtained incidentally from the reputation his sub*- 
aequent services may acquire. 

Twenty physiciims at one appointment ! — and all to 
personal friends or party politicians ! Not one to him 
who, in a Concour, a strife for the mastery, shows himself 
to be really the first man in the particular department of 
the profession to which he is elected ! No ! His appoint* 
inent is no such honourable testimonial of skill. It vf 
ratiier by agreement among the Aldermen, that each 
«lio«ld have the privilege of appointing his man, making 
BO objection to the appointments of another. Is this an 
honest method of action ? Perhaps so — ^for no one is sa 
ailly as to suppose, that a surgeon to this or that m« 
atitotion, must, from his situation, have extraordinaryt* 
abilities. 

What glorious rewards might this city offer to tiie maa 
of real talent! Open wide the doors of the Poor HonsSy 
City, Lunatic, Lying-in Hospitals, the Physicanships ta 
the City^ Tombs, Dispensaries, Coloured Home, Eye aaft 
Ear Intirmary, Ai^lums for Blind, and others, to tha 
flwet talented — ^proved so in a public display, before eoBi«i 
pe^nt and unbiassed judges — and then, but not till thea^ 
mil the name of a Hospital or Dispensary phyMcian ba 
almttedtatharaakitshaaldhold. NettiUtidsiidoiw^ 
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will the hoaseless and homeless be properly attended 
when sicky or the city jastly acquire the name of a city 
of charity and benevolence. 



XV. 



The Grisette. Lorette. Fille Publique. Hospital Lourcine. Mons. 
Hugier. Hospital du Midi. Ricord. Disgusting Effects of Certain 
Diseases. American Students. 

I HAVE promised, I believe, to give you the translation of 
a word, of which all Americans have heard, but few know 
the definition of— I mean, Grisette^ To do this adequately, 
requires a long and deliberate view of the entire French 
people ; more particularly, however, of the Parisians, to a 
portion of whom, rather than to the inhabitants of France 
m general, this appellation more appropriately applies. 
The Parisians, as a general custom, do not marry young ; 
and when they do assume the matrimonial relation it is 
seldom from affection, or any feeling akin to that emotion 
expressed by the obsolete word, love — ^but for money. 
Much has been said about the influence of the '^ almighty 
dollar, " in America ; still, it cannot be affirmed, that it 
has yet been often placed in the scale, and made to weigh 
against a wife. Since money is a requisite for matrimony^ 
it is evident, that the poor must be unable to marry* 
But Nature forbids a life of celibacy. 

Existence, however, cannot be supported by love alone ; 
and though governments provide hospitals for the sick, 
they do not furnish food and raiment for the well however 
young and pretty. It is indispensable, then, that girls 
should work for a subsistence. I am almost afraid to men- 
tion what they do, lest those whose conscientious scruples 
will not permit them to eat the sugar made by slaves, 
should also be prevented from wearing the lace, flowers, 
worked collars and handkerchiefs, wrought by the 
grisettes. By rising with the dawn, and working till 
nine or ten o*clock at night with constant application, 
they can earn in general, not more than a franc a day* 
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Rarely, when very active and particularly skilfal, can 
they swell the snin to a franc and a half per day. 
Even in the economical and meagnre style in which they 
live, it costs them eighteen sous a day for nourishment. 
The two remaining sous will not easily discharge their 
room rent of four dollars, or thereabouts, per month, 
with not a bit of furniture, nothing but the bare walls ; 
their washing bill ; the demand for clothes, and other 
pressing items of expense. More than this, Sunday is a 
fete day, and they do not wish to labour, while others 
are revelling in enjoyments. But how, .then, can they 
live? "Whence will come their Sunday's dinner? Ah! 
it is infinitely more agreeable to be promenading in the 
Luxembourg gardens ; visiting its galleries of paintings 
and statuary, or the splendid collection in the Louvre ; 
and, in the evening, seeking pleasure at the Chaumiere or 
Prado ball, or at the Vaudeville theatre, with a silk dress, 
a jaunty hat, and graceful feather ; above all, with unJoU 
garcon. But this costs money. Who pays it ? It is that 
jolt garcon aforesaid. It is he who pays her room rent 
and toilet, takes her to the balls, treats her to Peau-de'vie, 
or absinthe, escorts her to see the paintings, and enables 
her to indulge in the whole circle of amusements. 

Soon, however, this humble-bee of a jolt garcon is tired 
of his pretty flower. From affected jealousy, or some 
other thin pretence, he seeks a quarrel with her, and they 
part, after months and perhaps years, of acquaintance. 
If the quarrel is not very bitter, he furnishes her a substi- 
tute, but on the neglect of this attention, she frequents 
the balls the same as ever ; yet, as she goes alone, her 
widowhood is readily known, and she says to her friends, 
Maintenant je suis libre, je cherche un amantpour pager 
mon loge7\ She takes the flrst she finds ; for she says, 
*^ He is not pretty, but — ^he is amiable ; and — I want some 
one to pay my rent." He is more particular, for the 
market is fully supplied. 

A higher class of Parisian citizens is the Lorettes. 
They derive this appellation, strange to say, from the 
fact, that many of them live near the beautiful church 
called Notre dame de Lorette. They are another species 
of the genus before-mentioned, differing from them in one 
important i)artic!Uar, — ^they do not work at all; their 
- expenses bomg paid entirely by their lovers. Like all tiie 
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#UMr cUuMKfl of "ttie g^reat eomnramty, tiiey liave iMt 
pride. To the hanibler grisette they do not deign to 
t^ietk a word. On bright daye^ they may be seen, i» 
gfeat nambersy promenadisg in the streets^ or if thekr 
mUreteneur is ricii enough, riding in the Champs Elyseei^ 
preceded by dnchessea, and followed by connteasee, witii«- 
ont a perceptible difference from them either in manBer» 
or appearance. 

The offspring of tbeee classes is the fUie jmbligue, or th» 
oommon woman of the town. The glare of day is un* 
propitious to this unhappy race; but as the shades of 
night descend^ every step discovers some of the sixly 
thousand women of this description^ that throng the city* 
The delineation of Solomon was not incorrect : ** They 
stand at the comers of the street^ and cry after the* 
passers by." "The. wages of sin" — ^two francs — "will 
not deter many." These women, in the same manner a» 
the hacks and porters in New- York, are regularly num* 
¥ered and registered. They are compelled to present 
themselves weekly before certain physicians, who are 
paid by the government to watch for the preservation of 
the public health. When sick, they are sent to the hospital 
Lourcine^ specially appropriated to such of them as are* 
affected with syphilitic disease. 

This hospital is closed to the public and to students;. 
Ab a matter of particular favomr I have been allowed not 
only to see, but to attend it frequently, following the* 
visits of its different physicians and surgeons. Mona. 
Hugier is the chief surgeon, and through his influence^ I 
bave been enabled to enter and enjoy the privilege of 
seeing his practice, and that of the other physician* 
attached to it. A letter of this kind is not the place for a 
particular description. Were the public mind, as I have 
intimated in a previous letter, divested of much of its 
affected modesty, and, instead of being diverted from th& 
cause and effects of this disease, were instructed to give 
the subject that attention it deserves, the three hundred 
beds of this hospital would be far too mimerous, instead 
of being, as now^ much too circumscribed for the wants 
of the community. 

Friends of humanity ! turn not away your eyes, sick* 
«Med at the sight of lovely women, transformed int» 
UdeoBS erf atnres; of soodling «hildren^ whose beautifol 
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fiuces do Bot rereftl tiie plagae-ipot, whidk has eorrapM 
■tfvmry organ ; of inimnts, who have prematurely entered 
ijbe world, covered with disease, whioh they have inno- 
omtly contracted, bat whom fortunately death w^ 
ahortiy remove from suffering. Is it impossible, that a 
similar disease, existing at the era of our blessed Saviour, 
Blight have prompted the question which was asked 
Ittm, " Has tins man sinned, or his parents, that he was 
bom blind ?" Although the first mention of this disorder 
WAS in the fifteenth century, it is by no means improbable, 
that a similar one then existed. 

Near this is the Hospital du Midi, or the Venereal 
Hospital for males. This contains four hundred and 
fifty beds, always full, and is celebrated for being the 
dirtiest hospital in Paris. This is attributed to ibe 
absence of those real '^angels of mercy," the Sisters of 
Charity, who so unweariedly in the other hospitals watdi 
wil^ tiie sick and dying. The principal surgeon is tiie 
eminent Bicord. This gentleman, at the head of UtoB 
hospital, is an American, having been born in Baltimore 
in 1800. He has resided twenty years in this country, 
and is the author of several works of the highest authori^ 
in their peculiar branches. In 183d he received the order 
of Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. As a writer — ^in 
Frendi — ^he is not distinguished so much for the beauty 
of his expression, as for his clearness, a far more im« 
portent quality in a scientific work. His lectures aie 
nequented by a numerous class, notwithstanding the 
distance of his hospital, which is situated at the very 
extremity of tto city. I have often attended hm 
visits and lectures, not only for the information to be 
derived from them, but to see a person of talent wiUiout 
ostentation ; one at the same time a man of science and 
a gentleman, qualifications rarely blended in a Paris phy- 
sician. On my first visit, on learning tiiat I was an 
American, he received me most cordially, and when I 
expressed the use I had made of his work, desired me, if 
I wished any explanation, to come to his house, and he 
would endeavour to throw light on any part, which I 
did not understand. His politeness is not merely a little 
eloquent breath. His ever smiling, though far from 
handsome face, portrays the goodness of bis heart. He 
has a French exterior on an American basis. The latter 
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develops itself in a kind of go-a-headitiveness, which 
never allows him to stand idle a moment. He regards 
his patients, makes his remarks nponthe case, prescribes, 
and proceeds to the next with wonderfal rapidity. Fast 
as he walks, however, the motion of his tongue is far the 
quickest. I never heard the tongue of a Frenchman run 
so glibly. As a private practitioner, his house is beset 
with patients. A hundred and more are often assembled 
at a time waiting for their turn. These are principally 
confined to the disease which has been the subject of his 
study for many years. 

To visit these hospitals, so far from the centre of the 
city, especially the Lourcine, one must rise at six o'clock 
in the morning. Think of that, "ye who sleep on beds 
of ease." The life of an American student in this metro* 

Eolis is truly fatiguing. He rises early in the morning for 
is hospital visit. When that is over, he pursues the lions 
of the town^as the hunter chases the bufPalo on the west- 
em prairie. The resemblance fails, when evening comes, 
for it brings no rest to the student. He must spend his 
nights at theatres or operas, at public or private balls. 
Some space also must be found to empty his overloaded 
<3ranium of the accumulations of his observation, or the 
consequences might be serious. And this perhaps is the 
most agreeable occupation of all, and somewhat contri- 
butes to reconcile him to those enormous encroachments 
on his time, that leave him scarcely more than two or 
three hours for necessary sleep, which but imperfectly re- 
freshes the body, jaded by so much exercise, and destined 
to re-commence each day the same fatiguing routine. 

The good New England farmer once every week winds 
up his family clock. My hebdomadal to you has a similar 
effect on me, beside periodically suggesting to my mind 
the images of you and my country. These insist on 
mingling with my daily thoughts, however, on a variety 
of occasions, without the least invitation or prompting, 
and have taken upon themselves to be especially busy and 
familiar in the night-work of the soul. 
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XVI, 

Gobelin Maaufaetory of Tapestry and Carpets. Insane Hospital " La 
Saltpetriere," for Aged and Poor Women. 

A PABT of yesterday was devoted to seeing some of the 
inexhaustible wonders of this city. In the company of 
several friends, I went to the famous Gobelin Manufactory. 
The establishment is under the direction of the Govern- 
ment, and, among all the cariosities which the city affords, 
may with propriety be pronounced unique. Its object is 
the weaving of carpets and tapestry. Although the de- 
scriptions which I had read, prepared me to witness 
something grand, yet my most extravagant anticipations 
were far surpassed by the magnificence of the manufac- 
tures. The edifices are situated at the very extremity of 
the city, and the low poor houses of the Bue Mouffetard^ 
the most filthy and dangerous of all the streets of Faris^ 
prepare one well to enjoy the contrast. The external, 
and even interior appearance of the buildings is not at all 
attractive. They consist of about half a dozen small 
houses, some of which are united by bridges. 

On entering the first one, immediately on the left, to 
which we were directed, we noticed on each side of the 
walls, hung in massive gilded frames, what appeared to 
be paintings of the highest order. Thinking it very 
strange to see articles of this kind in a carpet manufac- 
tory, I was induced to examine them more closely, and 
discovered to my astonishment, that they were specimens 
of the tapestry here made. Among them were three full- 
length portraits of Louis Philippe, which would be 
recognized at once without the smallest difficulty. They 
are copies of portraits executed at different periods of his 
life, and in various uniforms. Another represents the 
present (late) Queen holding by the hand the young Count 
of Paris. 
Others are copies of paintings of living artists, whose 
a 
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works are now displayed in the gallery of the palace of 
Luxemboarg. Among them is the celebrated picture of 
the Destruction of the Janizaries by Horace Vernet, 
which, for beauty of colouring and nicety of the shade^ 
challenges comparison with the original of this che/-- 
'd'oeuvre of the talented artist. Should those young 
ladies of my own land, who work sentimental slippers 
for their dear friends, and strangely delight to see their 
affectionate gifts trodden under foot, view these speci- 
mens of skilful handiwork, 1 fear that they would scarcely 
be satisfied in future with the physiognomies, which make 
up faces at us on their music stools and tabourets. An 
€ye in a Gobelin production is not a black or coloured 
liiot with a white streak in it, placed somewhere upon 
something of a brick colour, meant for a face. Nor is it 
4m accurate representation merely^ but it speaks and 
-flashes^ and the beholder feels the fire of the soul that 
animates the figure. The largest of these, the Destruc- 
tion of the Janizaries, is about twenty feet by fifteen, 
perhaps larger. 

Leaving this room, we proceeded through numerous 
fimall apartments, in each of which are pieces of tapestry 
in various stages of progression. Beautiful landscapes, 
bunches of grapes, peaches, and all kinds of flowers and 
fruit, are growing under the hand of the workman. One 
particularly struck my attention. It was a porcelain 
<Ush of various fruits, placed upon the comer of a table 
of variegated marble. By its side lay a handkerchief 
with a lace border. So finely was the worsted wrought, 
that the figures in the dish, the stains in the marble, and 
even the delicate ** work,*' and each thread of the lace^ 
were distinctly visible. The work is called the hatUe 
4isse from the warp being vertical. The workman stands 
at the back of the canvass, on which he is employed, 
with the model behind him, to which he occasionally 
refers, in order to adjust the colour of his woollen or 
silken thread to that part of the picture be is copying. 
'7he object being to present as smooth and delicate a 
surface as possible, all cuttings and fastenings are per* 
formed on the back, which explains the necessity of his 
operating on the wrong side. A period from two to six 
' years is requisite for the completion of each piece; and 
the cost often amounts to about seven hundred poandsit 
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Bat even at this rate, the workmen are very meagrely 
paid ; the best of them recei ving but seventy-five poand[s 
per year. 

This establishment employs about one hundred and 
tiiirty operators. None of their productions are sold, 
being distributed among the various royal palaces, or 
given away as presents by the king. The wools are 
^yed in an establishment connected with this ; and nu- 
merous shades, unknown to commerce, are here produced. 
Jean Gk)be1in, in 1450, commenced this manufacture, 
which was continued by his descendants till purchased 
by 'Louis XIV. in 1662. Daring his reign, under the 
administration of Colbert, Alexander's battles, the four 
reasons, the four elements, and the history of the prin- 
cipal acts of Louis XIV. from his marriage to his con- 
qnest of Franche Compte, were wrought at the Gobelins 
from the design of Le Brun. Louvois caused tapestries 
to be made during his administrations, after the most 
beautiful originals in the king's cabinet, of Raphael, Julio 
Bomano, and other famoas painters in the schools of 
Italy, which were first drawn in large dimensions by the 
most able French painters, such as La Fosse, the two 
doypels, Jouvenet, Person, &c. 

To the tapestry manufacture, one of carpets has been 
attached, which was made a royal establishment in 1604, 
by Marie de Medicis. Like the former, the carpets are 
mispended perpendicularly, with this difference, the 
workman is here placed on the right side. The carpet is 
of the kind called Persian, having a long plash ; but for 
evenness of surface, fineness and strength, they are said 
to be superior, These magnificent productions, some of 
which cost six thousand pounds, are, like the tapes- 
tries, never sold. The largest ever made was for the 
Louvre, in seventy-two pieces, and was thirteen hundred 
feet in length. Nothing can exceed their gorgeousness 
of colour, and the surpassing beauty of the figures. 

From the Gobelins we went to the hospital devoted to 
the aged and poor women, and the female lunatics of Paris; 
It is one of the most immense of the establishments of 
tiie city. The distance around its walls exceeds three 
BlileB. Within the enclosure are contained the numerous 
Jkoildings, which formerly were used in the manufacture of 
9ril|»etrB; whence it derived its name in common use Ztf 
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SaUpdtriere, The population of the place is now about 
seven thousand; but it has Gomprehended in by-gone 
years pearly ten thousand souls. A large church is most 
worthy of notice among buildings possessing little that 
is remarkable^ except their enormous size. It is built in 
the form of a star^ four augles of which compose as 
many chapels^ which look particular light and cheerfal^ 
when contrasted with the sombre appearance of other 
churches and cathedrals. Of the inhabitants at present, 
fifteen hundred are composed of lunatics, idiots and 
epileptics. These are the materials used by Esquirol, in 
in the formation of his distinguished treaties on the 
insane. With such opportunities for observation, it is not 
astonishing that so talented an individual should have 
accomplished such valuable results. His successors are 
indebted for distinction more for their occupancy of his 
place, than any contributions they have made to science. 
The multitude of patients allows their classification ac- 
cording to their degree of lunacy, thereby contributing 
exceedingly to their happiness and probability of cure. 
This is in a great degree impracticable in the United 
States, from the limited number collected in one place ; 
which is very much to be regretted, since it is well 
known, by all who have had the care of this unfortunate 
class of patients, that one noisy and turbulent individual 
is almost certain to excite all within the sound of his 
voice. The most violent are disposed of, in a place far 
away from all the others. Within the exterior walls, are 
some twenty small brick houses, each having one, 
perhaps two, apartments, containing a bed. These 
nouses are about thirty feet from one another. Warmth 
is communicated by means of a stove placed in the 
walls; the fire being kindled from without. One of 
these structures is appropriated for an intendant, who 
has the charge of the patients placed here. In this 
manner the noisy and quarrelsome are prevented from 
exerting a detrimental influence on those around them. 

This method has been adopted in many of the Insane 
Hospitals of the United States, in a modified degree. 
Oue edifice in particular, at the city pauper eatablish- 
ment at Boston, has recently been erected, which how- 
ever, I fear, will but partially eflfect its object, since it is 
to contain a half dozen patients, or more, who wiH 
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mutaally excite each other ; while, from its contiguity to 
the maia building, the noise can be easily heard, 
especially in summer, notwithstanding its arched walls 
are expected to entirely muffle the sound. The absence 
of the iron-grating, universally seen on the windows of 
similar institutions in America, and the unlocked doors, 
permitting the patients to go out at will, into the in- 
closure, whose lofty walls forbid escape, comprise the 
most striking peculiarities. Each of the separate 
divisions is supplied with a garden, court-yard and 
work-room ; and, in fact, is a complete establishment in 
itself, totally unconnected with the others. Here are 
spots of land belonging to the patients, which, though 
neglected at this season, bear marks of order and at- 
tention. They were collected at our visit in the work- 
rooms, some of the old being engaged in spinning flax, 
knitting, &c. The making of clothing seemed the prin- 
cipal employment. In one I noticed a piano. The bed- 
rooms, arranged for twenty beds or more, were perfectly 
neat, the floors nicely waxed, and the linen white and 
clean. I wish some of our Yankee girls would learn to 
Biake a bed of the French. The sheets are always 
smooth, and everything disposed so comfortably, that 
one really likes to go to bed, which, with your good 
leave, I will now take the liberty of doing, being very 
much fatigued in recalling some of the incidents of the 
day's perambulations. As the perusal of this letter will 
no doubt have a lulling inflaence on yourself, another 
reason is added for my retiring, and giving you an op- 
portunity to enjoy your couch, which, I am persuaded, is 
an exception from the foregoing insinuation. 
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XVII. 

fiupentition. Holy Relics. Michelet. Feliden David. His Concert. 
Fete of Long Champs. Oen. Tom Pouce. Time and Place for 
snaking Fashions. Conservatoire Royal de Mutique— 'Its Concert—* 
Hadame Dorus-Oras. 

SuPBRSTiTioN has not yet been banished from the 
civilized world. The high and noble of the land nnite 
•with men of intellect in venerating what more properly 
belongs to an age of barbarism. They still continue to 
fall down and worship before blocks of wood and stone*. 
This very day I noticed ,in the journals an account of a 
znandate of the archbishop of Paris, giving information, that 
tm Sunday next, there will be exhibited in the church of 
Notre- Dame some of the most valuable and sainted relics 
tliat now exist. Xb§y ^re enumerated substantially as 
fbllows, according to^ the best of my recollection. The 
sainted crown of thorns, which was placed on the most 
holy head of our divine Saviour. A sainted nail, from 
i!bi6 cross of our divine Saviour. The sainted reed, whidi 
was placed in the hands of our divine Saviour. Some of 
file most holy blood of our ever-venerated Saviour. Some 
of the holif milk of the divine Virgin Mary. These 
xemains are all guaranteed to be genuine, and represented 
to have performed at least one miracle by their divide 
power, namely, that of saving themselves from the 
destruction which overwhelmed most objects of a similar 
character during the Revolution. Monsieur Michelet, 
•who loses no opportunity to have a hit at the absurdities 
of the Catholic religfon, will doubtless expatiate upon 
them. Why are not " The Jesuits," and a still later 
work of his, " The Priest, the Wife, and the Family," 
translated and published in the United States? I 
imagine them to be exactly the works to sell. They 
certainly overflow with genius. This, the excitement, 
■which they cause among the ''believers," sufficiently 
attests. 
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O, poor Americans^ condemned to «tay at home, hut 
from the land, where everything is collected which cau 
disgust or please! Wonderful cityl comprising within 
its bosom whatever can gorge the coarsest taste, or 
delight the most refined. I am not of that class, who 
believe^ with our friend Othello, that 

« He that is robb*d, not wanting what is stolen. 
Let him not know 't, and he's not robb'd at all.* 

On the contrary, it is, in my opinion, a real substantial 
loss not to hear, whatever the circumstances may be, the 
delightful music with which this city abounds. In trutb> 
I begin to feel a new liking for Paris, since 1 listened to- 
the exquisitely fine Concert given this morning at the- 
Italian Opera House. It was the music of a new com* 
poser, Felicien David. These compositions have been:^ 
performed but two or three times this winter. At firsts 
their novel character took the public by surprise. None 
knew how to judge them. The rules by which the 
inspirations of Euterpe are ordinarily tested, were here- 
at fault, for these were of a different order. While the- 
critics stood aloof in meditation, the multitude passed 
sentence, and applauded. Of coarse, the leaders quickly 
followed; and nothing is now heard but loud Mtd 
nniversal praise. The name of David seems destined te 
be almost as renowned as that of his royal namesake at 
Israel, who sang and placed upon the harp so well, and 
danced, too, with all his might, though whether with' 
ranch grace or not, admits a serious question. However 
that may be, the nsodem David has inscribed his naosfr 
npon the roll of fame with those of Weber and Beethoven, 
£very ticket was sold for this his last concert. The 
first part consisted of a symphony. Allegro, Andante, aad 
Scherzo. The last movement of the Scherzo was received 
with lond plaudits. The second, La Danse des Astren-^ 
a cboms, with solo. Le^ Hirondelles was b^mtifally 
sang by Mons. Dupont. This sweet song, which ii 
marked with the peculiar style of the author, though in 
a less degree than many of the others, is adapted to the 
capacities of ordinary singers, and will nndoabledly. be 
soon within the reach of all on the other side of the 
water. Le ChU>ouk mehdie, Le Sommeil de Paris cfaoc«% 
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with BoloSy finished the first part. The second was the 
performance of Le Desert, the chef-d^aguvre of this great 
composer. It is the description of the movements and 
actions of a caravan, with some accidents that befal it. 
The entree in the desert, orchestral. ''Glorification of 
Allah,'* grand choir. This is an exquisite paasage. The 
appearance of the caravan is told by a charming march 
and chorus; bat in the midst rises a wild storm^ the 
wind whistles, and the caravan is all confusion. One 
can feel the hurricane and the clouds of flying sand 
beating against him, so perfect is the imitation. By and 
by the tempest luUs^ and shortly after the march is re- 
commenced. 

In the second division are the " Hymn to the Night," 
and the " Evening Bevery," two enchanting songs, which 
I wish that you could hear ; I am certain you would then 
pardon me for filling your page with this description. 
In the third is the " Bising of the Sun." This to me is 
one of the miracles performed by music. At first, in the 
breathless stillness, which reigned throughout the 
crowded theatre, a slight sound might with difficulty 
be heard, like the buzzing of a musquito, aroused by the 
faintest ray of light shed upon the world. This increases 
imperceptibly, and the solitary insect is joined by another 
and another. This trill changes to a fifth higher, as the 
twilight deepens, and increases in force, till the sun bursts 
with a flood of light from behind the hills ; and any of the 
audience, who may have been sleeping, are awakened 
by shouts of applause. The old walls, accustomed 
as they are to respond to hearty expressions of delight, 
shook fearfully with the unwonted fervency of the onani- 
mons and thundering demand for a second performance. 

I scarcely remember being more pleased than at this 
concert. The orchestra of one hundred and fifty per- 
formers seemed imbued with the spirit of the composer, 
and played with uncommon precision and taste. The 
name of David, without any farther works, is immortal. 
He appears to desire the resuscitation of the neglected 
instruments, the oboe and bassoon, as most of his solos 
are composed for them. These excellent instraments 
i'vill undoubtedly be more used hereafter on this account. 
"The Desert" is in the market to-day, and selling in 
great numbers, and also a portrait of the author on stone. 
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In a former letter I informed yon how they made the 
^hions, but I have not yet enlightened yon as to the 
time and place of their origin. Within the last few days 
I have been to the great manufactory, the Champs 
Elysees, to witness their formation. Good Friday^ and 
the two preceding days, are celebrated in Paris as tiiie 
fete of the Long Champs. This fete originated in a 
CQstom, among the fashionable and wealthy, of going in 
Passion week to attend Mass at the Abbey Long Champs, 
attracted thither by the saperiority of the music. After 
the demolition of the Abbey^ the drive to the woods of 
Boulogne was still kept up. On the last of these days, 
or Good Friday, the Champs Elysees was crowded with 
vehicles. These were marshalled into two lines, one 
going, the other returning, by the numerous guards, and 
not allowed to turn out, or deviate from the path, but 
were compelled to perform the entire circuit, a distance 
of three or four miles. Being unable to proceed faster 
than a walk, this necessarily occupied considerable time* 
In the centre, circulated more freely the carriages of the 
nobles, ambassadors, and such others as could obtain 
permission. A curiously formed vehicle, of large size, 
lined with white silk, and drawn by four horses of dif-* 
ferent colours, contained an extremely beautiful young 
lady in pink satin. By her side sat a dashing buck. The 
driver, with two lackeys behind, shone in purple coats 
and scarlet breeches. This remarkable apparition at- 
tracted great attention. The tiny carriage and little 
horses of Gen. Tom Ttiumb, or, as here designated, Gren. 
Tom Pouce, constituted the only representative, that I 
observed, of the United States. His excellency himself^ 
disliking a crowd, unless of persons with each a dollar 
in his hand to neutralize its vulgarity, staid at home. 
Each side of the carriage way was filled with a dense 
crowd of spectators, amounting in the entire length, by 
estimation, to two hundred thousand persons. 

Usually, the fashions of the coming season are in- 
vented, or at least exhibited on this occasion ; but this 
year they were post-poned, as eclipses sometimes were 
by Dean Swift, on account of the weather. The spring, 
is excessively chilly and backward, and has benumbed 
the creative power of the Parisian brain, as well as the 
germination of the soil^ so that both are equally tardy in 
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Woging forth flowers, and giving birth to new modeflr. 
At any rate, few Bpecunens were observed among ih» 
iur occupants of the vehicles : I assure you^ however^ 
liliat the summer strains are really beautifol. 

The letter, notwithstanding all that I can do— for Z 
have, as you see, called on fashion itself, though all in 
Tain — ^has a violent propensity to music, and insists upoi» 
mdulgence.. It is consequently only a natural fulfilments 
of its destiny to proceed to give you an account of ano* 
tber concert, which I heard last night. This took place- 
at the Conservatoire Royal de Musique. This institution 
was established for the purpose of giving instruction Id 
music gratis, and has attached to it about four hundred 
and fifty pupils. They give annually eight concerts. The 
0OIOS are performed by the first artists in the city, and the 
choruses and instrumental parts by the scholars. These 
concerts enjoy the deserved reputation of beiug the bes^ 
in the world ; for, in no place, is such attention paid 
to the rehearsals. As might be expected, it is very diffi- 
cult to obtain admission to them. At the commencement 
of the season, tickets are taken by subscribers for the 
whole eight. So great is the desire to obtain them, that 
a ^fueue is formed as early as four o'clock iu the morning,, 
awaiting the opening of the bureau at eleven. 

I was unable to procure a ticket ; but going thither 
about an hour before the commencement, with forty 
ethers, I received one entitling me to stand at the door till 
everybody had passed in, and the concert begun, and then 
to the further privilege of seeking for a seat, or vacuum 
oatiier, which is rarely found in these exhibitions as Id 
Batare herself, who, you very well know, abhors it. Of 
eonrse, the privilege did not avail me much. By the side 
of the stage, however, the boxkeeper, for a small gratuity^ 
gave me a chair in what she justly denominated a dark 
doset. I there found three others, whose faces were the 
only ones visible to me the whole evening, and those only 
hy the flickering ray of a candle about as bright as an 
Junerican fire-fly. But I heard the music distinctly.-— 
mrhat could be desired more? T did not come to ste;^ 
and what lover of the muse, who makes her revelations 
to the ear, could have ever thought of using his eyev 
when such pieces were performed in a style that nobody 
dse could do them, as Haydn's Creation, Overture t» 
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OberoDy by Weber (encored), Symphony in ta Minor of 
Beethoven. The Boston Handel and Haydn Society, and 
Boston Academy of Music, have performed these pieces^ 
and the little world of the Literary Emporium were de- 
lighted. Are there not many of those bright-eyed ladies^ 
who were then so enchanted, who would most gladly be 
thus shut up in a dark closet with me P There is no 
Imowing what tliey would do, in order to hear the sweet 
voice of the celebrated Madame Dorns-Gras warbliBg 
the beautiful strains of Haydn's most beautiful OratoriOb 
Music has carried me through this sheets which I com- 
mit to the mercy of the waves, trusting it will have a 
better fate than the three American packet-ships, who8» 
loss all deplore, especially those who have again to crocw 
tiie big water, and who found sea-sickness quite sufficioai 
without going to the bottom. I have a suspicion that 
ftkia letter is rather stupid ; if, otherwise, it must be ac<^ 
counted for by the following, which was once said hj 
somebody, and which I leave every one te translate for 
himself, and apply as he can — Les ban mots sont des/ruitSy 
gut vtenneni sans etre cultivds. lis surprennent aiUani 
ceuxy qm les diseni, gue ceuw qui les dcouteni. 
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Oommon Schools. Colleges. Liberty. M. Michelet. Prisons. The 
Depot de la Prefecture de Police. The Conciergerie. Marie Antoi- 
nette. 

A TRITE old adage nays : '* Where there is a will, there 
is a way." Like many other intellectaal heir-looms, 
which have come down to ns from the flood, it has been 
much oftener on our tongues than in our practice. Bat 
if you ever have the misfortune to be imprisoned in a 
crowd, I advise you to summon one of these " old saws" 
to your aid ; for you will find, as yon shall see I did on a 
recent occasion, that they are eminently useful instru- 
ments to cut a passage through. At such a crisis polite- 
ness and perseverance are invaluable pioneers; and, if 
the patient can have the good fortune to summon to his 
aid the spirit of wisdom, wrapped up in a classic cuticle, 
fluch a Suaviter in modo, fortiter in re, for example, his 
speedy delivery is certain. The truth of this I had abun- 
dant experience of in going to the College of France to 
hear a Professor deliver one of his usual lectures, of 
which I will tell you by and by. 

Much as we boast in America of our facilities for 
general information, our system is by no means perfect. 
A common education can be acquired, it is true, at least 
in the Northern States ; and so far it is well. But how 
long are the Common Schools, the legacy of the Puritans, 
to las t ? Apostates have long ago been found to d isparage 
the character of an ancestry, of which they are unworthy ; 
and bigots have now appeared in sheep's clothing to dis- 
turb, and finally destroy, some of those invaluable insti- 
tions, which — and nothing else — have made our country 
what it is. The seeds of decay and ruin are being planted 
in the Common School system, and theological sectarists 
<tre laying on it the spoiler's hand, and parting ite once 
seamless robe among them. Alas, for the time, when the 
glory of New England and New York shall be quenched 
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in total eclipse! God shield me from the sight of 
our School-groands tarned into cabbage plots ! O^ may 
I never live to see the day that shall witness the trea- 
cherous conversion of these sacred nurseries of sound 
letters and humane manners into arenas of polemic 
wrangliugy or spots for teaching a man-invented cate- 
chism^ longer or shorter ! 

But though the Common School — the palladium of the 
Bepublic — is certainly menaced with a fearful trial by 
those large sections of the community who are accustomed 
to look upon their party advantages as superior to the 
common welfare^ yet the strong common sense of the 
X)eople at large, it is hoped, will warn them of the danger^ 
and cause them to rally for the rescue of an institution, 
peculiarly their own, and eminently democratic. This is 
more than can be affirmed of the colleges, which are too 
exclusive in their action, contribute less to the common 
fltock of science, literature and improvement, than is 
justly expected of their imposing organization and muni- 
f cent endowments; and wear an air of stately exclusion, 
which contrasts unfavourably with the American theory 
of Government, and with similar institutions in this 
country. Tn France the portals of the libraries and lite- 
rary institutions are thrown wide open, and the rich and 
poor stand on equal ground. Lectures are daily delivered 
on every subject, with which man is conversant, by pro- 
fessors of the profoundest learning. Of every language 
that is spoken in Europe, or Asia, there is a public in- 
structor No subject is too abstruse or rare for the public 
to hear ; no experiments too costly for them to see. The 
people pay, and should they not have an equivalent? Ah! 
France is, indeed, a glorious country. No wonder the 
Frenchman feels so keenly the amour de patrie; and, 
having made a fortune in a foreign land, sighs to return 
to la belle France, and to spend it there. No ties are 
generally strong enough to bind him x)ermanently to any 
other soil, or prevent him from coming home to lay his 
bones in his native earth. 

When in my last letter I ventured to assign to France> 
not only a happy physical position with regard to variety 
of climate and productions, and an attractive centre for 
the selectest treasures of other countries, but to designate 
lier capital, as a focus where science, the arts, all sorts c^ 
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Itarning, refinement, taste, luxury, and sensuality, if yon 
please, converge, and make her perhaps the most brilliant 
•tar in the Universe, I anticipated that the want of freedom 
might be objected, as casting a deep shade upon an other* 
wise bright exterior. And what is American liberty P — 
Does it not consist in the absence of all restraint in 
speech and action, except what is necessary for the 
general welfare? And is the Frenchman a bondman? — 
Certeinly not. In many respects, indeed, he is freer than 
my countrymen. He is not depressed by the surveillance 
«f public opinion, which, though often a salutary check, 
IB sometimes, it must be confessed, the most vexatious of 
tyrante. Why, what degree of comforteble liberty can a 
poor fellow enjoy, even under his own vine and fig-tree, 
if the busy body of a public is taking notes all the while? 
If every man is a spy, and every old woman an agent of 
tiie police, or a bill-sticker to make proclamation of his 
violation of some of its often arbitrary and foolish rules, 
his life becomes a perpetual running of the gauntlet.^- 
Though this odious despotism of the public, which spares 
not even one's own castle, does not possess the power of 
actual imprisonment, it, notwithstanding, imposes heavy 
bail, and lays a man under bonds for good behaviour, as 
long as he lives. One may wear a hat in Paris of any 
form, or a cap of Harvard College notoriety, if he chooses; 
he may put on a coat of any cut or colour; a Dickens' 
bear-skin, even, and no mob will follow on his trail, no 
inquisitive stranger ask him the price of his integuments. 
I found myself near one of the lecture-rooms of the 
College of France, fifteen minutes before the usual hour, 
and resolved to hear and see the '^ agitator,*' the Dr. 
Steiger of France, the inflexible persecutor of Jesuitism 
•-wMons. Michelet. But, though so early, not only was 
the hall filled, but the steps also leading to it ; and num« 
bws were going away in despair of effecting an entrance. 
On the strength, however, of the maxim with which this 
letter commences, and with the exercise of a little agility, 
which it inspired, I soon carried the place by escalade, 
and was finally most comfortably seated directly in 
itaut of the speeiker. Before the lectore began, I had 
ample time to inspect two large pictures, representing 
pa s sag es in the histoiy of the college, and to examine tha 
fadienoe, with a view of ascertaining its charaoter. The 
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two front rows were occapied by ladies, without wboi» 

Satronising presence few lectures of any sort are erer 
elivered. My scratiny, however, resulted in nothtng* 
satisfactory. The only peculiarity noticed was two ne« 
groes of the most polished ebony, which contrasted 
agreeably with the less highly-coloured complexiona 
around them. 

The stillness of the assembly, and my reflections, were 
suddenly interrupted by a clapping of hands, and other 
demonstrations of welcome ; and I saw entering, at a side* 
door, a gentleman of some five feet six or seven inches in 
iieight. His form was slightly bent, but not with ag^e, for 
lie appeared not to have seen more than fifty years at the 
utmost. His dress, with the exception of a white vest^ 
was entirely black. Seating himself behind a table, and 
waiting a sufficient time for the greetings to su^ide, ha 
commenced his lecture. The face of Mons. Michelet has 
little that is remarkable, as the features are quite regular; 
hut his dark eyes are bright and beautiful. His gray hair, 
parted nearly in the middle, is suffered to grow long, 
almost encircling his ears. He wears neither beard nor 
moustache, and his somewhat sunken cheeks are without 
any other colour, than the general yellow tint of his 
whole face, which indicates an infirm condition of healtii. 
As a speaker, he is forcible rather than elegant.-^ 
In the tones and modulations of his voice he has a 
mannerism, reminding one sometimes of a Methodist 
preacher — at others, of a theatrical performer, especially 
in his cadences, which are drawn out with a slow tragic 
intonation. Otherwise, his delivery made no pretension 
to oratory. Like most of the French professors, he site 
while pronouncing his lecture, in consequence of which 
tils gesticulation is much repressed. It is his clear and 
logical deduction which render his discourses so attract 
tive. Add to this an everpleasing power of analysis, a 
vein of humour and sarcasm, and the excitement which 
agitates all around, and extends through Europe, I maj 
say, against Jesuitism, and his popularity may be ao« 
counted for in some degree. His remarks, which aie 
extemporaneous, with the exception of a few notes befora 
iiim, were frequency interrupted by applause. Note* 
kooke and reporters were very numerous; and hie distinoi^ 
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Blow utterance made it easy to transfer all he said to 
paper^ word for word. 

Michelet, and his colleague Qainet, are causing a great 
commotion throughout the kingdom. A short time ago a 
petition came from Marseilles, numerously signed, pray- 
ing the Chamber of Deputies to stop the lectures of the 
former. His last work, Du Pr^tre, des Femmesy de la 
JFamiUey has, in the space of a few months^ gone through 
six or seven editions. The priests are doing their utmost 
to allay an excitement, which, they are very well aware, 
can be kept up only at their expense. But I have not 
heard that any of them, as yet, have used any Brownson 
knock down arguments. I trust, before long, to introduce 
to you Mons. Qainet. 

With much difficulty I have succeeded in gaining ad« 
mittance to the prisons of Paris. Of these there are about 
a dozen, containing every class and grade of offenders. 
The government is exceedingly slow in granting permis- 
fdons to visit them, for various and obvious reasons : and 
it was only after making great exertions, and explaining 
that I did not wish to enter them from mere curiosity, 
but from a desire to study their construction and arrange- 
ment, the treatment of the prisoners, their food and ac- 
commodations, the character and amount of their laboar, 
and other particulars, for future use, that the privilege 
was at last granted to me. 

The first that I visited, was one of the oldest in the 
city, the Conciergerie. Its rough and gloomy aspect 
struck me very forcibly, the more, no doubt, because, 
since my entrance into France, my visits have been prin- 
cipally to see the grand and beautiful, with, now and 
then, a peep into the fantastical or grotesque. In archi- 
tecture, noble churches and splendid palaces have been 
the chief objects of my contemplation. The difference 
was startling, indeed, between their waxed floors, walls 
glittering with gold, and glowing with the handiwork of 
renowned artists, and the grim, cold stone, grated win- 
dows, and iron doors of these dark habitations of crime. 
The contrast is, notwithstanding, not so great as may be 
imagined ; for both are associated with historic, or redo- 
lent with romantic lore ; both have been the abodes of 
kings. In both, subtle statesmen have plotted; sweet 
maidens and innocent princesses sighed. What, then. 
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is the mighty difference ? Ah ! '< Disgnise thyself as thou 
wilt, stilly Slavery ! still thou art a bitter draught ! and, 
though thousands, in all ages^ have been made to drink of 
thee^ thou art no less bitter on that account.'* 

I will describe these buildings more or less minutely, 
eoDunencing as nearly as possible in the order that the 
prisoners enter them. The first, then, is the Depot de la^ 
Prefecture de Police, This was erected in 1828 at a 
cost of twelve thousand pounds, and is situated near the 
river Seine, at the head-quarters of the Prefect of the 
Police. It is capable of containing three hundred per- 
sons, but now has generally one hundred and fifty.-— 
Though comparatively a modem structure, it is not built 
upon a recent model, but resembles the gloomy strong- 
holds of the olden time. Its fastenings and windows 
have not their strong and massive look, however; and 
this arises from the circumstance, that the occupants are 
such as are yet only accused of crime. Everybody arrested 
in Paris is first brought to this place, where they do not 
remain more than two or three days. The edifice is di- 
vided into several apartments, appropriated to the various 
grades of those who are confined. Those accused of 
crime are separated from such as are arrested for minor 
offences. The young are divided from the old, males 
from females, those respectably clad from the filthy and 
drunken, and finally, the sane from the insane. The polite 
director himself accompanied me round the apartments, 
obligingly pointed out their peculiarities, explained their 
uses, and, what was more than all, answered my nume- 
rous inquiries. Besides these general divisions, there are 
subdivisions into private and single rooms, and others for 
a multitude of twenty or thirty. The former rooms are 
plain, every one having a grated window, and each con- 
taining a bedstead, generally of wood, but sometimes of 
iron ; the sacking of the latter so arranged, however, that 
its principal advantage — ^freedom from vermin — is coun- 
teracted. On this are placed two or three mat- 
tresses, of a mixture of wool and hair, with suitable 
sheets and blankets, which altogether make up a very 
comfortable bed ; a chair completes the furniture of the 
dormitory. The arrangements for the toilet are poor. 
A basin of water permits the indulgence of washing; bat 
H 
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'when, a towel is asked for, the response is the same «• 
was made to the heroine of Mrs. Clavers^ '*' Haint yoa 
got a 'andkercher ?*' One who has money can commad 
snch things as he pleases. The large rooms are filled 
with the commonest people. Extending the entire length 
of one side of the room is a something, whose use one 
€annot at first imagine. It resembles the leaf of a table, 
but is in fact a species of bedstead, constructed without 
•acking. This is let down at night, and covered with 
mattresses; here, with all their clothes on, the whole 
company of twenty or more, as the case may be, sleep to* 
gether in the same bed. Truly crime, as well as poverty, 
make strange bed-fellows. In the day time the mat- 
tresses are piled away in a corner, and the bedstead i» 
elevated again to make room for promenading. Sadi 
lodging strikes one as rather too bad at first; but after 
taking a view of the motley crew, who, like the 
Chaurineur, never took their clothes off, perhaps in all 
their lives, to go to bed, the slight deficiency of etiquette 
almost disappears, and is partially atoned for by ite 
manifest convenience. Many of the company, indeed, it 
is quite probable, never enjoyed a better lodging. One 
of the wards is appropriated exclusively to common 
prostitutes, who have been apprehended for making a 
noise in the streets, intoxication, or disease. Another i» 
for the insane, found wandering at large. After their ex« 
amination, which follows the arrest, as soon as possible, 
these are all either discharged, or sent to other prison* 
lor their trial. All the Courts are held in the Palais de 
Justice, of which the Conciergerie is a dependence, and 
with which it is united by an internal passage. To tbi* 
last all prisoners on trial are brought for convenience, 
and, at its close, are liberated, or conveyed in the space of 
two days to the places of their sentence. 

The Conciergerie claims a dreadful pre-eminence among 
most of the other prisons in its local history. Within its 
frowning walls have been enacted many of the bloodiest 
and most horrible tragedies of tyrannical power, and of 
the no less arbitrary violence of infuriated popular 
vengeance in the numerous revolutions. The entrance la 
by an arch in the Quai de VHorhye to a court, and 
thence through a grf^^t gate, guarded by a porteullia. 
The stem, sombre vestibule subdues the mind to. a tone 
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suited to the gloomy apartments to be afterwards seen. 
From the vestibule one door conducts to the gtrffey 
where is the ofiSce of the directors ; another to the ad* 
TOcate*s room, where the connsel of the prisoners are ad* 
mitted to consnltations with them. It is divided from 
the vestibnle by a grated partition ; so that it is completely 
snder the inspection of a maltitude of jailors, who aT» 
constantly seated there. Another door leads to tho 
parloirs, or speaking rooms. There are two for the two* 
sexes, and are alike in their construction, which is pe* 
eoliar. A doable grating, two feet asunder, divides the 
room into parts; into one of which the prisoner is in- 
troduced, and the visitor into the other. None but re- 
lations, with few exceptions, are allowed to visit here. 
From this description, it is apparent, that nothing can be 
communicated from the visitor to the prisoner, who, ia 
addition to this effectual isolation, is subjected to the in- 
cessant vigilance of a jailor. In this prison there are few^ 
private apartments, properly speaking, though every one 
sleeps alone in a small room, which occasionally contains 
two beds. The furniture is similar to that already spoken 
of at the Dep6t. At seven in the morning a bell summons 
all to rise and sweep out their rooms ; at eight they are 
served with their allowance of soup ; at ten with their 
meat, and at twelve with vegetables. They may eat 
them when they choose, but they have no more till the 
next morning recommences the same routine. They all 
enter into a common court-yard together; in the centre 
of which, a fountain permits to all, who wish, the 
privilege of washing. In this court- yard, the assaseixL 
and thief, the footpad and burglar, assemble together. la 
bad weather a large room affords tbem shelter; when 
cold, the cell of Louvel, the murderer of the Duke dn 
Berri, contains a stove, round which they gather. Tliie 
18 the only place which is warmed on the men*8 side. In 
the Dep6t, on the contrary, each cell is warmed by an 
iron pipe running through it, heated by steam. The cell 
of Louvel is circular, and in the top of its arched ceiling^ 
is a hook, from which was suspended the iron cage, ia 
which he was confmed. The dungeon is wholly destitute 
<»f light, but what comes from the grated door. 

The side of the females is the same as that of the 
men^ except that the chauffoir is a common appartment^ 
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bnt^ at the same time, it is the most remarkable of roomsi 
That^ now used for the Sacristie, is particularly worthy 
of notice ; for it was here that the unfortunate Queen 
Marie Antoinette was incarcerated two montiis and a 
half; and left it only for the guillotine. The room is now 
much altered and enlarged by the addition of several 
smaller ones; but its original dimensions are easily dis- 
cernible. Allowing for the part^ occupied by her bed, a 
flpace often feet by two was all that remained for a tenant 
of palaces, and a daughter of the illustrious house of 
Hapsburgh. Behind, a small room was constantly occu-> 
pied by an armed guard, who watched every motion. It 
now contains three excellent pictures, which, from the 
darkness of the room lighted only by a coloured glass 
window, are scarcely visible. They commemorate por- 
tions of the sad history of her checquered life ; her parting 
from her family before going to prison ; her prison, as it 
was, when she was there ; her dress, with every article 
truthfully painted ; and her absolution by the priest, be- 
fore she mounted the scaffold. Her sweet face, as there 
depictured, with the memory of her excellent character, 
made even the jailor blush for the despicable and unmanly 
barbarity of his country. This room leads to the chapel, 
w^here mass is chaunted every Sabbath to the assembled 
prisoners. The men are stationed below, and the women 
m a grated gallery above, which screens them effectually 
from observation. 

A large. apartment, now unoccupied, is used in times of 
disturbance, to confine persons under arrest; and is 
capable of containing two hundred individuals. Still 
another, much smaller, without any furniture but a stove, 
is called the Condemned Cell, in which all, on whom 
judgment of death has been pronounced, are confined, till 
their removal to the Prison des Condamnes, They are 
sent hither as soon as sentenced, a strait jacket put upon 
them, a mattress laid for them in a corner, and an armed 
soldier placed on constant guard in the cell. Three days 
after sentence they are executed, unless they consent to 
make confessions, in which case forty days are allowed 
them. 

No work is done in the Conciergerie, and its capacity 
is two hundred and fifty persons, though rarely containing 
that number. 
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prisons of Paris. St. Laxare. An Actress off the Stage. Fillet* 

PnbUques. Debtors' Prison. 

In continuing the particular description of the prisons of 
this metropolis, we come to that exclusively devoted to 
females. St, Lazaret situated in the rue du Faubourg 
St, Denis, was, at the close of the sixteenth century, a 
hospital for the leprous. When that loathsome disease 
was extirpated, it was given to the establishment of 
Saint Vincent de Paul, and to the congregation, which 
he founded in 1625. From being a Convent of the La- 
zarists, it was employed for the confinement of genteel 
young debauchees and licentious poets, till it has now 
been converted into a place for the detention of females 
committed for trial, or condemned to a confinement of 
less than a year ; or for those awaiting removal to the 
•general prison in the centre of the kingdom at Clermont, 
whither all are conveyed who have been sentenced for a 
long term. 

Before proceeding farther, let me remind the reader, 
that St. Lazare is the thrilling scene of many a chapter 
of Eugene Sue's Mysteries of Paris. Here are the widls 
that encompassed the sweet Fleur de Marie, the kind- 
hearted Rigolette, and the bold, fearless Louve. While 
reading that work, I remember being istruck with the 
achievement of Louve in saving the drowning Marie by^ 
plunging into the rapid Seine. My surprise has ceased. 
This apparently improbable portion of the history is now 
rendered less remarkable, for I find, that a great many 
French women are expert swimmers. The river in 
summer is almost concealed by immense floating build- 
ings in the form of a hollow square. In these buildings 
are baths; and in the centre, which is covered so as to 
defy the intrusive eye, is the swimming school. There 
are many of them of both sexes, and both are well filled 
4iiring the warm weather. A few days suice, at noon- 
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day, a poor girl, in a fit of melancholy at the loss of a 
lover, threw herself from one of the bridges with the 
design of patting an end to life and sorrow together. A 
cry of horror arose from the nnmerons bystanders, but 
not a soul moved to her rescue, A splendid carriage 
suddenly drove up, a young woman in gay attire leaped 
out, and casting aside her rich cachmere and fine bonnet, 
jiliiiiged fearlessly into the swiftly running current^ 
which foamed in wild eddies twenty feet below. — 
Bravely she buffetted the waves, though encumbered 
with heavy clothes, reached the miserable unfortunate^ 
and brought her to the river side, where both were 
assisted out. The girl was saved, and her lover, struck 
with remorse, returned to her. Her daring rescuer, 
having played her part brilliantly in the comedy ef the 
noming, was heartily greeted in the evening by the 
applause of another crowd, assembled to see her enact 
her part in another comedy at one of the Boulevard 
theatres, of which she is a member. Were the women 
of America thus physically educated, the disaster that 
befel the Swallow, and similar ones, would probably 
not be attended with so painful a sacrifice of human 
life. 

Hoping by this little episode to have caught your 
attention, you may be willing to go with me into the 
prison, and learn its condition, which is the object of my 
visit. It is divided into three fundamenially distinct 
parts, each of which is the receptacle of different classes 
of individuals, who are entirely separated from one 
another. The first contains persons committed for trial. 
The second those who are undergoing sentence of im« 
prisonment ; and the third is for young children under 
sixteen years of age. I shall say nothing of the first, as 
it is like others of the kind in similar buildings. 7%^ 
second class is principally one peculiar to Paris, to under- 
stand which requires some preliminary description. The 
fiiles'publiques of the city are subject to regulations of 
Government in every respect. To engage in this voca- 
tion, it is requisite to have the name and residence re- 
corded at the ofilce of the Prefect of the Police. A 
license is then granted, as one is in our country to a 
retailer of ardent spirits ; with this exception, that oa 
the certificate are inscribed the rales and regulations km 
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the control of their behaviour, which are carried into 
actual execution, instead of sleeping on the statnte-book. 
These consist principally in limiting the hoars and place* 
of their perambulations. They are forbidden for example 
to enter any of the public gardens, the Palais-Royal, luid 
many other places; to address in the streets any one, 
"Who has a child or female in company, or any one what>- 
ever before the city is lighted in the evening, or aft^ 
eleven o'clock, &c., &c. This card is frequently required 
to be shown to any of the numerous police, who may 
happen to imagine, that a woman has commenced bo*- 
fimess without a license. The reverse of the card 
fsupplies a place for the date of her physician's visit; 
There are more than two hundred of these physicians, 
<»lled officiers de sant^, supported by the government, 
whose whole duty is to keep an eye upon the health of 
this class, ne quid detrimevUi respuhlica capiat. To effect 
this object, every maison des files is licensed, and visited 
weekly. The loose women, who occupy their own 
i^xirtments, go themselves once a fortnight to the bnreni 
at the Hotel de ViDe for a similar purpose. The ruleft 
are so rigidly enforced, that if any are detained a day or 
two beyond the time prescribed, a messenger is dis- 
patched at once to inquire the reason. Change of re* 
fiidence can make no difference, for the police know 
every inhabitant of the city, and every alteration of 
abode is immediately noted. Disease among them is 
treated as a crime ; sach as are thus guilty, are sent to 
the prison of St. Lazare to stay till cured. 

The whole system arises from an opinion, that this 
mass of moral evil is necessary, and absolutely beyond a 
core. Whether this is true or not, I shall not now under* 
take to discuss ; but it is apropos to remark, that we all 
ought to understand the state of the question. For it is 
an actual and mighty leprosy of the social body, like in- 
temperance, lotteries and gaming. About these and some 
otiier epidemic vices, every man is called upon, and 
bound most solemnly to act. It is consequently a duty, 
pressing him with equal force to think, investigate and 
decide. There are but two ways of treating these dis- 
orders of the state — for he is not a good citizen who does 
not regard them as snch— one is extermination ; the otiier 
ffcgalAtion; and people bare arranged themselTes iDti> 
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two denominations^ etponsmgr respectively that e direrg*- 
ing modes. The subject is eminently practical ; bat stiU 
cannot be trusted wholly to experiment. The adran- 
tages of control with respect to the femme publique ara 
practically shown in the small amount of disease in l^is 
«ity, compared with London^ New York, and even moral 
Boston, where the adrerse theory of legal extirpation is 
strongly practised on, with all the favourable counte* 
nance, wmch public opinion can lend. Disease, however, 
is by no means a measure of the mischief, either to society, 
or this infected portion of it. Other consequences equally 
hateful flow from this copious fountain, and its very ex* 
tent, however regulated, is itself an evil of alarming 
jnagnitude. But I have little time to mention even facts, 
and none at all to baild theories on them. Of this class 
of persons the prison contains at present upwards of 
three hundred. They occupy the hospitals principally, 
ivhich are large and commodious. 

The third section contains the Orphan Children, who, 
having nothing to do, are begging in the city, ana leading 
a vagabond life, like Fleur de Nf arie ; or making the first 
timid experiments in petty thieving. Such are taken 
from the streets, and placed here, where they often find 
better accommodations, and are realiy happier, than ever 
before at any period of their lives. 

In their treatment, conveniences, nourishment, and 
other particulars, no difference is known among the 
classes. All are roused at six o*clock from their slumbers, 
and in half an hour proceed to their respective work- 
rooms where they labour under the superintendence of 
an ofiicer. Needle-work of various kinds is their chief 
employment. There is, however, a manufactory of paper 
boxes, and another of suspenders. The strict discipline, 
enforced in the American Houses of Correction, is not 
observed ; but every thing is conducted in a much more 
lenient way. The prisoners are not prevented from con- 
versing together m the work rooms, if no noise is made 
to disturb the prevalent tranquillity. On the entrance of 
any one, all stop their work to cast a glance, and some- 
times a prolonged gaze, at the visitor, which furnishes a 
striking contrast to the manners of American institu- 
tions. No task is allotted, each labouring as she pleases, 
provided her indolence is not noticed by the superinr 
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t^ndent. Work is continaed to six o'clock p. m., intemipt- 
ed only by their meals and hours of recreation. This sounds 
strangely — ^reception in a prison ! It is so, notwithstand- 
ini^. Two hoars a day — one in the morning, the other in 
thi afternoon — all are permitted to walk in the coort^ 
shaded by fine trees ; and there they laugh and sing and 
amuse themselves together, as much as they like, keeping 
within the limits of good order and decorum. In these 
courts are fountains, which are the g^eneral wash-bowls ; 
but refreshiag breezes are the only towels, which the 
government supplies. 

In this prison, as elsewhere^ it may be seen, how much 
better it is to be a great rogue, than a small one : to steal 
a thousand dollars than to pilfer one ; for here, as at St. 
Felagie, money will procure every object of desire. Six 
sous a week will buy the privilege of sharing a room 
with one or two others, and of working in it instead of 
the public shop. The ill health of the prostitutes con- 
fines most of them to the hospital. This is a long hall 
with partitions, extending only to the entry, which 
traverses the whole length of the edifice. This arrange- 
ment is attended with the advantage of supplying a 
number of separate rooms with an improved ventilation, 
and an easier superintendence. There are a resident 
physician and apothecary; the physician en cke/ywiU 
the establishment every morning. For punishment of 
bad behaviour, the shower bath, black hole, and such like> 
are entirely unknown. The sole correction is solitary 
confinement in her room without change of food for four 
days at most. On expressing my astonishment at its 
lightness, my conductor said that *^ solitary confinement 
is enough for womenJ** In an adjoining chapel, those who 
are inclined, attend mass on the Sabbath ; the number of 
such amounts to about half of the inmates. The internal 
management is under the direction of the inestimable 
Sisters of Charity. These religieuses have the care of all 
the institutions in the city, where females are confined ; 
and their winning ways, and attractive kindness, have 
been the means of drawing many from the devious paths, 
into which they had been straying. The work executed 
here, is of the most perfect description ; funds are thus 
collected^ which are remitted to them on their enlarge- 
,;ment. 
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7%tf Prison for Debtors is situated in the Bae de 
Clichy, a retired qaarter, where most of the English po- 
palation live. To be a candidate for admission to this 
Retreat, a debt, of thirty dollars, in the case of a 
foreigner, is a necessary qualification. It must be pajra* 
ble to the original creditor ; and the candidate must be 
under seventy years of age. No person can be arrested 
on a Sunday, or fete day ; or in any place of religious wor* 
•hip, or of the constituted authorities ; or in any private 
bouse, if admittance is refused ; or between sunset and 
sunrise. These popular enactments naturally cause many 
debtors from England to take refuge in this city. The 
creditor, who puts a man in prison, roust make a monthly 
advance of his board at the rate of six dollars per month ; 
neglecting which only for a day, the debtor is set at 
liberty. — The doors are opened to him at a fixed time« in 
proportion to the amount of the debt ; and the creditor 
nas no further power to again confine him, the debt being 
thus legally cancelled. Imprisonment for a debt, less than 
one hundred dollars, ceases in two years: in four years 
for two hundred dollars ; and in ten years for idl sums 
above a thousand. 

The lot of these individuals is not very unfortunate. 
They are deprived of liberty indeed ; but they pass a life 
of ease at the cost of others^ and, judging from their 
faces, I imagine they have a merry time of it. Notwith- 
standing the universal cry of freedom, men in all coun- 
tries are ever ready enough to sell it ; the only question 
being about the price. The twenty sous a day are given 
directly to the debtor, with which sum he is to provide 
himself with food and lodging. The government charges 
faim six sous a day for his room, furnished with a bed, 
two tables and three chairs. One would thinks it would 
puzzle him to keep house with the small remainder of this 
«am, even with an allowance of a sufficient length of 
tether to enable him to do his marketing himself. But 
most of them have money at command ; or friends, who 
come to see them, laden with provisions. Should no such 
providential manna be desposited for their gathering^tii^ 
«^1 can manage to keep the great enemy, hunger^ at 
bay. and even pass the time quite comfortably. 
* The whole interior administration is vested in a Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means^ elected by the prisonef*. A 
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repoblican government is thus, you observe, already 
established in the heart of France. This Board have a 
4<ible d'hote, where all, who wish, can take their meals at 
a stipulated sum per day. They have also a capacious 
kitchen, and grant every one the privilege of cooking 
whatever he chooses, for two cents daily, which is ascer- 
tained to remunerate them for the charcoal used. They 
liave, beside, some property, which belongs to the prison* 
«rs ; such as a billiard table, a nine-pin alley^ and other 
things, which they let to those who have money they caa 
«pare, at the rate, for instance, of two sous for thirty rolls 
at the alley. The friends of the prisoners are likewise 
allowed to spend their time with them from ten o'clock, 
A. M. to six, p. H. of every day. Each one has his room^ 
^rhich is furnished by himself, or friends, with various 
degrees of luxury according to his ability or taste. A 
fbue garden, adorned with trees and flowers, affords an 
agreeable promenade ; and no labour is exacted, but every 
cue consumes his time precisely as he pleases. Many 
individuals might employ themselves as well within 
these walls, as without; tailors for instance. And so 
might the poet^ the flight of whose fancy is not to be 
liemmed in by stone partitions. I mean this hin^for his 
particular benefit, for though the poet's corner may be 
after death, in some grand old Westminster Abbey, it is, 
notwithstanding, in his life time, apt to be the inglorious 
debtor's prison. This, the only institution for the con* 
finement of debtors in the city, is capable of containing 
four hundred individuals ; but^ at present, encloses only 
one hundred men, and eight women, who are kept^ <» 
^course, in separate apartments. 

"We have always a good many of your countrymen,** 
«aid the guide. What country P " English." I am not 
English, but American. "Ah! we have but one now 
IVom America; a Protestant clergyman of New York," 
— well-known to the residents of West Point. Another 
was pointed out to me, as the son of a peer of France, 
who, having spent a fortune in prodigality, was expiating 
iiis indiscretion, and receiving, with the approbation of 
liis ftither, some wholesome instruction in this severe 
•ehool of economy. The penny postman had left Us 
ietters, and I had finished my visit; so we both went ont 
-tsgetiwr. 
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Place de la Bastille. Column of Jnly« Hotel de Ville. Palm Sunday2» 
Education, Louvre. Relics. Horse market. Thiers* 

In the company of three friends, Drs. Carey of New York 
and King and Davis of Soath Carolina, I set oat to visi 
the Hotel de Ville ; for admittance to which I had writ- 
ten and procured letters of the proper authorities some 
days previous. By inattention to the time specified in 
the billet, we arrived there about an hour too early. Un- 
willing to lose the time, we employed it in going to the 
Place de la Bastille. This spot is full of interest, having 
been the scene of many historical events. The Bastille 
has, however, disappeared, and in its place shoots up the 
high and beautiful column of July. It is constructed of 
bronze, rising to an elevation of one hundred and sixty- 
three fl^et, and measures twelve feet in diameter. A great 
deal of taste is displayed in this monument. Its pedestal 
stands upon a basement of white marble, supported by 
blocks of granite. Around this is a tesselated pavement 
of white and black stone, and finally a border of red 
Flemish marble, surmounted by an iron fence. At the an- 
gles of the monument is the cock, which is now an em- 
blem of the French nation, though I do not know the rea- 
son ; perhaps from that well-known principle in Heraldry, 
hy which arms possess in many instences a certain rela- 
tion to names. Thus the ancient sovereigns of Dauphiny 
-and Auvergne bore a dolphin on their shield ; the city of 
Xyons a lion ; that of Berne a bear. So Gallas, a Gaul or 
•Frenchman, might for a similiar reason assume the figure 
of the polite and gallant leader and champion of oar 
poultry, as emblematic of his nation. The family of Law 
in Scotland, however, dispute the exclusive claim of the 
French to this really noble bird. They bear this figure in 
"their arms in allusion to the common method of expressing 
,ihe cry of that bird among the Scotch "cocky— leery — 
Law,'* If it is of ancient adoption among the.descesid- 
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Imts of the Ganls, I sat pect this emblem has become more 
|)opalar than formerly. The shaft of the pillar contains 
m large letters of gold the names of the five hundred and 
four citizens, who were killed daring the three memorable 
days of Jalyi 1830, and now lie buried beneath it. On 
the top of the monument is a gilt figure, representing the 
Grenius of Liberty. This image is said to be one of very 
great excellence. What pleased me more than anything 
was, to see the numerous wreaths, hung upon the picketo 
of the iron fence by the hands of affectionate relatives of 
the ^' glorious dead." I suppose, there were some twenty, 
many of them fresh, beside others, which had apparently 
hung there for a long time. Under the monument runs 
the canal St. Martin, which is spanned by one stupendous 
arch of masonary. It was here that Bonaparte intended 
to erect an immense elephant in bronze, which, with the 
tower, was to have been seventy-two feet high, from 
whose trunk a fountain was to play. The project was to 
construct it of cannon to be taken in Portugal and Spain, 
but, unfortunately for the plan, these were never captured, 
and by conseqaence, the mammoth water-spout was never 
built. The plaster model, however, is remainiog near the 
column. A monument en this plan is expected to be 
erected shortly, but in another portion of the city. 

Betuming from this digression to our primary destina- 
tion, we entered the Hotel De Ville, or Town House, 
after lingering to admire its elegant exterior. This, you 
may imagine, consumed some time, for it is one of the 
most beautiful buildings in Paris. It is in vain to at- 
tempt a description ; this must be reserved till my return. 
I will say, however, that it has turrets and minarets and 
windows and niches. These niches are filled with sta- 
tues of the great men of France ; among whom I recol- 
lect Buffon, Rollin, Descartes, Sully. This edifice was 
built by Philip Augustus, but, like the jack-knife, which 
had possessed seven new blades and five new handles, 
and yet remained the same instrument, the Hotel De Ville 
iias been so thoroughly renewed, that its original founder 
liimself could not possibly recognise it. The repairs are 
even not yet completed. This is the spot, where all the 
revolutions have commenced, and which has witnessed 
most of the great political acts of these times. It was 
•tee from a window in tiie saloon of the throne, that 
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Lsfityette, iMreiogr embraced Louis Philippe, presented Mm 
to the peofde. In this boildiDgr, too, Bobespierre held hi* 
ooimcil. The rooms, which are shown, with these ex** 
ceptions, are devoid of peculiar interest, and only distin** 
gmished by the ridmess of their fomitore, their painted 
ceilings, silk and gold curtains, large mirrors, and similar 
embellishments. 

The recent snow and subsequent rain have plDnge<i 
'&e streets into a condition by no means nnusaal to ai> 
American. Notwithstanding this, it being Sanday, ther» 
•were crowds of people in the streets. Being unfavoura* 
ble for promenading, they directed their steps in greater 
nnmbers than usual toward the churches. Another rea- 
son beside, which influenced me, also attracted them» 
It was a fete day. Palm Sunday. Around the church of 
St. Sulpice, which I attended, and others likewise whicb 
I passed, were many old men and women, having pileo 
of a kind of green shrub, principally, if not entirely, box.- 
A branch of this they sold for a sous. Every person who 
entered, that I saw, bore one of them. The numerous- 
priests also, who assisted at the service, held them in 
tiieir hands. On a strong box, placed to receive the 
contributions of the charitable, I noticed a label, stating 
that it was intended for those who wished to consumer 
ndlk and butter during Lent. The heinous sin of this- 
indulgence is wholly washed away by a few sous dropped 
into this receptabie, the number of which is governed, 1 
presume, by the appetite of the contributor. Every day 
thk form of religion becomes more and more disgusting. 
I do not think, however, that there is much hypocrii^ 
among the people. It is simply because their organ ojf 
£iith must be remarkably large. This, I consider, ori* 
ginates in ignorance. The multitude of Paris are unac** 
quainted even with the rudiments of education. If they 
ean read at all, it is with so much difficulty, as to give* 
no pleasure. It is not uncommon for porters, concierge* 
and others, to mention in their advertisements, that they 
can read and write. When they possess the ability tc^ 
lead, their low wages aJlow them to buy few books, and 
their tastes select those of very indifferent character- 
IThe churches are therefore filled with the lower orders of 
aen, and the higher classes of women. The latter ar» 
anfortmuiiely not so well informed as. in the United 
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States. Two ikir^n are very rare bere^ though of per^. 
petual occurrence in America — ^blue stockings and pradea. 
The former are raroe aves, the latter absolutely unknown. 

After church I went to the Louvre. A part of the old 
pietures has been taken away to make room for a yearly 
exhibition of the works of modem painters. This was 
the first day of public exhibition, since they have been 
placed there ; and notwithstanding the rain and ** slosh/' 
the crowd was very great. The two sous, which are 
exacted for the care of umbrellas, must produce quite a 
■am for Louis Philippe. Speaking of umbrellas, they 
have an excellent custom at Paris in regard to the care 
of cloaks and other loose gear at all public places, and 
also at private balls, which ensures their safety. A 
munber is attached to each article, which is then put 
away by a servant. A corresponding number is pre** 
aented to the owner, on the return of which, his property 
10 instantly restored. How much better is this, than 
tiie vexations exchange of garments at an Americaa 
party or ball I What a confasion of moveables and per<- 
aonal chattels ! What a disregard of old landmarks and 
notione of meum and tuum ! It is almost as hazardous 
to be the last to depart from an American assembly, as to 
sit down to a dinner table after the guests have risen. 
What a capital scheme this ticketing would be on steam- 
boats to secure the re-appearance of one's boots ! At the 
masked balls a considerable revenue arises from the tes 
sous on each bundle. At the museums of Paris and 
Versailles, where two sous are charged on canes, parasols 
and umbrellas, which are prohibited from being carried 
into the galleries, the income is foity thousand dollars a 
year. 

In SBcfa a crowd it was quite impossible to observe 
the pictures. The critics, who have been permitted an 
entrance for several days, complain that the character of 
them is not equal to what it has been for several years 
past. In one thing, however, they are not inferior to the 
master-pieces of the old painters. They are in general 
quite tiieir equals in freedom from drapery ; not evea a 
4g*-leaf is thought necessary. Strange, when the actual 
men and women of society owe so much of their conse* 
qoence io tiiie tailor and dressmaker^ that the mimic 
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representationB of them shoald digpense so entirely with 
their services. 

I have been to see the relics, of which I lately wrote. 
There were not so many, as I had heard, consisting only 
of the tme crown of thorns, a piece of the tme cross, and 
some nails which were used in fastening our Saviour 
npon it. All these I have seen, though at a little die* 
tknce. They were placed on the altar of the cathedral 
of Notre Ddme. The crown no longer retained its 
thorns ; they had been broken off, and given to varions 
churches. The remains were enveloped in a box of 
crystal, so overlaid with gold, that little, if any, of the 
wood was visible. The nails, which are described as red 
with the blood of our Saviour, were also enclosed in a 
case of gold, or gilt, so that they were in a great measure 
concealed. The piece of the true cross was more ex- 
posed, and looked as if it might have been part of the 
panel of an old oaken door. A multitude of carriages 
was before the entrance, and the church was thronged 
with women. Though four or five thousand were pro« 
bably present, its vast dimensions would have very easily 
admitted as many more. I heard, or rather saw, a 
eermon ; for on account of the distance of my seat from 
the priest, I could not hear a word ; yet I had the satis- 
faction of seeing him point frequently to these relics. 
The priests were allowed to advance and kiss them ; but 
the poor public were only indulged with a look, and the 
liberty of " lifting up their eyes to Heaven and saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner.*' 

Let me say a word of the Horse Market, where I found 
collected five or six hundred horses of all kinds and con- 
ditions, from the immense Norman horses to such as re- 
semble the American and Canadian. In the centre of the 
market was a course of about five hundred feet in length, 
where the speed of the animals were tried. Around it 
stood the jockeys with whips, whose privilege it was to 
strike every creature that passed. The poor beast in 
going round this ground would sometimes receive several 
hundred blows. The students of Paris are frequently 
'' taking courses," on Chemistry, Theory and Practice of 
Physic, and other sciences; — ^here were many engaged 
in << taking a course," on Anatomy; for the skin and 
bones they bestrode^ often could not merit a better name. 
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On one side, a hill called an essai, with a steep ascent 
and descent, afifbrded an opportunity to test their strength, 
and this is done by attaching them to a cart with clogged 
wheels. 

Mons. Thier's new work, the " History of the Con- 
sulate," a sequel or continuation of his *' History of the 
Bevolution," has sold with unprecedented success. The 
newspapers state, that ten thousand copies were dis- 
posed of the first day, and the edition exhausted. The 
fame, which he acquired by his first work, sells the 
second. 1 have seen no report of its character. 

The French generally serve up every kind of food 
separately. Bat there is one dish in the dessert, which 
is a mixture, called les guatre mandiants — the last word 
not in the lexicon, meaning, eatables — consisting of 
filberts, almonds, raisins and figs. The melange which I 
have prepared, though it will not compare with the 
mandiants in relish or adaptation, can boast, yon must 
certainly confess^ of a much greater number of in- 
gredients. 



ISO OXJ> WINS 



XXI. 

SligUih. Washing EttaUishmciita. St Sulpioe. Tb« "SwIm.** 
Chamber of Peen. Traits in French Character. 

The twenty-third of last month was a great F§te day, 
mnd I went to the church of St. Roch, to hear mass. I 
•m ignorant of the composer, but it was excellently 
€haanted and sung by the first vocalists of the Italian 
Opera. It was with no little difficulty that I effected an 
-entrance into the building. At a very early hour, it was 
■completely filled, and on my arrival, the soldiers ex- 
tinguished absolutely every hope of admittance. Bat ac- 
icidentally I happened to overhear a gentleman remark to 
i;wo ladies, that he had obtained leave to enter at a back 
<loor. On the instant, I followed them, and just as they 
were going to enter, taking the arm of one of the ladies, 
I very unblushingly walked in, not forgetting to thank 
her for thus successfully, though unwittingly, covering 
-my attack. Notwithstanding this skilful manoeuvre, I 
was, after all, under the necessity from the immense 

fress, of remaining in one of the chapels, where, though 
could hear perfectly, I was unable to see either singers, 
priests, or what all were more desirous of doing, the 
^Queen, who regularly attends this church. It is wonder- 
ful to meet everywhere so many Englishmen and women. 
There is scarcely a company into which I go, or a street 
I pass through, where I do not hear some one speaking 
my own tongue. And, indeed, without a word, it is easy 
ix) recognise them, especially the men, whose shaven 
faces and haughty strut betray them, accompanied, not 
nnfrequeatly, with a rawness, which not only bespeaks a 
want of acquaintance with Paris, but even with good 
manners. Quite a common sign in the shop windows is 
— " English spoken here." 

From sheer 'curiosity, just follow my " washing," in its 
perambulations through the city. A young girl takes it 
from my room, and carries to the estabUshment of her 
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mistress. Here every article is marked with a bit of 
thread. Thence it travels to the river at the dirtiest 
portion of it, where the city sewers disembogue their fool 
contents. At this delightfdlly selected spot are large 
houses bnilt on boat-shaped fonndations^two hnndred feet 
long or more, two stories in height, and provided with 
windows, chimneys and other conveniences, like a com- 
mon dwelling on the land. The lower story floor is 
nearly even with the water's edge, and open to the air. 
Oi this platform are to be seen some hundred or two 
women in each of these establishments engaged in 
cleansing the linen. One should never allow himself tlo 
imagine even for a minute, that the chattel is his own, 
whiGh he observes undergoing the torture of purification; 
the consequences would assuredly be fatal to his peace of 
mmd. When a man beholds his house burning up, he is 
in some sort reconciled to his misfortune by witnessing^ 
ttie manly efforts put forth, by generous firemen to rescue 
Us property. But he is reduced to positive despair, when 
iie views the wanton exertions made to annihilate his 
nice shirts, and without any apparent compunctions of 
conscience. But labour is cheaper than soap, and there- 
fore it is used with greater freedom. Economy is duly 
attended to ; but it is the economy ot soap, and not of linen. 
Fuel, as well as soap, is so dear, that no one ever thinks 
«f boiling the *' white things," as in the United States. 
In Hie place of the former, they use Veau dejavelle, which 
is nothing more or less than lye, and so strong, as to flay 
the hand which touches it. This is applied withoat 
mercy. After this corrosive ablution, they are pounded 
with a wooden hammer, till every button on the shirt is 
broken, a signal, that they have been beaten enough. 
The poor victim is yet not entirely despatched ; there are 
still some remains of vigour left. This is soon dissipated, 
for it is next laid upon a board, and a brushof stiff bristles 
is energetically applied by a lusty woman. It is then 
finsed in the yellow river, conveyed to the room overhead 
and dried, returned to the first hands to be starched and 
ironed, and in a few days the bundle of rags is brought 
home to the unconscious proprietor, who pays six sous 
Ibr the transformation, and consigns it to the paper-maker. 
Two sous are charged apiece for a similar conversion of 
CoUarS; handkerchidGi and hone. The conaeqaence of i^ 
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tiiis is, that dirty shirts are so excessively numerous, as 
to become almost distinctive of a gentleman. To mark 
linen with iodelible iok is perfectly useless ; after sach a 
process, even Kidder's is invisible. 

The 24th was a decidedly musical day with me. I 
have already given you a sketch of my morning and 
evening feasts , but, between the two, I was treated by 
4t lucky accident with a capital luncheon. Virginie came 
mnniug to my room, and said, that I had better go to 
St Sal pice — a step only from me — and hear the Hallelujak 
And Gloria. I was too late for the former, but the lattter 
I heard. The immense church was crammed, the vasfe 
jnultitode uniting in the music with the hired singers and 
orchestra. Never have I beard such music performed by 
such a choir. At a Methodist camp-meeting on Cape 
C!od, I once heard ten thousand people, or thereabouts, 
singing their humdrum melodies, but at this time the 
£nest music in the world was sung by almost an equal 
number, led by a large choir of finished performers. I do 
not know, that I was ever so affected on any similar oc* 
casion, as now, when the priest, taking the cross from 
the altar, and turning to the multitude, presented it la 
blessing them. With one accord all fell upon their knees 
and bowed their heads in adoration ; then rising, every 
mouth was open, and every voice loud with the praise 
and glory of the Lord. Every voice but mine. I was 
completely choked. My heart came into my mouth; it 
'was impossible to utter a sound, and cold chills went 
and came. This strong effect was new and surprising*. 
Yet it was not a religious emotion. Strange to say, I 
^0 not remember thinking of the cause of this adoration. 
Jt was but an ecstasy of mere social feeling, which I 
doubt not many mistake for a more holy sentiment. In 
the midst of all these solemn and impressive influences^ 
I was strongly tempted to laughter. A poor girl, who 
was standing in the passage, knelt down with all the 
lest, but the Swiss, or servant, who has the charge of 
preserving order, objected to her obstruction of the 
avenue, and asked her to remove. She arose, and agfuhi 
icneeled in the same place. He again insisted on her re- 
moval, but still again she persisted in occupying nearly 
the same position, and by the time the controversy was 
lended, the whole multitude had arisent 
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This Swiss is qaite a prominent person in the chnrcli.^ 
He is dressed in scarlet, richly trimmed and adorned 
with gold lace, a chapean with three comers, a sword 
by his side, and in his hand a baton of office perhaps 
five feet long, ornamented with a large gold head. Over 
one shoulder is thrown a scarf, which crosses the breast 
to the other side, extending to the knee, and is also 
the breast to the other side, extending to the knee, and iflr 
also highly embellished. This functionary precedes the 
priest in Ms short walk from the sacristy to the enclosure 
of the altar, making way for him by striking the stone 
floor violently and repeatedly with this truncheon. Dar- 
ing the service of mass and other exercises, he marchev 
round among the people, demanding offerings for the 
church, and followed by two priests with each a bag, 
one to contain collections for the church, the other those 
for the poor. At three sous for every chair, the amount 
so obtained is by no means small. 

In the afternoon of the twenty-sixth I went to the 
Chamber of Peers. To obtain admission a ticket is re- 
quired, which is given by one of the members. On the point 
of entering, to my inexpressible chagrin, 1 discovered, that 
I was in that agreeable position called a dilemma, and 
termed by some elegant writers, a fix. My ticket was 
not to be found I What was to be done ? Time pressed ; 
I did not despair of obtaining entrance however. I asked 
the guard, who declined to admit me without one, where 
I could get a ticket ? He said of the Swiss (or servant) 
below. I found him easily. On propounding the matter 
to him, he with solemn mystery and pretended secrecy, 
conducted me away from all observers, and he said 
he had one ticket. On enquiring what he asked, he re- 
plied in the obsequious manner, which this class al- 
ways affect the world over, towards one whom they 
design to take in, ''What you please." I was not 
bom in New-England for nothing, and therefore dis- 
covered, that too much amour'propre costs very dear in 
France. Instead of two or three francs, which he pro- 
bably thought would have been idmost urged on him for a 
ticket, bought in a dark comer, and enveloped in mystery, 
he got a fifteen sons piece, which happened to be in my 
pecket. I begin to understand the people^ and am no 
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longer to be wheedled by bows, or overawed by bluster. 
I ofier a man half what he aeks, without a thought that 
I am insultiDg him. Aod^ after all, I often think the par* 
diase might have been made for half the price agreed to. 
Ah! the French are a sorry people. A remark in the 
Britannia, a London paper, which I saw this morning, 
was so striking, that I give it to you with the endorse^ 
ment of several Americans, to whom I read it — '* France 
is only taking her first footsteps in civilization. This 
language would probably enrage Frenchmen, who, by 
some original fantasy of their nature, always regard 
themselves as the first of mankind. But as they grow 
wiser, they will comprehend, that civilization does not 
mean glass and gilding, millinery and bon-bons; but 
common sense, common freedom, common law. In all 
these things Frenchmen are still but children, and chil* 
dr^i they will remain, so long as they think that plate 
glass and palaces, and boasting about France, and bra* 
vadoes against the worlds are the substantial powerof a 
nation." 

This is not telling you of the Chamber of Peers. I got 
in, as you have seen. It cost twice as much to see Gen. 
Tom Thumb. The room, where the public session is 
held, is extremely beautiful. It is in the form of a semi- 
circle. In the middle of the axis are the seats of the 
President and Secretaries ; before them the rostrum, 
from which all the speeches are made. The chairs in 
front are for the members. They are lined with green 
and yellow damask. The carpets are of the same colours. 
The walls are brilliant with gilding, and the ceiling i» 
painted with allegorical representations of law and jus- 
tiee. Around the walls are numerous busts of the Mar- 
shals of France, and pictures of scenes in the lives of 
Louis XI. and Philippe of Valois. I sat through the 
speeches of several of the honourable members, which 
were delivered with very little animation, employing 
myself in looking at their dresses. They all wore a coat 
with collar and cuffs embroidered in gold. This uniform^ 
with vests, cravats and pants of all colours and shapes^ 
reminded me of a stable boor, who slips on a white 
jacket to wait upon the table at dinner, but whose nether 
integuments reveal very plainly his more legitimate call- 
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log. As soon as the clock strnck five, they all jamped 
from their seats with an alacrity unexpected from their 
grey hairs, and mshed to the doors; and, before the Pre« 
sident could say, '' session is adjourned ," they were half 
of them in their carriages. Dinner bells have the same 
effect in French palaces as in the Mississippi River 
steamboats. 
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Arc de Triomphe. Wall of Paris. Duke of Orleans. His Death and 
Blausoleuiiu Consequences. Successor to Louis Philippe. 

Os a fine day^ a short time ago, Dr. Gary, of Buffalo, 
New York, accompanied me for a promenade in the 
Champs Elysees. We soon came to the Arc de Triomphe. 
Oar attention being diverted and engrossed by a great 
many equipages, which were being shown off by their 
aristocratic proprietors, the distance of three miles was 
insensibly passed. I shall not take up the space requisite 
for a description of this monument of the genius of Bona- 
parte. I say of Bonaparte, because, though actually 
erected by Louis Philippe, it was the design of the £m« 
peror. Passing the barrier, we came to the famous wall, 
which is now being built, and nearly completed, around 
the city. This evidence of the folly of legislation, though 
many think of the monarch's sagacity, is a stupendous 
Tvork. Independently of the cost of the land which it 
occupies, the expense of its erection alone has been im- 
mense. It is constructed of solid stone some twenty 
feet in height. This is encompassed by a deep trench, 
capable of being flooded, constituting an impassable 
moat from twenty to thirty feet wide. Earth is heaped 
up behind the wall, forming a solid massy rampart. Nu- 
merous forts are interspersed along the line. What the 
eventual cost will be, it is quite impossible even to 
conjecture. In 1841, one hundred and fifty millions of 
£iuic8 were granted for the commencement. A day or 
two ago. Marshal Soult presented a bill to the Chamber 
of Deputies, asking an appropriation of fifteen million 
francs, and more, for the necessary guns and equipments. 
A newspaper of the humorous and satirical order, called 
the Charivari, which, like the ancient court jesters, with 
its folly, utters many truths, says, " M. Boult wants fifteen 
million francs for the fortifications. Surely, it is the 
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policy of the Gtovemment to preserve peace at whatever, 
txpense." 

A little beyond the fortifications is the spot^ where in 
1842 the Duke of Orleans, heir to the throne of France, 
hreathed his last. All mast recollect, for the tragical 
catastrophe concerned the world, that his horses, becom- 
ing unmanageable from fright, the Prince, in attempting 
to jump from his carriage, fractared his skull, and died 
in four hours after. He was borne into the shop of a 
grocer ; and on this spot has been erected by the 
Eing a most beautiful chapel, dedicated to St. Ferdinand. 
It is the most charming object that I have seen in Paris, 
or indeed anywhere else. The structure is but fifty feet 
in length, and twenty in height. There is nothing 
striking in its external appearance, except the cross, 
which surmounts it, and the windows, which are of a 
peculiar shape. Little of it can be seen from the street, 
as it is surrounded by a high wall. The interior is of 
white marble. Directly opposite the door of entrance is. 
an altar to the Virgin, situated on the exact place, where 
the unfortunate Prince expired. This is surmounted by 
a fine statae of the Virgin and child. The simple orna- 
ments of the altar, candlesticks, cross, &c., are chased 
nlver. At the right hand is a most touching monument, 
representing the Prince upon his death-bed, enveloped in 
a cloak, which whoever does not conceal the star upon 
his breast and the epaulet upon his shoulder. At the 
head of his pillow is an enchanting '* Spirit,'* with ex- 
panded wings, in the attitude of supplication. Nothing 
on earth can be more pathetic than this. I defy any one 
to look upon it without being affected to tears. The 
monument is in two parts, but so delicately joined, that 
an observer does not at first notice the fact. The 
'^ Spirit'* is the work of his deceased sister, the accom- 
plished Princess Marie, who little imagined it was one 
day to serve for the mausoleum of her brother. The rest 
is by Triqueti, from a sketch by Monsieur A. Scheffer. 
The windows are of coloured glass, depicting the patron 
saints of the family. The pavement consists of white 
and black marble. In a small room behind the altar is 
a painting of great merit, which must have been placed 
there within a short time, as the date upon it is 1844, 
Itat I neglected to take the name of the artist. It is a 
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nteral representation of the closing scene in the life of 
tiie deceased, who is represented lying on a bed placed 
upon the floor. His features have already assumed the 
ashy hue of death. He is dressed in a shirt open at tho 
Beck, with the red pantaloons of his uniform. A priest 
is in the act of applying vinegar to his nostrils. Behind^r 
attentively watching, are his physicians, hastily called^ 
and another priest. At the foot of his bed kneels the 
king, no longer a king, but a father. The queen and two» 
of his sisters are on their knees by his side. A little- 
behind them stand two of the younger brothers, and afe 
the door Marshal Soult, Guizot, and the aide-de-camp of 
the dying Prince. It is a very impressive tableau indeed^ 
and, aside from the fine execution and excellent like- 
nesses of the piece, the interest of the scene is very great. 
The death of the Due D*Orleans was not merely a 
domestic bereavement to the reigning family. It was a 
momentous loss to France and to the world. The conse- 
quences are yet to come. The throne, on the death of 
me present tenant, will descend to the son of the de- 
ceased, the youthful Count of Paris, who is not more 
than eight or nine years of age. Daring his minority 
the administration of affairs will devolve on the Due de 
Nemours, who is by far the most unpopular of the 
princes. There are besides two competitors for the 
SQccession, who have numerous and ardent adherents, 
and who are all prepared for a desperate contest for the 
sapreme power. The claims of the House of Bourbon 
are strongly advocated in private. Many seize every 
opportunity to decry the present king. By a base artifice^ 
practised by lying politicians on the everlasting guUi- 
oility of the common people on both sides of the water^ 
and meant to rouse the slumbering fires of national 
jealousy, they say, that he has submitted to be dictated 
to by England. That he has allowed the Great Nation 
to be humbled, in consequence of which the eye of 
Europe is no longer fixed on France, to inquire what 
step she shall next presume to take. These angry de- 
clamations they universally finish by adding, to my nn- 
ntterable astonishment, '* that it was not so under the 
Bonrfoon djmasty." My surprise is owing to the circom- 
citance, that, though not old enough myself to have a 
personal or contemporary knowledge of that portion of 
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ike world?8 history, yet I have a feeble remembrance of 
hearing my father say, that the Bourbon djmasty of our 
timeg was fed, clothed, housed, and narsed by England ; 
and, when it was not able to walk alone, from sheer 
debility, was taken in her brawny arms, carried back to 
Paris, and made to sit upright on the French throne. 
She also pat a sceptre into the hands of this remnant of 
the Bourbons, and tried to make the monarch hold it, but 
it dropped almost immediately from his puny grasp. Louis 
Philippe picked it up, and has held it ever since, and will 
continue to wear it, till death shall dissolve his hold, and 
mingle his ashes with those of his lamented son. To 
him be would doubtless have bequeathed it, '< but destiny 
denied.** y 

Again there are many, who are dazzled by the glorious 
monuments of Napoleon. These sigh for a return of that 
stirring and brilliant epoch, when the French Empire was 
the fear and wonder of the universe. Of course they ain& 
at tiie restoration of his power. They do not want » 
niggardly prince, they say, who seeks to fill his coffers, 
and provide a magnificent revenue for each of his many 
sons. 

But in the meantime Louis Philippe is no fool. His 
grey hairs cover no empty caput. He sees as far inta 
the dark as most men, his enemies not excepted. 
Wrecked in his early hopes and fortunes^ expelled from 
his country, and abandoned to wander, like Ulysses, 
over 1^ face of the earth in grief and want, he did not 
return without bringing back with him to his native land 
some of the wisdom and experience, which marked that 
acute Greek. When the world beholds upon the throne, 
a man, who has gone to school, like him, to poverty and 
misfortune, and been taught by them to contend witii 
hardships and vanquish difficulties, they may be sure 
they see a constitutional master, as Government ought 
ever to be, of a free people, and not the miserable pageant 
of a palace ; one, who is '* every inch a king,** and ne^ 
ther the organ nor contemptible tool of a mob. He is 
as profoundly sensible, as any one, that waves of trouble 
may ere long break upon his house, and is anxiously pre- 
paring for the possible event. The bit of red ribbon worn 
in the button-hole, which catches the eye so frequently in 
file street, costs nothing, and gains a man. His sons^ 
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whom he has poshed forward in the army and navy to 
the highest posts, reflect npon his family some portion of 
the glory won by the conquests in Algeria, and canse the 
names of Orleans and victory to be sometimes mentioned 
together. These redonnd not only the hononr of France, 
bat illastrate the name also of Lonis Philippe. Namer- 
OQS cheap portraits of the Royal Family, are framed and 
hung up in the apartments of the peasant and mechanic 
— will they avail nothing ? The large picture of one of 
the battles of Algeria, now exhibiting in the Lonvre, the 
largest painting in the world, and by the first master of 
^e age, representing the victory of the French arms, 
and a son of Louis Philippe, surrounded by fagitives 
imploring safety — will this have no effect? Ah! the 
eight thousand pounds paid for it to the great Horace 
Vemet were not badly invested; and the twenty 
thousand pounds to be paid for the battle of Isly to the 
same illustrious master, who has already gone to 
Algiers to view the localities, when viewed in connection 
with the mild beneficence and uninterrupted prosperity 
of the present reign, must also contribute its mite in 
promoting the tranquillity of the succession of his family. 

While he thus captivates the popular mind, the king 
does not neglect the opposite class. With all the 
irreligion existing in the kingdom, there is an abundant 
mixture of piety, and this is the more active, because it 
is obliged to struggle with difficulty* He therefore does 
not overlook this conservative spirit. His wife and 
daughters are assidious in their attendance on divine 
worship. So bigotted is the queen, indeed, that she 
ascribes the death of her son to the fact of his being a 
protestant, and is said even to persecute his widow^ 
almost unceasingly, for her adherence to this faith. 

I saw, a few days ago, a tall fine-looking woman in 
the street, who was evidently shopping, as she stood a 
long time regarding the goods exhibited in the Magazin de 
Grand Conde, immediately opposite my apartments. My 
*' know-everything," Virginie told me it was a cousin of 
the Empress Josephine. I took my hat and went out to 
see her, but she looked to me just like — ^a cousin of any- 
body else. 
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XXIII. 

Exhibition of Flowen and Fruit. Love of Floweri. Flower Girlt, 
Horse Racei. Auber* War between England and America. 

To-day I have beeu to see — and I know how yon would 
have rejoiced to accompany me — the show of flowers and 
^itSy which, I think, is held annually at the palace of 
Lnxemhonrg. This is not the exihition of a society, hat 
individuals are induced to present their productions in the 
hope of obtaining rewards or commendation from the 
committee. This committee is appointed, I believe, by 
the Government, and the money for the prizes is contri- 
buted by public-spirited individuals. In addition to the 
former usa^e, this year, medals were offered by the 
Duchesses I)*Aumale and Nemours. The prizes had been 
awarded previously to my visits, and in the various col- 
lections were placed the owners* names, and notices like 
the following : ** The medal of the Duchess de Nemours ;'* 
" First prize-medal of the ladies ;'* *' Honourable mention, 
third prize," &g. The flowers were arranged on the 
lower floor of the palace, a situation far from favourable ; 
jQrst, because of its darkness, and next, from its con- 
tracted space. One would suppose that a palace could 
afford a suitable apartment for an appropriate dipplay. It 
is certain, that, if there is one, it was not used on the 
present occasion. The windows were obscured with 
curtains, lest the sun might injure tiie flowers placed 
near them. While I gazed upon these plants, a com- 
parison spontaneously arose in my mind with those ex- 
hibited every Saturday at the Horticultural Boom ia 
Boston, where, you know, I was a regular attendant. 
After a slight description, you shall have the effect which 
tiiey had upon me. 

The show was to continue four days, and this was the 
morning of the third. As there were few or no cui 
flowen, their appearance was little, if any, inferior to 
that of the first day. You know the species, which bloom 
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at this season in the United States. Here were very few, 
if any, different sorts. There were Rhododendrons, 
Azalias, and Heaths of numerous descriptions in very fine 
condition. The latter were in great variety, and superior 
to anything of the kind that I ever saw at home. As they 
are indigenous here, growing spontaneously in the country, 
the soil and climate necessarily cause this superiority. 
The next largest family was the Camellias. These were 
very few in number, and the varieties quite limited. I was 
sadly disappointed at their paucity. A few white, and 
•ome red, were very good. The Roses white, yellow, 
tea and common monthly, were very poor. No Tulips 
were to be seen, but Hyacinths bloomed in large variety, 
and were very excellent; also a few Piouies. And here 
ike list must close, with the exception of a few strangers, 
floch as Cacti, Magnolias, &c., perhaps a dozen of each. 
As to fruit, little could be expected at this period of the 
year, and therefore no disappointment was felt on be- 
holding two or three dozen apples and pears, a few green 
figs, grapes from Monsieur S. Rothschild's greenhouse, 
and strawberries of the same cultivation in pots, of course 
not numerous. They also reckoned one cauliflower, one 
encumber, a few cherries and sach like, all growing in 
pots. In short, take it altogether^ don't you think it 
ratiiier meagre ? 

In an adjoining room were tools of every description 
for tilling, grafting, &c., but all on the small garden scale. 
I did not see a plough or pitch-fork ; nothing but little 
ipiplements for Countesses to scratch the dirt with, and 
to help Duchesses cut bouquets. The apartment con- 
tained plenty of books on the cultivation of Pansies, 
([which I neglected to state, formed a conspicuous part of 
redisplay) also on flower gardening ; in short, everything 
of the nice, pretty order — altogether French — ^nothing on 
fuming, the method of growing good fruit, or vegetables 
•—nothing American. There were pictures of flowers, 
much handsomer than the originals, and artificial ones, ex- 
quisitely natural, though possessing the same fault as tiie 
pictures ; for the French flatter even nature herself. So 
iur, indeed, as the texture was concerned, I hesitated, 
whether they were real or not. I considered, that tbej 
Blight be extremely fine specimens of the work of natnie 
lA a happy moment. They are made, koweror^ from 
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something like the rice paper of the Chinese, I never be-^ 
lield better imitations of Camellias and Carnations. 

If they go on at this rate, the time may come, it is not 
at idl improbable, when nature will give up the trouble 
of producing flowers to the ingenuity of the French, 
while she herself shall confine her whole attention to the 
•growing of the more substantial, but coarser esculents, 
«ach as corn, cabbages and potatoes, in which department 
«he encounters no competition from them at present. It 
is to be hoped, however, that she will never go so far as 
to desert the regular and time-honoured way of propa^ 
gating men and women, the latter especially, and lo 
permit the tailor and dress-maker to fabricate them 
•entirely — as they already do to a startling degree, of 
^< wood, hay, stubble," and any kind of bone, except their 
own. Should such a revolution ever happen, I pray that 
it may be postponed beyond my day; else my long, 
laborious attendance on hospitals of maternity , and 
kindred institutions, will avail me nothing in my antici- 
{mted practice among the fair portion of the community 
of New York. 

Among the plants, that might be termed rare, were one 
or two specimens of a shrub, which grows wild through* 
ont New England, called Lamb's kill, or Lamb*s bane. 
It made me almost sigh, again to behold it growing on 
its native hills, where I have so often viewed its showy 
blossoms in the company of some, alas, whose faces I 
«hall see no more for ever. 

Another room contained, among other things, stands of 
"wire- work, and ornamental flower pots. Out of doom 
were hand pumps for watering. A great curiosity was a 
piece of Guano, which is just begun to be imported. 

This exhibition on the whole disappointed me ex- 
tremely. The flowers were quite handsome; yet their 
number was small, and their varieties very limited. But 
France has long been behind hand in the horticultural 
«rt, and it is not to be expected, that enthusiasm and 
consequent improvement will revive immediately. Bat 
the same guardian hand, which has for fourteen yeart 
^one so much to increase the general prosperity of th» 
State, will undoubtedly continue the noble work so 
stospiciously commenced. Should life be spared him, we 
fMty look with confidence for better things. 
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' The habits of the people encourage the cnltivation of 
flowers. I never saw a population, who seemed so fond 
of them. Shut up and imprisoned^ as they are, amonr 
these old grey walls, the sight of blossoms of the ear& 
have to them a peculiar charm. Bigolette of Eugene Sod 
memory exemplifies this taste. Every body almost has 
them, from the rich and noble, whose wealth supplies 
them with green houses and gardens, to the grisette ia 
the garret, who feels more pleasure in spending four or 
five sous — a quarter of her day's labour — in the purchase 
of her little pot of violets, or lady's delight, than her 
wealthy neighbour does with his superb bouquets of 
choicest exotics. This petit pot shares the window seat 
with a sweet rose bush, and they equally divide the 
attention of their mistress. Ah! she is quite happy, 
when the returning Sunday allows her to promenade with 
her simple bouquet in her bosom, composed of the two 
flowers grown on her own little plants at home. 

Yon remember how the flower girl has been depicted. 
Such beauty, as has been given her, must have been seen 
in some vagary of the imagination. Go over the whole 
of Paris, and I challenge a person to find one who is 
passably pretty. The actual, bona-fide flower girls are 
old women, who sit near the bridges or in the crowded 
streets, engaged in making ugly bouquets, composed of 
about ten little violets, placed in a ring round an artificial 
rosebush, (now when roses are so rare), two green leaves 
outside, and an envelope of white pai)er ; all of which 
with a most shockiogr voice they entreat you to 
purchase for one sous. This little violet (like the double 
violet we used to have in our garden at Roxbury) is a 
very favourite flower, and vast numbers are sold to all 
classes of people in this one sous form. You may frequently 
see the workman in his blouse, and the fine lady, pur- 
chasing at the same stand together ; and the exquisite 
promenading with one in his buttonhole but at a little 
distance from the poor girl with a huge pack on her back, 
<^d the omnipresent bouquet in her bosom. Grisi at her 
^nefit had one thrown to her as large as a cabbage. As 
this was in the dead of winter, it was very expensive, 
^costing about two pounds. 

Sunday, 20th. I have been quite unwell all da3r with 
^ most violent oholic. I was awakened at five in the 
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noroingy and till eleven was in grreat pain. At one I 
arose uid dressed; since then I have 8a£&red only occa- 
sional touches. Every body cooks in copper vessels, 
which however are usually tinned. This wears off 
graduaUy, and the first notice of the event, as to-day, 
comes in the shape of an excruciating cholic to all the 
men]J>ers of the family. 

Since one o'clock I have been to see the horse-races, 
which commenced to-day. Tes, it is Sunday, but we 
must economise in Paris. It costs nothing to go to the 
race, but the English churches cost a franc. Then, too, 
one wishes to see the races, and Sonday is the day. The 
Dokes D*Aumale and De Nemours were there. M. 
Rothschild was there, and one of his horses beat. More 
than 30,000 other people were there, and the dap was 
Sunday, O land of the puritans, that condemns lotteries 
and horse races 1 what think you of the nation, where 
one is run upon the Sabbath, and the other managed by 
the church? No one cares, whether the horse Prince, 
this or that, Duke B. or G. were victors ; or whether two 
or three men were thrown off in jumping the fences in 
the hurdle race. Nobody cares, so I turn my back on the 
whole matter, and as the fashion goes, condemn the fault, 
which I have no longer a desire to practise. 

Auber has written a new opera called Barcarolle, 
which is said not to equal his former ones. Nobody 
wants to hear it, for they have not yet heard his old ones. 
There is great talk between the English and Americans 
in regard to the bellique threats between the two nations. 
It seems to be the general conclasion, that it is a battle 
of words, conducted on the principles of Brag. One 
thing looks squally though, if it is true, as has been 
affirmed, that G(eneral Thomas Thumb has been sent for by 
Mr. Folk, and requested to hasten home with his war- 
horses, uniform and sword. The moment I hear that the 
General has left the country, I shfdl hurry after him with 
a new set of surgical instruments, because I am certain, 
there will be something to pay whithersoever he shall go. 

The Fete of the King will take up one day, and then 
on Saturday I go to Versailles, intending to view the 
Museums and the celebrated Water Works, which are 



l^ayed very rarely, on account of the immense expense of 
jiearly four Inindied pounds a day, as it is asserted. 
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J>rfions of Pttifl. St. Pelagie. La Force. Nouvelle Force. Its singu* 
lax Conttruction. Maison Centrale D*Educatioii Correctionnelle* 
Remarkable Form and Peculiar DiscipliiM. 

HAViNa a conveDieDt opportanity, I send yon another of 
jttf letters on the prisons of Paris, to which I some time 
ago referred. One of them is St, Pelagie, in the Bae d»^ 
la Clef, and was formerly a convent of nans, whidi, 
among the convnlsions of that terrible epoch, was sap* 
pressed with so many others. It has since served as a 
prison for debtors, till very lately, when it has been nsed 
for the confinemeot of those condemned for a period not 
exceeding a year, and for political offenders committed 
for trial, or sentenced for a short time. The latter have 
distinct apartments from the others, and are not cora«» 
pelled to labour. This old and badly-contrived building' 
is capable of containing five hundred and fifty persons^ 
and generally has its complement. The prisoners are all 
male, and employed in making list shoes, brashes, friction 
matches, and other things. The food does not differ ma<^ 
terially from that in other prisons. Six ounces of meat 
twice a week are each man's allowance. They perfontt 
Hbeir ablutions at the fountain in the great court, whicli 
also supplies them with abandance of healthy beverage; 
and time, that dries the wet eye everywhere, is here the 
jonly napkin after washing. 

I advise every one who steals in France to take some* 
thing of value ; for money makes a wide distinction in 
the condition of the prisoner. With silver in his pocket, 
he can, even when condemned, feed on chickens and iiie 
fat of the land ; clothe himself in silks and velvet ; repose 
upon a couch of down in a private room, furnished with 
the finest linen sheets, changed as often as once in twenty 
4days at least, and live like a gentleman, that is, do no 
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*WoA, indeBS he Irishes^ whicli a gentleman never does 
of course. The pitiful cram of six sons a-day, confeni 
l^ese preciouH privileges. Indeed^ those who have Ihe 
good rortone to be masters of a nice trade, may earn sof- 
ilcient by it to purchase these Inxaries, and at the same 
time avoid the severe labours of the penitentiary^ which 
others must undergo. 

There is not such discipline as I expected to llndv 
IHien I entered with the intendant, all the prisonem 
were talking together in the hall, with no one to over- 
see their labour. Every person turned to gaze at the 
stranger, and most of them touched their hats to me. 
What a striking contrast to the manners in American 
prisons, where none dares to turn his eyes, or raise themr 
from his work ! l^ere is nothing distiugnishing in their 
dress ; each one retains the clothes he had on entering. 
When his term of punishment is completed, if the convicir 
has no dress of his own, he is sapplied by the government 
with a suite of clothes, and forthwith consigned to the 
House of Correction at St. Denis, to work there, till he^ 
shall have earned sixty francs to pay for it. 

Ttie only punishment is the dungeon. There are two^l 
composed of large rooms with the windows of one par- 
tially blinded, but still admitting light enough to read 
with ease. An inclined jplane of boards serves as a bed' 
ibr the refractoiy. Bread and water only are granted for 
the first fifteen days : afterwards, the usual allowance is^ 
made. A less ofibnce is expiated by confinement in the* 
other cell, which is not so dark as this, where a more 
nutritious diet, than bread and water are said to be, is 
prescribed. By special permission, the wives of the pri- 
soners are indulged witii visits to their husbands in their 
cells twice a-week for several hours. Another order 
grants the liberty of conversation once or twice a-week^ 
according to its terms, in a public room, with an officer 
on guard. Still another certificate confiers the privilege 
to converse in the grated parloirs. 

The prison, called La Force, is made up of buildingSjl 
part of which formerly composed the hotel of the Duke 
de la Force, and like all structures which have been 
diverted fh>m their original design, are more or less in- 
convenient In 1780 &ey were converted into a prison 
fm prostitates; and about the same time another was 
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erected by its side for a similar porpose. These were 
united in 1830, the females removed to St. Lazare, and 
the whole devoted to persons committed for trial. The 
inmates are classified as follows. Old offenders form one 
class ; those committed for acts of violence^ another ; old 
men above sixty^ and boys nnder eighteen, are respec- 
tively kept by themselves. The rest are divided into the 
peaceable and quiet ; the turbulent and quarrelsome. In 
this prison there are no single cells, but the dormitories 
contain from four to thirty each. No work is required^ 
except of the young boys, to whom a life of idleness 
would be eminently injurious. All may labour, however^ 
who wish ; the labour principally done being the manu- 
facture of list shoes. The sleeping-room of the boys is 
divided into dormitories, with a bed for each, which are 
separated from each other by their partitions. The front 
is latticed, and open on the passage-way. The whole 
structure possesses very little interest ; — old and incon- 
venient, it will soon be superseded by La Nouvelle Force, 
a cellular prison, which is now being erected in the same 
faubourg de Saint Antoine. 

This structure is now in the process of erection upon 
an entirely new plan, at a cost of more than one hundred 
and sixty thousand pounds. Though three years of labour 
have been bestowed upon it, still it is not sufficiently 
advanced to convey an adequate notion of its future 
character. It is to resemble a fan, each stick of which, 
to the number of seven, will be a wing, and the corridors 
of all will terminate at a central point, commanding the 
entire establishment. The structure is to be three stories 
in height, and is intended to contain twelve hundred pri- 
soners. Between the wings are to be open courts for the 
due exercise of the inmates. The point of junction of 
the united wings on the first floor is to be used as a place 
for stripping the prisoners, as the^ enter, to ascertain 
that they have no arms or prohibited articles on them. 
Above will be a chapel, and the doors of each cell will be 
80 adjusted, that the tenants can look upon the priest 
without being visible to each other. The handle of the 
fan will comprise the apartments of the superintendent 
and officers, and the entrance will be at its extremity. 

This, when completed, will be the second cellular pri- 
son in Paris. The other can scarcely be called a prison. 
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indeed ; for though the persons detained there are kept 
apart in cells, it is rather a house of correction. This is 
mtaated in the rue de la Roguetfe, and has the name of 
Maison Centrale D^Editcation Correctionelle, hat some- 
times spoken of as the Prison des Jeunes Detenus. The 
form of the building is remarkable ; and has, I think, on 
a hasty reflectiou, a great many advantages orer the nu- 
merous other plans on which these institutions have been 
built. This structure, enclosed within two massive stone 
walls of immense height, is a regular hexagon, with cir- 
cular turrets at each comer, and four stories high. The 
apparently diminutive size of the windows, though in 
reality they are sufficiently large, — the circular turrets of 
ponderous stone, of which material all the building is 
constructed, — and the frequent groups of soldiers around, 
altogether give it the air of a feudal castle, as it lives in 
our imagination, rather than a stronghold for convicts. 
Its internal form cannot be better described, perhaps, 
than by comparing it to a wheel, the rim of which is 
formed by the hexagon, the spokes by piles of buildings, 
which rise from the turreted corners, and converging, 
though not meeting, but abruptly breaking off, are united 
with a circular building in the centre by means of iron 
bridges in each story. Six courts are thus produced of 
the same shape and size, which, being planted with trees, 
still young, supply a place of exercise for the prisoners. 
The building in the centre is now used for a chapel ; the 
rest of the structure is divided into cells. The stairs are 
all placed in the turrets. 

The convicts are young boys under sixteen, who have 
been sentenced for petty thefts or vagabondism ; the term 
of confinement being of unequal length, but never ex- 
fending beyond twenty-one years of their age. Within 
the last six years, an entire revolution has taken place in 
the government of this institution. Before that time, 
the youths were classified according to age and size; 
and, as much as possible, with reference to the turpitude 
of their ofi^nces. These classes weie kept so scrupu- 
lously distinct, as not to be suffered to see each other ; 
but still, all those of the same class wrought, ate, and 
played together. It was by and by conceived, for many 
reasons, — more particularly from the astounding disco- 
very, — tiiat, of one hundred who were liberated at the 
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completion of their term, eighty retained hither, or Wtra 
•entenced to a similar place ; that the seeds of rice, in-* 
«tead of dying, were only planted in a hot-bed, to germi** 
nate and bear a fearfully increased harvest of crime. As 
a matter of experiment, and in the confidence that zk> 
worse consequences coald possibly ensue, another plan 
cnf treatment was adopted, which, at the very outset^ 
was adapted to strike one as excessively cruel, and, in. 
all probability, productive of efibcts no less injurioua 
than the former, though of a different nature. Entire 
aeclusion — solitary confinement, for hardened criminals^ 
convicted of the most horrible outrages against the laws 
of Grod, humanity, and their country — has encountered 
the opposition of many and most powerful antagonists* 
Hiey have pronounced, it cruel in every view, and worse 
than death ; and there are not a few, who deny that the 
human mind possesses a capacity to bear up against the 
awful monotony and oppressive load of perpetual isola« 
tion and silence. If such views are held in relation to 
minds of hardened maturity, how much more plausibly 
may it be urged against a similar imprisonment of the 
young, whose feebleness, want of cultivation, and igno>« 
ranee, combine to disqualify them for supporting the utter 
ibrlomness of such complete desertion! 

Looking at such facts, and their alleged consequences, 
government has thought to remove these unhappy effects 
by employing the mind ; thus obtaining all the benefits, 
without the opposing evils, of solitary confinement. 
The youth have therefore been placed in a private cell, 
and detained there not unfrequently four or five years> 
without a sight of any human face, except occasionally 
that of a visitor, or his own officers ; never hearing for 
all that long period the sound of the voice, or witnessing 
a single feature of his next neighbour, separated from hint 
merely by a distance of little more than a foot. The 
only circumstance, that can ever vary the wearisome 
monotony of such a life, is his labour. In his little cell are 
placed his bed a chair or two, his work bench and tooUu 
The youthful convict, on entering, is indulged with the 
choice of one of the twelve trades carried on in the 
establishment. The different divisions are now merely 
the different trades, to each of which a master workman 
18 attached^ who is styled the teacher, whose dufy U j^ 
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instruct the youth in his parHcalar branch. Another 
teaches reading, writing, and arithmetic, and some haver 
a professor in drawing, or rather, in design. The trades 
are turning, cabinet work, wood carving, various kinds 
of iron work, etc. 

The order of the day is somewhat as follows : Risingr 
at seven o'clock, two hours are given to labour before 
tlie first meal at nine. The nourishment is much better 
than in any other prison, as youth, on its passage to 
manhood, is thought to require a more nutritious diet 
thui a person at maturity. All the bread is white. After 
Inreakfast, a space of an hour or two is devoted to 
«tady. I saw writing books in some of the cells, whidh. 
contained very creditable specimens of their accomplislH 
meot in that neglected and undervalued branch of thcr 
fiae arts. A translation of the Penny Magazine was od» 
of their reading books; this indicates a considerable 
advance ; for when they enter, scarce a single boy can 
read a word. An hour in the forenoon, and an equal 
length of time in the afternoon, are given up to recrea*' 
ticm. One would suppose this almost impossible in the 
oase of these solitary beings; but on the contrary, I 
rraiarked that those occasions were enjoyed in the true 
spirit of the grant, and in real earnest. Each boy is sent 
by himself, for the purpose, into one of tde courts ; and 
there, alone, he engages at once with the elastic alacritsr 
of youth in some spirited juvenile sport, as trundliDsr 
boop, and rolling ball. These pastimes are prosecuted 
with an ardour, which indicates a delight scarcely, if 
any, less than persons of a similar age experience ift 
mingling with their' mates and companions in the diver* 
eions on the green, free common of a village school. It 
is a strange sight to observe pleasure and punishment^ 
which in the progress of vice are cast into scenes far 
asunder, brought here side by side into a single pictoror 
Labour fills up the rest of the day. 
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XXV. 

Methods of geCtiBg • Living among the Poor. Bread. Chiffonierg*. 

Dogf. 

Thebb are many ways of getting^ a livelihood in Pariv. 
This is not difficult— for those who have education ; bat 
the ignorant and poor are redaced to all sorts of expe* 
dients. One, who has two or three pounds at command, 
purchases a vehicle mounted on two wheels, with the 
oody suspended on springs. His credit will fill this with 
commodities of various kinds. Another procures fruits, 
which he divides into piles, according to the quality, and 
oells at different prices. A third gets a supply of paper, 
blank books, ink, sealing wax, and the *' everything" 
necessary to make one an accomplished writer. A fourth 
collects glass ware, crockery for the table and kitchen, 
spoons, Imives and forks, and a dozen other articles, 
flitarts on a pilgrimage, and offers everything he has at 
the same price. Being blessed with fine lungs, all these 
make themselves heard at an immense distance, the high 
shrill tones of the women making foil compensation for 
any want of force. A slight nasality proves very at* 
tractive to customers. Tous les articles du bureau pour 
huit sous ! Tout quHl/aut pour la cuisine pour dix sous / 
Voyez mesdames! And so they go, making a confounded, 
everlasting clatter under one's windows all day long. 
With the aid of a candle enveloped in red paper, the 
same clamorous traffic is continued till ten o'clock at 
night. But what is the commotion, yonder? Look! 
The ambulatory shop, which has been besieged for a long 
time at the comer of the street by spectators and pur- 
chasers — ^none are too proud to buy of them — ^is suddenly 
darting away at a speed, which threatens destruction to 
its fragile commodities. What is the mighty cause ? Do 
you see two men in black dresses and white buttons, 
with cocked hat and sword, just entering the street? 
With what a self-important gait they walk ! Those are 
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gentlemen of the police. The law forbids these peram- 
bulating merchants to stop, and these are the officers to 
enforce its sanctions. The penalty is fine, and confisca- 
tion of the goods. 

Begging is another method. This being prohibited, 
innnmerable artifices are in use to evade the law. In 
the portals of the charches, old men and women sit with 
a brash wet with holy water>and expect a sous or two 
for their trouble, dn the bridge called Pont des Arts, 
sits a blind old woman with a roll or two of pencils be- 
fore her. Give her a sons, and take or leave a pencil, as 
yon please. She prefers the latters. Sometimes one is 
accosted a dozen times an hour by persons, who have a 
paper-cntter, on a qaarter-qnire of paper, which they 
pray you to buy for the love of Heaven, and in mercy for 
many starving wives and children at home. Hand- 
organs, wonderful infantine prodigies, who play marvel- 
lously on wretched fiddles and harps, accompanying their 
instrumentation with voices, calling on the spirits of the 
high notes of a song, but which refuse to come when 
called. A few days ago, in the court of a respectable 
house, I heard a strange noise, which no fancy in fine 
frenzy rolling on my part was able to manufacture into 
music. On examination, I found it was a man who 
owned good lungs, if he had no ear. Unable to procure 
a cr«mk*going instrument, and lacking skill to perform 
on any other, he had got a French horn, and through 
this he was blowing a hurricane, till the occupants of the 
chambers should be willing to capitulate. 

Connected with the musical line of business is the 
Block-tin cock seller. This branch of "(Tade is much 
greater here than in America, arising principally, as i 
judge, from the fact, that all the water drunk, comes 
from the river Seine, which, being turbid, requires filtra- 
tion. Every family is therefore provided with an instru- 
ment for the purpose, whose cocks are frequently getting 
out of repair. This itinerant carries on his shoulders a 
sort of monument-shaped contrivance, composed of an 
odd mixture of bright tin, and red or some other showy 
coloured velvet. This contains numerous perforations, 
into which is thrust his merchandise. To draw attention 
to his wares, he carries a trumpet, which he blows with 
very little cessation. A handsome young merchant 
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by my HfMrtmeats ftlmost daHy^ who plays •evcnd 
Itnea, and really qaite tkilfolly. 

Another of the toandiDg brass and tmkling cymbal race 
are the water carriers on a large scale. These hare ho0»» 
heads mounted on wheels, and drawn by a horse. They 
ito round the streets with a metallic pail on their headiw 
A load noise is easily made with the iron bale. The 
«Mill merchants have two pails, which they fill from the 
aqiedacts at the comers of the streets, and empty into 
tiie filters for a sous apiece ; no charge made for tht 
Bomd deposited by their sabots on the entries and floors. 

An interesting man is he, who is met at every step, 
making known by load cries, that he is a marchtrnd^ 
d'httbit, A much more appropriate term is old-clothes* 
nan. He buys and sells every article of dress. At nif^t 
lie carries the remains to the *' Temple," where his wife 
patches them up, makes them as good as new, and sells 
them herself, while he is abroad seeking for more. One 
of them has just passed my window. Behind is an old 
lame woman bearing a long pole, from which silken cords 
are suspended. Not the cords of Hymen, ladies, but 
equally near to your bosoms. They are stay-lacings. loi* 
nwdiately in the rear comes a porter, who, with a frame 
«Bd basket, applied with straps to his shoulders, is lug« 
ging some four or five hundred pounds of wood and coal 
iato the fifth story of the opposite house. How dexter* 
oasly that young woman balances the basket, containing 
perhaps a gross of eggs, upon her head ! She threads her 
way through the crowd quite calmly. I'll watch and see 
faow she will contrive to give the nod of recognition to 
ker acquaintance, for she will not not be lacking in polite- 
mess. So, she is gone — ^but here comes a woman with 
lamp shades. Mercy! what a screeching! O, '^ cease 
nde Boreas !" To what base uses are the limbs of wo« 
man, by nature delicate, applied ! There is one, for ex- 
ample, coming yonder, bending under the weight of an 
omnibus wheel of the largest size ! Why, the women of 
my own country would not put their fingers to a spirminff^ 
wheel even, though they knew that they could thereby 
«I»ii out a longer thread of life ; which would be tiks 
leeult, if they had the good sense to revive some of tiie 
obsolete habits of tiieir grandmothen. Besides^ women 
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are not made Venases by idleoMs in America, any 
ihan by excessive labour in France. 

At the comer of a street one sees a box, on the top of 
wluch is a raised block of the size of the foot, having 
about the same resemblance to that member in man, tm 
ibe print did, which Robinson Cnisoe discovered in tiw 
«ana. That worthy, if I recollect aright, was so asto* 
nished at the curiosity, that he put his foot into it. It is 
altogether probable, when you notice this singular ap« 
pearance in the street, that you will be tempted to i<dlofr 
his laudable example. If you should, the moment yov 
place your foot upon the stand, you will find an asto* 
nishing brilliancy come over it^ and what is more, thai 
you have three sous to pay. 

Perhaps one of the most perfect luxuries yet discovered^ 
is to be found at the operas and ball-rooms. Many a man 
prefers walking to these places to riding at one shilling 
the trip. I shall not stop to account for a freak of taste; 
de gustibus non. He does not, however, wish to enter 
with unpolished boots. And he need not, but on the 
contrary, his embarrassment is converted into a novel 
source of positive pleasure. In a small room attadied to 
the establishment, he is directed to mount a step or twoy 
place himself in a velvet-covered seat, and put his feet 
on two stands — a position of sweet repos&-*and a new8<« 
paper is then handed to him to read. Two persons, pna 
to each boot, soon obliterate the spots, and put him on an 
^qtml footing with those who have come in a vehicle. 
Thus he has escaped a perplexity, and enjoyed a Turkish 
luxury beside — this is a clear gain. The two females^ 
who once performed this agreeable office for me, as I was 
^ving to Madame, the proprietress of the brushes and 
blacking, my gratuity of three sous, anxiously hoped^ 
that I would not forget the garcon. Connected with tfaia 
are the Cabinets d*aisance, equally cheap. 

In the United States, everybody makes more or lesa 
bread. In Paris, and, I believe in France generally, this 
devolves on the bakers entirely. Hot biscuits are un- 
known. Bread is of different qualities, and the price ia 
fixed twice a-month by the government. This depends 
on the price of grain, and is, of course, exceedingly yari* 
able. The regulation is undoubtedly introduced for tha 
benefit of the poorer dasies, that tfa!ey may not be eoift* 
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pelled by avaricious dealers to pay an exorbitant snnr.' 
£Tery baker in Paris is obliged to keep constantly depo<« 
sited in the Orenier de Res6rve twenty full sized sacks 
of floar. This store-house is of immense 'size, and was 
bnili by order of Napoleon to contain sufficient grain for 
fonr months* consnmption of the city. In addition to 
this quantity, the bakers hare frequently a good deoJ 
more deposited there, for the storage of which they pay a 
moderate charge. The cellars contain wine. This vast 
granary is much smaller than it was at first intended ix> 
be. The original plan of building it five stories high, be- 
side the ground floor, was abandoned in 1816. Being- 
then in an unfinidhed state— the ground floor only com- 
pleted—it was roofed, and divided into three stories. It 
IS two thousand one hundred and sixty feet long by sixty- 
four wide, and thirty-two high. 

Bread is baked in loaves of two and four pounds, and 
also in the form of rolls for breakfast. It is of various 
degrees of consistence and character, but always good. — 
The loaves have a peculiar shape. A two-pound loaf is 
nearly two and a half feet long. The four-pound loaf i» 
twice this length, but doubled on itself. One eats by long- 
measure — a foot and a half sufficing most for breakfast. — 
A nobleman might require two of the large loaves, making- 
a complete heroic metre ; while, for the Royal Family, the- 
needful Alexandrine must 

"-*-drag its slow length along.** 

The loaves are placed upon a frame, similar to that which 
is used to' transport wood, and borne on the backs of 
women to the regular customers, where it is deposited in 
chairs, on the floor, like a cane in the corner, or else- 
where, as may be most convenient ; it beiug the general 
opinion that it cannot, by any possibility, be soiled. At 
meals, it is circulated from one to another, each cutting 
off a piece as large as may be desired. 

A class of inhabitants peculiar to Paris, as a distinct 
and numeious body, is the Chiffonier ^ or rag collector. — 
It is composed of both sexes; their business, as their 
name imports, is the collection of small pieces of cloth, 
metal, and other matters possessing the least value. The 
Streets are swept every morning before six o'clock, and 
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the citizens are prohibited from placing ashes or any dirt 
in them, between this hoar and eight in the evening. The 
chiffonier collects his stores from this refuse ; it is, there- 
f6re> necessarily done in the night. His appearance is 
singular. Clad in the dirtiest of dirty garments, with a 
basket on his back, and a lantern in his hand, he reminds 
me strongly of Diogenes seeking an honest man ; with the 
addition, however, of a basket to pat him in, which the 
philosopher did not take, because he had no expectation 
of finding one. In the other hand he grasps a stick, 
equipped at its farther extremity with a crooked nail ; 
thus he wanders about the streets. He regards not the 

gassers by. He never deviates from his path. In fact, 
e is a sort of prince, for all turn out for him. With 
downcast eyes, (not from humility, for however lowly his 
lot, he is not wanting in self-respect, and even pride,) he 
seeks for hidden treasures. Every heap of filth is a mine 
of unknown riches, which he is to open and work. He 
pokes it over with his stick, catches with his hook every 

giece of paper — ^it may be a bill of the Bank of France, 
e says — every rag, of however small dimensions, and 
tosses it over his shoulder. See him now. He has found 
a prize in the heap just at the comer of the street. He 
picks it up, and rubs it on his coat-sleeve, that he may 
the better observe its value. What is it? From my 
window I cannot easily see, but I think it is an old 
broken trunk-lock that I threw awajr this morning, or a 
fragment of a shovel. No matter — ^it is too valuable to 
be contemptuously consigned to his basket ; so he slips 
it into a bag at his side — ^the receptacle of articles of 
worth. His business ending with the night, he retires to 
rest with the man of fashion at the break of dawn. His 
dreams, however, are not disturbed by the indigestion of 
pdtSs, or the fever of champagne, which trouble the young 
fashionable. O, no ! He fancies himself the favourite of 
fortane, which has transmuted his trank-lock into a 
golden lantern, and his old shovel into a silver rag-hook. 
In his dream, he is transported, not to any voluptuous 

galace on the lake of Como— such as Claude Melnotte so 
eautifuUy describes— far pleasanter visions soothe his 
slumber. Imagination takes him to the side of some ex- 
tensive dirt-heap, pregnant with the rich sweepings of a 
tailor's shop* 



1 imwty though with nomifw, leave tibis poetical pictore 
fbr the humble walke of prose, though not forgetting^ 
Hiat from the etained contents of the chiffonier's basket 
comee the smooth billet^ gut meprie de/aire Phonneur d^ 
wnir passer la soir6e, where wit sparkles and beautf 
enchants. 

The receipts of this interesting personage amonnt to» 
alN)ut twenty cents a day. Occasionally an article Gf 
leal ralne is foond, for which he rarely seeks the ownerj^ 
preferring to pocket the entire proceeds, arising from iw 
sale, to the small fraction thereof offered as a reward, 
dome days ago, a student in medicine, discovering one of 
this calling sitting on the trottoirs with his face bound 
up, and evidently in pain, inquired the cause. He was 
answered very gruffly, that it was the tooth-ache, whidi 
occasioned this suspension of his labours. He told th& 
man, that, if he would come to his apartments the next 
(Sunday) morning, he would extract it gratis. At the- 
ai^inted hour a stranger was ushered in, clothed in a 
salt of black, a fresh-looking hat, gloves, and well 
polished boots, whom he did not once mistrust to be the 
crabbed chiffonier, whom he encountered the previous 
crrening. It was, notwithstanding, the veritable man> 
who, when making an appointment that morning with 
another ^/entleman of his own class to visit the Louvre, 
and inspect the new paintings, placed there recently^ 
observed, that he had a previous engagement with hi» 
denUst. 

The stranger, especially if he has lived where mad dogs 
are in rogue, and the race is heavily taxed, is astonished 
at their frequency in this capital. Paris contains more- 
poppies, reckoning all descripHons, than any other city, 
perhaps, in the world. Everybody has a dog of some 
kind. The fashionable lady rarely walks, or rides abroad, 
without her favourite to accompany her. The rich have 
a leveret, a small animal of the greyhound species, origin* 
nating in Italy. The poor have such as they can get. I 
have seen several, that equalled in size the ponies of 
General Tom Fouce, the distinguished representative of 
American dignity at the foreign courts, who is reported 
to be kissed so much by this kissible and kissing nation, 
as to be compelled to protect his cheeks and lips with a 
mask of goldbeater's skin^ graciously sent him by her 
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Majesty Qveen Victoiit. This mark of ber waximm^ 
iDterest in the health of this lenowaed warrior is ik» 
more valnabie^ wnee, aooording to mmoer, it hfte been 
^own at the expense of incarriag the jealousy of th» 
hero of Waterloo. I trust, that no one will imagine h^r 
the aocidental mentioB of this distingciished Yankee, in- 
ocmneetion with puppydom, that I dream of classifying 
him with these pets. Certainly not. Private opinions 
must yield to circomstances. Hiat which, at home, I 
might incline to censure, is here, with ardent nationality^ 
upheld and praised. In Paris, every American pro« 
nounces General Jackson a hero, greater in every respect 
than Napoleon, or any other person who ever Hved. If 
they say any thing regarding cotteci bags, we inmie*^ 
diately retort, that he differs but little fratn the Frendi 
themselves — that if he used breast-works, French women 
do the same — the difference being, that he fought behind 
them, whereas they surrender — "at discretion." No; 
Tyler is a man of probity and consistency ; Bobby, the 
greatest living poet, not excepting Prince Albert himself; 
and Polk a Cincinnatus, called from the plough-tail, to 
tell a tale to old £urope, now in her second childhood, 
which makes all its members tremble. We insist, and 
satisfactorily prove, too, that the republic is our mother 
country ; for within three months, she has brought into 
the world two states at a birth, and is already far gone 
with two more. 

But revenons a nos moutons — the phrase is good, since 
dogs are frequently served up for muttons. These dogs 
are generally muffled, when large, and all are confined by 
a cord around the neck, which, as one is walking, is often 
also found around his legs. If a man wishes to insult 
another, or wreak his spite against him, he kicks his dog. 
If you desire to speak to a pretty woman, whom you 
do not know, stumble over the dog, attempt to soothe 
his barking, take off your hat, bow three times to the 
snarling, ugly brute, and the heart of the lady is won* 
Wind the cord adroitly around your legs — do it quicldy^ 
while she is gazing at the goods in the shop window — 
and you can be as long as you desire in " getting out of 
the scrape." If he quarrels with another dog, and is 
thrown down into the gutter, take him up carefully-— 
never mind the white kids — and wipe him with your 
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oambric. This last was never known to fail. ^^Love 
me, love mv dog,*' is of French origin. Ttiis is part of 
what is called &e dog exercise, and is almost as cnrioas 
an art, as that of the fan in Madrid. Poets may talk of 
the beauty of women, when *' floating in the mazes of the 
giddy waltz,'* or at the domestic fireside, darning stock- 
ings, the dear creatores never appear so interesting, as 
when exhibiting the sublime virtues of '' patience, loving- 
Idndness, and trader mercy ,^' while they stand awaiting 
the pleasure of this sweet animal busily occupied at the 
side of a house, or by a lamp-post. 

The end of the sheet admonishes me to conclude this 
doggerel description of some of the peculiarities of Pa- 
risians and their habits. In a future letter I may resume 
the thread of my narrative, unless you find the subjects 
are alreany worn thread-bare. 
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XXVI, 

Hoipital La Charite. Gerdy. AndraL Rayer. Cruveilhier. Fou- 
quier. Bouillard. Course of Medical Study in Paris and America 
compared. Importance of a special attention to a single Branch. 
Difficulties of American Physicians. The French and American 
Practitioner contrasted. American Students at Paris. 

Whkn speakiDg of Velpeau in a former letter, I inci- 
dentally mentioned the hospital La Charite. This is one 
of the most important of these institutions, and at the 
same time one of the oldest. This its time-worn and 
dilapidated appearance fully attest. The same renovating 
hand, which is employed on many of the other public 
buildings, is also engaged in re-constructing and modi- 
fying this. There is little in its history worthy of 
mention, except that it was founded by Marie de 
Medicis, in 1613, for a community of Monks, who dis- 
charged the double duties of physicians and priests. It 
contains 530 beds, which are appropriated to all sorts of 
disease, the class of patients differing not much from 
those received at the Hotel-Dieu. Monsieur Gerdy assists 
Velpeau in the care of the surgical patients. Being 
wholly independent of his profession, he is not obliged 
to seek for practice, which perhaps he might not obtain, 
if he did; his bluff, sarcastic manners creating many 
enemies. His personal appearance is not more prepos- 
sessing. His continually contracted forehead, and heavy, 
lowering eye-brows, add not to the beauty of a dark- 
skmned, hard-featured countenance. As a writer, he 
occupies a fair position, possessing the merit of good 
arrangement and perspicuity. His judgment, one would 
be apt to consider faulty, had be witnessed some opera- 
tions lately performed by him, which many present con- 
sidered not only useless, but as hurrying his patients out 
of the world. The physicians are Andral, Bayer^ Cm- 

L 



102 OLD WINS 

veilhier, Fonquier, and Bouillard. The first three arel 
well known in the United States by their numeroas 
works, which have been there translated. 

Without exception, these same three gentlemen are 
xnnch less followed in the wards, than the other two. 
Fouquier is the private physician of the King, and hig 
class is much the largest. This is very much owing to 
his gentlemanly manners, in addition to his acuteness in 
detecting the nature of disease. His grey hairs, or rather 
white locks, have brought wisdom with them. Monsieur 
Bouillard, in personal appearance, resembles Benjamin 
Pierce, the distinguished mathematician of Cambridge 
University. When I saw him first, I was struck with 
i;he similitude, and followed him, from cariosity to ascer* 
^n, if their intellectaal developments corresponded. Al« 
though pursuing a different branch of science, I found 
that Bouillard was not deficient in the good judgment^ 
fine reasoning, and correct deduction, which distinguish 
fio highly my old instructor in mathematics. His bedside 
remarks are exceedingly interesting and improving, and 
I strongly urge every student to follow him. His num- 
ber of pupils, not being so large as many of the other 
general physicians, enables one to see the patient, and 
sometimes to examine the disease in person. Monsieur 
Bayer, author of a work on the diseases of the skin, with 
his lofty, bulky person, will clear his own way in the 
world. He needs no trumpeter. The stentorian voice, 
with which he interrogates his patients, and prescribes 
for their wants, will speak for him, and will leave a re* 
-cord of himself, ringing in the ears of the poor sick, which, 
will perpetuate his memory to the end of their lives. 

The method of studying medicine in Paris is very 
-different from that pursued in America. In some respects 
it is better, and inferior in others. There is none or 
next to none, of what is called office study ; and indeed 
very little study of books anywhere. Many students 
dinish their entire course with scarcely ever having looked 
at a medical work. The cost is also far less, and the 
opportunity for deception in regard to the time employed, 
almost impossible. In the United States, a certificate of 
three years* study is not nnfreqnently obtained, by a 
noviciate, for a few dollars. No such certificates are 
liere required. The Goyeniment regulates that matter 
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most admirably. Each student is required to inscribe 
bis name with the secretary, and his time commences at 
that period. During his term of four years, he is obliged 
to pass five examinations, and to pay a small sum to the 
Oovemment, I think about two pounds for each, the 
whole expenses for four years' study and degree, beinfr 
nearly forty pounds. Every branch of study has a par- 
ticular examination. The student previously applies 
bdmself solely to this, and without difficulty, of course^ 
«an make himself master of it. In the United States, on 
the contrary, there is but one examination, and that at 
the end of three years' study in every branch at the 
flame time. The preparation for this is extremely diffi- 
cnlt. The overloaded brain is distracted with the vain 
attempt to recal the mintUia of every department of the 
flcience. 

This reminds me of an advantage, which is not con<* 
nected with the study, so much as the practice of medi- 
'dne and surgery in the large cities of Europe, suggesting- 
one reason why the European physicians are more pro- 
found scholars than the American. It is because the 
immense number of the inhabitants of their cities allows 
the study and practice of specialties. The science of 
medicine is so very comprehensive, as to prohibit one 
from understanding the whole of it perfectly in all its 
branches and details. The possibility of taking one 
branch, that to which the taste of the man is most dis- 
{KMsed, and pursuing this to the comparative neglect of the 
others, allows an approach to perfection in it. Do you 
4L8k, why Boux and Velpeau and Lisfranc are such dis- 
tinguished surgeons ? Why Dubois is the first accouchear 
in Paris P Why Louis and Chomel and Fouquier are at 
the head of the physicians ? The answer is easy. They 
tiave each taken one branch and pursued it, aiming at 
perfection and attaining an approximation to it. Look 
at tiie poor man in America, at the same time, physician, 
surgeon, accoucheur, attempting to be skilful in opera- 
tions on the eyes and ears, percussion and auscultation, 
tiie diseases of women and infants. The intellect of a 
Solomon is not sufficiently comprehensive to grasp tiie 
whole circle, even with the years of Methuselah. Hoir 
much less an inferior mind and a feeble memory ! 

in tills maimer, I bare stBomed myself, se^ 
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cording to my own taste and powere, a special branch of 
study, and have striven to avail myself of all that France 
can famish on that particular subject ; I trust not witii* 
cut some success. Whether the new world will give 
encouragement to such a procedure, time will determine. 
Be it remembered, that no man can attain to great know- 
ledge on one division, with ignorance upon the others.— 
The whole science of medicine and surgery is so inti- 
mately woven together, that he who is not well versed in 
the principles of each branch, must necessarily be defi^ 
cient in some fundamental and all-important particular in 
his own specialty. The study of a specialty does not, 
therefore, imply a less degree of information; on the con- 
trary, it requires more, far more. But I am wandering 
far from the subject that I commenced. Pardon this 
digression. 

Although there is but little book study, it does not fol- 
low, that there is less real attention paid. There is more 
practical iuforroation obtained, than by the office student 
of the United States. The knowledge is obtained at the 
bedside on the morning visit to the hospitals of the first 
physicians of the country. The clinique upon the cases 
points out to the student the peculiarities of the disease, 
the resemblances it has to others, its cause, probable ter^ 
mination, and treatment. These are very often written 
down, and many thus make for themselves manuscript 
books of theory, comprising information derived from the 
very highest sources. This is far better than a treatise on 
the subject, inasmuch as the student can compare his own 
observation of the disease with the opinion and description 
of one whose judgment he esteems and venerates. However 
imperfect may be his notes, having seen the patient him- 
self, his ideas of the disease are much clearer than any 
description, minute and perfect though it may be, of tfaie 
same disease, which he had not actually seen. The man 
who has read an ever so good delineation of Swiss 
scenery, has an idea, more or less vague, of its extent^ 
colour, beauty and grandeur. But the traveller, who han 
seen himself these majestic peaks, though half obscured 
with clouds, and with eyes almost blinded witii falling 
snow or chilling winds, when reading, after the lapse of 
many years, his own imperfect notes, written with be- 
numbed fingers by the dim light of a cottage txe, snd 
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half asleep, has a far more vivid conception of that splen* 
did panorama. This imperfect simile but faintly illos-^ 
trates, how little the nnedncated student observes even 
of the prominent characteristics of disease. Yet this 
little is worth more than whole pages of description. 
Would that the American physician were adequately 
encouraged in his toil! Some few are, it is true, but 
ah! how many, after years consumed at college in laying^ 
a basis, and years more afterwards in building the super- 
structure, live but to see some ignorant blacksmith roll* 
ing in wealth, derived from the sale of a nostrum I Yes^ 
so long as the world seizes with such eagerness every 
new pill, which professes to raise the dead ; as long as 
homoeopathy, magnetism, hydropathy, 'Maces," are in 
vogue ; 80 long as the laws of the country suffer quacks 
and charlatans of every description to live in a state of 
piracy against the world, robbing and killing all who 
come in their way, or are allured by a false flag ; so longr 
as these ignoramuses, or something worse, are sustained, 
and allowed to collect their exorbitant exactions for 
poisons sold under the protection and by the help of the 
law's strong arm — while these exist, it cannot be ex- 
pected, that American physicians will devote their ener- 
gies to such an extent, as to rival the French in their 
attainments, who are not protected merely, but spurred 
on, and animated, by the " powers that be." 

Apart from this, the American physician, with all the 
good will he may enjoy, labours under insuperable em- 
barrassments, which, in the present condition of the 
social state, it is impossible to surmount. Theory is 
excellent, and not only excellent, but necessary. Stilly 
without practice, it is nothing. This is the reason why 
the young physician is inferior to the old, though his 
head is stuffed with book information to the crown of 
bis hat. The hospital is the place for suppljring this 
deficiency. But the small institutions of the United 
States are greatly inferior to the Parisian, not only in 
their numbers, but in the character of the people who 
resort to them, and the difference of their respective 
sensibilities. This inferiority, which attaches to the 
American, as a patient, exadts him however as a human 
being. In the United States it is not the poor and 
miserable generally, who come thither ; such as haye not. 



s&d never had a penny m their pnrses. But it is those^ 
'wiM> have the ability to pay twelve ahillings a week for 
'tiieir board. Such persons say, they are willing to de- 
Mribe their complaints, show their tongnes, and allow 
their pulses to be felt by the physicians, but not by 
twenty or thirty inquisitive, ignorant students. '< I pay 
my board, and do not wish my privacy to be intruded 
on." For three years I was living in different hospital» 
cf tiie United States, and well know the feeling which 
prevails. The women of America of the lowest classes, 
even those whose lives, one would suppose, must have 
extinguished this feeling entirely, have a delicacy and 
repugnance, quite unknown to antf class of Parisians. 
Their description of many diseases is imperfect, and 
many prefer even death itself to allowing a physician 
ivorthy of confidence to examine ocularly the nature of 
their malady. The French woman, on the contrary, 
knows nothing at all of this queasy sensibility. She has 
no hesitation, not only to describe, but to permit her 

ghysician to see every complaint. This is particularly to 
e observed at the midwifery hospitals^ a description of 
which I reserve for another letter. In this respect, 
tiierefore, the Paris educated physician enjoys superior 
Advantages to the home-bred man. 

Every patient who enters a hospital is, in a certain 
degree. Government property ; and, not only through life, 
bat even after death, is subject, in some sense, to the 
control of the physician. Thus science is benefited by 
the post-mortem examination, which is made of every 
disease that is marked with anything peculiar, whether 
objected to by friends, or not. Among American citizens, 
extraordinary horror is felt on this subject, and great 
opposition made by the friends of a deceased person to 
«ach an examination. Fortunately this squeamishness iB 
every year less strong, and gradually wearing away. 
l%e community are beginning to see the advantages 
lowing from an inquisition after death, not only as it 
ooncems the physician, but because it sheds light on the 
peculiar constitution of a family. This knowledge serves 
to put the descendants on their guard against the special 
oanses, which may excite the latent germ of a similar 
oomplaint, that may be slumbering in their systems ; or, 
what is eqfmlly needed, to dispel fears, and quiet appre« 
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liensions, whicb> if allowed to be cherished, might ci 
l^emselves awaken the very evils that were apprehended. 

The hospitals furnish so large a supply of subjects, that 
i^ chinirgeon has the facilities to make himself perfectly 
familiar with surgery and operative anatomy. 

These are the advantages, not trivial, which the Paris 
School affords; but it is not without its defects and di8<" 
advantages. Having such opportunities to witness , 
diseases in all their forms and modifications, and such 
facilities after death of ascertaining the correctness of 
tbeir conjectures, the medical body in this country 
generally have fallen into an error, and a serious one. 
They have directed their attention and energies to dis<" 
covering the nature of disease, and that at the expense of 
the treatment. The English and American have equally 
erred upon the opposite side. They have directed their 
zeal to the treatment, neglecting the diagnosis. To any 
reasonable person it must be apparent, that to discover 
the character of the disease, without knowing how to 
treat it, is useless ; and also that treating a patient with- 
out knowing what the malady is, is a kind of charlatanry. 
It is a combination of the two acquisitions which makes^ 
the accomplished practitioner. This is not to be attained 
by any one who allows himself to become a partizan of 
either school. Indeed, the advice which the celebrated 
Marshall Hall, the most distinguished physician of 
London, and perhaps of England, gave to a countryman 
of mine, is full of sound sense, and shows that the opinion,, 
which I have advanced, is that of the highest authorities 
in medical topics. " Go to France, to Paris," said he, 
** and study diagnosis, and then come back to England 
and learn practice." This is the advice that all candid 
men of real information will give. Indeed, the names of 
fifty American physicians, which I have, who are here for 
the purpose of perfecting themselves in their science, 
coming from eveiy State almost in the Union, is con- 
clusive evidence of American opinion. Those who imagine 
that the obtaining of a degree denotes the end of study, 
of course will say that it is useless ; but those who con- 
sider that they have then but entered the threshold only, 
will look upon it in a far different light. 

These fifty young Americans may be seen wherever 
fusything, which appertains to the science, is to be leame d 
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Hie best seats in Velpeau's amphitheatre have the name 
of American seats, as they are always filled by the 
Yankees, who have gone and occupied tbem long before 
tiie lecture commences, in order to secnre them. The 
tldlfal and intelligent instructors, who have what are 
called ** private courses," are mainly paid by Americans, 
whose generally short stay prevents their attending to 
the courses given by the faculty, as they are extended 
through too great a length of time ; some of them indeed 
last several years. From sunrise to sunset, literally 
speaking, they are engaged in the dose and arduous study 
01 their profession. The evening recreations of operas 
and visits, are very often given up to continue their 
scientific pursuits. Where they have studied one hour 
in America, they study two here. The few hours that 
are given for recreation, are no more than exhausted 
nature, and the fatigued brain, demand. 

The physicians of the hospitals give the American 
saperior advantages to other students, even to their own. 
They reason upon this principle. The ^* United States is 
more than three thousand miles distant. These young 
men have come this great distance to a country, whose 
manners, customs, and language are different from their 
own. They visit us at a great expense. Why have they 
put themselves to such peril and inconvenience, placed 
themselves in such a disagreeable positon, often without 
the power of speaking and comprehending in a foreign 
country ; and subjected themselves to the necessity of ex- 
pending so largely for their indispensable wants ? It is 
because they are resolved to investigate the science, 
which they have commenced, nnder the best advantages, 
and to make themselves thorough masters of it. I will 
second such devotion. The doors of my hospital shall be 
open to them, and they shall have encouragement in 
prosecuting their investigations." The standing of those 
who have been here before us, warrant such a belief, and 
such conduct on their part. May the future show, that 
the present generation have not *^ fallen from their high 
estate," and are not inferior to their predecessors. 
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XXVII. 

Celebration of the King's Biith-day. 

The tcmult is over; tbe hubbub has ceased; the last 
rocket has long since exploded ; the falling rain has un- 
doubtedly extingaished the only remaining lamp^ which 
illuminated the gardens, and the populace have returned 
to their labour. In short, the Fete de Rot, the anniver- 
sary of the birth of Louis Philippe is past. Like the calm 
that succeeds the storm, an unusual stillness reigns 
throughout the city. This very natural effect is no 
doubt deepened by the gloomy weather, which has fol- 
lowed, as a shadow, the brilliant sunshine^ which yester- 
day shone so propitiously. 

The fetes in France are more quiet and orderly than 
formerly. Tbe disorder of preceding years is attributable 
to the fact, that food of various kinds^ and wine, used to 
be served to the public by the king. Hogsheads of the 
latter were placed in the public squares^ with dippers 
attached, and any one who was athirst, might go, and 
drink as much, and as often as he desired. At the coro- 
nation of Napoleon, it is related^ that the Fountain of the 
Innocents, in one of the market-places, ran wine through- 
out the day. ^ Sach freedom could not but be abused, 
and excess with all the natural consequences, was uni- 
versal. Louis Philippe, seeing the hazardous results, 
wisely put a stop to the practice. Provisions, no longer 
distributed promiscuously, are given to the poor at their 
rooms. The effects of this are very evident. Now, 
even on the days of fetes, a person intoxicated is rarely 
seen. Drunkenness, indeed, is not near so common, as 
in any of the cities of the United States, even where the 
teetotal societies are prevalent. Those societies are not 
known here. Everybody drinks, not only their light 
wines, but brandies and stronger liquors, and usually 
with discretion. 

Deputations from all classes of people waited yester* 
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day apon the king to wish him health and happiness, and 
many joyous returns of this his natal day. Fetes are not 
for the rich and powerful, but for the poor; we will 
therefore leave the palace behind us, and accompany the 
crowd to the great square of the Champs Elysees. Th& 
way conducts us through the gardens of the Tuilleries > 
and as the immense multitude obstruct rapid locomotion^ 
we linger beside the basins of water, and admire the jet, 
which glitters in the sunbeams the numerous gold and 
flilver fish which sport in the ripples, and the merry face» 
of the children, who stand around, feeding the pretty 
sparkling finny creatures with bread and cake crumbs. 
When fatigued with this, we turn to another scene^ 
were the graceful swan floats lightly, as a snow-flake on 
the blue water, arching his long neck to collect the do-* 
nations cast to him. Before us a most magnificent 
prospect opens. Hound us, and before us, as far as the 
eye can reach, a double row of trees line the long 
ftvenue; — ^the elm with pendent limbs, and the horse* 
chestnut, now in the pride of its beauty. By constant 
pruning and attention, their symmetry is rendered per- 
fect. The branches, which, when bare and leafiess in 
winter, have such an air of prudery, now clothed in gay 
attire, and adorned with their finely contrasted blossoms, 
present a rare object of elegance. At the extremity of 
this grand avenue, two or three miles before us, relieved 
by a back ground of remote blue hills, stands the pride 
Of art, the proud Arc de Triomphe de V Etoile, one 
hundred and fifty-two feet in height, seeming even at 
this distance still more immense. Nearer to us, sar- 
tonnded by golden lamps, rises the obelisk of Luxor^ 
appearing to pierce the great arch of the Arc de Tri- 
omphe. The remainder of the way to the great porte of 
the palace is embellished by a host of marble statues of 
great value. It is the sight of such beauties and objects 
of splendid luxury, as these, which surround and grace 
the palaces of monarchs, that can alone' awaken in my 
bosom any love for royalty. 

But, while we loiter here, the amusements of the day 
are commencing. In the Place Concorde, the tritons ana 
sea-nymphs — altogether too handsome for fish-women-— 
still hold fast their bronze dolphins, from whose months 
a jet of water is thrown into a basin above, to fall again 
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into a tibouBand pellucid sparkles below. Not all of it, 
however, thus escapes. Not a little goes to fill the tin 
vessels bonie about upon the backs of many a man and 
woman, which, half-boiled by the sun, and sweetened 
with radix glycyrrhizae, or liquorice root, is drunk by 
any one that chooses — not I — ^for a sou the glass. A 
little bell, incessantly tinkling, like that borne on the 
neck of a grazing cow, keeps you perpetually aware of 
tiie presence of these sweet itinerant pedlars. This is 
tiie best proof I have at command, of the fact, that the 
French are a liquorish people. 

As we proceed up the Champs Elysees, the crowd in* 
creasing at every step, we find its sides lined with booths 
of every description. Here one plays rov^e et noir for 
macaroons, or swings a ring suspended from a cross tree> 
ten feet perhaps in height, attempting to catch it on some 
Ikooks placed in front ; his success is to be rewarded in 
the same coin, difiPering in amount from the number 
placed upon the hook. If fond of sporting, take a gun^ 
whose crooked barrel one would imagine was intended 
to shoot around a comer, and fire little rockets at a bird^ 
hanging from the top of a pole twenty feet high. If of a 
warlike, destructive disposition, near at hand is a stuffbd 
man with a wooden heart ; hit it, if you can, at three 
feet distance, with a. pop-gun crossbow. If you are not 
content with an exhibition of your skill, without doing 
any damage, advance to the next. The scene before yon 
represents, in a moment, an army of Moors, each man a 
foot distant from his neighbour. " Pick off the oflScers'* 
was General Putnam's order at the battle of Bunker Hill ; 
so you aim at the captain. Ah ! you have knocked him 
over, and in his fall he touched a spring, and out runs an 
old woman with a long red nose, and a pail in her hand. 
Kill the corporal, and another rushes into the scene^ 
mounted on a pig, whose tail looks as if it had not yet 
done curling, to such an intensity is it twisted. When 
you have thus done it effectually for Abd-el Kader and 
all the hostile Arabs in Africa, behold no dead are to be 
found. The attendant woman sets them up, and they 
are quite as sound again as ever. Like many other 
warriors, victorious without results, let us go to the next^ 
"vHiere the damage we may do, cannot be so easily 
rapaired. Bough and fragile images of crockery are here^ 
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pieces of glass with figures painted on them. Now give 
the organ of destmctiveness the rein. The fragments 
jingle as they fall into the basket below. Isn't it 
deUcious ? And all for two or three sons ; a good invest- 
ment. Novelties thicken^ as we proceed. What keeps 
them laaghing so perpetually in this quarter ? Why> at 
one extremity of the circle, perhaps I should say, one of 
the foci of the ellipse, there is a post to which a tin pot is 
attached. At the other focus fifteen feet off, we see a 
young man give a sou to the proprietor, who in return 
presents him with a stick. He places on the youth's 
head, concealing it entirely, a horrid looking mask, the 
eyes of which look crosswise. With this he can see 
nothing. Confident of success, where so many others 
have failed, he advances, thus blindfolded, to strike the 
pot with his cane. He proceeds very cautiously in a 
direct line, as he supposes, but following, as the by- 
standers well know, each eye of his mask by turns, till 
getting near the object by his computation, with deliberate 
eare he deals the blow, which he is confident will make 
the old pot ring like a church bell. But the only sound 
which reaches his ear, is the universal merriment of all 
around. The mask is removed, and he is astonished to 
perceive that he has *^ missed the wrong house*' by a long 
distance. Notwithstanding the shortness of the space, 
and the apparent ease of the performance, I saw but one 
hit the pot, among several essays made during my stay. 
Do you wish to know your temperament? A man is 
ready to give you the information with a hand thermo- 
meter. This has two glass globes, united by a hollow 
tube, and filled with spirits of wine. The warmth of the 
hand causes the fioid to run from one ball to the other, 
and the height to which it ascends, indicates the tempera- 
ment. Changing hands, he counts in a loud voice, five, 
ten, fifteen, twenty, as long as the liquid rises, and this 
shows the degree. Men are content to spend five sous in 
order to learn that they are ten degrees of " sai\guinity'* 
or something else. 

Arrived, at length, at the Grand Square, maugre the 
innumerable obstacles, which impede, or attractions, that 
divert; in the midst of an ocean of heads in constant 
motion to catch a glimpse, but always interposing before, 
^hind, aroand, everywhere, one may possibly succeed in 
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fleeing the stage of one of the temporary theatres, erected 
only for the day. In these are enacted battles, fights, 
and other diverting pastimes ; guns and cannon are fired ; 
drums beaten; prisoners are taken and miracalonsly 
escape, and the French come out always victorious, the 
enemy retiring in a landable and regular manner, after 
discharging their muskets at, and dangerously frighten- 
ing sundry peaceable and thoughtless crows, which are 
innocently flying over the unroofed stage. The spectators 
are very numerous — and very quiet-—*when they can see 
— ^ut, when the view is obstructed by any one taller than 
themselves, they are easily amused by throwing small 
•tones at his hat, and often with an accuracy not al- 
together pleasant to the wearer. Short people are 
decidedly below par in such a place. I did not see the 
utsLge perfectly but twice, once when lifted off the ground 
by the pressure of the crowd, and thus elevated above 
the world. But I could not turn my good fortune to 
much account, for unfortunately my attention was veiy 
much distracted by the instant necessity of inventkig 
some new method of breathing, as my chest was so^ 
wedged in and compressed, that the old one would not 
answer. My hat too, obstructing the prospect of those 
behind, was vigorously saluted with a copious shower 
of the aforesaid gravel. The second time, just at the 
climax, when the savage Bedouin was about to destroy 
his captive, a French girl of birth, I felt a hand at my 
coat pocket. The fellow was disappointet), however, for 
previous to leaving home, I took the precaution to leave 
there watch, pocket book, and every thing else of value* 
But the incident drew off my observation of the stage, 
and, after all, 1 have therefore lost the pleasure of in* 
forming you, what became of the beautiful heroine. 

In the centre of this place was erected the mdt de C(h 
cagne. This is a pole of as great a length as can be ob- 
tained, and perfectly straight, resembling in this respect 
the lofty hickory and ash poles, .planted during the ^late 
election throughout the United States. This is entirely 
denuded of bark and branches, and made as smooth as 
possible. To render it still more slippery, it is plentifully 
besmeared with soft soap and other unctuous matters. 
To the top of this a large wreath is drawn up, to which 
is attached prizes of various sorts. On this occasion 
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there were a gold watch, a cup of silver, a convert or 
eilver fork and spoon, and a silver mounted pipe. The 
Urst ascension is the only difficult one : those coming af- 
terwards mount with comparative facility. The first 
•essay was made by an athletic man, who stripped himself 
almost to the state of nature ; entirely, save a piece of 
eloth around his loins. He carried with him, suspended 
on each side, a bag filled with powder, or dust, with 
which he covered the slippery pole, as far up as he could 
reach. Then hitching up as far as he had dusted, he held 
hy his feet and one hand, while with the other he renewed 
bis anti-lubricating process. He ascended not more than* 
fifteen feet, when his bags were exhausted ; and, casting 
a longing look at the glittering prizes far above, he slid 
down again. The second climbed some thirty feet, when 
bis strength was exhausted, and his ammunition failing, 
and, projecting also a Fox-and-Grapes-Tantalus-looking 
regard at all that was dear, he too '' declined the honour." 
The third was a dexterous climber, and was also fortified 
by a double supply of the *' all in all,*' without which it 
would be as vain to think of rising, as to get up in the 
world without that other yellow dust, called gold. His 
oap too, served to wipe the path before him. After a 
«tniggle of nearly half an hoar, he attained the summit, 
seized the fiag placed there, exultingly waved it round 
his head, helped himself to tiie gold watch, and descended 
▼ery quickly. The track once prepared, it was easy to 
follow ; so the other prizes was taken without difficulty, 
«nd on that account were of far inferior value. Tius 
«port attracted a large crowd, who divided their regards 
between it, and the neighbouring theatres. A young 
American physician, extremely agile and muscular, who 
now resides in Boston, is said to have gained this prize 
«ame years ago. This is a real example of genius over- 
coming difficulties, and of talent elevated above the 
^rowd. 

After the accomplishment of this exploit, another scene 
«poon opened upon ns of the grand comedy of l^e day. 
Wandering about, I accidentally came in among a throng, 
•orroimding a flashy four wheeled vehicle, of a form pe« 
oaliar to France, and drawn by two horses. On iH^ 
front stood a man, engaged in haranguing the multitude. 
*"' appearance was veiy remaricable. He was triced 
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oat in a straoge style. His pantaloons were of black 
velvet, with a waistcoat of blae cloth, having tight 
flleeves. His coat was of green velvet, with large flow-^ 
tng sleeves, shorter above than below, where they hung, 
•coming to a point, and exposing the blue sleeves of tfa^ 
waistcoat underneath. All his clothes were decorated 
with a profusion of gold lace. By his sides were 
watches — two on each — with other jewelry. His e ad 
was sarmoauted by a crimson velvet cap, encircled with 
•a gold lace band with a long flowing silk tassel depend- 
ing from the top, which he frequently removed, thereby 
exposing a bold head. What hair he had was grey, and 
«o was his beard, which was cut close except on the chin, 
■and under the jaw, and this was left some six inches 
long. On his nose he wore a large pair of spectacles, 
whose immense glasses were intended to intimate re- 
search, and, in connection with his venerable beard and 
grey hairs, wisdom. From the first expression which 
struck my ear, I thought he was a democrat. He was 
proclaiming himself a friend of the working class, and 
professing to be a worker himself; bat he explained by 
stating that he was that moment at work — addressing 
the people. As he advanced in his oration, he pat me 
more and more in doubt about his object. He came at 
last to inform us that he was a Portuguese, (he spoke 
without a perceptible accent) that France contained many 
charlatans of sdl kinds, that even his native city, Lisbon, 
harboured them, but that he was a truly educated man, 
that he was versed in the noble science of medicine, and 
could cure diseases in an incredibly short space of time, 
especially those of the muscular system; and finally 
requested such as were afflicted to come upon the car- 
riage, and he would examine their complaints before the 
multitude. Immediately a young man of respectable a]^ 
pearance jumped up, stripped off his coat, rolled up his 
sleeve, and exhibited his arm, which he declared to be 
the seat of much pain. Oar hero turned his head, and 
nodded to some men seated behind him on the top of the 
vehicle. Then I noticed, that these four fantastically 
dressed individuals were musicians, who immediately 
began a tone with horns, clarionet, trumpet, dram aact 
4!ymbals, completely drowning the sage questions asked 
%y the learned mao. After a saitable I^mm of time ha 
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rang a little bell by his side, and the music ceasing, he 
announced that the patient had a species of rhenmatism. 
He had, however, a never-failing specific for it, an nngnent 
of great power, which was always sure to cure in twenty- 
four hours. Again he turned and winked, after remark- 
ing that he would show the method of its proper applica« 
tion. I involuntarily rubbed my eyes, for I began to sus- 
pect that I was at a theatre, and that one of the ludicrous 
comedies of Moliere was being acted, where tailors tried 
on coats, countrymen learned wisdom and manners, phy- 
sicians felt the pulse, and nurses gave lavements, all ta 
the sound of martial music ; for, as the sage rubbed the 
grease in the arm, his movements were in unison with 
the slow-measured notes of the artists behind ; and when 
the tune changed to a polka, he continued the friction 
with a polka rhythm. The scene was inexpressibly lu- 
dicrous. So this, " learned Jenkinson" of the inimitable 
Vicar went on prescribing for numerous complaints^ 
feigned by an accomplice, which were all to be well in 
twenty-four hours after his treatment. Any number of 
boxes of similar medicines were constantly on hand; but, 
from their peculiar efficacy, the price was of course 
necessarily very high. 

Before the Pavilion des Horhge was erected a stage,, 
covered with crimson velvet, where, at seven and a half, 
p. M., by forcing through a crowd of artisans in dirty 
blouses, smelling vehemently of cheese and garlic, one 
could hear a band play the Marseillaise or the Parissienne, 
and, by walking towards the Seine, have a view, in one 
of the upper stories of the palace, of the Indians from 
Oregon now visiting here with Mr. Catlin. By order of 
the King, they had been placed in the vacant apartments 
of one of the absent princes, commanding a view of the 
gardens, the guai de Tuilleries, the Pont Royal, and the 
immense assemblage that thronged every avenue in thi» 
quarter. From this point, also, a favourable view of the 
fireworks was to be nad. The adjoining room was de- 
voted to the accommodation of General Tom Thumb.- It 
was amusing to hear the speculations of the multitude in 
regard to these red skins, who, in all the pride and pomp 
of paint and feathers, were very conspicuous at the win- 
dows, and arrested the gaping notice of vast numbers. 
The lower classes of the community are as ignorant of 



IN NEW BOTTLES. 177 

geography, as the aborigines of America, when discoveredt 
by Golnmbns. One imagined they were Patagonians; 
anotiier surmised that they were Chinese ; a third Egyp- 
tians, and, when informed they were from the backwoods 
of the United States, from Oregon, they innocently re- 
plied^ that ''they thought all the Africans were black." 

As the shades of night descended, the lamps, arranged 
in triangular groups of thirty-six on lofty stands, and 
placed at intervals of forty feet perhaps along the green 
fringed walks, were lighted up. This exhibition, extend- 
ing even to the Arc d V Etoile, and to every little avenue 
around, was almost magical. At such a moment it was 
easy to have any quantity of poetical imaginings of dia- 
monds and such like, that could be wished. Poetry is a 
description of fancy. This is the reason, as I take it, why 
calling red hair, golden : oil lamp lights, diamonds ; and 
talking of silver moon and pearly teeth, is being poetical. 
To those who live in the garret, gold and silver, diamonds 
and pearls, exist but in the imagination. When the twi- 
light had entirely melted away, there commenced from 
the Quai d'Orsay a shower of rockets, which with their 
bright light of various colours illuminated all around. 
Being of large size, the noise of their explosion was very 
great, as they burst high in the air, pouring a deluge of 
brilliant sparkles on every side. At the moment, when 
the first rocket shot up, commenced the discharge of the 
great guns at the battlements surrounding the Hotel des 
Invalides. Had this captive Prussian and Austrian 
ordnance been as faithfully served in times gone by, as 
they were this eveninsr, they might have changed the 
destinies of nations, and not been left, as now, to illus- 
trate the prowess of French arms. At every report, I 
beheld in imagination the veterans, who now served 
them, at the battles of Lodi and Wagram and Austerlitz^ 
their hearts burning with a fire scarcely less vehement 
than the flame which consumed their powder. Those 
heroes, who then protected the body of the Great War- 
rior, now, surround and guard his mouldering ashes. 

Near this quai, high in the air was a beautiful cross c/f 
variegated lamps of large size, which was the object of 
universal admiration. Oa the Pont de la Concorde rose 
two lofty monuments of fire^ while from their base flashed 
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Boman Candles and flamea of every description. For. 
half an hoar an unbroken succession of rockets, wheels, 
and other productions of pyrotechny were played oft 
without the least intermission. No delay in the prepara- 
tion of the pieces fatigued the spectator, and there was^., 
no parsimonious apprehension of burning too many at a 
time. The air was in a continual blaze with sheets of' 
fire in inexhaustible profusion. The final piece was an 
immense bouquet^ extending the entire length of the 
bridge, of every hue and of surpassing lustre; thu»> 
dosing an exhibition exceediug in magnificence anything^ 
of a similar kind, wbich it has been my fortune ever to 
behold. 

No report has been made of any accident happenings 
cBaring the day, notwithstanding the vast number assem* 
bled. Three or four hundred thousand persons were un- 
doubtedly spectators of these fireworks. Indeed, thN:« 
were fifteen thousand troops of the line in active service^- 
in or near the garden, besides numerous other grades of 
'^ guardians of the peace." The crowd was of the most 
C(rderly character ; though they were required to rest five 
or ten minutes in the midst of a " squeeze,*' — a trying* 
moment, — near the outlet and the Pont Boyal, I did not 
bear a complaint escape. Thus ended the day, and I close 
this description with my best wishes for the health, long^ 
life, and prosperity of Louis Philippe, the wisest of mo- . 
clem kings. In addition, I think I shall communicate 
pleasure to all by sending herewith a translation of the 

Jirincipal speeches made by the heads of the various de- 
eigations sent to wait upon him, together with his re:-< 
spouses. A translation cannot possibly retain the forofr 
and beauty, so strikingly expresed in the original. The^. 
iournure de phrase is very expressive and beautiful, but 
of so extremely delicate a texture, as often to become. 
gl*oss in the version, and in its bluntness wholly to lose 
i^ force. Notwithstanding this advantage, I think that, 
jio one can read the address of the President of the De-' 
puties — or the lower house — ^without being touched with, 
the simple beauty, that pervades it. The response of the 
king shows, that he was deeply impressed with its sin- 
cerity, and his words have less of that stereotype stylc^, 
whidi necessarily distinguishes the others* 
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^Elsnalllef.. The Palace. Ite Cost. Deseeration. in VJBfL. Itg R^ 
stoiatioii lay Louis Philippe. Its Embellishments, Pictures andt: 
Statnes. Napoleon as he lives on the Canvas. ECRects of th^ese 
Hdatingson a l^pectator* 

T18TSBDAT and to-day I spent at Versailles, with Dr. 
Potter of Augusta, Maine., and when I say at Versailles^ I 
mean at the palace, for the town itself can boast of few 
atoactions. It owes all its consequence to thi» single* 
Imilding, one of the most remarkable, considered in itselfy 
and also on account of its contents, which the world coiif^ 
tains. It is situated at a distance of twelve miles fpomu 
Parisy toward the south-west, and though it possesses 
few inhabitants and no commerce, two railroads coimectr 
it with the great world. Before the Bevolution, 100,00di 
people were numbered among its citizens, and alt the* 
great and noble of the land spent & large portion of their 
tune here. It is now comparatively deserted, her lordly^ 
mansions ase vacant, and her spacious, butdrsAry streets^ 
no longer echo with the equipages of rank and wettltk' 
and ikshioB. Her once flourishing and volnptnoiift 
pcmnlationimve dwindled now to thirty thousand perscNiSk 
In. the 16th century, Versailles was but an inaom^- 
siderable village environed entirely with forests, whitbsr 
the King of Navarre, afterwards the renowned Heniy 
IV., resorted to hont. In 1624 Loots XIII, purchased: 
the land around, and erected a small chateaa, tiie gena 
ci the piesent immense pile. It is of red bric^ taadt 
oocnpies the centre of w& presmit structure. Loni* 
XIV., in 1664» commcnoed tiis construction of tile pakMSy. 
as it now exists, with lAie intention of making it the sealK 
of his court. The most celebrated architect of tb» digp 
was entrusted with th6 execution of tiie kingljr dssigol 
The many difficulties to be surmounted, trma ths natorai 
of the situation, served only to stimnlats the moaaseli;! 
and the work, was- prosecuted- with sonh vigour, tha^^ a* 
pEOiid habitatioiifiM! a pBHid monaBcksoonaios* 
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tiieir hands. Le Notre arranged the gardens and grounds. 
Excavations were dug, terraces raised, and the immense 
parky measariog twenty leagues, was protected by a wall. 
Two or three other widls divided the land into extensive 
gardens, parks and other enclosures of loxory or airily. 
For tiie water re<}aired to fill the reservoirs and fountains, 
apian was conceived, and actually begun to be execated>.. 
<yr turning the river Enre from ite course. Nothing in 
short, deterred that magnificent monarch from the ac- 
complishment of his grand designs; not money, for though 
no accurate accounts can be obtained of the expenditures, 
tbe estimates exceeded forty millions of pounds: 
not labour, for the entire army of thirty thousand men 
during the peace were not nnfrequently all employed at 
once upon the works. The place itself, with all its 
richness, cost less than the works around it. These 
statistics may serve to communicate, perhaps, some idea 
of its grandeur. 

Every effort was made to people the town ; every en« 
couragement held out to those who wished to build ; so 
that ere long an elegant city and a numerous population 
surrounded the royal residence. In 1681 the Court re- 
moved thither from St. Germain; since that time the 
works have been in continual progress, each successive 
monarch adding something to improve his splendid inhe- 
ritance on his accession to the throne. In 1792, with the 
vandalism, which disgraced the age, its furniture of the 
richest quality was sent to market. Its invaluable paint- 
ings, together with every thing else that was moveable^ 
shared the same fate. 

Napoleon's influence alone saved the whole royal pro- 
perty from the hammer of the auctioneer in lots to tuit.-^ 
The estimated cost of two million pounds, for its restora- 
tion, was the only hindrance to his residing here. Louis 
XVIII. limited his expenses to two hundred and four 
thousand pounds, which were laid out principally in re^* 
pairs. Charles X., in the contracted spirit of his reign, 
did nothing. Louis Philippe has given to the place a 
destination. '* Time had produced its revolution in opi- 
nions, and Versailles could not longer exist under the 
conditions of the monarchy of Louis XIV. — ^it could no 
longer be the abode of a population of courtiers, or the 
Olympus of a monarch. To become the concentration o£ 
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all the illastrions of France, to collect the inheritance o{ 
all her glories, and, without being despoiled of the type 
of grandeur now passed away, to be clothed with otner 
grandeur new and national, was a destiny not less splen- 
did and angnst than that at first assigned it.'* Lonis 
Philippe has done this with eqnal felicity in design, and 
promptitnde of execution. He has effaced the disfignre- 
ments of time, restored the grand conception of its great 
originator ; reprodnced the painted ceilings and gildings ; 
formed new siuoons and galleries, improved and harmo- 
nized the whole, and finally embellished it with an im- 
mense collection of paintings and scalptares, which 
illastrate every period and event that have reflected lastre 
on the French name. Six hundred thousand pounds have 
already been expended, and the disbursements are still 
going on. The Royal Family no longer make their abode 
in the palace, now converted into one vast museum, but 
the Tnanon,originally a dependency merely, now receives 
the King and his interesting household into its quiet 
retreat. 

On approaching from the railway depdt, two enormous 
buildings appear immediately in front of the palace, the 
size of which, as well as their aristocratic air, distin- 
guish them as residences of nobility. Great then is the 
astonishment on learning that they are merely stables, 
though at present vacant. They supply accommodation 
for a thousand horses. The great court-yard of the palace 
is adorned with sixteen colossal statues of the ministers, 
generals, and other great men of the country, exquisitely 
chiseled in white marble ; and, in their centre, an excel- 
lent eqaestrian statue in bronze of Louis XIV., of gigantic 
dimensions. I noticed several good-sized men engaged 
in some cleansing operation, stonding under the horse 
with their hats in their hands. Oa the wings of the 
structure is an inscription which announces the present 
destination of the palace, A toutes les oloibes db la 
Francs. The views of the palace from the town, and 
also from the Park, are of the most beautiful description. 
The same boasting spirit, that pervades the French na- 
tion not less than her neighbours, and which has always 
characterised every people that have performed anything 
which would sustain a vaunt, has caused to be placed on 
each side of the grand e^itrance of the court-yard two 
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emblemaiic scalpturm in stone, one representing Franc^ 
^picftorioQs over Austria, with a statoe of Peace lay its 
ft^ ; the other, France triamphant over Spain, and at its 
«kte a statne of Abandance^ the former by Maroy^ tba 
latter by Giradon. 

Leaving the exterior, and entering the building, we 
find it consists of two large apartments, richly gilded 
and otherwise ornamented, formerly the abode of differen;t 
officers of the court. The furniture, I have already men* 
tioned, was disposed of many years ago, and the whole 
interior has been remodeled to euit its present design* 
-The partitions have been removed, and large halls thus 
Ibrmed, to the whole of which has been assigned the 
name of" The Historical Museum.*' Each part has like* 
wise a distinguishing title. The American, who has 
never been accustomed to see more than four or five 
hnndred pictur«*s at a time, is bewildered with the im* 
Biense multitude all around him. For hours and hoars 
he walks through continuous galleries and smaller rooms; 
he mounts to the garret, descends almost to the cellar, 
snd still he beholds paintings on paintings, basts and 
Sitftnes, ''a multitude which no one can number.'* The 
T«fry immensity of the collection to be seen, prevents his 
properly observing any. If he can g^rasp the general 
scope, and penetrate one or two of the striking characters 
kk some of them, he does well ; but the slighter and less 
•observable points, which so often indicate the consam« 
mate artist, are not visible to his rapid glance. Althoagh 
! have spent hours in these galleries, and feasted on their 
treasures, I am scarcely willing to assert, that I have 
seen them, because I have not been able to look 
npon them calmly. Independently of the little time 
^ich I could devote to each, the agitation excited bjT 
their contemplation kept me in a state little favourable 
for criticism, or close examination. As a person on. 
feading an intensely interesting tale, or beholding the 
tragic creations of a great author, reprt*sented on the 
iftage, is wrought up to such a delirium of feeling, so sS 
to pass over with slight notice the beauties of descrip^ 
tion, the nice shades of expression and the poethnd 
imagery, so one is equally transported on witnessing 
Iteilar scenes start out before him on the canvass— tbe 
lip^tbeeloqaMit^e/andtiks coantBiim n es <L ) ||3 
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solved in grief, as portrayed by the band of the gretft 
master. Never before did I feel the real power of the 
pencil, never had I, till now> acknowledged in my soul 
the mighty intellect of the man, who was the fons ei 
crigo of wonderful imaginations, like some of these. 

Bat my object is description ; and first of the historical 
pictures, which are principally representations of the 
great battles, in which France has acquired unfading re-» 
nown, and which illustrate her prowess from the earliest^ 
"period. Passing by the old paintings, which treat of 
events in the earlier periods of the national annals — the 
times of Charlemagne, the Crusades, of the Louises XIV#y 
XV., XVI., — we come to an epoch, more interesting ai; 
present to most persons, as the events have occurred in 
the presence, as it were, of many now alive, and are freflh 
in the minds of all ; the time of the great Napoleon. 
^Here are vivid pictures of the principal battles where be 
'triumphed. Wagram, Austerlitz, Marengo, and Mosco'vir, 
are exhibited with a power and faithfulness, which, 
while they chill the blood at the sight of so much suffei^ 
ing and carnage, exalt the consummate general who 
achieved them, and stands out the most conspicuous 
object in the groups. The effect of these paintings i^ 
"Wonderful. In the great city, almost everything is 
stamped with his genius; his comprehensive intellect, 
surveying all things with a glance, is there seen to pene- 
'trate into the depths of futurity. The voice of that city 
is full of the praise of the soldier and the sage. The 
*grey-haired veteran limps about on crutches, with both 
arms gone, yet, having his hat attached to an iron hook 
on a wooden arm, waves it about his head, and witiii 
feeble shouts hails the memory of the departed hero. 
Full of these emotions, I enter these halls, and am stiU 
surrounded by the same master spirit. I contemplate 
those fields of his and the nation's glqry, fight over 
again those battles, already engraven on my soul by the 
pen of the historic muse ; and, unconsciously to myself, 
a feeling of hatred creeps gradually over my heart to- 
ward that nation, who, profiting by an accident, brutaUjr 
triumphed over the greatest man that ever lived, and in- 
sulted and enslaved the man whom they still feared, but 
could not humble nor subdue. I can — I do feel deeply 
ioT the French ; my heart goes with them^ and I can sym« 
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pathise with that party who are disgasted with the peace- 
ful aims of the present mler, and desire once more to 
stand in the imminent deadly breach, again to stride for 
Prance, to fight once more, though but with the memory 
of Napoleon for their leader. I defy the greatest advo- 
4sate of peace that lives to look npon these things calmly; 
to view with cool composure the brown ooat, the cocked 
hat, ihe white horse, the calm features of the man of des- 
tiny, who subdued aJ]— even himself and his own feelings 
— for ambition — ^for glory — for France. Had I lived in 
those tempestuous times, my heart tells me how easily i 
could have shouldered the musket, and drawn the trigger, 
under the auspices of that glorious commander. Were I 
now engaged in actually doing what has now an existence 
only in the fancy, my heart could not beat more tumid.- 
tuoufily than it does at this moment, while recalling what 
I have seen, and recounting an oft-repeated tale. If this 
is human nature, how long will it be before the epoch 
shall arrive, when our swords shall be beat into perma« 
nent ploughshares, and our spears into lasting pruning- 
hooks, and men shall learn war no more ? 

These pictures are not to be enumerated by fives and 
tens, but by fifties and hundreds ; many are of the size 
of life, where each face is a portrait, and each action 
represented, a real event. In some, every eye is turned 
npon the general ; In others, the poor sufferer lies mor- 
tally wounded near him ; and, as the last life drop is 
oozing from his veins, with his latest strength and dying 
hreath he hails the presence of his general, ^my, emperor. 
The return from Elba, the parting from the troops at Fon- 
tainbleau, the presentation of the cross of the Legion of 
Honour to a Bussian enemy, distinguished as the bravest 
in the army, and many other scenes of his eventful life, 
have employed the pencils of the greatest artists of 
France, how well I have attempted to express, not by 
critical analysis, but by a simple account of their influence 
over an unprejudiced beholder. 

To avoid the prolixity of my last two communications', 
I will defer what I have further to say of these pictures 
to the next letter. 
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Picturef> Coini and Medals in the Palaee at VenaiUet. Chapel. Loii!» 
XIY. Opera Room. Grand Gallery of Glass. Fountains. Parterre 
D'eau. Ancient Orange Tree. Bassin de Neptune. Fountain of Latona. 
Chariot of the Sun. Bassin d' Bncelade. Bosquet des Bassins d'ApoW 
Ion. Bassin des Enfans. America and her Artists. 

LBAYixa the reign of Napoleon, we come to that of Louis 
XVIII. One or two pictures represent his flight from 
the Tuillehes, and serve only to exhibit his portrait and 
his fat d amp figure. Charles X. succeeds. Few incidents 
occurred in his short sway, though much too long for the 
good of his country. Pictures of his reviewing the troops 
in the Champ de Mars are the principal, and possess but 
little interest. In addition to his own portrait^ that of 
Louis Philippe, as Lieutenant General, appears in them. 
Next follow the numerous paintings commemorating 
most of the political occurrences in the chequered 
career of the present (late) sovereign. We see 
him, the favourite of the people, leaving his residence in 
the Palais Royal on horseback to go to the Hotel de 
Ville ; while the honours of the three days of 1830 are 
showered along his path. The excited populace, with 
arms in their hands, surround him, but not with hos- 
tile intent ; for hats are waved, and the very walls quiver 
with their cheers. Again the deputies by delegation an- 
nounce to him the honour the country had conferred upon 
him. His family are around him, and participate in the 
thrilling event. The portraits of Lafayette, Soult, and 
many others, are striking. A similar scene is presented 
by a deputation from the Chamber of Peers. In another 
he refuses the crown of Belgium offered to his son. The 
number of such representations is very great. Few pre- 
ceding kings have nad so many incidents in their reigns 
illastnited by the pencil. It is exceedingly interesting to 
look upon the portraits of all the kings from Pharamond 
to the present day, the Grand Admirals — among whom 
those of the discoverers, the unfortunate La Perouse and 
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others, are particularly deserviog of attention — ^the Con- 
«tab1e8, Marshals, and great Warriors and distinguished 
men of France. Beside these, there are coins and medals, 
which illustrate the different ages. Many of these are 
marked with much rudeness of execution, and exhibit 
euch distortion of faces,'that one cannot entertain a very 
favourable opinion of the vaunted beauty of the originals. 
^They are ioteiiesting too for the variety of sfyles dis- 
played ia tlieir coBtume. One, oelebratiog the oourt of 
WBone queen and the -company •dancing, arrayed in 4ioeps 
and high heeled shoes, was ^especially iudicrom. 

The basts and statues are very numerous : some in 
plaster, but tery many in marble ; among the moart ob- 
servable of which -are Rtchelieu, Mazarin, the brave <Ja»- 
•ton de Foix and Bayard, the eA-er-venerated Fenelon, 
^anche of Navarre, and the beautiful statue of on^ of 
the most remarkable heroines, that we have any know- 
•tedge of, the famous Joan d'Arc — the work of the Princess 
^arie, deceased daughter of Louis Philippe. In giving 
«ome account of the chapel of St. Ferdinand, in a former 
leftter, I mentioned a beautiful angel, also the work of the 
flame talented Duchess of Wirtemberg. To this succeeds 
^e Hall, where are some very large pictures, represent- 
ing still later events than any yet mentioned, in which 
l^ure the different sons of the king. The siege and cap- 
tare of Cons tantine shows the Dae d'Orleans and a younger 
tnrother; while, near it, is a sea-fight to the glory of 
Prince de Joinville. These paintings are all by Horace 
Ternet, the great painter of the present day, and are gems 
of tirt. The sea-scene is exceedingly fine. The light 
l/hmes through the sail, and the splinters in the ship^s 
flide, which a cannon-ball had struck, are nature itself. 
A large picture now in the exhibition of the works of 
ttodem artists in the Louvre, which, I believe, I have 
lieretofore alluded to, will shortly be placed here. It is 
flaying much to affirm, that it is worthy of the immense 
space, which it will occupy. Many other works of this 
'{great master are in various galleries of this palace. 
iil^An interesting part of the building is the Chapel, wfaidi 
lias lately been restored to all the splendour for which it 
^•ras remarkable in the age of Louis XIV. "Whatever else 
iStm overrated monarch did, or omitted, — and none com* 
fnrehend his qxmntum of merit more accnnrtely than many 
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«f his covrntiyiiien— beresembled many a solemn AmerieflCft 
in a pnnctilious attendance at church. He went daily t6 
mass, bat not content with secnring his own salvatioii, 
itereqaired his coartiers to bear him company. Quam 
prope ad pietatem sine pietaie. On this portion of tfaft 
j)alace extraordinary taste and grandeur are lavished. 
The pavement is of the richest marbles, wrought intb 
Mosaic, and the walls and ceiling, supported by a saperb 
'architrave and cornice above lofty Corinthian colummv 
«re magnificently painted by the distinguished A. Coypel^ 
f^fosse and Jouvenet. Statues, basso-relievos and pio 
tares are not wanting to complete the garniture of tbm 
exquisite apartment. 

The Opera Room is secluded from the public view, biti 
on presentation of the talismanic ticket, 

"———It opens wide 
Its eTer-pleuant gates, harmonious sound. 
On golden hinges turning," 

end the beauty and lustre, which then break in upon you^' 
well repay the trouble «reqaisite to obtain it. The orna<- 
inents are crimson and gold, accompanied with a pro^ 
fusion of mirrors and chandeliers. The first grand repre- 
Mntation here was given in honour of the marriage dT 
Louis XVI., and the last on the inau miration of the 
Historical Museum, the 17th of May, 1837. Ou the first 
of tiiese occasions, it wa? illuminated with ten th >usaa& 
wax candles. Now gas is introduced. The expenses of 
a Grand Opera, given at this place, are not lessthaoi 
four thousand pounds. 

Among the noble apartments which are decorated with 
regal splendoar, is the king*s, with its marbles, rich gild<i* 
ing, and paiuted ceilings ; the queen's, less richly, bat 
not less agreeably embellished with white and gold ; but 
the Grand Gallery of Glass excels them all, and is one d[ 
tiie most magnificent rooms in the universe. It is two 
hundred and forty-two feet in length, thirty-five feet 
wide, and forty-three feet high. As its name implies, it 
mMesses numerous mirrors, one entire side being whol^ 
filled by them, set in arcades, which reflect the light m 
in through seventeen immense windows opposite. Be* 
iireen the arcades «nd tbB wiadowB are sixty compraMi 
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pilastera of red marble^ having bases and capitals of gilt 
bronse, and the entrances are adorned with sim&ar 
colomns. The ceiling is vaulted^ and painted by Le Bnm 
with allegorical representations of the leading events im 
tbe career of Louis XIV. In the sleeping apartment of 
that king is the famons ''Titans*' of Paul Veronese, 
which was brought from Italy by Napoleon, and now 
ornaments the ceiling. Here, also, is the richly decorated 
bed on which Louis XIV. breathed his last. The cover- 
let and cartains are satin, worked with superb embroidery 
by the ladies of St. Cyr. In the private apartments are 
flome evidences of the mechanical talents of Louis XVL, 
such as a long brass meridian line running across the 
floor, placed there by that king himself. The locks still 
upon the doors are of royal workmanship. 

Here I shall conclade this running sketch of the exterior 
and interior of this celebrated and wonderful palace; one 
that never has been equalled in ages past, and is not 
likely to have a parallel for centuries to come. This pre- 
diction is based on the altered character of the times. 
Kings have so often been made and unmade within tho 
last half century, general information and the spirit of 
liberty have been so widely diffused, that generations on 
generations must rise and fade away, and some nnfor- 
seen revulsion of the social state, or eclipse of learning 
intervene, before any people will ever again suffer so vast 
an expenditure of public money to be wrung from their 
own starving industry, merely to gratify the whim, or 
promote the aggrandisement of one, who, if called King, 
IS no longer the sacred vicegerent of heaven which he 
pretended to be at former periods. AfflavU Betu, ei 
dissipantur. Still the future is unfathomable. The taste 
of some future Roman emperor may attempt a simular 
work of splendid extravagance. His power is 
despotic enough, and his subjects sufficiently enslaved 
and ignorant. 

But an account, sketch though it be, which should stop 
with a description of the palace, would transfer a very 
imperfect impression indeed of this extraordinary si>ot. 
It would be painting the head of Venus only, forgetting 
all the other unapproachable beauties of the goddess of 
beauty. The gantens, parks, and fountains of Versailles 
equally deserve the best efforts of the pencil and pen^ as 
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well from the immense miDB, that have been unsparingly 
lavished on their construe tion^ as for the scnlptaral 
beauties, which are everywhere scattered around. The 
foanteins are among the most celebrated artificial water- 
works in the world, and are visited by every stranger 
who comes to the metropolis. From the palace, follow* 
ing the great avenue on the terrace, is the Parterre d*eau, 
which contains two oblong basins, on whose borders are 
twenty-four groups in bronze, eight nymphs, eight grouper 
of children, and the four principal rivers of France with 
their tributaries. A jet d'eau, in the form of a basket, is 
in the centre of each. At both ends of the terrace are 
fountains, with bronze animals, the water gushing from 
liieir open mouths. Descending from the terrace, on the 
south side of the palace, after passing over a hundred 
marble steps, and more, we come to the Orangerie, TMs 
is simply intended for the preservation of the oranges and 
pomegranates during winter. One of these orange trees 
the antiquarian will view with gusto, as it has lived and 
flourished in its vegetable kingdom, while dynasties and 
governments of men have risen and crumbled repeatedly 
around it, and in its very presence. The pedigree of this 
venerable patriarch is not completely known, but its seed 
was sown in 1421 — before the discovery of America; — ^it 
has prospered during twelve reigns, and is still in good 
health and the enjoyment of a green old age. It is called 
the Grand Bourbon, from its being part of the confiscated 
property of the Constable de Bourbon. This is the legend, 
but I cannot stop to investigate its foundation, and if I 
could, lejeu n^en vautpas la chandelle. "1 say the tale 
as it was said to me.*' 

What an inestimable privilege is this! A beautiful 
garden ever open to the pent up resident of the city, who^ 
tired by labour all the week, and heated by the intolerable 
rays of a many times reflected sun, can hither resort, and 
lie in the shade of the green trees on the soft sward, and 
listen to the sweet melody of sylvan songsters, and the 
rippling of the water-falls. Or, if he pleases, he -may 
enter the beautiful palace, and stroll from one elegant 
object to another, and drink deep draughts of rapture at 
the sight of master pieces of painting and sculpture. 
When the United States have a king^ they may expect to 
Ittve picture galleries and public gardens, 'nil the 
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spent'* in a Peridiefl or a Medicis, greedy of gold^ snd» 
9SWcioiiB of every spot of ground, where a blade of grsMM 
can grow, or tulip bulb be planted, they will speculate om 
iiie possibility of making a carrot or a cabbage usurp^itis^ 
idlace. The elegant must give way to the useful — utiW^ 
sine dnlci — and the reins of fancy are held in check by 
tbe rough bands of the money-getter. Is it a wonder 
IJiat the old world produces the poets, the painters, the 
fieiilptors and artists of all kinds, when schools, such a». 
iiiese, are always open, free as air, to every corner?^ 
These halls during week days are filled with painters^, 
irho have come to study and copy the striking beautie» 
Cf the great masters. So it is in every large gallery o£ 

g'ctures in the realm, and there are very many of them»« 
I the United States, the government can boast of owing^ 
some half-a-dozen paintings, which have been thriftily^ 
hawked about the country for exhibition at twenty-cents i^- 
bead. In France, besides the opportunities thus affordedlt 
for study, there is a public school held in the palace of fin» 
arts, where the best one hundred of the competitors axe 
every six months received for gratuitous instruction;, 
into- thirds in painting, the rest in sculpture. The conL*^ 

Sititors number about five hundred. Every year the best 
ree scholars are sent to Home at the govemment'si 
expense, to study among the ch^'d^ornvres of the world*. 
Thus France is the vigilant foster-mother of genius ; so^ 
iSbe United States should be; but on the contrary, shov 
npt only neglects the instruction^ but withholds the* 
Inwards of genius. Even when an artist has shed lustra 
by his talents on his native land, he is left to starve for 
want of employment. If by a strange accident tJi& 
government happen to order a work of art, with skinflinii. 
meanness it cuts down the price — to lavish it on a» 
^rtizan contractor — till its encouragement becomes ai»» 
unis/aiuus, Witness the last work of Greenough. Mc^ 
power, the gifted Power, shall ha not find work in Yam 
Qwn land ? Must genius expatriate itself to find bread ^ 
I call on you. President Polk, to attend to this. Instead. 
<kf despicable live ofSce beggars, let the court-yard of tho* 
Capitol be filled with the statues of the dead signess oi 
t^ immortal Declaration. Not with paltry busts,, hot 
tod the greatest of onr owaiaod, ta rival. Qna aaotbes ioi 
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fhe perpetuation of the lineaments of the great men of our 
common country. Do this, and hope to receive the 
honour of a statue yourself— twin glory with the laurel 
among the Ancients in the next collection — that of the 
Presidents of America. The National Gallery of Fainting 
and Sculpture ! Where is it ? Let not a future genera- 
lion repeat the demand. Let a commencement be made 
now, if only with an engraving and & plaster bust. Let, 
every State, pay these pure, honaois to her great meiu 
Warren, Hancock, Adams, and many others should stand 
before the Capitol at Boston. Let New York surroui^d 
her City Hall virith the images of Hamilton, Fulton^ 
Clinton, and similar worthies ; and Jersey illuminate the 
heights of Trenton with those of her Stocktons and her 
illustrious military heroes. Which of the old Thirteen 
cannot claim numbers deserving this high reward ? And 
the new States, if any of them cannot yet point to their 
great men, have the same blood numing in their vein8>. 
and will soon create them. 

The fountains, which have been running and shootingp- 
np their spray and foaming bubbles, have now subsided. 
My pen, too, is still ; its airy architecture has vanished;,, 
and nothing remains, but hopes, strong anticipations- 
are they baseless? — of the future artists and glory q£; 
America. 
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Crnad Trianon* Little Trianon. Private Apartmentf. Frencb Gardens. 
Cooper> the Pioneer American Noreliat. Freedom of the Preis. 

Even from my inadequate description of the royal 
residence at Versailles^ a person might be ready to 
imagine, that little conld be added to increase the 
magnificence of the condition of kings ; and that any 
other buildings and gardens, placed near this miracle of 
art, would not only be superfluous, but wanting in judg- 
ment and taste. Though these might be rich and elegant 
in themselves, that a direct comparison must necessarily 
be the result, and everything else less imperial, must 
become dim, if not entirely lost, in the shadow of the 
mighty palace. Such is the first impression; yet, when 
that person comes to see the Grand Trianon, and the 
Little Trianon, his opinion will be entirely changed. 
The difference in the architecture, and the whole external 
appearance, render comparison as impossible, as one 
between a ship of the line and a pleasure yacht. The 
Trianons do not enter into competition with their 
proud neighbour. They have no extended court-yard, 
adorned with colossal statuary, no towering walls and 
pointed turrets, no gaudy Corinthian pillars, nor lofty 
balconies, which so strongly characterize the majesty of 
the larger structure ; but, simple, modest, and unassum- 
ing, the Grand Trianon bears away, without the least 
arrogance, the palm of beauty. 

The Grand Trianon was built by Louis XIV. for 
Madame de Maintenon. It is in the Italian style, and 
of a single story in height. At the extremity of the 
Park of Versailles, its situation is retired and enchant- 
ing. It consists of two wings united by a gallery, 
pierced with arcades and fronted with magnificent Ionic 
columns, and coupled pilasters in Languedoc marble. 
The grand palace, as already observed, is no longer the 
abode of the royal line, having yielded that honour to this 
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feflfl impomag boildisg, whichposeesflesa «dmple beauty 
duuming to erery eye. Louis XIV., and XV., and XVI., 
were fond of retinng hither from the pomp and bustle which 
oppressed them at the more lordly mansion. Napoleon 
spent much of his time here, and, to facilitate his approach, 
Gonstmcted a direct road from the palace of St. Clond, 
his still more favourite habitation. It is now occupied by 
Louis Philippe for some months every autumn. In the left 
wing are the apartments of the Queen, those in the right 
belong to the King. The grand Galleiy, one hundred and 
sixty feet long, is filled with objects of art. Among them 
are some executed by royalty, statues and other works. 
** Here," says the guide, *' the King dresses.*' Cataracts, 
earthquakes, and even the deluge itself have been converted 
into music, why then should not a dinner be ? And it is; 
— ^for, " here," continues the guide, in a little anteroom, 
'^are placed the band, who play while he eats." This 
is the last refinement of cookery, and must prove, it is not 
doubted, a substantial help to royal mastication, and con- 
tribute very much to keep the kingly organ of digestion 
in proper tune. 

At any rate, it must effectually drown conversation, 
and so leave greater leisure to play with the knife and 
fork.— -'^ Here their majesties sleep," pointing to a bed- 
stead, so overlaid with gold, that the wood could nowhere 
be seen. The hangings are of crimson satin, embroidered 
with gold, and bordered with a fringe of gold lace. The 
coverlet is white satin damask. The bed, like those of 
all the royal family, consists of but one mattress, which 
fact was particulary remarked by the guide, probably to 
show the hardships endured by royalty. This is not so 
shocking as the floors, which do really seem to be un- 
comfortable. They are similar to those in all the palaces, 
constructed of oak, and waxed. The private bed-chambers 
and bath-rooms are all finished in this manner. I have 
not seen a carpet on any room, with but a single excep- 
tion, in the royal palaces. I wonder if kings and queens 
have cold feet, like ordinary humanity. The little prince 
and princesses of England were said-^it might be a scan- 
dalous rumour— to have had the whooping cough last 
spring. ** This," quoth the guide, again, ** is the bed- 



duimber of fhe prineem, this of tiie maids of honour^ toA 
this of the valet/* et cetera. 

Tbe little Trianon is a two story edifice, «eventy-tw^ 
ftwt square, with foar flated Corinthian columns in froflt» 
It is situated at a little distance from the Grand TrianoUji 
and is at present occupied by the mother of the Count de 
P^ris. The Empress Marie Louise formerly resided here^ 
and the bed-room remains just as she left it. It is hung* 
with bine silk, and the bed with a drapery of muslin and 
gold. The whole interior, without having anything re« 
markable, is light and pleasing. The garden is laid out in 
English style, and is particulary fine. A garden in France 
would scarcely pass for one in America. It is not neces* 
-sarily ^lled with flowers. Indeed, it is far more often a 
portion of land, divided by box-fringed walks into regular 
compartments, with here and there a few flowers. The 
trees which shade it are cut and trimmed, till they assume 
a square, precise, and quaker-like appearance, which is 
fhr from pleasing. The main difference between a French, 
garden, and one aVAnglaise is, that in the latter the tai« 
loring i^ carried on to a less extent, and consequently the 
trees have more the look of nature. The beds, too, have 
not the regular square and diamond form, which cha- 
racterizes the former. As far as relates to flowers, there 
is but little difference. I fear, if you should attempt to> 
6tit a sizeable bouquet from either, that they would bo 
missed, and, as happened in another garden, some time^ 
sgOf when Eve plucked the forbidden apple, they 

** Would feel the wound, and show forth signs of woe 
That all was lost," 

In one part, on the banks of a piece of water, is the^ 
^' Swiss Village." These peculiarly shaped houses, with 
their thatched roofs, were erected by Marie Antoinette. 
They have a charming picturesque effect, surrounded and 
enclosed as they are completely, with verdant foilagej 
They serve for the residence of domestics. A short diB«» 
tance from the Trianon itself is the temple <VAmour^ 
situated on an island, and built of white marble. It is 
simply a roof upheld by numerous pillars. The floor VB 
tesseiated marble. In the centre^ on a pedestal, ifl % 
beaatifol statue of the wily god. 
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«' Here loTen may resort, and breathe tweet ti^ 
Beneath the cold pale moon and silent skies ; 
While wanton zephyrs play upon the tr eco ■ 
Those forest harps of wondrous harmonies— 
Wild strains, that bathe the soul in ecstasies.** 

'Bat I am straying from my path. Is it strange ? Eing9 
«nd nobles have done so before me. 

While d«^cribing the pictures in these palaces, I am 
reminded of some fine engravings that I have lately seen. 
They are recently executed, and are illostrations of por-i 
tions of the works of Cooper. Among them is the scene, 
^where Leatherstocking kills the cougar, which menaces 
the destruction of the two girls. Another is taken from 
the last of the Mohegans, where the Indians are retreat- 
ing into the cave, concealed imperfectly by branches of 
trees. The gallant officer is standing ready to defend the 
two trembling girls behind him. It is not on account of 
the extraordinary beauty of these engravings that I men- 
tion them, so much as for the sake of the author of the 
wor]» from which these scenes are borrowed. This 
man^ whose writings, translated into every tongue of Eu- 
rope, shed lustre on his country, praised as he is, and 
respected abroad, is abused and persecuted in his own 
native land with a virulence almost without a parallel.— 
The family of a great man, though partial enough in many 
respects, are not the first to discover, and pay extraor* 
dinary deference to his merits. The housekeeper of the 
eminent mathematician, D*Alembert, during the whole 
forty years they lived together, saw nothing but poor St 
John le Bond, the foundling, in the man who was all that 
time making Europe resound with his name. And the 
United States, ever ready to pay a kind of colonial ho-* 
mage to foreign blood and stamps and imprimaturs, have 
been slow to perceive the excellence of anythiisg of 
domestic origin : 

f ' Slow rises worth by cold neglect oppressed." 

With regard to Cooper, the wrong is inflicted, not by 
public opinion, but private animosity. The licentiousness 
of tiie American press is assuredly a very different things 
from what our fathers sought. They never contended foi^ 
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tiie freedom of blackemng tiie fidr fame of prirate indivi* 
doalsy and had not the remotest intention of transfonning^ 
a telegraph of public events into a tremendous v^de 
for tiie outpouring and diflbsion of private hatred. Say 
what tb^ will, Cooper will live as long as letters shau 
inirvive. His works are grafted into tiie literature of aU 
nations ; and, till that shall be destroyed, long after the 
led man^ driven from hill to valley, and flying before the 
steps of civilization — ^that is, mm and bloodhounds- 
shall have ceased to exist, so long will CkK>per be remem- 
bered, like Leatherstocking, tiie first to penetrate, and the 
first to gain a settlement in the unknown wilderness of 
American literature. 

Something I wished to add on a more entertaining 
topic, but the steam-ship will not wait, and the wanton 
nerve of a defective tooth is just now amusing me with 
its gambols. The poor thing is not an unapt emblem of 
many a man we meet with in the world, luways fretful 
and disagreeable, often offensive to the public taste, anjL 
sometimes even outraging private feeling, he is yet flat- 
tered, coaxed, and borne with^ merely for tiie gold which 
be possesses. 
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friMNi daf Jeunet Detenus. Results of the Solitary System. Depot de 
Condamaes. Personal Appearance of the Convicts. The Face an 
Index of Character. Employments, PriTU^es> and Manners of the 
Prisoners. The Sympathising Turnkey, 

Mt last letter concluded with a description of that 
prison in Paris, called Maison Centrale D^ Education 
CarrecHonelle, or the Prison des Jetmes Detenus ; bat I 
was under the necessity of bringing it to a close, before 
Any adequate account of this remarkable institution could 
lie completed. This extraordinary structure has been 
mentioned; its tenants; their diversions, and some of 
their employments. In addition to those already alluded 
to, I saw specimens of carving, in oak and mahogany^ 
executed by the prisoners, of great elegance. The carvers 
are also skilful in design. This is not acquired by means 
of plates or engravings, but by the presentation of the 
object itself, or a plaster cast to the pupil for study. Aa 
practical usefulness is the end of all this application, 
their attention is directed principally to the copying of 
carvings or casts, representing old wood sculpture. The 
proceeds of their industry are laid aside, and given them, 
when they go out, that they may not, by the temptations 
of want, be drawn to the commission of crime to supply 
themselves with the absolute necessaries of life. Two 
small holes in the door enable the person, who has the 
care of them, to inspect their proceedings with facility; 
and at the same time furnish the tenants with the means 
of calling either the teacher or officer by placing in them 
a small stick. 

The prisoners no longer go to the chapel to attend mass, 
but are present there by a theological fiction, notwith* 
standing they are, during the whole service, personally 
in their cells. The value of this fiction every one, who 
is conversant with the frequent occurrence and efficacy 
of similar ones in the venerable science of the law, will 
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be able to appreciate. The ingennity of the inyentioD 
cannot be too highly esteemed, which is indeed suscepti- 
ble of very extensive application, as it enables the priest 
to say prayers and preach withont any immediate visible 
audience, who may in the meantime stay at home^ and 
leceive as mach benefit as if they had been physically 
present. There is little, if any, appearance of gloom in 
the faces of these juvenile offenders. One, who had. been, 
there fbar years, told me, ''it was very comfortable, 
"^oagh sometimes, he regretted, rather sober." '^AL!?'' 
rntys the guide, laughing: with the young fellow^/' thfifT 
sometimes fret a little for the first week after entrance^ 
bvt soon get accustomed to the place.'' 

But the principal question is not yet noticed, which ii^. 
the effect of this mode of treatment compared with it9> 
opposite; and this is the agreeable ingredient in tfaift^ 
investigation. Notwithstanding all the fine reasoning 
that has been employed with so much power, the mindr 
cannot yet be entirely divested of the first deejf senti- 
ment of horror, created by the silent cell with its per--^ 
petual lonely tenant. There is something so dreary andl> 
Stressing at such a sight, and even in the bare imagi- 
nation of it, that a benevolent man hastens to turn to.it» . 
results for the purpose of reconciling himself to such, a-, 
plan. And if, by the operation of the silent system^ eighty, 
out of every hundred convicts return to their wallowing 
in the mire, but by the solitarg principle, the tables are* 
tamed, and eighty prisoners out of every hundred are, 
redeemed, and ''sin no more," as is the fact, do not' 
floch inestimable consequences compensate for what,. L 
laally think, is only an apparent inhumanity of &ft 
scheme ? Does it not seem almost a miracle to restore- 
to the community, ignorant, wretched, destitute and 
vicious beings, converted, after a temporary seclusion, 
only, into educated and virtuous citizens, having money 
lut their disposal, the earnings of their industry, and a^ 
trade, which will almost insure them the easy acquisi-^^ 
tion of more P When the public safety has been secured^ 
all punishment afterwards degenerates into vengeance^, 
and the law, whose single aim should be the public good^,: 
becomes a mere Ux ialionis. But justitia should be reffmai 
wUitum; and it ought not to be forgotten, that amoog- 
^ hecatombs^ which are continually oflTered on her.. 
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altar^ am viotims for whose real welfare^ as wdla* ihvb 
of tiie state, tboss sacrifices are made. The nomber hsrft. 
confined is four hundred and twelve. 

The spacioQs stractnre opposite, is the Depdt de Con* 
damnes, to which all convicts, sentenced to imprisonmMili 
for hard lahoar during any considerable length of time^ 
9X» sent ; those, however, condemned for asy period be- 
yond a year> remain there only till tfaey can be transported 
10 the galleys in the various parts of the kingdom. Sach^ 
also, as are sentenced to death, are kept here till their 
eaiecntion. To tbese last two prisons the home-sonndiDi^ 
name of The Tomha might be appropriately applied* 
Their situation, too, in close proximity to Fere la Chaise^ 
would seem to favour the nomination* 

This building was erected on the plas of M. Gan, in 
tiie short space of eighteen months, at a cost of thirty: 
thousand pounds nearly. It lies in the form of a hoUour 
quadrangle, making the contained court one hundred a»^ 
eighty feet in length by one hundred and fifty feet^ ioi 
breadth. It is three stories high, the lower of which ifli 
occupied by workshops, and the upper by the cells of tibA 
prisoners. Each one, on arrival, is immersed in a batibip. 
and assumes a suit of grey cloth instead of his own. Ha* 
enjoys the liberty, however, of wearing such shoes, Unes^ 
and hat, as he wishes, if he can procure them himselfi;. 
"Srom a number of trades, which are constantly prose<^ 
oated, one is found which he either knows already, or 
which is thought to be most adapted to his talents. Thift 
he is obliged to pursue, whether it be the last, the needle^ 
iron work, or any other craft. If he refusea to labour, aft 
it sometimes happens, the rebel is introduced into the 
dungeon — the only punishment in use — where he is leftt 
to chew the quid of reflection, sometimes for six or more 
weeks, on the antiphlogistic diet of bread and water, tilL 
his reverence for law and order has got tiie master of hie; 
contumacy. Submission to wholesome authority is almoatr 
i;he only growth, to which the dai^, damp atmosphere of 
a dungeon is at all favourable; but this is in generals 
quite certain to succeed, with the help of the- before*, 
mentioned regimen. This oachoi, as it is called, is a roenii 
about ten feet square, without furniture of any sort. It»! 
hard oaken and polished floor sufllces for chair, bed and' 
^le» having neither straw nor any other aubstanee toi 
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mollify iti sarfkoe of ilini for tin repose of weary boneij. 
A ■mall grated hole in the door, aome three inohea aqiiar^ 
ia the only aperture for light. 

A moat aorry aight are theae oonvieta, eapecially aa I 
aaw them on entering the ooort, where they were alto« 
gather, apending their hoar of recreation in promenading. 
Aa confioement here— with hard labour, and, in many 
caaea, for life — ^ia the higheat poniahment^ next to deaths 
proDoanoed by the law, I waa, of coorae, aarronnded 
with a very choice collection of miaerable wretchea. All 
peraona are aware of the endleaa variety in homan faces, 
though few rarely think of the canae ; or perhapa, witii« 
oat tronbling themselvea mach abont it, careleasly take 
it for granted, that they are anch aa nature gave tiiem* 
A grievoaa miatake, aa it appeara to me — ^for I look upon 
it in a more tranacendental light — ^if it ia not hereay to 
write the word. I deem the face to be the window, 
tiirongh which the apark of divinity ahinea oat, that ani* 
matea the man. The idiot ia aenaeleas, and accordingly 
hia inexpreaaive featurea hang down with gross stupidity, 
giving notice to all, that the etherial tenant is no longer 
there. More particularly still, a man*8 character may be 
very well read in his countenance ; and all the better for 
ita being atrongly marked. This is vastly preferable to 
feeling for it, like the phrenologists, through thick maaaee 
of hair lying unequally over the cranium. It is also much 
more convenient, natural, and useful. It might with good 
reason be expected, that men ahould be endowed with the 
ability to judge in some way of the qualities of one ano* 
ther, for aelf-defence, if for no other reason. Through 
what aveuue ao natural and easy could this important 
knowledge be transmitted, as that of aight, the channel 
of 80 large a proportion of our other information P Bat 
if the precious intelligence must be derived — or not at 
all — ^by first making oneself master of another man's ca- 
put, how obvioualy may the revelation be withheld by 
merely defending the citadel from capture. In that caae, 
tbe excellent direction in the cook-book for boiling a tur- 
bot is, in point, " first catch the fish I" On the contrary, 
if we have need in our intercourse with the world to 
know the real characters of those we meet, it is philo- 
sophical to infer, that the means afforded ua to obtain the 
information will be adequate to that end. They moat^ 
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tiMrefbre, be losceptible of rapid applicatioDy beeaoBe tiie 
occaaioM for theb Qfe are aaaden, unexpected, and often 
transitory. Thejr will neither admit delay^ nor submit to 
machinmy, wbieh would be qaite as much out of place, 
as a date, and book of arithmetic, to help one's reckoning 
in the market. 

Bat the muscles of te fkce, we know, are common to 
all, and give it its expression. Every man possessing 
similar mascles can express the same emotions, though 
natare seems in many instances to hare been in a merry 
hmnoar, when she pat together some features that I wot' 
of. These ma^ be so frequently called into action by 
particalar passions and emotions, as finally to stiffen 
into their permanent expression, like the corporeal mem- 
bers of a Hindoo devotee. The canning rograe and 
daring cat-tiiroat cannot help hanging out apon their 
fronts infidlible signals of what they are; bat yet they 
try to wear a mask, as nataral as possible, to render that 
equivocal at least, which they cannot entirely conceal. 
Under tiiese dabioas colours multitudes in all the pro« 
fessions and crafts of life continue to sail along the 
stream, better in the fog than in the broad sun-light; 
tiieir actions contradicting their pretensions; and both 
belieing their real characters and deceiving their patients, 
their flock, and their clients. But such ''wolves in sheep- 
skins^' are not very often dangerous beyond a limited 
gullible circumference; tiiey are ''known and read of all 
men" in the world outside of that charmed circle. We 
see in the wild Indian, who is uncontaminated by his 
fetal scourge — ^the white man — ^unequivocal traits of his 
real disposition playing on his copper countenance. 

The intention of this digression is to add a feature or 
two to the picture of the vicious men, who thronged 
around us in the court, in number about five hundred. 
Here were housebreakers, burglars, murderers, assassins, 
specimens in short of every shade of crime, that darkens 
the fiuse of society. While the jailor lefb me alone to 
search for a key, I amused myself with the comfortable 
reflection, that if one of these miscreants should happen 
to desire the diversion of striking me on the head, or 
stabbing me to the heart, what was there to restrain him 
from such an indulgence? Not fear certainly, if some 
people may be believed, whose humanity to the convi(ii; 
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k cruelty to the victim; for- he i»now condenimd^tfl^ 
the "worst species and highest grade of puDishment^ iik 
their opiDion, within the rightfiil power of man to inflict 
— ezcluBion for life. I could read robber and cat-tfaroair 
engraved on the countenances of nearly all, as tfa^ 
passed me with scowls of anger or hatred, because i 
was free, and they themselves were irrevocably chained. 
In the middle of the court was a fountain, where the^i 
were permitted to wash themselves ; and on one side ai 
■bop, where any, who had money, might bny better food^ 
more comfortable shoes than the heavy wooden sabotK 

S'ven them by government, and even wine to drink; but 
is is a limited quantity per diem. This money is tho^ 
donation of friends allowed to visit them in the parlom,^ 
and bring with them such things as are not deemed ia« 
jurious. The bread thus given is always cut up and^ 
thoroughly examined, to see if it is really what it seein%, 
lest any iustrument be introduced with it to facilitate^ 
escape — an event here entirely unknown. 

The lower story is divided into several shops, wherer 
work of various sorts is doue; as shoemaking, tulor^ 
isg and such like. No labour is imposed so arduous aft 
cutting Btone> which is, however, a very common one iar 
American prisons. One branch of industry is particulax]]^^ 
applicable to the Maiires d'Ecale, who may chance tot 
4na themselves scholars here, and that is, penmakiny*. 
A quill is cut into a pen, which is then separated iron» 
the stock, and a new pen made as before and cut off^ till^ 
itie quill i» exhausted. These are nearly in the shape <^ 
ateel pens, are intended to be fixed in handles as theae» 
are, and much used by book-keepers and others. 

The food is similar to that in other prisons^ The 
looms are large, accommodating often twenty or thir^ 
individuals. The linen is as clean as can be expected^ 
when used by labouriug men some thirty days. All who 
wish to attend church on the Sabbath, are allowed to da 
90 ; but few, as you may suppose, avail themselves Q# 
the privilege. 

Fights and qnarrele are not unfrequent among tfaa^ 
I^soners ; and even the officers occasional' y get a blow 
ever the bead with a wooden sabot. The jailor informed^ 
SM that several murders were committed but a short time 
ago. In one case, a man stabbed another with a. sboet- 
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tnife in the side, and death ensued in two or three days* 
He was taken again to court, and tried ; but, it being 
proved that he was first attacked, he was left to work 
out his former sentence without addition. In another 
instance, where the same extenuation could not be 
alleged, a term of twenty yean was extended for life. 

Itisoners are conveyed from here to the Navy Tards^ 
m?vdiioleB like omnibusses, towask out their tanas^ and( 
from' what I have learnt, they have there neariy the saipe 
arrangements as in. prison. To stimulate tbem to more 
Jealous activity, a quarter part ofwhat they earn is ginen 
to them. Those who leave the institution have thus the 
means of commencing an honest life ; and those who an 
confined for life, receive their wages in commodities to^ 
ameliorate the hardships of their condition, as linen, anA 
similar comforts. This prison is said to support itsdf ;; 
the labour of the convicts being sufficient to pa y the ei b^ 
penses. 
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It is here that those condenmed to sufier death upen 
the guillotine are placed. I saw one such sitting in ai 
court, separated from the rest. On one side of him was> 
tiie guard ; on the other a jailor, who was reading to himi 
a book. His arms were placed in a strait jacket, that he^ 
mifi^t not commit suicide. The jailor expressed con» 
mderable feeling in regard to this individual, remarking^ 
HaA they deem it an awful thing to hold a fellow-beings 
waiting a certain and ignominious death ! This is truly^ 
an amiable thought, especially considering its source. 
And there is not a bit of affectation in it, said I to myseUj^ 
is there? The philanthropic jailor further told me> 
'' that the convict in question was a very clever fellom^ 
although then under sentence, aa I leamt, for killing \om 
wife and two children ! 
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V[ht CUttique. Nalaton. Midwitey. Pwa DuboU. Hofpital far 
Orphans. SUten of Chatity, Priyatt LaekUM* C hmalgnac . 
Caicaux. Longat. Cliallly. BmdiaL LaaaartiBa. Hb tpcedi on 
tha Ramoral of NapolaoiA Body. lliimoiiroflilsTUittofhtoeottiitry. 
Mannar of Traating foraignan of dlitinetloa. 

Amono the mcHit remarkable of the Faria Hoapitala is the 
CHnigite. This ia divided between two branchea, one <^ 
sorgery, under the care of M. Nelaton^ a man of talent 
aa a lecturer, and an excellent Bargeon ; tiie other of mid- 
wifery. It is this latter which I call remarkable, but 
only becanse it is of a difibrent character from anythingr 
that can be foand in oar oonntry. It is onder the care of 
the most skilfal acconcbenr in Paris, Fanl Dabois. He 
has taken the responsible place which his father held 
before him, and has proved himself fally competent to fill 
it. He is a man of forty-five or fifty years of age, of 
medium height, and gentiemanly appearance. His nuld 
bine eye is his most marked featare, and one that gives 
an expression of gentleness and kindness of heart, which 
his real character does not belie. His voice is soft and 
pleasing, and all his actions indicate a man not oatenta^ 
tioasly proad of a position, which he has attained by 
sapenor talents — a great contrast to the majority of tioe 
Paris medical men of eminence. In short, he is, to give 
him the highest compliment that can be paid to any one 
in his station in France, — a gentleman; and this impliee 
more tiian wearing fine clothes — the definition of the 
word here. He speaks English with facility, which makes 
bis commnnications with Americans and English the more 
agreeable. To strangers he is extremely kind and 
obliging. To me, in an especial manner, he has been 
particolarly attentive. Though coming hither a stranger, 
without any letters of introduction to him, on merely 
etating, that my great object in visiting Paris was to de-* 
vote myself to the branch, at the head of which he was, 
te immediately interested himself in my behalf, and gave 
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me every advantage which hia large institntion would 
afford. His great kindness I shall ever remember with 
the warmest gratitude. 

It is in this building, more than in any other in the 
city, that the great difference between the American and 
lYench woman is made apparent. Modesty is scarcely 
known to the women here. They si)eak of, and do, ac« 
tions in pabHc, which the Yankee girl, on oath, would 
scarcely allow that she had ever heturd of. For this rea- 
son, among others, the midwiferv-hospitals in Paris are 
full. All students, who have studied a sufficient number 
of years, are admitted to the l3ring-in-room. Whenever 
a female is in labour, a signal is placed at the door indi- 
cating the fact. All, who see the notice, enter. The first 
comer is the ac&mcheur under the direction of the resident 
sage'femme. Around the bed a railing keeps off the mul- 
titude, who often number fifty or more. I have seen the 
room crowded during the piformanee of such operations 
as are necessary. The patient is uncovered, as the labour 
advances, for we benefit of those around. How many of 
the very lowest classes in the United States would be 
tiius willingly exposed P Yet hither quite decent womea 
are firequently brought. At the end of the usual time 
after delivery the woman leaves the hospital. Sometimes 
she takes her infant with her, but much more commonly 
she leaves it. The pitiful wages she can receive by her 
constant labour, do not suffice to support more than her- 
self, and that very meagrely, with bread and water. She 
has no time to spend, therefore, in the care of an infant. 
These children are sent to tiie Hospital des Emfans 
TVouv^s; the healthy are put out to nurse, but the weakly 
are protected as long as necessary. Women from the 
country apply at this institution for children to nurse, 
and receive from four to eight francs per month, in pro- 
portion to the age of tiie infant. The average number 
received annually at this establishment is about four 
thousand, some two hundred of whom are legitimate* 
The mortality is very great, one in three and a third 
dying. 

Connected with this is the Hospital for Orphans, one of 
the finest institutions in the city. They are taken, edu- 
cated in ihe common branches, and, at a proper age, 
/^ppreuticed to different caUmgs. Here also are recnved 
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ihe ohildren of the poor, who, taken fdck, resort to It 
lioepital; daring their illness their little ones are here 
protected, to be restored when health shall agrain perndt. 
'Both these institations are under the care of those 
aiost excellent women, the Sisters of Charity. I have 
mbeady spoken of them, bat it was then from a slight 
•imowledge of their character. A more thorough ao- 
4i|iiaiirtance with them and their duties has giren me new 
iWBon to pronounce most decidedly in their favour. 
Their incessant vigilance and tenderness for the sick and 
vttfiBsring, their utter disregard of themselves and thek 
own comfort, are worthy of exalted praise. They have 
ieft all, that the world regards, behind them ; they have 
discarded the forms of dress, and devoted their fortunes^ 
<telents, their all, to the care of these unfortunates. Tbe 
^irorld is always loud in the praise of a daughter, 'wfao^ 
disregarding self, watches devotedly at the bedside of a 
«ick mother. But these sisters have no ties of blood 
"Which draw them to the dying pillows of these poor 
isreatures. Their characters are beyond praise, their 
lives above reproach. The contrast of their black robes 
^th the snowy whiteness of their uncouth caps is not 
more striking, than the opposition of their lives to those 
«f the world around ^em. With their beads and cross 
liAiiging from one side of their waist, and their bunches 
«f keys on the other, they go from bed to bed, on their 
silent errand of mercy, moistening the parched lips of 
•one, whispering words of peace to another, always calm 
smd composed, ever ready, ever present ; with a gentle* 
tiess that awes the quarrelsome, and persuades the 
peevish and fretful: asking, looking for nothing from 
man, and seeking only a crown of immortality in a world 
beyond the grave. A memorable confession of their 
«xoellence is recorded in the fact, that during the horroM 
of tiie revolution, which enveloped all classes with un** 
Uparing impartiality, this society alone remained tus^ 
touched. The brutal mob acknowledged its celestial 
agency, and bowed with reverence. Napoleon, who 
«wept away the various religious orders, and broke opeE 
^e convents and nunneries, forbore to lay his regenerate 
iag hand on this alone. Had the society of Jesus beea 
composed of each materials, they would have been more 
woillqr of tiie divine nMM, wUdi 1^^ 'asniiBefk IM 
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ironld have respected and venerated them, confessed tii§ 
justice of their designation, and hailed their order as otSb 
of heaven's best gifts to man. Instead of this, they tOB 
universally despised and condemned, — even their sacred 
patronymic is turned into a by- word; and Jesuitism 
now expresses that dangerous compound of priestly 
liyprocrisy, political craft and Machiavelism, that iivantel. 
« name, till the followers of Loyola invested it with 
^fiieir ovni. 

In attending these hospitals and the lectures delivered 
at the School of Medicine, consists the study of the Frenok 
fitadent. But the American and foreigners generally, 
liave not time to avail themselves of these public leo^ 
tores ; for the course on one branch alone is often pro* 
tracted through three or four years. These are also 
delivered with a particularity and verbosity quite anne* 
Pessary to him who is generally well advanced in his 
medical education. He comes hither with all that the 
«chools of the United States can give him, or at least it 
€xpected to be thus prepared. He does not therefore 
wish to commence with elementary principles, but to 
<K)ntinae, and push still further his investigations of hit 
favourite science. A class of men have consecinently 
sprung up to satisfy this want, to whom they resorL 
^hese are persons who are not professors in the school^ 
bat are waiting for a vacancy in the expectation of be« 
coming 80. They are generally individuals, who have 
devoted themselves to one branch of study, aad whea 
perfect masters of it, give lectures to private classes* 
This they do for several reasons — to acquire reputation 
among medical men, and with the public, who see their 
notices posted at the comers of streets^ and are apprised 
of their {)retensions in other ways. Not nnfrnquently^ 
the gratuity received from every pupil is a cousiderable 
motive. This varies with the expense of the expert menti 
introduced, the reputation of the man, and other dis* 
turbing considerations ; but, as a general thing, twen^ 
shillings constitute the fee for each pupil for one coarsen 
of three lessons a week during six weeks. Several da* 
liver public lectures with a view to facilitate the sale oT 
works, which they have published. These men are often 
^nite distinguished. Chassaignac and Cazeaux am 
^tiffi$U to the Faciilt]^-ft tLtoftlion of no easy -ntteiif^ 
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<ment. The latter it author of a work on Midwifery of 
standard worth. His lectures are thronged with Ame* 
licany English and German scholars. Chassaignac, who 
is eminent as a surgeon^ gives a conrse on surgical ope« 
rations, in which he requires his pupils to perform every 
operation several times. Chaillyy whose work from a 
truislation the American well knows, gives a public 
conrse on llidwifery» which I have heard with great 
profit. His hall is always crowded. Though enthusiaa* 
tic, he is not so pleasant a lecturer as his rival jnst 
mentioned. 

Among the most interesting lectures at present are 
those by Longet, member of the Boyal Academy of Phy- 
sicians, on the functions of the brain and nerves, espe« 
dally his course with vivisections. In these he gives his 
scholars occular demonstration of the various functions 
with a minuteness not dreamt of a few years ago. How- 
ever satisfactory to the student, the fact cannot be dis- 
guised, that operations on live animals are cruel in the 
extreme; but, after Alfort, one gets to bearing them 
without much sentimentality, especially when re-assured 
hy the reflection, that science is thereby advancing. Be- 
side these, there are many others, who in this way are at 
the same time getting money and a name, ana fitting 
themselves for public lecturers in the School of Medicine^ 

Within a few days the distingnished Breschet, the pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, has died. His funeral was attended 
by many friends, and by delegations from various socie- 
eties, of which he was a member. His place will be 
strongly contended for in public concours, of which I 
have already given an account. His, death, too leaves an 
arm chair vacant in tiie Institute. The winner of the 
professorship will make sworn enemies of all his compe- 
titors; and the successful candidate for the arm chair 
will realize his own brilliant hopes, but cause those of 
many others to be suddenly blighted. Speaking of this 
society, it is rumoured, that one of its shining members is 
shortly to make a visit to the United States; I mean 
Lamartine, the ^eat poet and orator of France, now a 
member of the Chamber of Deputies. This eminent 
man is no mercenary reporter, travelling beyond his vo^ 
eaUow-^utor ttUra cr^pidam — ^to procure materials firom 
Jdndness abased^ an4 ftttentions misplaced; for the purpose 



nr VBW BOVTLBf. SOO 

•r nanaftustariiig a book on hit retarn to pay the ezpenns 
«C an egotitlical tonr, and make a small dividend amon^ 
■laaay ^editors at home. A veiy different personage 
fimn this, he possesses a well earned fame and lofty 
slalion. Is it too mach to hope, that the sorereign peo- 
ple will socoeed for once in goreming themselves, and 
obtain as moch credit for the treatment of a noble friend, 
wiio shall come among them, as they wonld be sure to do 
for tlmt of an enemy, who should land npon their shores P 
An individaal of real worth and dignoity likes very well 
JaudaH a viro laudato; but evei^ man is not a carica- 
terist, and woald not be flattered by monkey tricks and 
exhibitions, whose apparent design was quite as much 
to gratify the vanity of the host, as to honour the guest; 
and sometimes, if there indeed has been any honour at all, 
ift has not been easy to see which party has received the 
most of it. My countrymen are quite too serious a race^ 
and are charged with duties pressing much too heavily to 
allow them time to run after opera dancers, Vespuccis no 
better than they should be, or penny-a-line writers. 

We bespeak for Lamartine a warm reception, kind 
feelings, and no absurdities. Republican in his princi- 
ples, he is a friend of the people. An ardent admirer of 
Washington and Lafayette, one of his noblest speeches 
had their praises for its object. Bead a portion of his 
speech on the disinterment of Napoleon, which filled the 
chamber of deputies with astonishment at its beauty, 
when delivered. ** If this great general had been a great 
man, an irreproachable citizen, if he had been the Wash- 
ington of Europe ; if, after having defended the country 
intimidated the con^-revolution without, he had regu- 
lated, moderated, and organized the liberal institotions 
and the advancement of democracy in France, &c. &c. ; — 
if he had retired, like Solon, or as the legislator of Ame- 
rica ; if he had withdrawn, in his disinterestedness and 
glory, to leave his place to liberty; who knows, if all that 
homage of the multitude, who adore that which op- 
pressed them, would be rendered to him. Who knows, 
if he would not have slept more tnmquilly, and perhaps 
more neglected, in his tomb? 

" Lafayette, who recalled to you in 1830 the opinions 
of '89, as fresh, as nntouched, as disinterested, as inef-, 
o 
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heesMe, m when be ftrst drew then from 1^ fbnntaiii-^ 
heftd in tSie soul of bw friend Waihington; LafayetW 
itepoees nnder the hamhle cross of a family tomb, and the 
man of the 18th Bnimaire, the man to whom France owes 
all, except her liberty, the reTolntioa triumphant goes to 
seek beyond the seas — to make for him an imperial tombf 
The revolution triumphant ! T ask, if npon the soil of 
France, she has a monument safficientiy grand, sufficiently 
holy, sufficiently nation to contain him ? 

** Where, then, place him ? At the Arc de triomphe de- 
PEioik?^ It is too heathen. The dead is sacred, and 
bis asylum should be religious. And besides, what think 
yon ! if in the fiiture, as we ought to hope, new triumpbsr 
shall await us, what triumpheur^ what general woalcl 
ever dare to pass by that spot ? This would be to inter- 
dict the Arch of Triumph ; this would be to close thi» 
door of national glory, which ought ever to remain open^ 
to our future destinies I 

<' But be it, that you choose St. Denis, or the Pantheon^ 
or the Invalides, remember to inscribe on the monument^ 
where he ought to be at the same time soldier, consnl, 
legislator, emperor. Bemember to write there the onljr 
inscription which responds, at the same time, to your en- 
thusiasm and your prudence, — the only inscription whieh 
ought to be made for this unique man, and for the difiOU^ 
cult epoch in which you live: a kapoleon — ssul. 

'^ These three words, attesting that his military geniQ» 
has not an equal ; attest, at the same time, to France^ 
Europe, and the world, that if idbM generous natioa> 
knows how to honour gr<^at men, she knows also how to 
jndge them; she knows also how to distinguish tiieir 
varieties, and those who threaten her in their name ; and 
that in erecting this monument, and there embalming tfaiv 
great recollection, she does not wish from these ashes to 
resuscitate either war, or tyranny, or legithnacy, or 
pretendere, or even imitaton.** 

The chamber was carried away wi^ •nthntiamn oiv 
hearing with what happiness he ^^ngnished the paitof 
glory and that of liberty. This is the «ort of aian who 
is to visit a free country. One, whose principles mo 
''Liberty for all, and in all ^ings. A Government 
strong, bat liberal. The people, the orighi and md of al^ 
political action. Opinion coming from them andretam- 
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jDg to them.'* No longer young, he goes to America 
"With a mind strengthened, a viBion corrected, a judgment 
matured by yean and experience. Bom in 1790, he has 
lived through scenes which tried men's souls. A travel- 
ler in his own country, Asia and Africa, he has learnt 
that each nation has its good qualities, and therefore 
does not condemn, as vile and uncivilized, everything 
which differs from the habits and customs of his owq. 
Ifo fear bat be will have a welcome in the country where 
his friend Lafayette's memory will ever live ; bat in hici 
reception, it is desirable, that no ridiculous extravagance 
aiiould vake tiie world imagine, that men of intellect are 
rarcB aves in terris, and that the appearance of a gfeat 
BBan in the United States is as an extraordinary an 
event as that of Gulliver among the natives of lUlipot; 
let them rather show they are accustomed to them, and 
loiow how to practise the ritea of hospitality with da^^ 
comm and respect. 
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Spring* Frencfa Moihen and Childmu Squares in Paris. Their great 
Utility. Thalberg. HlsConeert. Motion not Music. Sponttni^the 
Composer. 

This letter, though beariog a recent date, was begnn^' 
yoa perceive, a long while ago, and rans through a con- 
siderable space of time. In truth, it was a kind of re- 
ceptacle — Chiffonier's bag, if yon please — ^like some 
otners which I have sent you, into which odds and ends 
were thrown for private use, or the amusement of 
£riends. 

When I wrote to you in March, all was cold, nncom- 
fortable, cheerless. If the sun ever showed his face, we 
took it as a particular favour, just as we do, when a 
beauty puts aside her veil for the express purpose of im- 
parting those delicious smiles and glances, which are of 
no sort of use whatever to their possessor, but are known 
to yield great comfort to quite a large proportion of man- 
kind. Now, O delightful spring, thou art come in thy 
beauty, and never hast thou been more welcome ! Not a 
cloud has dimmed the heavens for several days ; all is 
bright and gay and animating. One can feel with the 
poet: — 

Ohl qu'apres de rudes tempetea 

n est agreaMe de voir. 

Que les aequilons sans pouyoir 

N*osent plus gronder sur nos tetes f 
Que le repos est doux apres de longs travaux ! 
Qu'on aime le plaisir, qui suit beauooup de maux f 
Qa* apres un long hiver le printemps a de eharmes I 

Ladies— beautiful birds— begin to promenade the 
streets. But one swallow doth not make a summer. 
The trees and shrubbery in the gardens are evidenti^ 
thinking of putting on their green dresses, and tteir 
swollen bads foretell new charms. 
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Louis Philippe's reTeDae, derired from the lettiof of 
chain in the pioblic irardeiMy ie jast oommeDcing. — ^Yes« 
terday (April 2|) as I passed throagh the Tailleries» I no- 
ticed that the^ were nearly all fall. Into this garden all 
persons in soiled garbs, or carrying packages, are pre- 
vented from intmding, uid in their places are nnrses and 
mothers with their infants and young childrai. Here they 
drive hoop and play with the ball, battledore and shuttle* 
cock, and stretch their little limbs in other pleasant pat- 
times. The French are much more pensible in this mat- 
ter, than the Yankees, as all Americans are designated. 
They are not afraid to give their children a breath of fredi 
air:-^ 

II ii*eit rien de li doux que Vtdx qu'on y zetpire* 

Instead of patting the lively wee creatares into a cradle, 
and packing them ap like mummies in thick cloth, which 
compels them to breathe a second time tiie air contami* 
nated by the first inspiration, tiiey take them into the gar- 
dens and promenade with them. If sleepy, they repose 
sweetly in their arms, and res[HTe an atmosphere, as pure 
and nncontaminated, as can be found within the limits of 
a city. It is far from easy to rouse a community to an 
adequate comprehension of tiie inestimable value of any- 
thing so very common, as air or water. The city of Bos- 
ton, among others, is an example of the latter. New 
York, to her imperishable honour, has proved, that tiiit 
vis ineriuB is not invincible. Dum alit verba incasium 
Jnndebantf opus est actum. If the cost has been more 
than was predicted, the utilihr will not be less ; and the 
money, after having circulated throagh the arteries of the 
State, will be returned by its thousand veins to tiie heart 
again in proper time, aftnr giving growth in its progress, 
to the noble Croton Aqueduct. But, in Paris, the very 
atr itself is a matter of deep concern; the government 
with that wise, paternal care, which is exerted generally 
for the benefit of the whole, constructs public gardens, 
and lays out squares and places in the very heart of the 
city. This is not, as one at first would be apt to ima- 
gine, to add to its beauty merely, and form convenient 
resorts for promenade or business. Whatever attention 
may be bestowed on the embellishment of the city with 
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mMMRBenfts md ftmntaiiit in tke centre of tbeve buiiftvtd 
wj w w P H^ the iiMim design of iSieir conefaroction ii sever 
out of mght Ventilation is ike prinoipal aimh-^healtii 
the int object to be attained. After this, the beantiffia^ 
of the eity, and giving objects to be viewed by the people,, 
aiiapted to excite feelings ef brav^y and pride in tto 
deeds of the past, and fa^pefiod sentiments of patriotieBn 
sood oonrage in tte fatare, are not neglected ; for these 
Mp to agitate and pnrifjr the atmosphere of the soul. 

SfiKse this was written, I have been to a concert of no 
ordinary character. The first in his profession I What a 
magical phrase I I feel an invokmtary reverence for any 
one, to whom these words can be jastiy applied. I went 
yesterday with a friend to the shop of a cobbler. '^ This 
man/' said he, ''is the first cobbler in Paris. He is an 
artist of great fame> and will incorporate a patch with a 
boot so ingeniously, as to be invisible almost to the eye ; 
he is a man of gemos." Do yon sappose I passed by this 
individual as an ordinary man, becaase his vocation hap« 
peaed to be patching old boots and shoes ? By no means 
tmiy. I studied Ins appearance, his features, his di»* 
meter. I meditated whether bis talents and penm* 
v^Nrsnce, if turned into another direction, might not have 
prodnced another Raphael or Michael Augelo. "With im« 
pressions akin to th€»e I saw Thalberg — the grreat com* 
poser— the greater performer — the prince of Che piano; 
and never prince had more absolute sway. What shall I 
say of him P What words can express the pleasure I 
eiQoyed P To be sare, I did not in the manner c^ many 
around me, go into a hysteric fit— jamp up — sit down-** 
writhe with ecstasy — laugh— cry — scream^ all at once. 
No, 1 sat still, behaving decently, but for all that, not 
file less pleased, excited, transported. I begin to believe 
the fable of the old ages, when a musician made nothing 
of drawing after him rocks and trees. Thalberg*s talent 
is little less ; for he draws houses. The pieces, whidi 
he played this evening, were all his late productioas, and 
have not as yet, I presume, been published in the United 
States. They were two fantasias from movements in ths 
operas La MueUe de Portice and Dtm Pasguale-^^iL 
ftmeral march with variations — a barcarolle, both fais 
compositions, and a caprieio of his on several airs in ikm 
Bm^iar d$ 8$mUe. Of these pieees I wiM 4Mqr a«ttii«» 
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€xoept that tibey k» very beaatiful and very diffienlt^ 
two qaalitieB which maay know, are by no meaiMi novel* 
UsB in his eompoeitions. It is the man I wish to set be* 
fctte yon. 'Twas an evening concert, commencing at 
iutlf-past eight o'clock ; the doors opening an hour be- 
foi^. The tickets were all sold more than a week before* 
hand. At seven o'clock I was waiting at the door for 
entrance. Being determined to secure an eligible seat in 
tiie pit — ^it costs a small fortnae to a constant frequenter 
always to sit elsewhere ; and the high prices, even thne, 
gnaranteeing its respectability. — I was there in good 
season, and took a position near the head of the ^eue. 
In a very short time after, there were a hundred behind 
me. Bit the guards preserved the utmost order, ae 
usual. For one half hour I stood there, and then waited 
an hour in the boase, before the performance commenced. 
But without counting six francs for the ticket, it costs 
iBometbiDg, you perceive, to go to a concert, or theatre. 
£vwy seat in the beautiful sails of the Italian Opera 
House was occupied. On the stage also were placed in 
chairs some hundred and fifty. The orchestra was 
partly boarded over, and here the grand piano waB 
placed. 

Has the king deigned to enter, that such enthusiastic 
^plauses are ringing around the theatre ? Yes, it is the 
lang — but not of the French. It is the great descendant 
of A|K>llo. And^ along with his powers of music, he 
inherits a portion of his beauty. He is a person of good 
eize and figure^ hot not large. His appearance is merest 
and extremely prepossessing. Owing to the distance at 
which I sat, I would not wish to describe his air and 
person minutely. It is, however, perfectly apparent, 
that his complexion is light, his hair brown, his nose 
aquiline — without whiskers or moustache— and that he 
has probably completed, so far as a judgment could be 
formed by fallacious gas-light, his fifth climacteric. After 
nnmerods bows in return for the plaudits that welcomed 
his approach, he sat down at the piano, and ran hie 
fingers carelessly over the keys — sorely that is no oomr 
mon instrument! The tones, which followed his 
negligent touch, are not like any sounds that I have ever 
heard before. The subject is far beyond my fea. Mrs* 
<Cihild must hear him^ andt 8hutti«g ^ ^^ ^ ^ .gross 
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creation alx>iit her, open tbem on the celestial world aad 
the thousand harpers. The wildest frenzy of an ima^ 
ginative mind would not, however, approximate fism 
reality, which was here to be actually seen and heud. 
I have examined with infinite delight a great variety of 
machines, from the tiniest horologe through all the 
gradations of grace and strength up to the mighty 
engines, which propel the Atlantic steamers through a 
stormy ocean, and fill the bidder with wonder and awe 
—and some of them seem almost to have borro¥red 
inspiration from above— yet I feel that nothing, amongr 
idl the highest works of man, can be brought into com« 
parison for a moment with the creations of the Almighty. 
Han originates no power, and in his grandest operations 
simply avails himself of the latent energies of water and 
the electric fluid. *' The great piece of mechanism in the 
human hand," which, activated by the propelling agency 
of the will, regulated by persevering practice and di- 
rec^d by genius, far surpasses all human inventions. 
This remark never appeared so striking, as while I 
listened to the astonishing exemplification of its power, 
which was going on in my presence this evening. 

With Thalberg every thing is calm, collected — no 
grimaces, no writhing of the body. A furor was excited 
some two years ago in the United States by a second or 
third rate artist, called Miss S Every body was i& 

raptures. Her houses were crowded — old men and wo- 
men put on their spectacles — ^what for? To see masic ? 
Not exactly — but to see her efbrts, the movements of her 
body, forward and back, sidewise, otherwise, and 
rotatory. To see the smiles, which opened so many 
dimples in her face, as to resemble small-pox marks ; to 
see the self-complacent air, with which she threw up her 
white and well-formed '^ pieces of mechanism," and 
turned upon the music stool to receive the overwhelming 
plaudits of the first and second childhood's present, who 
exclaimed, — ** Only iee how she plays !*' But Thalbe]]g 
is quiet and still. Not a muscle in his countenance is 
disturbed — not an unnecessary motion of his body occurs. 
Nothing escapes to show the difficulties he is surmount- 
ing. A person, ignorant of music, might imagine, that 
all is simple and easy, as a game of the Graces. 

At the dose oi the concert, the call for him was nna&>- 
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nooB ; and in obedience to it, he came forward, while 
the room was ringing with cries for hie celebrated fim- 
tasia on amoyement in Moeee in £|fypt — the funeral 
march, and other pieces— each one asking for his own ih» 
▼OTirite. He plaved one of them, and lus first and last 
concert in Fans tiiis season was ended. 

There was a very Dgly man present. He had a pug 
nose stack npon the front of his face^ an immense months 
blade hair, black eyes, sank deeply in his head, and a 
head deeply sank in a white cravat. He is gazing at 
everybody in the honse through the medium of a large 
opera glass. Who is he, do yon ask? — ^Why it is Spon« 
tani, the great composer. He has recently received the 
order of-— —conferred npon him and Mendelsohn— I 
tfainkt he name is spelt so— by tiie king of Belgium. 
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XXXIV. 

Cofte oa Embryology. Party at Mr. D.'s. Donnei't Lectures on the 
CSzenlation of the Blood. Oxygen and Hydrogen Mieroseope. Photo^^ 
£Iaetric MieroMOpe. Eiq^liah Ej^seopal Chardi. Palids RoytA. 
.Mealy* the Paiatec Yetedaary SehooL Scicntifle Cznelfty to Ui 



TiSTEBDAY I eoBunenced attending a course of lectureaoA 
Embryology, by Monsieur Coate, which was begun a d^ 
or two ago. Notwithstaaoting a violent rain, among the 
company assembled in the lecture room in the College 
of France, was quite a number of women. This college 
enrols among its professors some of the most eminent 
men ; among them, Guizot, the late minister, and Ville- 
main, till very lately, minister of public instruction. 
Villemain is at the head of the anti-jesuit party, and 
has been troubled of late with a disease which has 

garalyzed, if not destroyed his faculties. The Jesuits 
ave seized the occasion in their instructions to their 
young children, to declare that *' God was angry with 
this party, and had stricken their head with a grievoas 
malady." 
The evening when the preceding letter was written, I 

went to a party at Mr. D r's. It was a smidl as- 

eembly of Americans, with the exception of one or two 
English, and I have not enjoyed myself less, I am sure, 
at any one this winter. The unsocial habits of th6 
Yankees cling to them like purse-pride to a rich man, and 
are almost as disagreeable. How preposterous to allow 
a previous unacquaintance to fasten a padlock on every 
mouth ! Have they not been requested to come together 
for the very purpose of making that acquaintance ? But 
he has not been introduced. Is it so ? Did not Mr. D., 
for example, give a general introduction and certificate of 
good character to aU his company, when he issued his 
letters of invitation, and admitted them to his drawing- 
room ? Had the company been French, I should have 
been certain to pass a charming evening. Away with this 
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fingid reserve, by wfaidi heart* caa neirer be aaailedy 
les8 by freezing togetker. It is neitber Ciirietiaii, 
nor polite. These icy manners not onljr impair tlie 
piness of all within th^r atmoepbere, iMt indace a reac« 
tion— «y, they reeoil and cougeik the beart*s blood of tiie 
cold formalist who fosters them. 1 bare no desire to 
mingle in American circles, and probably shall not bera* 
niter, as my sojonm here is drawing to a dose, and tbn 
▼isittng season is over. There is no lade of business to 
eeenpy all my time. My daily aagmenting knowledge 
of the advantages of Paris saggests a tbonsand things to 
be performed. My dajrs are occupied with lectnres of 
Tarions kinds, my nights witb study, wrtting, and villi* 
tng my French friencb. 

Among the lectnres, there was one given by Monsieiir 
Donne, at the College of France. It was rather a supple* 
mentary lectare, illostrating some previous ones, ^ick 
lie ddivers in the day. The experiments he made wem 
intended to show the circulaticm of the blood, and thef 
nuoceeded capitally. The olnect was aoeompUsbed by 
means of an ins^umeat, called the oxy-hydrogen micro* 
•cope. It is a species of magpie-lantern. The lighi^ 
which is intense, is produced by the ignition of a piM^ 
of charcoal, and directing upon it jets of oxygen and by* 
drogen. The objects to be viewed are then placed in a 
pn^r situation, and their reflection, highly magnified 
with a powerful microscope, is thrown upon a wfaito 
field. The disc was nearly three feet in diameter. The 
tongue of a frog, exposed in this manner, was shown m 
perfectly, that every vein and artery were distinctly visi- 
ble, and also the minute follicles upon it. Another extai*- 
bition was the tongue of a live frog. The blood could 
be plainly seen rushing through the veins with great ra« 
pidity, and a great deal swifter in the arteriea. This, 
too, proved conclusivdy, that the blood is formed of 
minute globules ; for in the large veins they could be ob^ 
oerved rolling over one another, and tumbling along like 
the waves of a river. Many of the veins were of so 
omall a size, that one of these globules was too large to 
pass with ease ; and for two at a time, a passage was 
Qtterly impossible. The feet of files, their proboeoei^ 
«pittgs and other parts, liee and similar insects, w«o 
«hown in this way. The oolonm of a biittecijhi wiaf 
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vere perfectly displayed, and with exquisite beauty. "Qe 
has just begun bis course^ and I intend to folloir him 
regnlarly in future. 

The Photo Electric Microscope is a new instrument, at 
least to me. It is somewhat on the same plan as the 
oxy-hydrogen microscope, a description of the action of 
which has been just given. In this instrument light is 
produced not by two gases, but by burning a piece of 
charcoal with a galvanic batter]^, composed of alternate 
plates of zinc and charcoal, wmch is much more power* 
nil tiian the usual battery of zinc and copper. 

I went to another of Coste's lectures to-day, and wish 
that you could hear him. Modesty must never stand in 
the way of science ; and, for the sake of listening to this 
celebrated man, one might be excused for overlooking^ 
the many natural and unavoidable indelicacies connected 
with the subject of his investigations. It does seem 
queer though, even in France, to see women attendingr 
lus lectures with remarkable regularity. 

Sunday evening. For the first time, since I have been 
in Paris, I have been to church — that is, a disseniinff 
church ; and I think most probably that it will be the 
last. This church is the English Episcopal, and the 
bishop of Paris is the officiating clergyman. Chi arriving 
there, I found, in order to obtain admittance, that it was 
necessary to iusfa ticket This, I thought, was strange. 
However, I paid my franc — the price nearly of a seat in 
the pit of a theatre—and gave my ticket to a door-keeper 
sort of person, who pointed me to a seat. Were I to live 
in Paris, and had no other choice, I should certaiiiJy wor- 
ship with the Catholic in preference to the Episcopalian, 
for more reasons than one. They get but few converts, 
I think, at that price. I heard prayers read with a lan- 
guishment most efficacious in putting half the audience 
to sleep. The sermon, which, if a ^' boughten one," must 
have been cheap, succeeded in procuring repose for the 
remaining portion of the assembly, with the exception 
of many impenetrable people, who were continually going 
out, during the whole service of two hours and a half, to 
the number, I suppose, of forty at least. This I should 
have done myself, but, in the spirit of yankeedom, I was 
resolved to get the value of the consideration stipulated 
in the bargain at the door. 
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After this nnpleaaaiit episode, I was fafiiy in order to 
reooFer my good hamoiir, to go to the Palais Boval, which 
is opened on Sundays only, for the inspection of strangers 
wi1& passports, and natives with billets or tickets. This 
edifice is remarkable more for the evente that have 
occnrred within its walls, than for anything it now con- 
tains. It possesses, however, some fine pictures, which 
amply repay examination. 'The most carioas article is a 
table--4tboat the size of oar card-tables, when shat— the 
ttm of which, on a careless observation, woald seem to be 
01 marble. A deliberate inqaisition discovers it to be 
formed of petrified wood. 

The Louvre, in addition to many of the works of the 
«ld masters, contains, as is well known, those of living 
artists, deposited for inspection. A similar exhibition is 
made daring two or three months every year. Among 
tSiem is an excellent portrait of oar minister to this court, 
Mr. King of Alabama, painted by Healy, of Boston, 
Massachasetts. The likeness is admirable ; no one can 
see it without being struck with its fidelity. Mr. Healy's 
reputation has extended to the throne, and the king pays 
a delicate compliment, at once to oar coontrymen and 
oar country, in commissioning him to present to him on 
canvas the feataies of some of our most distinguished 
citizens. 

From time to time I have remarked upon some of the 
valuable public institutions with which France abounds. 
One of them is the Veterinary School at Alfort. There 
are two others at Lyons and Toulouse. Though this one 
at Alfort has less land and smaller accommodations than 
the others, it is their eqaal in the number of pupils and 
patients. The former are limited to three hundred 
between the ages of sixteen and twenty-five. The fee is 
tiiree hundred and sixty francs per annum. Forty are 
placed there by the minister of war, and are destioed for 
the department of cavalry. Qualifications for entrance 
consist in a knowledge of reading, writing, arithmetic, 
grammar, and smith's work. The regulations are rigid 
in the extreme; indeed the pupils are almost under 
military discipline. They are compelled to rise at five 
o'clock — six in winter-^o to bed at nine, wear a regular 
omform, &c. Permission to leave the yard is obtained 
but seldom ; one detected in scaUng the iralls and gping 
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id Hm tiff, or ^cwwiiere, k paniiAtfd If expulsion. ' A 
•OMnKNi TptaMf 18 solitary confiDement lor two or mof9 
4lay«. The yovag' man who eondocted ns roand ihe 
premises, rtiowed ns liie swine that were fed on ihe flesb 
of the dead horses, that had been killed tiiere ; and com- 
pbdnedy that the government was trying an experiment 
vpon them ; to me the experiment appwed to be tried 
«pon the pnfnls. For these creatares, after being fattened 
fknn on animate diseased, were afterwards served up for 
'file dinners of the students. As yet, he stated, no ill 
result had followed, the stomach having proved to be an 
alembic, where the gastric juices removed infections 
qnalities. I foriwre some remarks, which were rising to 
my tongue, from a tender respect to the dinner, on wfaicb 
ke was to regale that day. 

The appearance of these yonng men was very pre* 
possessing; infiuitedy superior to that of the Frmb 
students, who frequent tiie Paris hospitals. When they 
enter the army, they becOToe nnder-o£3ce», and tie 
ehief veterinary sui^eon ranks with lieutenants. The- 
Jnst is a recent advantage obtained with very great 
iifficuliy, having been most straiiuously opposed in tha 
House of Peen. The course of study requires a period 
of four yeare for its completion. The patients are horses^ 
dogs, and homed animals. These are visited every 
tnoming by the phymcian attended by the students. The- 
•tobles are perfectly clean, neat, and ornamented wMii 
bright brass. In one of ibem I saw a case of pneuaoniA4 
Jit the indication of the phjrneian, we anscalted tiis 
beast, and heard distinctly the tuhcrepUant rdie. It wa» 
iSbe first time I ever thought of thus examining a honMu 
£veiything is on the same scientific plan. The anateny 
of tkat animal has almost itie same nomenclature, as thin 
kuman. Twelve pupils serve as mght-watdiers of tiieee 
creatures, and receive all that may come, having fractmnsi^ 
doolies, or any other disease. Among otiier cnriositien 
Ihere was a dog afflicted witii chorea, or St. Vitn^ 
flasce, and a cow with phthisis. Dogs pay ten cents m 
Hay, and horses fifty, for mediod attendance Bad 
nourishment. In tiie operation of ^nicking" horses^ 
Instead of making mmerous sections of the nMMcle on Urn 
iss&de of the tail, as is practised by iiie Englurib and 
Jmenenns, ihe Fiwck reoMve tiie vnsols sntinly.^ fbi4 
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There is a iae Aaatovieal CBimet, irhich -we'il repi^ 
ft lovor of CoBparative Anatomy ; bestdea oae of Patiio^^ 
logical Anatomyy exhibiting BpeeimeDS of cakuH, 9skm* 
sarcoma^ and other maladies. 

Thus far I iiav« BientioBed portknis of tbe eatttblish- 
ment, ^vrlrich may be conaideied mtereetiog' end agreeable 
to all. Bat there is another department^ which does not 
possess ,tbia recommendation^ and tiaongh a very useful 
feature in tbe ioatitalioii certainly^ I eaa aeaniely/dare to 
say that it is necessary. I refer to the operations that 
are made upon 'the living animals. I will give yoxi some 
description of them, and if it shodoi yoor feelings, and 
makes your bipod run cold, my jastifieatioa is, that aoidi 
things are, and shonld be told aad known* Let the 
antiiors of fictitious cxtielties answer for fSieir loathsome 
delineations, whose immediate tendbicy is to harrow i^p 
the sensibilities of the soul, make the reades wi«fcched fos 
the time, and afterwards ealloas to veal saffi^risg, and aQ 
lor what ? Would yon believe it ? — for amiaeaiest ! 

The government provides poor old w<»iiront horses fl>r 
the use of the students, to accustom them to operate^ mii 
give them &cility of execitionu The unhappy* createie 
18 led in, snorttng and trerabliag^at llie sight of and imdl 
of blood aixMind. Before he has time to raoover from hi» 
amazement, -his legs ai» drawa firmly togetiier> and he i* 
tiaown to the gioand. A vope is twisted wi& a stick 
around his upper lip, so .that hia head ie pexfeatigF 
commanded. He lies prostrate and powerless. A dozen 
pupils leap upon him, and begin their horrid opera- 
tions. With red-hot iron its skin is cauterized in 
every part of the body, where the cautery is ever 
applied. One cuts off two inches of the tail, a second 
two more, another takes out the muscle, and a fourth 
a bone, till that member! is entirely gone. Every 
variety of shoe is put upon him, his hoofs are cut to the 
quick, experimental nails are driven in^ as if they were 
accidental, and dug out again. Imaginary wounds are 
probed. The ears are then cut out, the eyes extracted. 
Every artery in the body is ''taken up," operations for 
tenotomy performed, besides many other acts of refined^ 
scientific torture. In the meantime, the poor helpless 
animal struggles and flounders, sighs, weeps, groanB> 
screams. He cannot move, llie blood oozes from a 
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liuidred orificesy ^^ those poor dumb monthf/' tiU finally 
deattiy the angel of merey to tiie miaerable among men 
and beasts, comes to his relief :*- 

f And th* d'erloadad sUTe flingi down his burden 
From hit gaU*d •houlden, and* when the cruel tyrtn 
With all his impe, and tools of torture round him, 
It meditating new* unheard-of hardihipst 
Mockt hit short aim and, quick as tiunif^t, Meapes^ 
Where tyrants rex not* where the weary are at rest.** 

Who would be an omnibas horse P A fair retort is> 
who woald be a manP Ay> there have been men, re- 
member that! and thoosands of them too^ who have 
inflicted worse torments than these, even on their 
fellow-men. Is it possible P And what for? For 
religions and political creeds— ^cat^e they differed in 
opinion, thaCs all! 

In tins way a dozen horses are sacrificed twice a week ; 
— ves, for years — ^twice a week— -from five in the morning 
till five in the evening, this dreadful butchery is going on* 
What think you of ''the Choarinear*' in the Mysteries of 
Paris? ''Tmth is stranger than fiction"—- no news to 
me, I assure you* Horses with glanders are more fortn- 
iiate* They are killed immediately. No operations are 

EerfctfjMd upon them now from fear, one of the pupils 
avttbl AM last yea^ of this as yet incurable disease, 
•cointnoied in his explMiftlttits. 
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ComptriMB of th* PariiUa and American Priioiu. Soeiety for the Aid 
of Boys quitting the House of Correction. Soeiety for the Aid of 
AlMuidoned Girls leaving the House of Correction. 

Having completed my intended description of the yarioiiB 
prisons of the city where vice is prevalent to sach an 
extent, though the account has been already too minnte 
perhaps, yon must allow me to make a comparison, in a 
new region, where multitudes of institutions are ^et to 
be erected, the most minute and apparently insignificant 
points of information may have a value ; and on this ac* 
count a review, however superficial, of a few circnm* 
stances connected with this great subject^ may not be out 
of place. 

The well-being of society demands, that means shall 
be adopted to separate its good elements from the bad; 
but humanity at the same time requires that the measures 
resorted to should be as lenient as possible, consistent 
with security. Another thing is not to be neglected. 
All the bitter dregs must not be strained out of the cup 
of the delinquent ; his condition must not be rendered al- 
most if not quite enviable to the destitute innocent man, 
who has not qualified himself by crime to taste the com- 
forts, which sometimes surround the convict. Yet this 
has t»ken place, where charity has mistaken her vocation, 
and left her proper sphere to feed the criminal with luxu- 
ries beyond the power of the honest labourer. 

In point of strength there can be little difierence be- 
tween the prisons of Paris and our own. The former are 
universally constructed of stone, but ours have the ad- 
vantage of them in firmness of material, as nothing is 
quite equal to the everlasting granite, of which the 
American structures are principally composed. «The 
security of prisoners is perfectly well guaranteed by nu« 
p 
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merons doors and intricate passages, by walls snrroondf^ 
ing many of them, and by numberless sentinels, which, 
the vast military force, now idle, enables the French. 
Grovemment to maintain. Escape is absolutely impossi- 
ble without corruption on the part of the sentinels or 
jailers. The walls are nrach loftier than those of similar 
institutions in the United States, and a longer ladder 
would be requisite to scale them ; ours, on the contrary, 
toay be surmounted by the help of two or three barrels 
placed on one another, or any similar oontrivance. A 
;great defect noticed in the general construction of the 
buildings here lies in the manner of fastening the cells; 
^ach one requiring to be separately locked. They are 
fastened by a bolt and a lock : and in some of them, for 
•example, in the Maison Cerdrale d* Education Correctionelle, 
a long entry traverses its entire length ; and into this all 
&e doors open. To fasten them is the duty of three men. 
One shoves the bolt ; another arranges a bolt connected 
with the lock, which consists of another bolt, a part of 
which enters into the door lock, like the hasp of a trunk. 
'The third man turns the key. The means of securing the 
-cell doors employed iii the tjnited States are much prefer- 
able, consisting of a single bar of iron running through 
&e whole range of cells, which it fastens by one opera- 
tion. Beside the superior expedition of this process, the 
security too is greater, because this bolt cannot be 
moved unless every door is shut. But here, in the hurry 
of locking up, a door might be accidentally omitted. The 
long bar therefore might supersede with advantage the 
use of separate bolts, which however are generally snJBEL-« 
•cient to secure the prisoner with all necessary safety. - 

Less regard to neatness and ventilation is seen wifSun 
the prisons here than in America. The entry walls and 
^floors, being of brown stone, easily conceal the dust and 
^cobwebs, that adhere to them; these would only be 
brought into relief by the white- washed apartments of an 
American penitentiary. Neither is sufficient attention 
paid to the cleanliness of the convicts. All wash in an 
open fountain, and wipe themselves on a handkerchief, or 
coat sleeve. All wear their beards entirely a lapatriarchSp 
and therefore reauire no barber. In opposition to Sterne^ 
I am constrainea to say ^* they do not manage these things 
better in France." 
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In the ffovemment of the inmates of French prisons ft 
degree of ieniip is shown unknown in oars, and I think 
foi^nately so for ns, as excessive indulgence must very 
seriously impair the utility of imprisonment. The con- 
versation, which is permitted among the prisoners by the 
rales, while they are at work, as well as in the hours of 
fecreation, when all are together without restraint, 
foments disturbances; produces quarrels among them^ 
•elves not unfreqneutly ending in death; insurrections 
against the authorities and occasionally a general meet* 
ing. The labour imposed in American prisons is more 
«evere, and does not therefore render special seasons for 
•exercise at all necessary. The government indeed begins 
to think better of the solitary principle, and attempte in 
the construction of recent buildings to conform to it as 
much as possible. Considerable difficulty is felt in the 
introduction of trades, which will admit the employment 
of strength sufficient to authorise the suspension of the 
established seasons of recreation. Stone-cutting is im- 
practicable, because that operation is performed here 
after the material is placed in the walls of edifices. This 
practice has obtained in consequence of its tender texture, 
which exposes it to be marred or spoiled in handling. 
Even the friction of the rope, employed to elevate it to 
its proper position, would inflict a serious injury. 

In the ptmishment of misbehaviour, I think the French 
are not severe enough. One thorough correction, it 
«eems to me, is more effective than many slight ones. 
My own experience when at school 'adds force to this 
opinion. The lower animals afford illustrations of the 
same principle. A horse soon becomes insensible to per^ 
petnal slight cuts of the whip, especially when adminis- 
tered with the characteristic gentleness of lady eques- 
trians, whose most efficient hshes are those of their 
€ifes. Thus according to the old doggerel. 

At first he starts and winees> 
Then presently he minoes. 
Till fast asleep and dreaming^ 
He thinks all driyers women. 

I dislike exceedingly to see an nnruly criminal pni 
Into a place of solitary coniinement for twelve or twenty- 
fJKir or even forty-eight hows. Let him stay there, till it 
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iMComes decidedly disagreeable and irksome, and really n 
pnnishment ; till the culprit feels a little hungry on lus 
stiiited allowance of bread and water, and his bones 
b^in to ache with reposing on the soft side of a pins 
board; till the penalty shall be sufficient to hinder at 
least, if not prevent, the recurrence of a similar ofience. 
The kind-hearted directors have forbidden the master of 
the Boston House of Correction from keeping any of his 
turbulant subjects in solitary confinement longer than a 
definite period without a special order from them ; and 
what is the con8e(]^uenceP Why, all the prisoners know 
Tery well this restnction of his powers, and, though the 
same efficient person remains at the helm, — ^whose place 
could not be easily supplied — ^there is not the same good 
order as before. At the end of the period prescribed, he 
is obliged to release the stubborn spirit, that has offisnded 
his authority, and now defies and laughs at his limited 
punishment. The infliction of the cat is not known im 
tiiese prisons; and I question if it is used in similar 
establishments in the United States at the present time, 
though it was not abolished in the Massachusetts prison, 
when I visited it several years ago. A degradation is 
attached to it, which has compelled reflecting men to 
seek some other instrument of equal power to subdue a 
rebellious nature. The shower-bath, so efficacious;, 
especially in the case of women, is not employed here. 

l!\ie frequent visits of friends seems to me to be an evik 
Such often repeated communication promotes the con- 
tinuance of old plans of action, and the maturation of 
new ones to be executed after their release. Instead oi 
repentance, a feeling of anger, and perhaps revenge, is 
cherished both against the laws and the witnesses of the 
government. This permission ought surely to be cauti- 
ously and rarely granted. 

The food of the convicts, though good, is inferior to that 
in the American penitentiaries, which I have visited. 
The bread is generally black, but well risen and whole- 
some. The quantity of meat is very limited, and given 
much more rarely than with us. Nothing but water is 
used for drink, if a light soup is excepted, which may 
answer the purpose of a beverage. Few objectii(ms 
however of any great importance can be alleged against 
1&mt general treatment, except the extraordinary dis^ 
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tkiciion made between tbe rich and poor convict. Stnmy 
encoaragement is held oat to the thief to do a large 
bailnessy provided he sacceeds in retaining the propeitjr 
stolen by concealment, or making a deposit of it in the 
hands of a comrade. The horrors of a prison retire before 
him into ^e apartments of the small felons, who have 
committed petty larcenies perhaps to save themselves or 
fkmilies from starvation. The music of his gold sommons 
around him many of the comforts of a private mansion ; 
and very likely he finds little difference between them, 
except the superior size, more numerous attendants, and 
greater amount and variety of company in his new home. 
The brown bread of government is not for his consump- 
tion, as he prefers a nice white roll with good sweet 
butter. In many of the prisons he is not obliged to 
labour, if he will pa^ a small daily sum, which the gen- 
teel criminal will of course prefer to do ; if he works at 
all, it must be for exercise, as a substitute for his cus- 
tomary diurnal promenade in the Broadway of Pari»— 
the Boulevards. He disdains to wear the coarse shirts 
and other garments of the ordinary convict, and can by 
no means think of divesting himself of the principal and 
most envied marks of a gentleman — the superfine broad-' 
doth. Without these accustomed luxuries he would be 
unhappy perhaps, and the pursuit of happiness he consi- 
ders to be not only his inalienable privilege, but positive 
duty. It is not very common indeed to witness an 
extent of luxury, like this ; but it is common to see a 
vast distinction made between the poor and wealthy 
criminal here and elsewhere. Even in the galleys, those 
who are sentenced for life, and possess rich friends, are 
much better off, than they who are destitute of their 
commanding influence. The sentence of the highest 
offenders, such as assassins for example, are thus vir- 
tually modified in their favour, if they are fortunate in 
the possession of powerful connections, while others 
under adverse circumstances, are punished with unrelent- 
ing severity. 

Two Societies are connected with the prisons, whose 
object is indeed benevolent, but whose success, as well 
as that of many similar associations, with which I have 
been acquainted, falls far below their excellent intentions 
and deserts. If the good seed, which has been wasted 
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Ob stony places and among i^orns and briars, had been* 
scattered always upon good ground, tbere would bave 
been sheaves enough produced to banish all inevitable^ 
want from the world. If we have the poor always with 
vs, we have their counterfeits in equal numbers, who 
are^ it must be acknowledged, the greatest orators of the 
two. And these ''counterfeit presentments" play their 
parts with far superior success. For everybody knows^ 
^t no real misery ever levied such enormous contriba- 
tions on a sympathising community, as the nightly actor» 
of fictitious distress. A certain style of acting amon§^ 
the poor, as well as rich, seems to hit the public taste ; 
ttid money is often given outside the theatre, as well as 
within, to the performance^ rather than the player. Un- 
questionably the benevolent are frequently deceived, for 
msy cannot prevent their ears from standing open te^ 
every cry, and the most importunate, though least de» 
serving, is apt to drown the rest. As one is also able ta 
hear, where he cannot see, he is in danger from snch 
impulses of making many blunders in the dark. 

This morning, in reading a report of the trials, I 
noticed the sentence of two women committed to the 
House of Correction for thus abasing the tender feelxng» 
of their sex. The first solicited alms for herself and 
floffering babe, which she carried wrapt up in her bosom. 
Bat the helpless little innocent was discovered on exa* 
mination to be only a child of worn out cloth and straw. 
-—Was [not this a case of a person literally reduced to 
rags ? The other, whose appearance denoted her to be 
on the point of confinement, frequented the public streets, 
and as often as a well-dressed woman passed, more 
especially if she was in a similar condition, she became 
fmddenly overtaken with labour pains. Unable to pro* 
oeed, and too destitute to hire a vehicle, she was kindly 
provided with money for that purpose, as well as tc>- 
purchase the commodities which her situation and pover- 
ty required. Her case being investigated, the inten»t]n|r 
protuberance was found to be prodaced by a frame of 
wicker basket work, which very nicely imitated the 
delicate peculiarity of women Yet notwithstanding 
these, and a multitude of similar instances, I am coi^ 
"vinced, that with a moiety of the caution exercised in 
jQian'B ordinary bosiBessy he may bestow tdl the chaiH^f 
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he has a heart to give, at an exceedingly slight hazard 
of deception. And in the two anecdotes just related, it 
is abandantly apparent, with what wonderfal ease the 
mystery was nnraveled. To tell the troth, the examples 
of imposition are in exact proportion to the indolence of 
the giver, and the direct oonseqaences of his laziness and 
culpable want of caution. Sach a state of things is ex« 
esedingly favoarable to the parsimonious, who commoaJ^ 
are most eloquent about impostors, as their number m 
just large enough to serve them with an everlasting ar* 
gument against alms-giving. 

Tbe two Societies which I was about to mention, nm 
La Societe de Paironage des Jeunes Liberes de la Seinep 
and La Societe de Paironage pour les Jeune$ Filies 9§r 
delaissees. The former has the care of the boys from the 
House of CorrectioD, just mentioned, after exit ; and tiM 
latter the poor abandoned girls, when released from con^ 
finement. Monsieur de Lamartine is president (tf tte 
latter that of the former is Monsieur B^ranger, peer of 
Fnaice. Of the Society for girls I possess nomfcMrmatioiis 
but tiie other was founded 1833 to watch over Ite 
youth in prison, and aid and encourage them after their 
enlargement. Every member is au active one, and ha^ 
always one or two under his care, toward whom he acts 
as guurdian, procuring him labour, overseeing his lie* 
haviour, assisting him with advice, and if necessary witk 
money. This is bestowed b)r government, and the b»« 
Bevolence of members. To this Society it is in a great 
measure owing, that tiie number of committals has 
diminished to the extent which I have in a former letter 
described. Prizes are every year awarded for good be- 
haviour, and a report of the Society pubUsfaed. Con- 
nected with the department of the Seine are two oth^ 
Houses of Correction for small offences, and for the su{h 
pression of mendicity; but tiiey are in tiie adjoisiogt 
towns, beyond the limits of Paris. 
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Chnrditt St, Denii. The Sepulehreof tfaeFreiidiSovei«igiii. Tomb 

of Lafayette. Pare la Chaise. 

A FEW days ago, leaving the dust and tamnlt of the city 
behind me, by help of the great locomotive principle of 
the day— not steam — bat omnibns power, I soon passed 
walls, boalevards, barriers and fortifications, and foond 
myself in the town of St. Denis, two leagues north of 
Paris. The celebrity of this little place, which has not 
more than five thousand inhabitant, is entirely owing 
to a Benedictine Abbey, foanded in 250, and to the selec- 
tion of this church as the barial-place of the French 
Idngs. The original edifice, which contained the ashes 
of the first king known to be buried here, Dagobert, son 
of Ghilperic, was supplanted by another, built by Dago- 
bert I., and by still another, erected by Pepin, father of 
Charlemagne. All these have foundations. It was then 
rebuilt by Suger, the abbot of the monastery, in 1144. 
Two towers of this structure still remain. The rest, as 
it now exists, was added by St. Louis and his successor 
between the years 1250 and 1281. This venerable church 
suffered severely during the revolution. The bodies of 
the royal line, which had down to that period been there 
interred, were in 1793, by order of the barbarous Conven- 
tion, disinterred, and thrown into two large trenches dug 
near. In 1795, the leaden roof was stripped off, and ano- 
ther decree passed to raze to the ground this the most 
beautiful monument of the architecture of the time. 
Fortunately this order was not obeyed. Napoleon, 
in 1806, gave directions for the restoration of the 
buildings; since that time the work has been going 
on, and though more than six hundred thousand poundi 
have been expended, it is yet unfinished. The monu- 
ments of the kings have been renovated, new glass has 
supplied the place of the old, which had been destroyed, 
and it now asserte its claim to be one of tiie most ^egant 
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edifices in an arcbitectaral riew^ and the most samptaoii» 
in its decorations, in the kingdom. The walls and 
ceilings are literally encrusted in gold. The omamentu 
are intended to be as near fac-similes of the originals, as 
possible, some specimens of which, accidentally foand, 
■enring as models. There are very few pictares to be 
wen, but the various shrines are enriched with old scnlp* 
tares in oak and statues in stone. Many of the crosses 
are of gretit antiquity, and the avant-altars are composed 
of beautiful mosaic. Around the church are numerous 
monuments of the most magnificent description. Any 
account of them would be unprofitable; first, because 
they have so often been well described ; secondly, because 
the most perfect description would be useless. They 
must be seen to be understood. The sacristy is embel- 
lished with many pictures by the best living painters, 
which represent the most important events in the history 
of the church. It contains, likewise, a bronze chair of 
King Dagobert. The vaults are extremely curious, for 
there are the ashes of the French monarchs, and the 
monuments erected to their memory, most of them with 
statues, and many of them taken from life. Among them 
is a tomb, closed with bronze doors, made by Napoleon 
for himself. Death is certain, but the sepulchre is the 
sport of fortune, and in this monument now repose the 
ashes of Louis XVI. and XVIII., Marie Antoinette, and 
some others of the elder branch of this family. The in« 
scription on one monument in the nave of the church 
particularly attracted my notice. It stated that there 
lay John, son of Ludovicus, who migrated to Christ in 
the year 1 247. Man is truly a bird of passage. 

The vespers gave me an opportunity to hear the new 
organ lately erected. It is the largest, and, since the 
loss of that in St. Eustache by fire, the best in France. 
The power is immense, and, when played in full force, 
shook the whole edifice. The echoes around the vaults, 
and through the lofty aisles, were extremely fine. The 
reed notes I noticed to be particularly excellent, the 
hautboy and clarionet stops imitating those instruments 
with surprising exactness. Among the priests who of- 
ficiated, one of the bishops, a fine looki bg man, was 
pointed out to me, as a natural son of Louis XVIII. 

After this hasty description of the final resting place of 
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xoyaltjTy tfa« hMtre of whose fanM, too often dimmed Iff 
wd aetions, caanot be heightened by marble monumeote^ 
or f<dden inacriptiona, come with me, and view the tomb 
of one, whote character was ao apotless, and life so pnre^ 
that eyen hia enemies are nnable to find any thing for 
blame. Leave behind tiie ideas of greatness derived froxD 
tiie contemplation of overshadowing gothic baildings^ 
gilded walls, painted windows, and monnments of mar* 
ble. Forget the name of king, and remember only, that 
''an honest man is the noblest work of God." Divest 
yourself of the impressions produced at St. Denis, or — ^if 
yoa most take them with yon, — bring them for contrast 
only, as the painter introduces the dark background in^ 
his work, merely to project with greater strength the pe« 
cnliar features of his picture. To see the remains of th& 
greatest man, that France has produced in modem times, 
and the purest of public characters ; of one who preserved 
Us integrity untanushed, notwithstanding the cormptioa 
around him, 

«< I Faithftil found 

Among the fUthleu, faithful only he I 
Among innumezable falie^ unmoy'd ;" 

one of tiie very few, who figured during the scenes of the 
BevolutioD, whose name is venerated by the people of 
France, esteemed by Britons, and embalmed in the heart» 
of Americans; whither shall we go? He reposes not by 
tiie side of the kings at St. Denis. Shall we seek him at 
the Hdiel des InvaUdes under 1^ grand dome, where 
sleep the ashes of Napoleon? Shall we look for him in 
the magnificent Cemetery of Pire la Chaise f Simple in 
his habits, and unostentatious to a remarkable degree iik 
his maimers during life, it is not in such places that be 
would desire to lay his bones in death. Accompany me^ 
then, to the Rue de Picpus, in a retired quarter of the 
dty. Here at No. 15, in the private cemetery connected 
fonnerly with a convent of me order of St. Augustine^ 
bat now a boarding school conducted by the same order, 
yon will be shown a tomb covered with a double slab oT 
black stone, such as is used for a similar purpose in the 
United States. These two slabs are united by a cross^ 
•Ad OA eadi am iascription is cat. No white marble— no 
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golden letters. Co&trast this with the momiiiicBt ei 
gjparaheim at Moont Aabnrn, eo renowned as a model af 
simplicity. Compare its scrolls and carviogy tiie golden 
letters^ with the one before you of ordinary stone, abso» 
lately denied the least ornament whatever. Beadits 
plain inscription, in harmony with the res^ with moists 
ened eyes and beating heart : — 

M. J. P. E. Y. G. BL 

LAFAYETTE, 

Lieutenant'General, Membre de la Chambre dM DepntCa 

n6 II Ghayaniae Haate Loire 

De YI Sept MDCCVU. 

Mari6 Le XL AttU MDCCLXXIY. 

▲ 
M. A. F. de NOAILLES 

Dec6d6 II FUris le XX Mai 
MDCCCXXXIV. 

BaQUIlSOAS XH YAoa. 

On the other slab a similar inseription records the decease 
of his wife, who died December 24th, 1807. 

Now read a description of the royal vaalts at St. DeniSh. 
''The walls of the royal vaults are cased with black 
marble, and ornamented with stone pilastres ; the pave» 
ment is of white and black marble, the cofBns, some ol 
which are covered with black or violet-colonred velveft 
with ornaments of gold or silver, are placed on iroft 
bars." The tomb of Francis L, and Glande of France^ 
erected in 1550, after the designs of Philibert Delorme, i» 
most snmptnoas. The effigies of Francis and CUuida 
repose on a superb cenotaph, ornamented with a fnem 
representing the battles c^ Marignan and CerisoUes.— * 
Here the cenotaph rises a grand "arch, enriched wiib 
arabesques and basso relievos. Sixteen fluted columns 
support the entablature, above wUch are placed iSw 
statues of white marble in a kneeling posture, vis.^ 
Faucis I., Claude his qaesM, tie Daaplun and the dakt^ 
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df Orleans^ hit som, and Charlotte, tiie daughter. Now, 
what think yoa of a black stone with an honest name 
mpon it; and a lostroos white marble, enriched with 
gold and stataary, with names like these inscribed? 
OoB, exposed to the elements, bit looking np through 
tiie pare air into the deep sky, and clasped by the bend- 
ing and mercifal heavens; the other protected by a 
fretted canopy of gold, the atmophere loaded with in- 
tense, and the sacred oriflamme waving overhead. 

In connection with this subject, it may be in place to 
ffive some notice of tiie feelings inspired by a view of 
%at cemetery, of which all have heard, and which is one 
of the first places visited by a stranger. A particnlar 
description I shall not attempt, for it is familiar to every 
one. The great interest that has been taken daring 
the last few years through the United States in the for- 
mation of cemeteries, has caused it to be frequently 
aketched, and the works of ever^ tourist will give a 
more or less accurate notion of it. As a whole I was 
igreatly disappointed. Every thing solemn loses in the 
hands of the French its grave character. The churches 
with their gilding and pictures resemble the theatres far 
more than places for divine worship. This is particularly 
predicable of those of recent constraction, such as 
L*eglise St. Vincent de Faule, and Le Notre Dame de 
Jborette, which are shown to strangers, as worthy of 
high approbation. So with the cemeteries, and that of 
Pere La Chaise, of which I am now writing. The street 
leading to it from the ''Place de la Bastille*' is well 
calculated to prepare the mind for a visit. This avenue 
is occupied by dealers in tomb-stones and funereal gar- 
lands, and so large a quantity of sepulchral architecture 
is spread along the sides of the way, though g^ierally 
without inscriptioos, as almost to make one think, he 
has already entered the precincts of the consecrated 
ground. A large gateway, however, marks the entrance. 
The gate posts are of stone, plain, with the exception of 
the carved torches, which form the comers, and the in<^ 
scriptions on one of *' Spes iUorum immortaUtate plena 
est, Sapient III. IK ;*' and on the other, " Qui credit 
in me, etiam si mortuus fuerite, vivet, Jean IL** The 
gates are of oak. One soon loses the solemn feelings, 
which he experienced in his walk hitiier. He finds him- . 
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self in a oemetery, where rests the merchants of Faris; 
whose tombs sabeerve the double purpose of displayingt 
tiie wealth of the family of the deocAsed, and, as an 
advertisementy or sign, for his successor in business. 
One for instance bore an inscription like the following: — 

"Here lies butcher i n - street, numbe r , 

&c. This tomb is erected by his affectionate son ana 
sQCcessor in business at the old stand." The multitudef 
of monuments at first fill one with astonishment, and are 
put into the ground without any form or re^arity. 
Some are even, othen uneven; they are set sidewise, 
comerwise, in any wise, that they can be packed. Ai^ 
oblong of eight feet by tiiree with a railing round and a 
monument within is succeeded by another oblong, 
another rail, another monument, and thus the entire 
cemetery is densely stowed, unvaried, except in the 
variety of the sepulchral architecture, and now and then 
a union of two, three, or four of these tn^tres, when 
some rich skeleton would not be contented witiiout a 
larger space to lie in. Between the tombs a narrow 
pass of six inches, or one foot wide, leaves room for a 
few stunted trees, and so the cedar and spruce have 
contrived to secure a foothold. 

If little taste is discovered in the general plan of Fere 
la Chaise, it is to be found in the tombs themselves 
separately. The monuments, when isolated, present 
beauties, which are hidden by their unfavourable situa* 
tion. They are of all sorts. The most remarkable, such 
as that of Heloise and Abelard, have been often described*. 
Some of later erection, and those, which for their ele« 
gance or peculiarities, struck my attention, I shall venture 
to sketch, trusting that I have selected such as have 
escai>ed general notice. 

It is astonishing to see, how man regards his last rest- 
ing-place. He, who was all his days content to live in* 
I)Overty in a garret, when dead, seeks for a mausoleun» 
of marble, to the erection of which the niggard savings 
of years are to furnish the means. He, who was satisfied 
to pass a lifetime in obscurity, desires a posthumous idi« 
mortality. Thus a poor epicier, who lived in a retired 
street, unknowing and unknown, upon his marble moiiU'* 
ment has placed his portrait, painted upon canvass, and 
protected from the winds and storms by a bell glass* 
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Often have caste in plaster of Paris, some painted; these 
may be foand in different states of decay ia all parts of 
tiie irroands. Others, who wish to live longer in the 
«yes of tiie world, have them in bronze iand marble of all 
ionds. 

As in all otiier places of a similar character, many of 
the monamants serve to show respect for the memory of 
tiie illastrioQS p arsonage, who there lies interred. Amongr 
tiiese that of Casimire Ferier, erected not many years ago 
by iiie city of Paris, is one of the most remarkable. Thi« 
monnment, situated very conspicooasly in the centre of 
« large enclosnre, was built by a pnblic subscription, to 
record their veneration for the great statesman and orator^ 
who for many years, in the highest situations of the 
l^ovemment^ and as prime minister in 1832, reflected 
Sononr upon his native city. On a lofby pedestal, on three 
-tides of which are allegories of Justice, Eloquence and 
Firmness, in basso relievo, and on the fourth an inscrip- 
tion worthy of his memory, stands his statue in bronze, 
it is a noble work of art. Oae, who officiates as 
ffuide around the cemetery, relates to Americans the 
rollowing anecdote: ''A few years since I accom- 
panied a party of Americans through the grounds. On 
•coming to this I remarked, that this statue is said by 
Americans to bear a very strong likeness to one of 
yonrmost distiuguished men, Daniel Webster. There 
were few remarks made, but, as we proceeded, one of 
the ladies informed me, that Daniel Webster warn 
•one of the party then present.*' I do not see any resem« 
blance myself. Another of more simplicity, raised by 
private subscription, is to the memory of the celebrated 
painter Glericault. The front of the tomb is ornamented 
by a cast in bronze of one of his best pictures^ which re« 

g resents a party of wrecked sailors on a raft. The sides 
ave sketches, cut in the free stone, of others of his works ; 
modbehind,— >wluchstrack me as in exceedingly bad taste^ 
«— the names of those, who contributed to its erection, 
are carefully preserved. Another, erected within a few 
years, records the death of a soldier. It is ornamented 
with castings of helmets, swords, cannon, spear heads^ 
te., and bears the inscription, '^ DScorum est pro patrim 
MortV* 
Others have inscriptions dictfttedbyfkmilyprideu One 
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teeords the death of Bobertson, an aorostat; upon ite 
«ide of whose lofty monament of white marble are bono 
reliSvos, representing a crowd witnessing a balloon ascen- 
Irion, boys climbing npon a fence, and old men lookjoflr 
ever their spectacles. Some English tombs record tiie 
death of people of high birth ; bat as they themsel?«% 
-daring life, never did any deed worthy of even the sluurt 
perpetaity of a tombstone, the names of all the di8tin« 
gaished in the family since its existence are emblazoned 
thereon. Moliere, so long denied a Christian burial, lies 
tranquilly at last under a beaatifal sarcophagus of white 
marble, supported by four colamns, and sarmounted by a 
vase. Near him La Fontaine, whose marble cenotaph, 
•crowned by a fox in black marble, is omameated with 
two basso relievos in bronze of the fable of the " Wolf 
and Stork," and the " Wolf and Lamb." 

Far more of the monuments record expressions of feel- 
ing and sentiment, in which this nation so far excel all 
others. It is not then surprising, that we find numerous 
tombs of the most beautiful, lovely, virtuous good of the 
«arth ; each of whom their friends fondly imagined to be 
the best. Many plain slabs, united by clasped hands, 
whose arms spring from the summit, perpetuate the vir* 
toes of a hasbaad and wife, whom " death had severed^ 
4Lnd death had united.** Another bears npon it under a 
bell-glass, a piece of embroidery, forming a wreath of 
IQowers, in the centre of which is the inscription, " To 
my sister,*' which would look much like a lamp-stand, if 
one did not see therein the beatings of a warm heart.-«i 
For the tomb of a dissenting minister a pillar of some ten 
feet of marble is elevated, surmounted by a cushion, on 
which is Ijdng an open Bible. The effect is very good.*— 
The monuments are mostly hollow, with iron doors, and 
variously adorned with windows of coloured glass in 
craciform, and other shapes. About the walls are in- 
flcriptions of the various members of the family deceased, 
Some contain busts ; others, small shrines, with crom, 
flowers, &c. ; and all, of every class and kind almost^ 
iiave numerous wreaths of artificial flowers, hanging 
npon the iron fences, or placed in glass cases. Some 
are quite filled with them, and little stataes of sainii 
imd praying children, in plaster. To many are attachedL 
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email poti of roseB^ pansiet, and other 
plants. 

Thna far I have described tbe graves of the ricb^ 
among whom, on neat slabs of white marble, with trae 
simplicity, I found two which particnlarly interested me. 
Thev> like me, had perhaps left kindred and friends be- 
hind, and tended by the hands of strangers, had died in a 
Ibreign land. The inscriptions are as follow :-* 

H E 

W ^n 

Bom in New York, June 21, 1824. 
Died in Paris, April 2, 1840. 

J J 

T n 

m % New York, le 14 Aodt, 1814. 
Hort ^ PariB,le 16 Janvier, 1845. 

Around them pote of fresh flowers and garlands showed 
that, though far remote from home, they still had friends 
to wateh over their remains. From the slab of the first 
I took the shell of a snail, which I found thereunto ad« 
hering, and shall bear it to the United States^ as a 
memorial of this visit. 

These are the wealthy, and their tombs are the '^ per- 
petual graves," where their bones will remain undisturbed 
for ever. Those who are not sufficiently rich to buy this 
right, are deposited in a quarter assigned them for the 
space of five years, when, being entirely decomposed, 
fbey are disinterred to make room for others. The third 
sort to be provided for are the poor, who are allowed the 
charity, shall I say luxury, of a grave for five years also. 
This class, however, have not a portion of land allotted 
them. A large trench is dug some four feet deep. I wit* 
nessed several funerals of this kind. The bodies (those 
which I iaw were infants), were borne, enclosed in a 
coffin of unpainted boards, and ^ wrapped in black, upon 
the shoulders of a sexton, behind whom followed the 
mourners. As he let the coffin down from his shoulders 
to the ground, the body slid from one end to the other 
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with a most unpleasant sound. The black cloth wa 
rudely polled away, and the coffin slipped down to the 
man below, who placed it in juxta-position with those 
already there. The mould of preceding generations was 
then scattered two or three inches thick upon the top, 
barely hiding it from sight. The uncovered side was im- 
mediately concealed from view by the next comer. Hav- 
ing filled up some distance, the dust was heaped upon 
them : the wooden cross painted black, having an inscrip- 
tion, was then fixed, as near as could be computed, to the 
spot where the body to which it belonged was laid, — ^the 
wreaths put upon it, and all was finished. 

For tve years the mourner can come to the sacred 
place, which contains the ashes of her departed relative, 
and bewail her loss. Beyond this time, affection cannot 
find the spofc, where the son or daughter, all that is dear 
in life, is placed. The poor mother cannot hope to lie 
after death by the side of her child. No inscription can 
perpetuate the memory of either. " Hie ei Vibique,^^ is 
written all over the ground, and obliterates all others. 
Death does not make all men eqnal. All men are not 
bom, neither do they die, equal. A life of suffering, toil 
and privation, is notenough. When death comes at a 
hospital, the poor patient, destitute of friends sufficienlty 
rich to bear the expense of a burial, looks forward in his 
last moments to no other grave but the dissecting room; 
at best, he cannot expect a rest of more than a few years in 
Christian ground. Is he the only, or greatest monster, who 
cuts the rich man*s throat to save himself, by wealth thus 
acquired, from abandonment to so cruel a fate? Sach 
thoughts chill the blood, and gladly have I arrived near the 
end of my sheet, so that I may be relieved for a while from 
refiection on the misfortunes of the poor. God grant, in 
his great mercy, that a similar condition of things may 
never obtain in our own country; and yet, from some 
things I have heard, I fear, that the public grounds in 
Tfew York are not much better conducted. In Boston 
even, philanthropic, moral Boston, the dead man cannot 
rest in peace. Tet shn too has her wealthy citizens, who 
have the courage, as they possess the money, to build in 
their lifetimes their own sepulchral monuments of Italian 
marble, oi: some other costly material, or else have in 
Q 
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tiieir wills more modestly directed fheir executors to do 
it for them. And while these palaces for skeletons are 
being erected, not only are those, whom misfortune sends 
to the city ^or-hoose, buried without a prayer, but they 
are placed m tombs, where they remain in quiet for a 
year at most. Every spring this is opened, the coffin 
mdely knocked to pieces, and burnt with the linen wind- 
ing sheet, when they are so fortunate as to get any, which 
18 rarely the case, and the bodies tossed together into a 
trench, and covered up. Boston has now a mayor, whose* 
human sympathies the weight of riches has not crushed. 
Let him look to this. If economy is the order of the day^ 
and a piece of beach land, or hill of sand, is too expen* 
sive, let the patients be deprived of a meal a week, and 
a fund of thirty pieces of silver will soon accumulate to* 
bay a Pottersfield, where the dead poor may no longer be 
disturbed in their last, and, in some cases, their first 
repose. In this respect, in the boasted land of liberty, 
let all be equal. 

Many have endeavoured to institute a comparison be-» 
tween Pere la Chaise and Mount Auburn, the beautifnl 
cemetery in the vicinity of Boston. Massachusetts. 
Scarcely any thing can be more absurd. If one should 
essay to compare St. Feter*s church at Rome with the 
Falls of Niagara, all would cry out at the obvious incon- 
gruity, Tet a similar parallel is attempted to be drawn in 
the former case. The beauties and grandeurs of art and 
nature can very seldom be brought into competition. It 
is easy, however, to point out the difference between 
them. In the case before us, one is distinguished by pos- 
sessing beauty in the whole; the other in particular 
parts. The general beauty of Mount Auburn strikes 
every beholder. Nature has done much, ay all, for her. 
Her varieties of hill and dale, of foliage, of ponds and 
rivulets, make her coup (fail most exquisite. Fere la 
Chaise says, I grant you all this advantage, and that yon 
appear charming at a distance ; but the ornaments yon 
wear, though superbly mounted, I confess, and seeming 
on a casual glance to be rich and costly, are p|Oor things 
after all. I do not, myself, make any pretension on ^e 
score of glittering gauds, and simulated gems. Indeed, 
my general appearance must be allowed to be somewhat 
unprepossessing; but if you will take the troable to 
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toamine me closely, yon will find me decked in jewels of 
great intrinsic value, with cameos of rare workmanship, 
mosaics, and antiques. 

The money that has been lavished on the monuments 
is enormous. Five million pounds is the estimate of an 
expense which cannot be accurately ascertained. For 
tb& great sum, you would look for something beautiful 
Md somptnous, and you will &id it. This computation 
Will oeasa to appear extmvagant, when it is rf membered^ 
that many of the monomenti are works (^ tin toA aoslp- 
tors of the country. 
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Royal TiMtitution of the Deaf and Dumb. Abbe de TEpee. Sicard. 
Royal Institution for the Blind. Artesian Well at Crenelle. Com- 
parison of the Royal Institution for the Blind, and the Asylum for 
the Blind, at South Boston. Thomas Handasyd Perkins. 

No matter what a man's taste or character may be, he 
can be gratified in Paris with admirable ease. Aspirations 
of the highest order, and propensities of the lowest, meet 
alike with their apropriate aliment. All sorts of desires may 
be removed with a promptness that will suit the temper 
of the impatient, and an elegance surpassing the concep- 
tions of the fastidious. The most perfect articles of 
eveiy description are constantly within the reach of one's 
hand, provided always that there is plenty of money in 
it ; for the wants of a volaptnons city have caused the 
globe to be ransacked for the choicest productions of 
every country ; the most recherche gems of nature and art 
are poured iuto her lap with luxurious profdsion. Napo- 
leon brought from his conquered cities the most celebrated 
works of the best masters, and made the Louvre a depot 
of chef'd'ceuvres. While the senses are thus catered for 
to an^extent, and perfection unknown elsewhere, — ^while 
the man of science and art, the lover of painting and 
poetry, sculpture and statuary, the gourmand and sen- 
sualist, realize all which their hearts can possibly desire^ 
whether lofty or low ; the votary of religion, the man of 
large heart, and expansive affections, of high and correct 
feelings also, finds the institution of religion and charity^ 
that kindle his ardent sympathies, and fill his soul with 
benevolent transport. None among them possess more in- 
terest for a philanthropist, than they which have for their 
object the care and education of those poor unfortunates^ 
who have been deprived of any of the senses, so indis- 
pensable to the performance of the duties and labours of 
life, and, without which, man is in danger of forfeiting 
bis rank as lord of this lower world. 
The Boyal Institution for the Deaf and Dumb is one of 
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the noble triumphs of modem times, and the Christian 
spirit over a portion of the nnmerons ills '* that flesh is 
heir to. I returned from a visit to it with gnreat satisfac- 
tion, and augmented respect for my fellow-man. It is 
not in human power to impart the " gift of tongnes," or 
the means of hearing the harmonious voices of creation 
to those who have been denied the appropriate organs ; 
but, as the water is made to ran from the brazen hands 
of the giant of the fountains at Versailles, so words of 
happiness and comfort, peace and love, as well as the 
language of poetry and wit, brilliant and sparkling as 
tiieir spray in the sun's rays, can be taught to flow f^om 
the fingers of the dumb. The tympanum of the closed 
ear may refuse to respond to sound; — ^no matter — the 
same blessed art conducts the bright electric current of 
thought along the opaque nerves to illuminate the dark- 
ness of the imprisoned intellect, and cause the heart to 
vibrate with the sharp alternations of grief and joy. 
Through these portals, thus opened, a communication is 
established between them and the outer world, and no 
longer, as in the case of the immortal bard of Paradise — 

** Is wisdom at one entrance quite shut out." 

This institution is one of the earliest, if not the very 
first of its kind, that ever existed. It originated in the 
capacious heart of the Abbe de L'Epee, a man without 
note, or wealth, or patronage. Like John Kryle, whose 
name is in danger of being eclipsed and forgotten by the 
immortal splendours of, the great poet*s *' Man of Boss," 
he did more with his narrow patrimony than others have 
accomplished with their millions. 

" Oh, say, what sums tluit generous hand supply ? 

What mines to sweU that boundless diarity ? 

Of debts and taxes, wife and children clear. 

This man possessed — ^five hundred pounds a year. 

Blush, grandeur, blush ! proud courts, withdraw your blaze I 

Ye little stars I hide your diminished rays.** 

This was the actual revenue of John Kryle ; it was 
also very nearly that of this whole-souled Abbe. He 
was not, indeed, the inventor of the language of the 
mutes. That honour belongs to Pedro de Ponce^ a Bene* 
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dietiiie ttonlc. Even tbe nynbetix he ttade use of was sooii 
8«peneded by hit pnpil Sicard. Bat the glory will always 
be 1^ of having given prominence to l^is particular ex* 
premion of philanthropy ; and, by hit singnlar devotioa 
to it of himself, and all that he poaaeesed^ of having 
coned it to become, what it now ie, one of the most 
favoured and interesting channels, through which good 
men may pour their love, thetr intellect, and weal<^. 
IVem his limited income of about five hundred pounds a 
y«ar, he reserved one-seventh to himself, the rest he con* 
sidered tiie patrimony of the deaf and dumb, to whom he 
80 sacredly ap{)lied it, that in the rigorous winter of 1788, 
when he was in his seventy-fifth year, he denied himself 
fuel, rather than intrench on the fund he had destined 
them. His housekeeper seeing IMs, led into his apart* 
ment forty of his pupils, who besought him with tears 
to preserve himself for their sakes ; but he would aft^r* 
wards say, in playing witii his scholars, ** I have wronged 
my children out of a hundred crowns." With these hun>^ 
ble means he undertook, at the outset, to maintain forty 
deaf and dumb pupils, and educate them in reading, 
writing, grammar, and thd reduction of the most meta- 
physical ideas to words. From this fteble commence* 
ment, generations since have almost literally learnt to 
spmk his praise; and one hundred and fifty sclK)lars, now 
belonging to the institution, bless his memory. 

In 1785, iMs charity, attracting the royal attention, 
was, by the mfluence of Marie Antoinette, made a de* 
pendence of the government ; whereupon the establish* 
ment was Iransferred to the Convent of Celestines, which 
bad been suppressed. In 1790 the good Abbe died, and 
the Abbe Sicard succeeded him, and introduced an im* 
proved system of instruction. Daring the Revolution 
the Institution w»s removed to its present eituation, in 
the Rue St. Jacques. At present it contains one hundred 
and six males, and forty-^ht female pupils ; the number 
of gratuitous seholaTS is limited to eighty. The only 
requisites for reoeption into this clam are satisfactory 
evidence of inability to pay for education, and certificates 
of age, baptism, vaccination, and the fact of being really 
deaf and dumb. None are admitted but those betweeii 
tiie ages of ten and fifteen. The sexes are separated^ 
and all are taaght daring tin pmctibed pcrioa of 
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years, reading, wriiiDg, arithmetic, drawing, engraving, 
or some other art. Boarders pay nine hnndred francs, 
or thirty-six pounds nearly, a-year. 

The entire institation wears a most comfortable aspect. 
The buildings, if not new, are fresh in their appearance, 
and scrupnlonsly neat. The chapel, a small, plain room, 
was the first apartment into which I was conducted. 
Behind the altar is a fine painting by Garoier, of Christ 
causing ** the blind to see, the deaf to hear, and the damb 
to speak." It is in reality a speaking picture. In this 
room was a painting, apparently placed there temporarily, 
representing the death of the Abbe L*£pee, surrounded 
by his unfortanate pupils. In the same edifice are a great 
many work-shops of various kinds, school-rooms, and 
other conveniences. In an upper story are the beds of the 
children, arranged around a large hall, neat, clean and 
comfortable. At the side is the wash-room, encircled by 
a kind of sink, with several cocks for drawing water. 
Each pupil has his towel hanging upon a nail, his glass 
and other accommodations, each his station at this species 
of wash-stand. This arrangement is vastly superior to 
that generally seen in the large boarding-schools. 

In the first story are the dining-rooms. Long tables 
ran the length of the room with benches on each side. 
The tables are formed of slabs of magniificent coloured 
marble, supported on iron frames. Underneath a shelf, 
divided into partitions, contains the napkin and other fur* 
niture of each pupil. At the time of my visit, the chil- 
dren were at their sports ; the girls in the beautiful gar- 
den in the rear, and the boys in various ways amusing 
themselves in the spacious court-yard. 

Almost simultaneously with the foundation of the 
establishment for the aeaf and dumb, the Institviion 
Royale des Aveugles was erected. Seventeen hundred 
and ninety-one is the date of its origin through the bene- 
volent exertions of M. Hauy, who obtained the royal ap- 
probation of Louis XVI. In 1843 the establishment was 
removed, from its former confined quarters, to the pre- 
sent convenient and splendid edifice, erected for its use. 
Over the grand entrance is a has'TsUtf^ representing on 
one side Valentin Hauy^ the first instructor, teaching Ms 
pupils ; and on the other, a woman giving lessons to girls 
^^KeligioQ, in tl^ sentre, encourages bo& The bnildii^ 
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is divided to as to accommodate the two sexes^ and 
'watered from the Artesian Well, heated by pipes, con- 
taining hot water, and lighted with a mixture of water, 
and a liquid extracted from wood. I trust that no one 
will suppose the water from the Artesian Well to be suffi- 
ciently hot to warm the house. The heat, even at the 
well itself, will always admit the contact of the hand to 
the metallic conductor. I make this explanation, because 
I saw a communication in a Boston print, proposing to 
water that city by a similar well, which, besides other 
objects of importance, was expected to furnish hot-baths> 
— ^a paper, which is calculated to mislead the public. 

The well at Grenelle is seventeen hundred feet in depth, 
and was constructed, at immense cost, by constant la- 
bour, for seven years and two months. A proposition has 
been made to dig another in the Jardin des Plantes, three 
thousand feet deep. At this vast depth the water is com- 
puted to be warm enough for warm-baths, and for heat- 
ing the wards of the hospitals in the neighbourhood^ being 
at from ninety-seven degrees to a hundred and four de- 
grees Fahrenheit. The Bostonians will not be so foolish 
as to go to the immense expense of procuring water of a 
doubtful character, and of a temperature not sufficiently 
high for Ao/-baths, or even for warming the wards of the 
only hospital in the city proper, in that cold climate,, 
while Spot or Long ponds are so near and so commodious. 
The quantity of water thus produced is worthy of atten- 
tion. The orifice of the well is twenty-one and a half 
inches nearly, and seven inches nearly at the bottom, and 
yields, at the mouth, six hundred and sixty . gallons per 
minute ; at an elevation of one hundred and twelve ieet 
— a height sufficient to carry the water into the highest 
story of the loftiest house in the city, the quantity is three 
hundred and sixteen gallons — scarcely sufficient for Bos* 
ton, as it will be. 

To return to the Blind Asylum, from which we have 
fltrayed, not from a want of eyes, but from turning them 
upon the future. The gardens, attached to the asylum, 
are very prettily arranged, so that the lot of the inmates 
seems still more unfortunate, when we reflect that they 
cannot see and admire them. Arrangements are there 
made for gymnastic exercises. Eighty boys and forty 
girls are constantly maintained in this institution at tike 
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public expenscy whose education is completed in eight 
years. Boarders of all nations are also admitted into the 
philanthropic seminary, which is capable of containingr 
three hundred pupils, who must be between the ages of 
eight and fifteen, and are required to produce certificates- 
of birth, parents, good conduct and indigence, and their 
own freedom from idiocy and contagious diseases. M. 
Dufau is the director. 

The dining, sleeping, and wash-rooms are similar to 
those in the institution for the Deaf and Dumb. One 
room is filled with seats, placed at regular intervals, and 
numbering in all |)erhap8 thirty ; and before each is put a 
tub, capable of containing two gallons, or more, pierced 
with a Dole in the bottom. My curiosity was excited by 
this arrangement, and I was informed that the whole 
apparatus was designed to secure a regular and thorough 
washing of the feet. 

It was the last of the month when I visited the 
institution ; it was then opened to the public, as usual, 
and I made the tour of the building, finding, however, 
but little difference between it and the admirable one at 
South Boston, Massachusetts, under the excellent care of 
Dr. Howe. I inquired of some of the pupils, if they knew 
the Doctor, who has recently visited the European in- 
stitutions. They replied, that they had not seen, but had 
heard, of him. There are numerous school-rooms andr 
work-shops ; in the former of which are taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, &c. The advancement 
was not near so great as at South Boston. One said 
that he studied geometry, which is the highest branch. 
When I mentioned my friend Mr. Joseph Smith, and told 
them that he was in college with me, that he knew 
Latin, Greek, French, Greometry, Trigonometry, and was 
also a Bachelier es Lettres, they were absolutely as- 
tonished. They never had heard of a blind person so 
well instructed, and made many interrogatories in regard 
to it. 

The reading is the same as in the United States. The 
writing I thought different, but am not confident. Their 
letters are made by means of a tin frame, pierced with 
holes at regular distances, and in these they write ; but 
not, as I think, at Soutti Boston, by forming them in a 
shape similar to the common ones in general ose. Here 
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they are made by mere pricks in the paper, the order and 
Bomber of which conatitate the letters. In this manner 
tfae writing is unintelligible to one not initiated in tfais 
flpecies of hieroglyphics. I was told, that few of the 
piq)ils conld write, so that the world could read, al- 
tboQgh they occasionally attempted to correspond thus 
with their friends. A good idea of geography was 
obtained by means of raised maps, and of arithmetic^ by 
moveables figures in a frame. 

The workshops afiEbrd employment for those who are 
Vacated, and teach the ignorant a method of gaining a 
livelihood. The younger scholars were employed in 
making a species of shoe from strips of the list of woollea 
oloth, wicker baskets of various sizes and shapes, carpet- 
ing of coarse straw, straw hats, and in seating chairs 
with the same material. Others were occupied in 
printing, and binding books, when made. Some of the 
SK>re advanced were engaged in cabinet manufactuse; 
and numerous articles of highly polished mahogany and 
oak attested l^ir proficiency in this art. In another 
department are turning lathes, with which they formed 
tioxes, cups, and vases, of wood and ivory, of great 
beanty. It was astonishing to see with what ability 
they use these sharp instruments, guiding them with per- 
fect precision to the desired portion of the swift-revolv- 
ing block before them^ which, rough and shapeless at 
first, soon came forth smooth and graceful, as the marble 
from the sculptor's hands. 

Hair brushes, mats, and rugs, worked in varioua 
oolours, silk scarfe, and other similar articles, were 
displayed, as specimens of the skill of ihe female portion, 
who, though chattering and laughing, did not neglect 
nil the wlule to keep their fingers also busy upon the 
work before them. 

The most interesting portion of the exercises was a 
Concert, which was given in the early part of the after- 
noon. It commenced with a fragment of a symphony of 
Haydn, played by an orchestra of twenty-five instru- 
ments, directed by Monsieur Ganthier. The most 
wonderful part of the performance was the exact time 
mad precision, in which it was played. The leader. 
Uind himself as the others, has lately published « 
^ ' on te varietiei of mnsio, which m dedicated te 
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Clanrffis «mI m said to have tome merit* He eertftsal^ : 
had drilled fais pnpilt exoeedu^lj welL There wetm 
eolos for tiie flaie and clarionet. A yooag girl eai|r 
eereral Bonge with good tatte and execution. A girl of. 
about eighteen played a ikntasia on movements in Ite 
Domino Noir of Aiiber> and the overture of the MarqaeM 
of BrinviUiers by Carafe inished the performance. 
. Any comparison between them and the orchestras that 
one hears in the various theatres and ball-rooms of this 
city, is out of the question. No competition with then 
finished performers can, of course^ be sustained; but a 
parallel may, with perfect propriety, be run betwesn. 
their exhibitions and the concerts given by the same claav 
of persons at tiie Blind Asylum at South Boston. It is 
to be expected, however, that the pupils in a city, where 
the best music in the world is to be daily heard, and the 
most scientific and skilful masters exist in miiltrtndea;, 
where the airs winck are heard in the streets, sung by the 
boonr and the peasant, (for the French do not whistle^) 
are gems from the works of the great masters ; and the 
morceaus from tiie operas of Lucie de Lammermoor, I 
Purkani, and a thousand other similar prodactions, aro 
as common as Lncy Long, and others of that dingy class 
of songs in the United States, would surpass the American 
pupils, who are strangrers to all tiiese rare advantage*. 
And so we find it, speaJdng in the general. The orches*. 
tni pieces would well compare witii those, which lace- 
rate the nice ear at the American theatres. The insiart* 
ments are always in tune, ihe tisae is always correot; 
The chief defici«icy is a deadness, which characteriBet 
the whole. With the same caution tiiat they walk, tiie 
blind also play. It seems, as if they had always a fear 
of going wrong. Our orcheatras, on the contrary, take 
half of Crockett's motto only, go »-head without regaid* 
ing whether they are right or not. 

I have not a particular remembrance of the orchestra 
at South' Boertxm, as it is some yeani ago sinoe I* visited 
the school, and do not even remember whether they have 
any. In the sole p^ormanoes one can institute a 
parallel, at least, as far as ^ piano goes. Those on ih» 
flote and clarionet, ^e former an air from Beri>iguer, with, 
variations, were tolerably played. The fantasia on te 
jianq, was> ae I iiiidenteod> by tin heat ipli^^ of |he 
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Bchooli and was a piece exhibiting some powers of exe* 
cation. This I found to be moch inferior to several of 
the piano-players at Sonth Boston^ especially Mr. !• 
Smiiu. Mistakes in striking wrong notes^ loss of time, 
and the imperfect manner in which the runs were made> 
formed a striking contrast with the comparatively perfect 
fltyle^ in which the former has played to me ma oh more 
dimcalt pieces. The organ playing in another room was 
not worth tiie comparison with that of Harvard Univer« 
sity. In the songs, and a trio by three of the girls, they 
nndoubtedly bore away the pdm. The native taste of 
tiie coontry conspires against us. Two songs were ex- 
ceedingly well done, and met with universal approbation* 
The young men were extravagantly delighted, especially 
Monsieur Le Premier Violin, whose pleasure oozed out 
to the surface in the most expressive contortions of face 
and body. 

From this hasty, but correct, account of this noble 
charity, one cannot fail to have a very high opinion of the 
management of a similar one at home. A rivalry with 
the old institutions of Europe, sustained and encouraged, 
as they are, by the patronage of government, and the in- 
fluence of general local circa mstances, is a great thing of 
itself. But when we are seen to come out of so severe 
an ordeal with honour, if not with laurels, we have a 
right to look with complacency on our plain republican 
establishments! and feel some pride in being compatriots 
with those generous men, who devote their wealth to 
the prevention and relief of human suffering. It may be,^ 
though I cannot think it, that no basso-relievos will per- 
petuate the lineaments of the benevolent individual, who 
gave a princely asylum to the unfortunate of his race, 
and that no rich-framed picture will preserve for the 
contemplation of posterity the celestial serenity of the 
closing scene, in 

** The chamber, where the good maa meets his fate :** 

yet thousands of poor blind children, whose mental eyee 
nave been opened by his bounty, will, for ages to come, 
read the engraving on their hearts of the name of Thokas 
Handabtd Perkins. 
Who says the wealthy are ^not to be envied? Sacb 
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glorioQs examples of the proper use of the gifts of heaven, 
create every day a grreater ** last for riches.*' To be the 
'^ Almoners of God" is the delightful prerogative of the 
opulent^ and all must long for sach a lot. Boston can 
proudly point to her Tnckerman and Channing, her Par- 
ker and Lawrences, with a score beside, who are creating 
for their beloved city, that sitteth on her triple hill, a 
name manumentum care perennius, which shall outlive her 
^sumptuous palaces, and the granite shaft on Banker HiH* 
My sheet is nearly finished; were it twice as large, I 
could fUl it with recollections of the deeds of her citizens, 
not only on the battle-field, but in the widow's cottage, 
and the garret of the sick labourer, often performed with 
fnich secresy, that the beneficiaries, ignorant who their 
earthly benefactors are, can only pay their gratitude to 
the invisible Parent of all good, whom in this they re- 
semble. Sach being the character of my coantrymen, 
there is no need of Idngs and princes to build hospitals 
for us, for they are the indigenous and spontaneous 
growth of the soil. 
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Bik1i«L Her peifonDMice Im Virginiiu. Ezecudon liy the GuiIlotiiir» 
Jardin dee Plantes. GoTcmor of Coney Idand* Military Musie» 
The King. Connt de Paris. 

Thx great tragic aetfess ma a short time ago» when I 
saw her, the only performer of any emineaee on ti» 
French stage. The close of her ^igagement was fast 
mmnroaching, and it was necessary to go immediately, in 
'order to witness a display of her great powers, before her 
departure for the provinces. With difficulty I obtainad 
a Qcket, foor days previous to her appearance in the new 
tragedy of Viiginios, written expressly for her, and which 
has created a faror, which seems unsusceptible of abate- 
ment. The fame, which she enjoys, I am convinced, now 
that I have seen her, is richly deserved, for Mademoiselle 
Bachel is a woman of no ordinary character. In person 
she is of medium height, well formed, but slight. Her 
face, though not homely, is neither a pleasant one^ 
nor marked by any evident traces of uncommon genius. 
Her eyes are small and black, nose Jewish, mouth small, 
and possessing that disagreeable expression, very often 
seen in the company of projecting chins. Her teeth, lik& 
those of most of the French, are white and regular, hair 
dark, complexion light, and extremely pallid. This was 
ascribed by an old gentleman near me to two causes ; a 
disease of the lungs, under which it is feared she is la- 
bouring, and to an imperfect recovery from a late sick- 
ness, attendant on childbirth — a frequent accident among 
young French misses. Nature has not been lavish to her 
exterior, but she has made up for this parsimony by 
showering upon her most liberally the choicest gems of 
intellect. 

The play of Virginius is very well written. The old 
hackneyed portions of the literal history are avoided, as 
much as possible, and new and natural incidents aro 
with much felicity introduced. In the second act Appius^ 
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aecased by 1^ Bister of the asBassiiiation of Iciliat, de^ 
dares it a falsehood. The words ie le erois pronoanced 
by Virginie, is one of the best points in the whole play. 
This act closes with the interest so highly excited, that J 
had great fear of its flagging before the consummation. 
On the contrary, it constantly increased, and I sat half 
breathing, till exhausted, I gladly saw the fatal stroke, 
whidi finished the matter, and gave me an opportumty 
again to respire without restraint. Befraining from a 
critical analysis of her acting, I have meroly mentioned 
bow I felt. The piece is of a very superior order, though 
possessing the ever-recurring rhyme, so disagreeable to -a 
foreign ear. I say nothing against this, bi^use I con- 
sider the poetry, as well as the particular religions d«- 
Telopement of a nation, a sacred thing, to be respected 
by a stranger, who is unable, for obvious reasons, to a^ 
preciate liie merits of mther. Beside the great part of 
Virginie, these of Virginius Appius and Fabius, a RosMti 
senator, afford scope for the display of consummate genius. 
From the distress of dramatic fiction, and the emotions 
caused by the '^ counterfeit presentment^' of the Bomtoi 
girl, let us turn to the world's actual tragedy — a spectacle 
of terrible reality, where the emotions, if calmer, were 
yet stronger, and where a vastly larger company asseia- 
bled to witness the awful catastrophe. It was an expia- 
tion made for the violation of the majesty of law, where 
the retributive death of the guilty dosed the affec^g 
scene, and the criminal suffered instead of the innocevt. 
Having a great desire to see the far-famed guillotine, I 
had taken considerable pains to be forewarned of the first 
occasion, when it was expected "to perform." Great 
efforts are used to hinder tiie publicity of an execution, 
while, at the same time, those who desire to witness it 
are not prevented. The criminal, when sentenced to 
death, is left in ignorance of the day of his dreadftil 
doom. The public are also uninformed. His sentence i» 
made known in the gazettes of the day, but he generally 
8u£fers three days afterwards. It is said, that neither the 
jailor nor hangman know the predse time, till the i»e- 
vious night, when they suddenly receive orders to erect the 
scaffold. The prisoner is sometimes reprieved, and this 
for one month only. I had engaged a workman who 
labours near tiie barrier St. Jaques^-an nnfioequented part 
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of the city — ^to send me word when he observed prepara- 
tions going on in the square. The guillotine is always 
erected between eleven and twelve o'clock on the night 
previous to the execution. 

I was therefore aroused by his messenger at six o'clock 
A. M. I made such good haste, that I was dressed and on 
the spot at twenty minutes past six — ^having arrived there 
by running all the way, about two miles. I found quite a 
crowd already assembled, but it being some time before 
the fatal hour, I had leisure to inspect the instrument 
minutely. On a platform erected four or five' feet above 
the ground, supported b^ legs and surrounded by a rail- 
ing, was a frame-work rising to the height of between 
eight or ten feet. Those who have witnessed the opera- 
tion of a spile-driver, will conceive a very good idea of 
its action and appearance. The whole was painted red. 
The cutting instrument resembled a Yankee hay-cutter, 
except that it was much larger. One comer, being placed 
. lower down than the other, facilitated its operation. The 
axe, or knife, was fixed into a heavy block of metal, and 
drawn up nearly to the top of the frame. There it re- 
mained dull and sullen, like revenge awaiting its oppor- 
tunity. Two companies of mounted municipal guards, 
wad one of foot, with some twenty Sergents de vilUf kept 
the square open till eight o'clock, the fixed hour. In the 
meantime the crowd augmented, and the women began 
to be quite numerous. One old woman was peddling a 
biography of the victim, and another endeavouring to let 
her stands and chairs, both screaming their merchandize 
at the top of their voices. 

Atf eight o'clock precisely came the guard of cavalry at 
a fast trot, surrounding the covered cart, which con- 
tained the prisoner and a priest. The vehicle was backed 
up to the scafiPold, the door behind was opened, the priest 
descended, and after him the criminal. The latter 
mounted the scafifbld, accompanied by two officers, wi^ 
a firm step. He was clothed in his usual dress, a blouse 
of blue cloth, but without a hat. The hair was cut short, 
. tiiat it might form no impediment to his speedy exit from 
the world. The officers quickly drew the blouse over his 
head, and he stood exposed with naked shoulders. He 
then began to scream with the intention of making him- 
aelf heard by the crowd, as I thought, but like many un- 
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BcetiBtomed orators^ ignorant how to use his voice. It 
alight have been an eballition of either anger or fear. In 
France the liberty of speech is not permitted^ and he was 
interrapted by the officers bending his neck> and placing* 
his head in the groove destined to receive it. The collar, 
which was intended to check the least movement, was 
adjusted, and like the weight in the spile-driver on onr 
wharves, the axe was drawn np to the top by the officers. 
It was instantly disengaged, and dropped : the head, dis- 
severed completely, fell into a basket ; and this officer's 
daty being fiaished, he descended. Two minotes did not 
elapse from the time he arrived, till his head was detached 
firom his body. Without the smallest loss of time it was 
tumbled into a vehicle, similar to a hay-cart, his body 
tipped in after, a small guard escorted it beyond the bar- 
rier, and in five minutes from the entrance of the prisoner 
he was borne away, and the place left nearly vacant.^- 
The body was conveyed away for interment without the 
city for some hour or two, to be dug up again, and car- 
ried to the dissecting-room for anatomical purposes. 

There are many methods of leaving the world, but I 
cannot imagine one which could be less painful and more 
agreeable than this — if any method of dying may be 
styled so ; — with the single, but rather unpleasant excep- 
tion of the scaffold, none certainly could be more expe- 
ditious. How much superior to hanging, where the 
criminal struggles long and hard often from the ignorance 
or carelessness of the hangman ! From the guillotine, no 
pain can possibly be experienced. 

Amateurs can see the operation of this celebrated in- 
strument on a dog for twenty francs, on giving notice of 
their desire to the officer a week in advance. Jack 
Ketches of other countries have free admittance. 

In regard to the victim on this occasion, he most richly 
merited his doom. It is true, as you will surmise, he was 
sentenced for an attempt to murder. The French law is 
in this respect much better than our own, which does not 
hang, unless the homicide is actually committed. In this 
case, I think it best " to take the will for the de^.'* The 
deceased was a species of pedlar, and htidti bautigue am* 
hilent. He had several times attempted his wife's liii?, 
by hanging cords with nooses attached in blind passages^ 
i B 
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gad for many months daily threatened her with death^ 
beating her cruelly when alone, and kicking her legs 
imder the table when any one was present. He freqnentiy 
boasted of having killed a mistress some time pre* 
vionsly. In short, his whole history, which I read upon 
^e spot, so much incensed me ag^ainst him, that, when I 
saw his wicked looking countenance, I forgot that a man 
was to be executed, and remembered only the horrid 
cruelty of the miscreant. I saw him beating the head of 
liis defenceless wife with a hammer. I saw her skull 
Aractured in two or three places. I saw her delirious at 
ike Hotel Dieu. — I fancied her restored to health, to be 
«iT8, but with a debilitated constitution and an imperfect 
mind, and I looked forward impati^tly for the tisMy 
when he should receive his just recompense. When hit 
head and body were carelessly tumbl^ into a common 
eart, I thought not of the deed of horror, of which I had 
just been a spectator, and was scarcely conscious for 
fleveral hours, that human life had b^n deliberately 
taken ; even then, if I must confess it, without evidencing 
'fihat tenderness of heart, and delicacy of sensibility, so 
Imiutiful, it is said, in a young man. 

An individual, it is agreed, by all people of sense, may 
take life in necessary self-defence. What may be thus 
done by one may be done by another, and bo society be* 
eomes invested with the same high prerogative, as a der* 
mer resource, I do not acknowledge myself under any 
obligation to incur the trouble, expense and risk, of 
chaining a wild beast of a man, to keep him from prey« 
img on his fellow-men. The virtuous portion of the com- 
aiunity is not bound, and sometimes is not able, to wasta 
the fruits of his hard and honest labour, in building peni* 
-tentaries, in which the worthless, ay, and still dangerous 
^sxistence of a demon, may be oarefolly x>rolonged, and 
lus body clothed and fed— often much better than tho 
•poor, who are taxed to pay for it — till the oulprit shall be 
fNEurdoned by an impotent or corrupt executive, to vex the 
oountry again with his murders and conflagrations ; or 
till a natural death shall do for the people, what they had; 
not the firmness to do for themseives---rid them of Mt 
enormous and perilous burden, not imposed by any 4ie«- 
iate of natural law. 

I have been to-day^ for the twentieth time^ to tiiiB| 
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Garden of Plants. I beg you will not think I intend io , 
give a dry biographical sketch of every monkey, and bear 
and lion, that are to be seen there, — to tell yoa how mnch 
the big elephant weighs, or bow high is the cameleopard. 
No. The live specimens of almost every animal in the 
worlds birds of every clime, and plants and shrnbs of eveiy 
temperature^ I had often seen, but to-day, I went into 
the cabinets. There I saw the same animals dead, bat 
much better staffed, than the living ; fishes swimming in 
alcohol ; some thousands of birds standing on one leg, 
and looking very sharply at one another^ with glass eyes ; 
among them looking equally sharp, a representative of 
the American Eagle — the ** Governor of Coney Island,** 
■who says *' I am the Governor of Coney Island, probably 
as well known as any man in New- York — I*ve been to 
Earope fifteen times, Spain five, Rassia six, England nine 
times, and travelled more in France, than any man that 
€ver lived. Pooh ! these things are nothing ; in Rome 
they are twice as fine ; I have jast come from there ; I 
am a wine merchant, that's why I travel so much. The 
Bible don't forbid selling wine, I am very temperate my- 
eelf. Scarcely ever drink myself. The Bible forbids 
gluttony just as much, as it does wine bibbing;'* and 
thus he went on without interruption, occasionally 
deigning to look over his spectacles, especially at some 
stones of different colours, which had papers attached to 
them, on which were written great long names with gold 
and silver after them. Really interesting were those 
names. Glass cases, with iron railings around, con- 
taining bits of paper with "Diamonds," "Topaz,** 
''^Emeralds," written on them, all in large letters, and 
by them little bits of glass of different colours — I had 
written so far, when I received your letter, saying, that 
you ^'trusted, that I would give some description of the 
Garden of Plants." I read this deliberately over, and 
concluded, that, what is just said, would scarcely answer 
after such a requisition from another hemisphere. In a 
latare letter, therefore, I must endeavour to give a move 
Brecise account. Rely upon having the statistics of the 
tength of every monkey's tail, &c. &c. 
\ l^tary music, though of an ordinary quality, as it 
generally is in America, ttlU always inspires a degree of 
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enthnsiasm, even in hearts noib particularly liable to melt. 
I think by this time yon mast hare began to suspect me 
of not a little fondness for ^'the heavenly maid." So far 
from denying the charge, I proceed to confess a most 
delightful flirtation on a late occasion. It happened thus. 
The National Guard, and the troops of the line, went to 
the chateau of the Tuilleries to salute the king on his 
birth-day. The clergy had finished their errand, and the 
deputation marched out. The great coart was then filled 
with all the drummers in Paris, who, together, some five 
hundred, made a tremendous tapage for some time. When 
they had finished, the band of each regiment marched up, 
one at a time, and played a piece of music of some 
minutes in length. This concert lasted nearly two hours, 
the king, queen, count de Paris, and others of the royal 
family, being all the time at the open windows, listenings. 
The king wore the uniform of the National guard. Each 
of the above mentioned bands consists of about thirty 
performers, and the music is very excellent. It is not 
wonderful that his majesty was seen to applaud. Such 
military music is not to be heard in every city of Europe. 
At sunset the cannon at the H6tel des Invalides fired a 
royal salute for the monarch. The little applause which 
he received from the crowd was heart-sickening. I 
believe I felt more loyalty myself, than most of the 
persons there. The little count de Paris was more 
favourably regarded, and quite a perceptible murmur ran 
among the multitude on his api)earance. Indeed, he did 
look very pretty with his little white glazed cap, velvet 
spencer, and white pants. I was standing near the 
entrance when he arrived. It is a curious sight for a 
republican to notice the parade made for a little childy 
whose name is a great deal longer than his body. First 
came a domestic in red and gold livery on horseback to 
announce his approach, and prepare the route. A 
carriage, drawn by four horses, and guided by two 
postilions in a livery of blue and silver, followed. Behind 
the carriage were two lacqueys also in blue. After these 
came another servant in blue^ too, whose duty it would, 
perhaps, be difficult to tell. The trumpets sounded, th6 
^niard saluted, the crowd made way, the carriage stopped 
M the door, the domestic opened it, and '^parros lulas^ 
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and his mother, alighted ; — '^ Partariant montes, nascitnr^*^ 
—bat my new-bom loyalty blotted out the rest. 



Note — From the guillotine no pain can he experienced. 
The Boston Daily Journal, on pablishing a considerable 
extract from this letter, soon after it appeared in the 
Newark Daily, discoursed in the following pleasant 
way : — 

" Doctors differ — and in no case more widely than in 
this. While some learned physiologists are of opinion, 
that death by beheading is attended with less actual paia 
than any other manner of deaths and is, therefore, the 
most humane mode of disembarrassing society of a vil« 
lain; others contend, and adduce an equally formidable 
array of fact?, to show that intense agony is experienced, 
after decollation, in both the head and the body; and 
death by the guillotine, so far from being easier thaa 
hanging, is one of the most painful known ! No one has 
yet been able to describe the peculiar sensations, which 
attend the separation of the head from the body; bot 
many curious facts have been collected, which may serve 
to throw some little^ and but a little ^ light on the 
subject. 

*^ It is related, that a professor of Physiology, at Qenoa, 
who has made this interesting subject his particular 
study, states that ' having exposed two heads, a quarter 
of an hour after decollation, to a strong light, the eyelids 
closed suddenly. The tongue, which protruded from the 
lips, being pricked with a ni^dle, was drawn back into 
the mouth, and the countenance expressed sudden pain/ 
The head of a criminal, named Tillier, being submitted 
to examination after the guillotine, the eyes turned in 
every direction, from whence he was called by name* 

*^ Fontenelle declares, that he has frequently seen the 
heads of guillotined persons move their lips, as if they 
were uttering remonstrances against their cruel treat- 
ment. If this be so, there is nothing very incredible in 
the report, sometimes treated as fabulous, that when the 
executioner gave a blow on the face to Charlotte Corday, 
fdter the head was severed from the body, the countenance 
eapressed violent indignation ! 
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*' In addition to the above facts — ^it may not be impixH 
per to add, that we have seen it stated, and U ma?y he 
true, although, we must confess, we have not hitherto 
altogether credited it, that some galvanic experiments 
were once tried on the body of an habitual snuff-taker, 
after he had undergone the operation of being guillotined. . 
On receiving the first shock, the headless trunk joined its 
tiinmb and fore-finger, and deliberately raised its right 
arm, as if in the act of taking its customary /^mcA — and 
seemed much astonished and perplexed at finding no nose 
to receive its wonted tribute ! 

^^ Bat the most marvelous tale is told of Sir Eenelin 
Digby, who was beheaded for high treason, in 1606» 
After the head was struck off, the executioner proceeded, 
according to the barbarous usages of the day, to pluck 
the heart from his body, and,|when he had done so, he held 
it up in full view of the numerous assemblages of people, 
who had gathered round the scaffold to witness the ex- 
hibition — and shouted with a loud voice. This is the 
heart of a traitor ! Upon which the head^ which was 
quietly resting on the scaffold, at the distance of a few* 
leet, showed sundry signs of indignation, and, opening 
its mouth, audibly exclaimed, ' That is a lie P 

" These anecdotes, however, do not prove that there is 
anv thing very painful in undergoing the operation of 
beneading ; and, if they can be credited, they show that 
tile pain is not so intense as to affect the reasoning facul- 
ties. And fortunately for criminals condemned to de- 
capitation, although unfortunately for some of the 
theorists, a case occurred some years ago, in Tieonderoga, 
state of New York, which settles the question, as far as 
tiie body is concerned, and proves that no sensations what- 
ever can exist in the body, after its connection with the 
brain is dissolved. The case is a curious one, and we give 
it as related in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
at the time: 

'' ' E. D., aged fif6y, a man of hale constitution and 
robust, in making an effort to scale a board fence, was 
suddenly precipitated backwards to the ground ; striking 
first upon the superior and anterior portion of the head, 
which luxated the dentatus anteriorly on the third cervi- 
cal vertebra. He was at length discovered, and taken in 
^aa the patient said) after he had lain nearly an hour> in 
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Ik condition nearly bereft of Yolontary motion ; bat, being 
present, I did not even saspect, that the power of sensai* 
tion was also gone, nntil the patient (whose speech r»* 
XDoined almost, or quite, perfect, and who was nncom<* 
monly loqaacioas at that time) said, did he not know t» 
the contrary, he should think that he had no body. Hi« 
fiesh was then punctured, and sometimes deeply, even 
firom the feet to the neck ; but the patient gave no evi- 
dence of feeling* and, when interrogated, answered, that 
he felt nothing ; *^ and," added he, ^* I never was more 
perfectly free from pain in my life ;" but he remarked 
tiMit he could not live, and accordingly sent for his family^ 
twelve miles distant, and arranged all his various oomr 
cems in a perfectly sane manner. 

'*' The head was thrown back in such a position a« to^ 
forbid his seeing his body. The pulse was much more 
Bluggish, than natural. Respiration and speech but 
slightly affected, were gradually failing; but he could 
jurticulate distinctly, until within a few minutes of hi» 
deatii. All the senses of the head remained quite perfect 
to the last. He died forty-eigpfat hours after the fall. 

'' * Repeated attempts were made to reduce the dislo«> 
nation, but the transverse processes had become so intei^ 
Joefeed, that every effort proved abortive. There wa» 
QBdoubtedly in tins case, a perfect compression of the 
iqpinal marrow, which prevented the egress of nervosa 
influence from the brain, while the pneumogastric nervs 
lemained unembarrassed.' " 

To this article, a correspondent of the Newark Dai^ 
jreplied in this strain. 

^ In quoting from the Paris letter the account of aa 
•execution by the guillotine, the Boston Journal appends 
a number of striking cases, not so much indeed to prove 
that pain accompanies the mode of execution mentioned^ 
ms to convey an impression, that sensation, and even ia» 
telligence, have, in several instances, survived the separa- 
tkm of the head from the body. They are all very mu(^ 
VOL point, as the lawyers say, but that of Sir Kenelm (% 
Everard ?) Digby, who was beheaded in 1606 for beuig 
concerned in &e famous, or rather infamous. Gunpowder 
Plot, is very remarkable, and I take leave to transcribe 
at. ^Aftec the head was struck off, the execntioBsr 
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proceeded, accordiog to the barbarous usages of the da3r> 
to plack the heart from his body, and when he had done 
0O9 he held it up in fall view of the nnmerous assemblage 
of people, who had gathered around the scaffold to wit- 
ness the exhibition — and shoated with a loud voice, this 
u the heart of a traitor I Upon which, the head, which 
was qaietly resting on a scaffold at a distance of a few 
feet, showed sundry signs of indignation, and, openiDg 
its mouth, audibly exclaimed, ' That it a lie P " 

This piece of history shows conclusively the saperiority 
of this mode of capital punishment, as it leaves the calpnt 
afterwards perfectly free to take care of his posthumous 
reputation, which would be very convenient in all cases, 
but, more especially, when a man suffers by judgment of 
law. No other kind of death, by public execution or 
otherwise, secures this inestimable privilege. 

But what I had in view in citing the case of Sir 
Everard, was this, that a great many years ago, alas ! I 
am afraid to tell how many, I read a portion of history, 
corroborating in a remarkable manner the anecdote of the 
English knight. I do not now allude to that singular 
people, who are in the habit of carrying their heads under 
their arms, but to the conjuror in the Arabian Nights, 
-who, in consequence of a failure, I don't recollect what, 
in some of his necromancy, was decollated by order, and 
in the very presence of the sultan. The head of the sor- 
cerer, after separation from his body, sat up erect upon 
the floor, and with a mysterious expression of counter 
^xiance, informed his highness, that, as he rather thought, 
he should have no further occasion for his books of magic, 
he would make a present of them to him ; and, since he 
could not very well go to fetch them himself, if his high- 
ness would take the trouble to send for them, he would 
instruct him in their use. On being brought he told the 
sultan, it was first necessary for him to turn over every 
leaf in the books from the beginning to the end. But he 
found it was impossible to do this, as they stuck together, 
without often wetting his fingers at his mouth. This in- 
fused into the monarch's veins a subtle and virulent 
venom, as the books were poisoned, in consequence of 
which he died very soon in torture, overwhelmed with 
the taunts and curses of the decapitated head. 
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In this instance, the loss of a head seems so for from 
having been attended with pain,that^ on the contnuy, the 
insulted member enjoyed the pleasure of revenge^ which 
it probably never would have done^ if it had been suflfbred 
to remain upon the magician's shoulders. This is pro- 
bably the most eligible situation for a head, but as it 
would appear from the authorities in the Journal and els&* 
Where, the next best disposition that can be made of it^ 
is to slice it off skilfully with the guillotine* 
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XXXIX. 

^e Garden of Plattti. School of Botany. Menagerie.. Mat- aat 
Monkeyt. Benefioial eflbets ftoa Aleohol. 

Or all the celebrated wonders, which adorn this capital^ 
none are wore worthy of attention and combine more 
beanty with real utility^ than the far-famed Jardin d€» 
Plantes, Agreeably to your request, I proceed to give a 
cursory account of it, for a minute one could only be done* 
with a statistical account of bird and beast. The name 
would lead one to suppose, that it was merely a large 
garden, as it indeed imports, remarkable for the taste* 
displayed in the arrangement and great variety of trees,, 
shnibs, and fiowers, that adorn it. The botanist, who 
regards this portion only, will tell you so. The compa- 
rative anatomist will, however, show you its cabinets 
devoted to his favourite department, rich in the dry 
bones of this and past ages ; in skulls and skeletons of 
all animals, and men of all nations. The geologist will 
expatiate with rapture on the collections of stones ar- 
ranged in glass cases under glittering walls, which have 
not the least interest perhaps to you. The little child 
will point you to the big elephant and the roaring tigers. 
In short, every taste finds gratification here, and it is 
now my task to present such a camera obscura view, as 
you can obtain from a distance, with as little dullness as 
possible. 

Such a collection of various rare and beautiful objects 
cannot be the work of a day ; in fact, for ages since 1635* 
the world has been constantly contributing to make these 
cabinets perfect. In this year, at the solicitation of He- 
rouard and Guy de la Brosse, the physicans of Louis XIII. » 
this monarch founded this garden. In 1739 the immortal 
Buffon was appointed soperintendant, who devoted him- 
self with great energy to the advancement of its prosperity^ 
till his death in 1788. The list of others of inferior repu- 
^tioD^ but who by their zeal have aided in its advance* 
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ment, is too long for this commimication. The reyola- 
tionary spirit, which ravaged almost all the Dniversities 
and public institations, for varions reasons respected this, 
and passed it by nntonched. It suffered however verf 
mnch from neglect, and deteriorated from the want ot 
funds. Bonaparte with the same zeal, with which he 
gave himself to the embellishment of the city in general, 
and enJiancing the beauty of its numerous galleries ana 
public places, strove to repair the faults of the reign oi 
terror, and by the fruits of conquest filled it with most, 
valuable objects. At his fall, some of these were re- 
turned, but many being retained, the garden on the whole 
was much the gainer. The magrnificent cabinet of file 
Stadtiiolder was claimed, but its equivalent in duplicates 
onl^ was returned. Several valuable jewels were re- 
claimed by the Pope, and books and objects of natural 
history returned to individuals, who were the original 
owners. The institution now flourishes with unaccus* 
tomed vigour. It is a favourite object of government, 
and large sums are annually devoted to increasing and 
beautifying its cabinets, and paying for the support of 
the numerous professors of various sciences attached to 
it. Many courses of lectures are delivered between the 
months of April and October, to which all have free 
admission. 

ITie garden is situated in the extreme eastern part of 
liie city on the banks of the Seine, separated from tiie 
river by the Quai Bernard. It is in close proximity te 
tile immense hospice or almshouse la Salpetriere spoken 
of in another letter. Several entrances give inlet from 
different directions to the student, the labourer, tiie 
curious, and the lover of pleasure. Its spacious walke 
are always thronged. Its different portions formed inte 
divisions and appropriated to particular purposes. Oit 
tiie right is the menagerie ; on the left specimens of noble 
forest trees. Before are the beds for small plants and 
the nurseries which contain the different varieties of 
medicinal, perennial, exotic and indigenous plants, shoote 
and flowers. A portion of this is sepjarated from what 
is called the school of botany y to which is attached a small 
green-house. Near this is a green-house of large extend 
built of cast-iron, and warmed by steam. Its Mgh walls 
are lofty enough to contain tiie largest tropical plants^ of 
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which there is a grreat variety. Every tree and plant 
within the conservatoires and in the open air has either 
the name attached to it, or a number ; so that the cnrions 
can easily learn the character of every specimen. Among: 
the most remarkable of the contents of the garden is a 
cedar of Lebanon, which was presented in 1734 by Col- 
Unson, an Englishman. It is now eleven feet in circum- 
ference at the base ; also two Sicilian palms, twenty-five 
feet in height, which were given to Louis XIV. The 
total number of plants is twelve thousand. 

The menagerie attracts the most attention; but it has 
suffered much from the prevalence of cold during the 
last winter, and many of the animals have died. The 
first public menagerie was formed at Versailles by Loois 
XIV. at the instigation of the Academy of Sciences, 
which increased in value till the revolution, when many 
of the animals were starved to death. In 1794 the 
remnant were removed to this place. Since the present 
reign this portion of the garden has been greatly ex- 
tended, and constant additions are being made. It now 
forms a most picturesque appearance. The ground is 
divided by winding walks and light fences into enclo- 
sures, in which are the tame animals ; such as varioos 
kinds of deer, the American bison, sheep, goats, zebras, 
camels, &c. These parks are of considerable extent, 
allowing exercise and pasturage npon the green grass, 
that carpets them. The animals are generally in pairs ; 
and at this season their young offspring are often gam- 
boling with them. In another place, are specimens of 
the ostrich from Sonth America and Africa, whose fine 
plumage resembles more the feathers in the ladies' hats, 
than those on the meagre birds seen in our travelling 
menageries. In a still larger enclosure, in the form of a 
circle, with a pond in the centre, are the tropical and 
aquatic birds, whose shrill cries remind one of the de- 
scriptions of Robinson Crusoe. Here are the graceful 
swans, many varieties of ducks and geese, and the fish- 
eating birds of the warm latitudes. The empire of this 
enclosure has many claimants. The vain bird of Para* 
dise spreads out its broad title, whenever he can find 
any one to pay him attention; the strutting turkey- 
cock thinks nis pretensions indisputable; and the 
valiant little bantam dares any one to doubt his 
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superior claims. In spacions cages separated from 
the walk by ao iron fence> which keeps the maltitade 
from approaching within a distance of four feet, are 
confined lions, hyenas, leopards, anacondas of monstrous 
length, lizards, and others. The volerie contains vultures^ 
eagles, buzzards, hawks, in numerous varieties; singing 
birds and others of the gay plamage of foreign climes.— • 
A crowd is always collected round the large space, in 
which are kept the monkeys. The whole is covered with 
a wire roof, which keeps them from escaping ; and in this 
spacious cage, almost free from restraint, they gambol^ 
running from *^ pillar to post/' now mounting to the sum- 
mit, and after a moment sliding to the bottom by means 
of a pendant rope. Thus they sport day after day, scream- 
ing and quarreling, without wearying either themselves 
or the delighted spectators, who stand for hours together 
under the rays of a broiling sun in this unsheltered place. 
The embryo man is a decided and universal favourite 
among the Parisians, who have doubtless been recently 
more gratified with the reported discovery of a new 
family of monkeys, than if it had been another planet, or 
the northwest passage. In a building, denominated from 
its shape, the Rotunda, are confined a great many kinds 
of the more bulky animals, among which the lofty giraflFe, 
and the ponderous elephant, are most conspicuous. Both 
these are extremely tame, and receitre liberal donations of 
bread, with which the visitants are generally well sup- 
plied. In the company of the largest elephant are two 
tapirs, who share with her the muddy pond in the centre 
of the ground. The king is desirous of adding the Ame- 
rican Indiaus, now on exhibition here by Mr. Catlin, to- 
this collection ; but the price is probably too high. The 
large Siberian and American bears are in sunken courts 
with cells, and afford much amusement to the public in 
climbing the dead tree placed in the middle, catching the 
bread thrown to them> and playing with one another. — 
Comprehensive as the menagerie is at present, additional' 
room has been appropriated for its extension, and it will 
soon comprise a specimen of almost every rare creature in 
the world. Sea captains and travellers make frequent 
contributions ; and it receives ample accessions from ther 
irifts of foreign princeS; and the munificence of the 
government. ' 
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In connection with the living ammals, we must not 
forget the dead, which are still more nmnerous, and fom 
a Cabinet of Zoology, the most complete perhaps in &e 
world, representing one hundred and fifty thousand speci- 
mens. The edifice appropriated to it is simple in its con- 
•tmction, three stories in height, and three hundred and 
ninety feet in length. At every step I perceive memorials 
of the renowned Baron Cnvier, according to whose system 
Hie splendid contents are arranged. The collection of 
mammalia, representing five hundred species, is fifteen in 
fiumber. This receives constant additions from the death 
of members of the menagerie, as well as contributions 
from abroad. So perfectly are the animals preserved, 
that their appearance is equally fine with the live ones in 
the adjoining yard. The collection of birds, numbering 
over BIX thousand, is a sight that gratifies universally. — 
Independently of any scientific view, their rich gaudy 
eolours have a charm, which the most uneducated can 
«iq[>reciate. There they sit, day after day> a row of black^^ 
a raw of blue, or any other colour ; their sleepless giasn 
oyes always open and brilliant ; their limbs never weary, 
though standing incessantly on one leg by the month to- 
gether. From the ceiling are suspended turtles of every 
description, from individuals that weigh seven or ^ht 
bundred pounds, to the minutest samples, which squat on 
planks, fioating on the sides of any of our muddy ponds. 
Lizards of every hue ; frogs, professors of the art of nata- 
tion, and snakes, whose method of progression, mora 
wonderful than the locomotive, puzzled the wise Solomon 
to discover, are congregated here in infinite variety. — 
Alcohol, which destroys the living man, preserves the da- 
fonct animals, to which use it is more properly applied. 
The department of fishes comprise duplicate specimens of 
twenty-five hundred species. Of the smaller, one is pre- 
served in spirits, and the other dried and varnished. 
. Twentv-five thousand specimens compose the cabinet 
of articulated animals without vertebrae^and very nume- 
tons samples from that of the inarticulated animals.-— 
These two classes comprise all the insects and shells; 
Hmong them are the varieties of the nautilus, tridachoAy. 
also ^ corals and sponga. 

The whole eolleotion is in tha most perfect conditioa^ 
onclosed in glass cases, and arranged in systematic order | 
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«o tbat one can distiiiciljr trace the progegsive grades ia 
animated natare. Beginning with the sponge, the lowest 
order of animal organization, and proceeding from one 
i^edmen to another^ link by link, we see the great Gh»m 
of natare ranning through the monkey , baboon, Hottentot 
African, Asian, American Indian, and ending in tba 
European, the noblest specimen of man. Does the chaia 
«top there ? On the contrary, mast we not believe, with 
the Bible and Locke, that it traverses the shining order of 
Sfiritoal beings, rank above rank, tiiroogh the secaphio 
TOSt, np to the Divinity himself t 

The Cabinet of Comparative Anatomy is one of the 
most interesting, and, like the former, is iidinitely indebted 
to the incessant exertions of Cavier. The edifice, whioh 
^^ntains it, is of older oonstraction, than the others. At 
the great door of entrance are deposited two immense 
jaw bones of a whale. Many other specimens may be 
seen within, including the skeleton of a sea cow, broaght 
by Captain Parry from the North Pole. Skeletons of the 
hnman li^cies from iQmost every nation in the world al« 
tow comparisons to be instituted between the varieties of 
HbB human animal ; among the most curious of which is 
Bebe, the celebrated Polish dwarf, who lived to the age 
-of eighty years. The valiant General Tom Thumb, beats 
iiim, I hear, ij^ littleness. 

There are various anatomical preparations of muscles, 
brains, eyes, viscera, &c. of animals, disposed in sudi 
order, as makes comparison easy. An extensive coUec- 
iion of casts of the heads of many distinguished indivi« 
duels possesses a rare interest to the craniologist. This 
Cabinet is the richest in existence, and deserves a parti« 
<nilar description, without which nothing but a very fee- 
ble idea indeed can be imparted ; but this is not the plaoe 
for so minute an account, as would be necessary to make 
adcetch useful, or even intelligible. 

To the illiterate, the universe seems full of miaend^ 
vegetable, and animal creations, scattered abroad ia 
fortuitous fragments, and involved in inextricable coaat^ 
Ibsion. Such was once the condition of all knowledge, 
OF rather ignorance, before scieBoe*-«at first the oflbi>ring, 
afterwards tto guide of man—pronounced the migh^ 
•umdate, *^ Let Itoe be light," and at onoeihese liK^Mftii 
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menibra hastened to arrange themseves in their natural 
and beaatiful order, and a consistent whole sprang forth 
in jast and grand proportions. The possibility of calling 
order oat of all this chaos, and combining its confused 
elements into a system, must have appeared one of the 
absardest of dreams. At this epoch of science, a sadden 
introduction to soch a universe, though but in miniature, 
as the Garden of Plants presents, would have disclosed an 
absolutely new creation ; in a revised edition it is true, 
and much amended and improved in accordance with the 
laws of science. And this microcosm cannot be viewed 
even now, without experiencing, as it were, anew revela- 
tion of the Creator, in the unexpected lights that burst 
upon the spectator, of the relations and design of hi* 
omnipotent productions. What was before imagined ta 
be a chaos of chance is proved to be the symmetry of a 
fixed purpose; and the infinite wisdom and power which 
the infant or barbarous man could always behold and 
adore in the stellar and planetary worlds, are now found 
to pervade the, whole, even the minutest, and, if I may say 
80, the most neglected portions of the works of God. 

I pass over the superb collection of casts of the head» 
of distinguished and extraordinary persons, and other 
objects very reluctantly, with a simple mention, because 
there really seems no middle coarse between such a notice 
and a volume, which would be required for a description 
of any of them. — To continue my sketch. 

In a new building, which is not wanting in pretensions- 
to architectural beauty, erected for the express purpose, 
is the Mineralogical and Geological Gallery^ containing 
more than sixty thousand specimens. These are arranged 
in a long hall, running nearly the entire length of the 
structure, in cases on the walls, and in tables along the 
sides and in the centre, also upon the galleries which snr* 
round it. The specimens are all under glass, and labelled 
scientifically and popularly. The principal ornament of 
the room is an exqusitely chiselled statue of the immortal 
Cuvier, by David. He is represented in an erect position, 
clothed in the rich robes of the Boyal Council of the 
University; his head is slightly bent, his face noble and 
full of thought. He holds a spheroid, in which is a con«^ 
Mderable opening, emblematical of his profound researcbe«' 
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into the bosom of the eartii. By his Bide^ on a slab^ is 
ttie most eloquent of all inscriptions^ the titles of his 
titerary and scientific works. Before this chef d'oeuvre 
are two marble tables, inlaid with Florentine mosaic, 
most beantifblly executed — and a table, of which the top 
is a specimen of every marble of Spain, cut in a square, and 
forming an exhibition of patchwork. This was a present 
from one of the kings of that country many years since 
to this museum. The galleries on one side contain all the 
known rocks and earths, geologically arranged ; and on 
the other, the fossils which are found in them. 

The mineralogical collection is divided into four grand 
classes, viz; earths, containing an acid; earthy sub- 
stances or stones; inflammable materials and metals. 
There are various kinds of spar ; precious stones of all 
«orts, including diamonds of every colour, without men- 
tioning inferior ones, called rubies and emeralds, which 
are quite cast into the shade by the unrivalled brilliancy 
of the choicest of gems. Vases and crystals of colour- 
less quartz, agate, chalcedony, lapis lazuli, &c., attract 
the unskilled eye. A large piece of native gold in nearly 
a pure state is displayed, which weighs sixteen and a 
quarter ounces. This cabinet was much improved by a 
a donation made in 1825 by Charles X., of a fine collec- 
tion, bought by the civil list for twelve thousand pounds. 
Additions are constantly made. Every encouragement 
is given to the student by the professors, who are assi- 
duous in their efforts to explain and aid the stranger. 
In one of the galleries are specimens of the skeleton of 
the mammoth, found in the caves of Ohio, but much 
inferior to those to be seen at home ; also of the elephanto 
found in Siberia. 

This is a very meagre account of the minerals, I con- 
fess; and, if there were room, which there is not, to 
draw even an outline of them, it would ill become me 
to attempt such a thing — me, who regard earths as good 
for nothing, but the nutrition of grain, cotton and grass ; 
rock not as a chronometer to tell how old the world is, 
but, merely as furnishing a missile to throw at a dog, 
who distorbs my night's repose with baying at the moon, 
or a weapon to extinguish the caterwauling gentry, 
against whom I would willingly with all my might cast 
s 
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tiM choicest [nece of granite in the whole cabinet, erem 
if I knew that its felapar and mica had been coapled m 
their everlasting union more than one hand red thoosand 
years ago. Cats however — and it is a remarkable fac^-^ 
are never beard of in Paris, any more than fires. The 
reason of this mnst be left to the decision of the JEjticu^ 
rean philosopher, simply remarking, that this scarcity 
accounts for the leanness of the collection in that brancb 
of natural history. 

At one end of this last mentioned gallery, and in % 
manner continuous with it, is the Botanical OaUerp, 
founded by Vaillant. The general herbal contains mere 
than fifty thousand species. There are besides separate 
ones of New Holland, India, Egypt, and many mone^ 
which served as models for various works, as that of 
Humboldt and others. Here, too, are specimens of ftat 
woods, barks, roots and foliage of the trees of every 
climate. With this collection and the living specimen m 
the green houses, one, well studied, would never be at i^ 
loss to know the name of a plant, or its nature, if was* 
dering alone in the forests of the tropics. Every wood* 
is here found cut in different directions, thus showing ite 
Tarions appearances. The most curious of the whole are 
two cabinets, representing the fungus family, made m 
wax, and presented to the museum, one by Charies X.^ 
and the other by the Emperor of Austria. The former 
was executed by De Pinson, and is estimated at the 
value of eight hundred pounds. Each specimen is exhi- 
bited in two views ; one whole, the other cut lengthwiBe^ 
ndiowing its interior construction. The number of driel 
plants is more than three hundred and fifty thousand^ 
and of grains, woods, and fruit, five thousand. The 
marble statue of Jassien is of great beauty. The illue- 
trious botanist is sculptured in the act of examining » 
ilower, which he holds in his hand. It is a whole ien^h^ 
executed by Heral. 

The library numbers thirty thousand volumes, aaft 
fifteen thousand pamphlets; but its most remarkable 
portion is its portfolios, ninety in number, which contaim 
mx thousand drawings, original designs, mostly upon 
"^Uum, figuring fruit and fiowers. Nothing can exceed 
ifoe wonderful beauty of this imrivaned collection, 
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inenced in 1635, and yalaed now at moie]fhan eighty 
thousand pounds. 

I have thus ran throngh the ennmeration of a small 
part of what to see alone reqoires days, and many years 
to know. Sufficient has been said, perhaps, to give some 
idea of its greatness^ its excellence and beaaty. 
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XL. 

Hopitalde Ul Pitie* Lisfranc Velpeau. Louis. Bourgeolt Marriage 
and Wedding Festivities. The two Milliners. A tender-hearted 
Lawyer. 

Behind the Jardin des Plantes is the HSpital de Ut 
PUidf founded in 1612, formerly an asylam for orphan 
children ; hat since 1809 attached to the Hotel Dieu, and 
containing patients of all classes. It is mosi; noticeable 
for being uie one to which Lisfranc is attached. Tbia 
great man, if talent can make one so, and one of the 
most skilfal surgeons^ not only in Paris, bat the world, 
is now advanced in years. His fine head is crowned, 
like Mount Blanc, by th^ snows of many winters, his 
locks being perfectly blanched. His face is expanded 
and noble; his eyes black and gleaming; his nose 
slightly Roman ; his mouth large. As a man he is said 
to be very rough and jockeyish, and as a public cha- 
racter, in which light only have I seen him, he is evi- 
dently a person of extremely high and irritable feelings. 
He is abundantly skilful in his operations, possessing at 
the same time an unerring judgment. In his lectures his 
tones of voice are most remarkable. After going on in a 
very low strain for a considerable time, so subdued in- 
deed, that great effort is required to hear him at all, he 
bursts out all of a sudden, at the top of a most sonorous 
voice, making the walls ring again, waking all his sleepy 
listeners, and that, too, on a word, often the most unim- 
portant of the whole sentence. With Velpeau he has 
often come into collision, in the Concours, and the battle 
has been desperately contested, victory sometimes be- 
stowing her laurel on one, sometimes on the other. The 
consequence is, that a deadly animosity bums between 
them ; and they give it vent, at the same time adding 
new fuel to the flame, by calling each other hard names 
with the rough side of their tongues. Velpeau, speaking 
of him in his public lectures^ calls him ^'that mao; more 
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remarkable for the sound of his voice, than any thing he 
ever said." Lisfranc, who hears the remark from some 
kind friendly gossip, seizes the first occasion, that pre* 
sents itself to throw the arrow back. He almost shri^ 
with excitement ; his arms are lifted above his head, or 
dashed upon the table before him ; he takes huge pinches 
of snaff m rapid succession, while his countenance is 
contorted with anger; but 

" The foe inyulnerable still 
Foils hif wild rage by steady skUl.** 

Barely does Lisfranc beg^in a lecture without abusing 
his competitor; styling him, in revenge, "the little 
butcher of la Charite." This hatred, so virulent between 
these distinguished men, is not an uncommon occurrence 
in the city. It is one of the evils resulting from the 
system of Concours, to which I referred in one of my com* 
munications on the hospitals. A similar ill-will existed 
between the celebrated Dupuytren and Roux, which ceased 
only with the life of the former. They however restrained 
their bitter feelings more within their own bosoms, 
and never allowed an entire lecture to be polluted with 
such railing, as disgraces the two competitors of the pre- 
sent day. It is a melancholy sight to see two old people 
quarrelling, and Time standing near, ready to cut the 
victor down. Gray hairs should exhibit the mellowness 
along with the decay of age ; and can never hope to com* 
mand respect, unless the fruit, as well as frost of time; is 
seen in their company. 

I was delighted, as you may suppose, to see coushi 
Ellen and her husband here. "What! come for your 
health? it is perfectly ridiculous;*' and I succeeded so 
well in convincing her of her bonne sante, that she had 
half a mind to forego the object of her journey, which 
was to consult the great Louis. His charge, however, is 
so moderate — only eight shillings — that an interview 
with him was considered by us all to be advisable; for 
his decision is Kfiat, Accordingly I called on him at his 
residence, Rue de Manors, No. 8. While waiting for him 
in a handsomely furnished parlour, I turned over the 
books upon the table. Without exception, they were 
works of caricature. His intention must be, it would 
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Bcmiiy to remove the trepidation and eonitrain^ ai8 
natcural to a patient^ when approaching a person who 10 
aboat to pronounce jadgment, as it were, upon hi* 
ckapeea of life. Thus restored to a balance in his feeMnggy 
the man of science can form a better opinion of his case. 
Will this fact account for the gaiety of many celebrated 
medical men ? With a similar design the celebrated 
painter, Stuart, was accustomed to interest his Bitten^ 
with the enchantment of his raried conversation. This 
brought into action the distinctive lineaments of the face^ 
and displayed their characters, if they had any. If they 
happened to possess none, which was often unfortunately 
the case, tani pis for the portrait,— no one could be more 
negligent of his work ; but on the contrary, if tiiey were 
men of rank, or women of beauty, the qualities, for 
wiiioh tiiey were kBown,'^were certain to live and Iweatbft 
upon the canvas. 

^He would wait,** he said, ^'upon the lady to-morrow 
morning, at half-past nine o'clock ; or if she would pre* 
fer it, she might call upon him ; the charge would be the: 
flame." An American would demand at least two pounds 
for the same examination at his 'own office. Is thst 
high price of medical knowledge in America tiie conee* 
quence, as that of com in Europe is, of the badness of tiie 
crop ; or is it natural for the advice of the faculty to rise^ 
like a balloon, in proportion to its want of weight ? 

Louis is the most eminent living physician, who attends 
to diseases of the chest, and his works are translated 
into every tongue. He has held various situations in thsr 
hospitals of the city ; where his lectures attracted crowds 
of students. Now, however, he is placed at so great a 
distance from the Latin Quarter, that fewer attoad has 
cliniques. Nevertheless, none coosider that they have 
done all they ought to do, until they have availed theBi«» 
eeiws of the advantage of the Hdpital Beai^on. 

Louis is tall and commanding in person, though some* 
wliat stooping. His face, fbrmet'ly quite full, is now ra* 
therthin, and deeply marked with thought ; anexpres*^ 
fskm which is increased by the use of Bpectacles-*qnits 
uncommon among the Paris physicans. His hair, for* 
merly lig^t, is now silvered over. His whole appearaacs 
is German-— I do not know hie country — and calculaiad. 
to indace oae to repose oonfldsnoe in hini at a glancssr 
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The meeting: took place; the important examinatioa 
which had been soaght at such a distance^ bo long, bo 
anxiously, was over. ** Madame, there is no diseaBe of 
Hie lungs.'* Was it not worth the laboar and expense of 
a voyage across the Atlantic P More than two years, 
that have elapsed since that day, have set the seal of 
truth on our opinion ; pardon me the '^ our," if only to 
gratify my vanity in a momentary association of the two 
names. 

The French woman trips through the gravities and 
even solemnities of life with the same flourish, and 
amount of forecast, that she would show in going 
through a waltz or polka. There are two sisters, young 
women, as they are called in Paris, of the ages of thirty- 
«ix and thirty-eight, whom their father, at his death, 
«ome twenty years ago, left almost destitute. They 
have been industrious milliners all this time, and now 
possess one thousand pounds, it may be, between them. 
This, with the income of their business, enables them to 
live quite comfortably. They have their shop, and over 
it three or four other rooms, including a kitchen. Two 
of the apartments are let, and if the tenant is a foreigner, 
and can persuade the ladies to suffer him to take his 
dinner with them, it is accounted an enviable privilege ; 
ibr it is not easy for a visitor from another country to 
get domiciliated in a French family. 

One day the oldest of these girls discovered, that she 
had money enough to buy a husband, a luxury never to 
be had without a dowry. Matrimony here is commenced 
with the rule of Barter and Exchange, and ended with, 
that of Tare and Fret, She selected an avocat by pro^ 
fesaion, but by practice a teacher, of about fifty years of 
age. On the second of this month they were legally 
married by a justice, and on the sixth remarried in the 
church of St. Snlpice. I saw the whole performance 
witii all its fudge and mummery, and as such events are 
■lire to fill a church, I don't see why it should not one of 
my pages. Each, falling on both knees, held a hQ|fe 
candle. This, to keep the white kid gloves from beiiur 
soiled, had a band of velvet round it, the groom's of red 
colour, the bride's of white. On the side of the candle 
towards the audience iB stock a coin gpven bv the bride'' 
froom for the purpose. This being visible to the QQm« 
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pany, a piece of erold, I think, will be often sabfltitated 
for the five Tranc piece given on this occasion. Ite 
canning originators of the rite were undoubtedly awaie 
of our infirmity of ostentation. This money, as well as 
five or ten francs for saying mass, as much more for the 
poor, the pay for chairs, and many other items, drops into 
the co£Pers of the church, which, like the crocodile's 
month, is always open. So exorbitant are tiiese de« 
mands, extracted for a rapacious hierachy by sacerdotal 
leeches, that the patience and pockets of the poor 
husband are pretty well exhausted. 

After the ceremony was over, at half-past one o'clock, 
the invited guests, numbering thirty-five, proceeded to 
the apartments of the bridegroom to discuss a breakfast. 
Infinite delays occasioned by losing the key to the wines^ 
and other accidents, put it off to half-past four o*clock. 
It was almost time to dine, so we were not offended to 
remark, that it differed in other respects very little ftout 
a dinner. This done, all separated to make preparation 
for the evening ball. For this, the entire house of the 
two sisters was put in requisition, the lodger's rooms and 
all. Two rooms were used for dancing, the tenant's for 
card-playing, and so on. Most French fioors are nn- 
carpeted ; as a compensation they are beautifully waxed^ 
and therefore always in prime order for a dance. All 
furniture was removed, benches covered with velvet 
ranged along the sides, and mirrors, which are adored sdl 
over the kingdom, covered the walls. 

At half-past nine o'clock the company began to as- 
semble, and eighty or ninety were soon squeezed together^ 

dancing, waltzing, and amusing themselves. If, M 

were here with her fastidious notions about waltzing, 
she would find herself in a minority of one ; which 19 
quite too small to transact business, and barely enoogh 
even in Congress to make a report. Frenchmen, so far 
from deeming one arm around the waist objectionable, 
find it easier to waltz with both hands of the cavalier 
clasped behind her. When I shall teach you on my 
return the polka, deua temps waltz and the French 
quadrilles, we will have famous dancing. 

During the evening, some comic songs were sung; 
but, whether I am not yet sufficiently a proficient in the 
idiom to enjoy the jokes, or whetiier there were none, I 
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am not able to detennine ; it is my anipicioxi, that the 
French laugh eafdlyi especially at marriages. Befresh- 
ments of hot grog — a very weak beverage^ and disagree- 
able to me — orgeats, orange and other waters, were- 
passed round. Besides these, there were fruits, and nQt» 
placSf that is, covered with sogar, cakes of the most 
fragile character, very dry, and having the texture of th» 
pil^ of a cornstalk. They use no such cakes as ours. 

Thus we went on till half after four, when the com- 
pany dispersed ; some of whom had come from Rouen, 
ninety miles. The house being exceedingly discomposed, 
a few, who remained, sought repose till momiug a la 
mode Arahique, with very slight regard to rank or sex, 
which are never spared by balls, in peace or war. 

So merrily went the marriage bell. But when Virginie 
began to realize, in the solitary stillness of the succeeding 
evening, that Julie, the partner of her bed and business 
for so many happy years, had gone away, and left her 
companionless in her home, she could no longer support 
the tiionght, and fell into violent hysterics. It was then 
that Monsieur Dumas, to comfort her, nsed the memorable 
words, afterwards so laughed at among their connections, 
" Croyez bien, ma chere P^ir^inie,''^ said he, wringing his 
hands, and crying aloud, with streaming eyes, " Sivaits 
^tes malade, je serais totijaurs a voire chevet,"^* Thi» 
little speech was reiterated by him so often and so 
dramatically ,|as to become a stanaing joke, which Virginie 
is no doubt cracking at this very hour. What gave it 
point was, that the moon, which ligMed the guests to the 
marriage ball, was scarcely in the wane, before he perse- 
cuted her with a lawsuit — next to the inquisition, yon 
know, in cruelty— about his wife's share of the partner- 
ship effects. This scandal should have been prevented, 
if possible, by Madame Dumas, since Vrginie was the 
one whom Monsieur first addressed; and she kindly psssed 
him over to her sister, because she thought that, being the 
oldest, it was her birth-right to be married first. 

It cannot be disguised that mjr little milliners were ex- 
travagant, especially the capricious Virginie. They had 
their apartments for retreat on Sundays, from the heat» 
of sammer, at Anteuil. I must admit, that their situation 
was delightful, near the Bois de Boulogne. Then, was it 
not extravagant for Virginie to pay twenty pounds for a 
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sbawly which she sometimes wore on soch warm days, as 
to be obliged to carry it on her arm ? What vanity 1 
Worse stilly she was the caose of the same folly in h» 
sister. Become a madame now, the latter was not by 
any means to be oatshone in dress. She therefore teazed, 
tier hasband, till she got a shawl, of coarse more splendid 
«till , which cost monsieur twenty-five pounds. Ah ! thes» 
milliners have a charming taste ; and persuade their 
husbands that they prove it^ in selecting them to pay 
their bills. 

My letters lately, I perceive, are tending to exceflMive 
length. This propensity must, if possible, be checked. 
I shall, therefore, nip off the runnerd, as the vine-dressers 
do, when I can, and now give you an earnest of my sia* 
cerity. 
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xLi: 

How do you like Pavit ? Style of the Iraildingi. Fins. Fixe Scpnti 

ment. Water. Common Sewen. 

QuKSTiONs can be asked in Earope as well as America;; 
in France^ as well as New England. We hear, yerf 
freqaently, " How do yon like France P" " How do yoa 
like Paris ?'* One must be pretty adroit to reply without 
nourishing or wonnding national vanity. This is a very 
sensitive plant, but I snspect, it was not altogether 
unknovm before the discovery of America ; though from, 
the figure it makes in some of the late collections, it 
might be thonghtnever to have been met with in European. 
«oils. Ten to one, it was imported along with the' 
wearers of French silks, or English broadcloths, lurking 
beneath them, like the original cotton seed among 
tea. Oar own indigenous botany is very wefi. 
known to consist of a more rugged and substantial 
growth, such as potatoes and Indian com, whicb,, 
especially the former, must be admitted to be c^uite an 
awkward emblem of our imputed national trait. For 
further information, the works of Mr. Dickens may be^ 
coaaulted, pcissim. He has treated this subject, as well 
B» others, m such a natural and unexaggerated way, tm-. 
to excite a wish, that he would devote his strikingly^ 
veracious talents to the eaact sciences, or to an auto** 
biography, where of course the author would be precisely 
on a level with his subject, and like two distorting 
mirrors, would faithfully reflect each other. 

Having been some time now in this metropolis, I mat 
better able to answer these queries than at first. Jk 
person should not be in a hurry to break silence oa 
arriving in a country, whose manners and customs ar» 
difterent from his ovm. It is necessary to see correctly^, 
before he can judge properiy. I do not mean to assert^ 
that knowledge of the worid comes to a man lite 
Mitrition to the air plant— by abMrptioa ; iMt^ if it ui a 



ft84' OLD WINB 

fact, as it donbtless is, that all information reaches ns, as 
Locke says, through the avenues of the senses, they ought 
to be kept in the very best repair, in order to transmit 
intelligence with accurate promptness without any special 
act of the will, as the iron rod constantly and quietly 
attracts the electric fluid from the surrounding atmos- 
phere. The remembrance of home is apt to give a 
mveller the mal de patrie, and distemper his vision. 
Another thing — we know that time alters the focus of the 
eye ; what is not so clearly perceived is, that space does 
the same. I do not now allude to the existence of a 
bias on the mind ; because a person, warped by prejudice 
or interest, cannot possibly see things as they are, nor 
report them truly, if he could. A third matter to be 
mentioned — ^though deemed quite superflaoas by many — 
is, that the masculine property of common sense is useful 
to any observer. One may be versed in logic, a master 
of science, and of many tongues ; but if easily deceived 
and cajoled, cheated in every article he buys, even at lu» 
own door at home ; ran away with by every pagasns, 
that some scheming adventurer and admirable rider 
causes to caracole before him, whether it be homoeopathy, 
animal magnetism, or any other nag, he is not a man of 
common sense. It is this Ithuriel attribute, that iden- 
tifies the gross credulity of the Catholic with the like 
facility of implicit faith in other denominations; and 
which is not surprised to detect beneath the coat and 
surplice, some of the same impurities that stain the 
scapulary. A man who lacks the intuitions of common 
sense, cannot properly answer the question. What do yon 
think of Paris? All have heard of the tourist in America^ 
to whom a young farmer remarked in conversation, '^ my 
poor father is dead, and I am going to pull up stakes, 
and be off to the West." The traveller whip[)ed out his 
memorandum, and noted for the information of hi» 
countrymen at home, that "when a father dies in the 
United States, they do not put down a grave stone as in 
England, but — they pull up stakes!" To regard a 
country as it deserves, all the senses of the best endowed 
have enough to do. When a blind person therefore talks 
of what he sees ; a deaf one, like Miss Martineau, of what 
she hears, '^ risum teneatis amid ^" 
Let me begin an answer, then, to this Monsieur Ton* 
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flon of a qaestioD— and it will very likely be deemed an 
apt illastration of the incompetency described. The city 
or Paris, properly speaking, referring by this to the boild- 
ings, is not adapted to strike an American visitor with 
pleasure. The gray stone, of which they are almost 
universally composed, has a sad air, even when new» 
that calls np two very disagreeable images, old age and 
decay. A few edifices are constructed of brick, as is 
part of the palace of Versailles. This is wanting, how- 
ever, in that brighi; red colour, which gives a look of 
cheerfulness to an American city. The prevailing hue is 
brown and sombre, with scarce a tinge of red. This 
circumstance may be owing to imperfect burning, but 
more probably to the character of its constituent clay. 
The Place Royale, where Henry II. was wounded in the 
eye by the Count de Montgommeri, is surrounded by 
structures of red brick, faced with stone copings, which 
is the only instance of the style in Paris that I remember 
to have seen. Wooden buildings are so very rare, that 
I do not recollect a single specimen. The number of 
houses in ^e city is estimated at forty-five thousand. 

Constructed of such materials, with walls and floors of 
some earthy substance, and roofs of tile or slate, fires 
kindle with great difficulty, and spread with much 
greater. Notwithstanding the close proximity of the 
buildings, one rarely or never communicates fire to ano- 
ther. The best proof of their rarity is the state of the 
fire-department. A distinct set of men, called sapeurs 
pompiers are devoted to the sole business of extinguish- 
ing fires ; and no one else lends a hand, for he says, " it 
is none of my business." They are an extremely fine 
corps, and are educated in gymastics to prepare them 
for duty. Subjected to military discipline, and having a 
uniform, they are in truth but an order of soldiers, who, 
imder this guise, are a formidable body, always prepared 
for an emergency. When a fire occurs, they hasten to 
the spot with pails, occasionally with an engine. They 
form a line and pass water from the nearest fountain, 
and throw it on the flames, or into the engine, which is 
unprovided with hose for suction. This is not its only 
deficiency; its power enables it to project water to a 
very inconsiderate height only. This feeble and ineffi- 
cient machine resembles those used iu America twenty 
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^or tidrty yean ago. The laws lelatiiig to firen are rmy 
good. If a men accidentally and carelessly aets hm 
room on fire — ^for scarcely any body has an entire honae 
to humelfy if so, the law is the same — ^he not only snfiecB 
liy losing his own property, but must pay all the damage 
it may do his neighbours, to whatever extent it mm 
spread ; rarely or never very far, indeed, as I have aaid^ 
bnt sometimes a room or two. There is no accountiBflr 
for tastes ; for in America they bum over their prairies 
and cities, once every few years, in order to give them 
« fi«sh and lively growth. Thus they preserve their title 
to the name of the New World. Of this attribute of 
newness, they are so very fond, as to maintain it witii 
jnroud tenacity in the names of some of tiieir oldest 
States ; and propagate the darling syllable, wherever a 
squatter has effected a lodgment, or a hunter spread Us 
blanket for a night. But they cannot have antiquitiss 
in such a country, and the spires of their churches will 
never have time to grow so high, nor their houses so 
large as in the Old World. This novelty is an expensive 
luxury. 

I have observed, t^at I do not like Paris very well for 
its buildings of snuff colour, so closely compacted, sad 
its generally narrow and dirty streets. There are spkaa- 
did exceptions; some buildings and some streets are ss 
magnificent as can be. I am not speaking, howevov 
of the aristocratic portion of the ci^, but of the ievi 
nuemble. 

Moreover, I do not love the water. When I set aoj 
foot upon the shore of Havre for the first time, timt 
drinking the stale, stagnant water of the ship for tMr^ 
six days, I longed for a draught of t^ sparkling elemstt^ 
the literal mountain dew. My first demand of the ser- 
'▼ant at the hotel was for this delicious beverage, wfaioh 
had played before my fimcy for many a long day sod 
night. I tasted it with eagerness, but so unsatisfactory 
was the result, that, concluding there was a mistake, I 
ordered him to get some more, and to be sure that it was 
fresh. The glass was brought again, but the fate ef 
l^talus was mine, witii variations ; I could not drink 
it. i did not know, till afterwards, that it had cooie 
from an aqnedoct, and been strained and filtered, till tlie 
vduuEcoal had deprived it of sveiypsrtiele of taste, ftaui 
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^water is tke wme. The natore of Hbe acnl, oonnBtiog of 
fodkj fftrata of great depth, tea few spnogs, so tlutt tfae 
inSmbitantB are driven to fhe Seine, or distant aomvei, 
made available by aqoedaeta. At the begnming of fte 
^fteen century iihere were font twelye public fountains^ 
and a century later, in the reign of Fruicis I., only aix- 
teeD, snpplying bat one inch of water to a popalatiom of 
one hundred thoneand. Allowing a qnart a day to eadi 
inhabitant, an inch will supply about one thousand per- 
sons. What must have been the distress, when this 
quantity was distributed among three hundred times 
that number ! Under Louis XIV. and XV., the city was 
principally supplied by a pump on the Pont Nenf, deno- 
minated the Samaritan, which yielded from thirty to 
eighty inches, according to the height of the river. The 
population was then, (1775,) six hundred thousand. 

Government has, of late years, taken the matter in 
hand; and the city now enjoys an abundant supply of 
this inestimable element from the Artesian Well at 
Crenelle, and numerous aqueducts, and from reservoirs 
filled with water, pumped up by steam engines from the 
Seine. This serves not only for arink and other necessary 
purposes, but supplies the numerous ornamental foun- 
tains, which are scattered over Paris, and feeds the 
fontaines bornes, or short fountains, at the corners of most 
of the streets, to the number of sixteen hundred, whose 
beneficent office it is to cleanse the gutters, and purify 
the city. Men appointed for the purpose daily turn the 
cocks attached to them. All the fountain water is puri- 
fied by a large filter at the reservoira; but, as it is not 
after all perfectly free from sediment, every house is com- 
monly provided with another to complete the process. A 
few houses have water conducted to them by small pipes 
connected with the larger ones, but generally they depend 
on the water-carriers, of whom I have before spoken. 
It is stated, that five millions of francs are paid to these 
carriers annually. 

The spare water flows off by the Common Setoers* 
These are now substantial and capacious. In former 
times, the city suffered very much for want of them; 
and, in 1370, the first was built. This was, from time to 
time, stopped up, and thus engendered many formidable 
diseases^ from the odors and vapors which it emitted. 
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Since 1829, fhey have attracted extraordinary attention, 
and are now a^oat sixty miles in length, constmcted in 
vaulted masonry, at a cost of eighteen millions of franca. 
Thus the purity of the city is accomplished, as far as pos* 
^ble ; for the contents of the sewers are emptied into tiie 
Seine, and soon borne away by the rapid waves. 

It will take another letter, I perceive, to finish a reply 
to the interrogatory, *' How do you like Paris?" 
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XLII. 

Answer to " How do you like Paris !" concluded. Religion. Cookeryt 
Utility of a Temporary Residence in Paris. 

A CHILD can invent a qnestion or objection in a few 
seconds^ that will take a philosopher as many days to 
solve, and it is likely not complete it then. The embar- 
rassment springs often from the magnitude, more than 
the intricacy of the subject. A ship of the line will an* 
8wer the helm with the same certainty as a Baltimore 
clipper, but demands more time and space to do it in. A 
replication to the interrogatory, " How do yon like 
Paris," is the easiest thiug in the world ; but requires a 
little world of space and patience too. And so the dan- 
ger is, that amid the rattle of words the answer may be 
lost, like conversation in a cotton-mill. Many a speech 
has been spoilt, like the old continental money, because 
there was too much of it ; and a sermon, that, in the first 
half hour, wound up the audience to the highest pitchy 
almost always in the last half one snaps the spriug of 
patience, when they all run down again. But the failing^ 
of others will never teach us caution, though their suc- 
cess is pretty sure to tempt iudiscretion. 

When I say, as in my last letter, that I do not like the 
streets, houses and water, of Paris, I have said all I am 
disposed to do in its disfavour. The condition of the 
edifices and streets is owing to their antiquity, and the 
habits of the country. Many of the latter are so very 
narrow, that a carriage can scarcely pass ; and then there 
is great danger to the pedestrian, who is obliged to save 
himself by entering under the Iwrgepories cocheres, which 
are on the side. The trouble and rush are greatly aggra- 
vated, when country vehicles attempt a passage. These 
are extremely large and cumbersome machines, with 
wheels so immense^ that one is ready to imagine them 
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relics of a former age, when they were drawn by oxefl^ 
now called mastodons, and driven by giants. 

Trivial matters there are, no doubt, to disturb the habits 
formed by early nurture in another world, which some-* 
times vex us. These must, of necessity, occur whither- 
soever we may go, even to a country much superior to 
our own. I have already in various letters described the 
streets and amusements of this city, and need not there- 
Ibre say, that I have found the one very gratifying aad 
diverting, and the other exceedingly beneficial and in- 
structive. No one, who knows anything of the matter, 
•Cinestions the advantages of Paris to the student ; and bj 
•common accord, the world proclaims her the Cypms of 
atke modems. 

The religion of the Parisians has been variously spoken 
-of. Some, indeed, have even denied them any at all. Bat 
tiiis is the disingenuous view of a bigot or enthusiast. 
To be rational we must discriminate. I should be sony 
to believe, that the amiableness, civilization, refinemmti 
beneficence and good nature, that are conspicuous in this 
rast population, were not to be put down to the credit 
*of religion. Because such a supposition would deprive 
Christianity of its distinguishing criterion — ^* by its froits 
ye shall know it ;'* — and rob it of the pre-eminent glory 
of being the parent of celestial charity with all its clus- 
tering virtues. The manner in which religion here may 
strike an inquirer, depends — and what does not ? — on Yam 
point de vue. After being disgusted by the harsh dissen* 
sions^ and useless, and often hurtful, discussions, or rather 
wrangling, of which the fountain of truth in my own 
oonntry is unhappily the subject — I will not say, the 
oause ; after witnessing the minister-making and unmak* 
jng, church-member-making and proselyting, that have 
been systematized into a branch of business there, the 
^^eral tranquillity which pervades society in mattors of 
^is nature in Paris is soothing to the feelings. I know 
ihe purity of the clergy has been called in question — yes^ 
iUppantly denied — but who shall place the foibles and 
transgressions of the various orders of the priesthood m. 
dhristendom in the scales, and nicely trim the balanoeP 
Those who administer at the holy altar are immaculate 
nowhere. The highest of them have fallen sadly* l^* 
means* too, of the old temptations* which assail our com:« 
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0ion nature — " the world, the flesh, and the devil." I» 
there any principle in the religions institution in France, 
which strengthens the power of the tempter, or weaken^ 
the motives to resistance? Perhaps there is, but it is 
difBcnlt to decide. Indiscriminate surmise is easy ; but 
the real truth is not obvious to a sojourner for a-year ; 
nor, I apprehend, even to a '' native to the manner bom," 
without a particular and thorough investigation. One 
thing is to be expected, that the branches of the mighty 
tree of religious organization, which overshadows Ghriii- 
tendom, should bear the fruits of the original stock ; de- 
generating, as it grows older, till a new one shall spring 
jrom the true seed of the divine and blessed Sower. 

Errors there doubtless are in the Roman Catholic code 
of morals and religion. Upon these it is not my present 
design — though it is my privilege as well as that of every 
freeman, — to touch. It will be time, however, to exert 
this unquestionable right, when we Protestants caa 
better agree among ourselves, what those errors are. 
Yet I will venture to select one or two of so odious a 
character and dangerous a tendency, as to call for rebuke 
and opposition, wherever they appear. They are exclu- 
fiiveness, and intolerance, or religious despotism ; twins 
in their birth, and the inseparable Castor and Pollux of 
«very hierarchy. Commencing by making men slaves to 
the church, they prepare them well for servitude to the 
civil power. Such a development of religion has been in 
different ages, now a tool, and now a master of the state ; 
and will play the same parts again, whenever the trage- 
dies, that have in times past dissolved whole countries 
in tears, shall be acted anew. A discouraging feature ia 
the future prospect is, that, should this malignant power 
decline, or be extinguished, of which there is no symptom 
as I can see, it has provided for the preservation of ita 
exclusiveness and infallibility by grafting those usurped 
prerogatives on offsets from itself, transplanted in all 
portions of the Christian soil. 

Far be it from me to assert, that the people of Paris are 
religious less than those of America ; but I can safely 
affinn, I believe, that they have vastly less hypocrisy* 
This base vice has been often said to pay an involunta^ 
homage to the value of religion. Such precisely is my 
own opinion; and it ii a tribate paid too by those, wbp 



292 OLD WINE 

are eminently competent to calculate its advantage to 
them exactly to a penny. The devotee in France, on 
the other hand, is sincere, and unremitted in the fierform- 
ance of the duties prescribed by her faith, not from popa* 
larity or fashion, but a feelings of its solemn obligation* 
There is certainly more freedom of opinion here ; and the 
Christian can repose his confidence in any creed or 
dogma, without encountering the frown of his iellow- 
mortal. Uncharitable judgment and vehement denuncia- 
tion are nevertheless a considerable mitigation of the in- 
qnisition and auto da/6 ; and matters, it is hoped, will 
grow better instead of worse. Bat all these favourable 
omens may possibly prove fallacious. The Church may 
be temporising now, but only because it is weak. The 
time may come, when this still formidable power, con- 
fessedly militant, though often military, may claim its 
original temper with its strength. Then, becoming 
"weary with her long dalliance with the infirmities of 
men, it is feared she will arise, like Achilles from the 
distaff, and put on her terrible armour again to conquer 
and avenge. There are no present indications of the 
advent of such an epoch, which can never come, till the 
«ects and governments, which chequer and beautify the 
Christian world, and secure the independence of each 
other, shall succumb to the famous principle of unity, so 
dear to despotic power, civil and ecclesiastic. 

The transition is natural and easy from the clergy to 
good UvingSf and so to cookery, the most agreeable of all 
the sciences, whose pleasant province it is to provide for 
a table, round which all communions and denominations 
agree to sit in peace, with liberty for each to indulge in 
whatever suits its respective taste. Its articles are 
swallowed with wonderfully less reserve than those of 
the Council of Trent, or even the far-famed Thirty-Nine 
themselves And what shall I say of the cuisine of this 
nation, renowned as a frog-eating, ragout-making, wine- 
drinking race ? Why, I must even re-echo the universal 
acclamation, and acknowledge for once, that the vox 
populi is also mine. One cannot always expect to masti- 
cate with a different taste, though he may see things in a 
different light from everybody else. I therefore cheerfully 
consent to the elevation of French cookery among the fine 
arts, and of French cooks to the dignity of professors.— 
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We proDOUDce the imitation in paste, which rivals the 
brilliancy of the diamond of Golconda, a splendid inveii- 
lion; but what honours are doe to him who extracts 
tartle-soap from a calPs head, and converts, by his 
cnrioos alchemy, a tough old ram, the pater'familias 
of many generations, into a delicate, plamp saddle of 
venison! 

" Magister artis« ingenijque largitor 
Venter » 

Oy worthy disciple of the matchless Careme! receive the 
thanks of the innumerable admirers of thy gastronomic 
skill, now living, and of multitudes yet unboro ! And 
thon long-necked, broad-backed, fin*flapping, ambitions 
cosmopolite! tumble about at thy ease in the briny 
floods, and sleep without anxiety on the sandy beaches. 
No Robinson Crusoes — at least from France — shall trip 
thy heels up, while perambulating the sea-shore, nor rob 
thee of thy precious body to pamper their own. The nn- 
sospectiug calf has usurped thy place of dignity at the 
head of the table ; and thou livest but in name at the 
head of the restaurant bills of fare. But is not that, 
seriously a valuable art — which is able to transmute a 
very indifferent thiug — as Lord Peter could a brown loaf 
into a leg of mutton — into an article of pleasure to tlw 
palate ? There are those who affect to say, they feel not 
the slightest preference of one thing over another, pro- 
vided only, the taste is the same. — By stopping the nose, 
this identity of taste will be accomplished ; for then all 
meats will have the same flavour, all oils the same deli* 
cacy, all wines the same gout. Even in such a case the 
cook will not be useless ; for his miraculous skill in over- 
coming difficulties will enable us to dispense with the 
fatiguing process of holding on to one's nasal extremity 
during a dinner of spoiled meat, and a withered salaa 
dressed with whale oil. Glory, then, to the noble cook, 
the only true agrarian ! He repudiates the maxim E(e 
nihilo mhilfit The grand distinctive among men has 
ever been the difficulty or ease of obtaining a dinner. He 
has abolished this odious distinction, and proclaimed to 
oar hunger-tormented race, that all mankmd may have 
leave to dine* The chiffonier may henceforth come to the 
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iable, ai^d when that is the case^ we know for a certaintf 
that all men mast really be free and eqaal. 

ThiDk of the immense productions of the earth, its 
millions of bushels, its millions of pounds ; and the incre- 
dible magnitude and worth of the large portion of llbB 
whole, that must pass through the hands of the cook on 
their way to the millious of mouths, that stand perpeta- 
ally open, like those of young birds, in expectation of 
receiving the customary dole. Two mighty processes are 
thus going OH in the world without ceasing. Nature is 
exhausting her energies in producing, man his life in 
consuming; while the cook stands between them, the 
great organ of communication from the one to the otlier. 

What an important officer is he in the general dissemi- 
nation of pleasure, acd the protection of so much wealth 
from waste. Surely an artiste must be welcomed with 
eagerness among my countrymen in the New World 
where his drastic agency is so much needed. There — in 
the country, I mean — at one season of the year, nothing 
appears upon the table from day to day but veal ; at 
another pork, honest and unaffected pork ; while a third 
larger fraction of the twelvemonth is regaled with sheep 
and lamb, and lamb and sheep, till a considerable fleece 
is said to shoot out on the surface of the consumer's 
akin. What a metamorphosis would follow the advent 
of a Parisian artiste among these grand realities ; one 
who can erect a superstructure where there is no founda* 
tion, and of whose works the remark is as true, as it is 
of matter, that no particle of them is ever lost! The 
water that boils his meat or vegetables, with the addition 
of a little maccaroni or vermicelli and proper spices, be- 
comes good soup, such as — I shall be very happy to eat, 
when once more in New York. Health, too, is com- 
monly the result of such cookery as this ; for, during my 
residence in this city, all the time in constant attendance 
on the sick, I have noticed extremely few cases of 
trouble arising from the food. The various dishes are se 
well prepared and cooked, that the digestive organs have 
not been overtaxed in their duty of assimilating them to 
the body. I have a strong inclination to say more on tills 
subject, thus but slightly touched, and shall do so perhaps 
hereafter, in comparison with the modes of life m 
^gland. 
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'' I hope your brother has not brought home any French 
puppyinni/' wrote one lady to another. A thoosaad 
aiimlar remarks are heard, insinuating the kind of im» 
portation, which is thought to be usually made by ^vel« 
len from foreign parts. Are they true ? I answer, they 
are true ; and they are false. 

They are true of those who, at home, are coxcombs, 
and only ^o abroad to gad, and gape, and gossip. When 
one of these is asked, ** Have you visited the Coliseum ?'*' 
he replies, *' Don't remember, my good fellow ; Frank 
pays the bill»— is it a hotel in Paris P" The Forty Bahr 
theory of South Carolina is quite as applicable to thia 
case as to the tariff, for whet a man briDgs home bears an 
exact proportion to the outfit. Thus, if the export is aa 
American dandy, depend upon it the import will be a 
European fop. 

" Coilum mm animuin mutant, %ui trans mare cuzrunt." 

These absurdities, more or less, apply to all who roam 
over Europe, without any earthly purpose whatever* 
Their clothes, their manners their principles, the^ 
loyalty to their country even, hang very loosely oa them, 
and they are ever ready to exchange them aU at nay 
iime for those they become acquainted with on othmr 
■oils. Pemons of weak minds, or in the gristle of youl^^ 
are particularly liable to the novel ibliaences that sar* 
Touna» and will be apt to overpower them, in strange but 
refined communities. A funous country, for the ifarst time 
seen, is ever invested with the halo of romance ; eveiy 
object seems enlarged by the mist of ages, with which it 
is enveloped. The outside of old polished nations, which 
is sure to be the best, maintains, in the immature and 
inexperience judgment of such people, an unequal com- 
parison with the plainness, sometimes even coarseness 
of their birth-place. Beside, the mind is first drawn, 
like a child's eye, to the bright points, overlooking the 
imperfections, of all the rest of the prospect. 

It is paiufal to observe how many good Americans 
have been converted into Europeans by being placed, 
when children, in a French or German school, for educa- 
tion. At maturity, on returning to their natal soil, they 
^1 themselves to be foreignera in every thing but the 
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name, amid a popnlatiou to which they are unable to 
assimilate themselves; and, till death, continue to be 
attached to ideas which first occupied their youthful 
minds. Their usefulness and honour have, in this way, 
been impaired by the mistaken means employed by their 
parents to increase them. The yoang American should 
be educated, and grow op in the midst of his countrymen, 
on whose generous fellow-feeling he is to repose for his 
happiness and future fame. Will parents weigh the 
acquisition of two or three modem tongues, and a few 
literary and scientific advantages, perhaps, of foreign 
institutions, against the morals, principles, felicity, and 
reputation of their ofitspring ? Instead of this, all classes 
should receive their nurture, as much as possible, in the 
company of each other ; and the glory of the New-Eng- 
land Common School arises from its tendency to prolong 
the literary and cordial fellowship of youth among aU 
ranks in life. The farther this idea is carried, the better 
for the country. 

But there are travellers, against whom the charge of 
coming back from a temporary residence in foreign society 
worse than they went, is false. These are such as have 
high and useful aims in visiting the old world ; and go 
thither with some acquaintance with their own, and an 
understanding not so vacant as to admit ^e entrance of 
every novel notion. These will be likely to return laden 
with new acquisitions from the European market, and 
an intellectual capital augmented by foreign traffic. The 
utility of travel depends upon the traveller— 

" Some minds improve by travel ; othen « rather 

Resemble copper wire or brass. 
Which gets the narrower by going farther.* 
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XLIII. 

' Flower Markets. The Pantheon. Painting by Oroi. Tombf of 
Voltaire, Rouaseau, Lagrange, and otiien. 

Mr malady proceeded from a wisdom tooth, which was 
filled in Boston, but still the work of decay went on. 
<f Yon did not know I had been sick?*' I suppose, it is 
because I did not tell you, then. How shockingly one 
bears sickness, whom Heaven has always blest with 
health ! Com pare him with the hopeless invalid . Uneasy, 
impatient, fretful, he fills the house with uproar, like a 
spoiled child, who bellows, if a handsome blue bottle 
does but just buzz near his thin ear. 1 have an excellent 
relative, who, good soul, is a little plethoric. Occasion^ 
ally after trifling exercise in the sun of a New England 
summer, a slight nose bleed ensues. The entire house- 
hold is up in arms. On the instant, men are mounted 
and on the road to the physicfm's dwelling. The horsee 
need no guiding, for they know the way, and the doctor 
needs no message, when he sees the foaming steeds. The 
female portion of the household have a trying time. One 
seeks cold water ; another a rusty key to thrust along his 
back, as if it was a case of lack'jaw. Red yam is tied 
around his neck and wrists, and an amulet of blood stones 
sheds its selectest influence — and all this — because a man 
once died of epistaxis. The poor invalid^ on the othmr 
hand, accustomed to lie upon a bed of suffering, for days, 
and months, and years, utters no complaint, though racked 
by pain. No ripple agitates the tranquillity of his home. 
A smile, though faint, must sometimes try to animate that 
pale face, like moonlight on sepulchral marble, so that 
cheerfulness shall not be entirely banished from the house- 
hold. 

But the sickest of all men, that have but a slight de« 
rangement, is the physician himself. His complaints al« 
ways augur badly ; he is quick to perceive symptoms of 
organic disease. His accelerated pulse indicates a fever » 
a slight cold is sure to be an embryo consumption. He 



treats himself with trepidation. His constitntion 19 

Peculiar; half the doses for other persons he deems snf- 
cient for himself. He is then greatly alarmed, because 
the medicine is inert ; for^ when medicine refuses to act^ 
danger must be imminent. He does not remember i^ 
adage^ equally applicable to his own profession as the 
legal. The man who pleads his own cause, has a foei flair 
a client. If a physician is thus imbecile when at home^ 
he is, in a foreign land, entitled to sincere compassion. 
Images of death hover round him — no friends to sootiie' 
his pains, or smooth his pillow. His little headache is ai» 
incipient brain fever ; he shudders at the thought of dy- 
ing in a strange country, away from all his beloved friends. 
He writes his last letters, makes his will, and — ^f— iddkn- 
de-dee. I am not sick to-day, The horrible symptoms 
are all gone; visions of future happiness and joyous nnioik 
with all that is dear come to occupy their places. 

The flower markets are pretty and quite nnmerons. 
Bnt a market here must not be thought to resemble tiie' 
Quincy market in Boston — a large substantial structure 
&[ stone ; nor one of wood even. No—many of them can* 
not even boast of such sheds as those of New York» 
Some indeed are built of stone, but without the smallest 
pretensions to elegance. Others are merely places, 
which may or may not have trees around them, and a 
small fountain in the middle, like the flower market inth» 
Cite, Some of the marketmen, especially in the markets, 
which are held every day, as those for vegetables and 
others, protect themselves and their merchandise from 
the weathers' inclemencies by huge umbrellas of canyes, 
which screen them from snn and rain. The flowers theei- 
selves have no other shelter than the puny trees aroond 
the square. The air is loaded with odours from these 
charming productionsof nature, offered in great profhsioa^ 
Tariety and beauty ; at least they are beautiful to me, pent 
up within gray old walls, encrusted with the smoke of 
centuries. With the same tact, which the French possess 
in such an eminent degree, so evident in the merest trifle, 
these flowers are disposed in captivating arrangements. 
The pots, which contain them, are unwashed ; buta dwetr 
of white paper envelops them and the plants and also, ex* 
cept tiie foliage. Hie earth is hidden too, and so the 
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bright blows and verdant leaves are strikingly displayed 
in contrast with the white groand relieving them. 

It is astonishing what a quantity of them, such as the 
pansy, daisy, and little rose-bashes, are sold to the poor 
grisettes^ Their prices, from the knowledge we have of 
tile depth of the parses of these simple girls^ must be very 
small. From her day's wages of tenpence, she can- 
not possibly resist the desire to spend two of them 
for a pot of those sweet violets. She stands on one side 
looking at it from a distance. Presently she goes nearer; 
then taJces the pot in her hand. Three beautiful violets 
fully blown; another just begins to show its purple 
colours ; and see^ under the green leaf at the side, there 
is another still. Two soas are not much ; their absence 
will make a scanty dinner still more meagre, it is tme^ 
but when the meal is eaten^ it is gone ; but the delightfol 
flowers will solace many a lonely hour. Such is her 
mental soliloquy, as her countenance plainly enough 
betrays : '^F'oila jardinier! here are your sous — and the 
flowers, yes — they are mine." And they go home with 
her^ pressed to her heart, and tasting her rosy lips. Whe 
would not be a violet P though to mount — amount — ^flve 
flights of stairs are not enough? No^ still a sixth. Ahf 
the lot of a violet may be pleasant, but that of the poor 
girl, its mistress, is not so enviable; her path is not 
always flowery. 

I begin to flatter myself on having at last seen Parisi 
With my numberless visits to most of the principal places^ 
and my views of it from the environs, I had considered^ 
that the city had been pretty thoroughly explored ; but \t 
was necessary to make another trial yet. One of the 
most magnificent edifices had been from day to day pNOst- 
ponedy merely because it could be viewed at any time* 
Now, however, the great Pantheon has been seen. In 
one respect it is much like the State House in Boston, for 
ito beautiful dome is conspicuous from all portions of the 
city, and serves as a beacon for a wide circumference. 
The reason that the little dome ef freedom's temple in 
Boston is so prominent to the citizen and sailor, consists 
in its situation. Placed on the summit of an eminence, 
and isolated by the smallness of the surrounding buildings, 
it possesses unusual elements for the fine display, which 
it really makes. It covers one of the lofty headlands of 
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tiie bay with its crowii> which however would long iince 
have been hroken> like that of Jack, (of the firm of Jack 
and Gill,) had it adorned a human brow^ instead of that 
of Beacon Hill. 

Bat the Pantheon owes nothing to its situation. The 
whole city is bailt on nearly level ground. Beal greatness 
is the only things that can cause one constituent part of 
it to rise above its neighbours. Two hundred and eighty 
two feet are the measure of the distance from the pave- 
ment to the to{) of the dome ; and to this height an easy 
access is provided^ if the visitor has the strength to 
ascend it, by four hundred and seventy-five stepB--a 
march which will give him a feeble notion of the punish- 
ment of the treadmill ; on that account I entreat those 
legislators to try it, who are in favour of that description 
of exercise. When once this elevation is surmounted, an 
extensive prospect opens on the eye. — Every other 
building is below, though, with the cathedrals of St. 
Sulpice and St. Kustache, many still tower around.. 
f*rom no other place can a better idea be obtained of the 
actual magnitude of the city. In whatever direction one 
in the streets may turn, the same mass of hoary wallsi 
stops the view, save when here and there it is diversified 
by some conspicuous structure, for the number of which 
tiie city is remarkable; or by the gardens of the Tuilleriee^ 
or the Luxembourg. It is from this uniformity of struc- 
ture and material, that Paris seems so much smaller than 
it really is. A siogle colour paints it all. In our cities 
the red brick, white spires, and wooden buildings 
variously painted, not only render the coup d^ceil bright 
and lively, but by their diversity communicate an im- 
pression of extent, which does not belong to them. This 
metropolis, viewed through a foggy atmosphere, might 
be ti^n by one not conversant with what he was 
observing, to be a heap of rocks; for it presents no 
plqect to correct the natural illusion; the steeples, 
chimneys, roofs, being all of stone. He might be indeed 
puzzled by numberless smoke-jacks and funnels, two or 
three of which on an average spring from every chimney 
in the city, for I question whether one exists that does 
not smoke. 

But to return to the pinnacle of the Pantheon, which 
we were not wise to leave perhaps after the labour of 
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climbing to itr— let qs examine the interior; for^ strange 
to say^ we have got npon the top witiioat entering the 
stmctare. The world looks gloriously from the temple^ 
and the temple looks finely from the world. The ap- 
proach is from dirty, narrow streets, whence we step 
into a spacious, well paved square around it* The 
buildings, that stood there, have been torn away to make 
it; and those, which are to be erected in their stead, 
must be formed with hollow fronts, that the 8(^uare, 
agreeably to the laws of Irish ijerspective, may lie in the 
form of a ring. One only has yet been erected, the 
Ecole de Droit, From this an excellent view may be 
had of the principal front. This is a magnificent portico, 
composed of twenty-two fiuted columns, sixty feet high 
and six in diameter, supporting a triangular pediment, 
one hundred and twelve feet broad, and twenty-two feet 
high which is embellished with a large composition in 
relief by David ; — France — a figure sixteen feet high — 
bestowing honours on her distinguished sons. Among 
them are Fenelon, Mirabeau, Voltaire, Rousseau, La- 
fayette and David the painter, on one side ; on the others 
are soldiers of the republican and imperial armies, with 
Napoleon conspicuous at their head. In the comers, 
children are endeavouring to imitate the example, thua 
set them, and below is the inscription : 

AUX 0BANI)S HOMMES LA PATBIB ASCONNAISSANTE. 

From the centre of the edifice rises the great dome, 
upringing from a circular gallery, surrounded by thirty- 
two Corinthian pillars. Above this is a lantern, formerly 
surmounted by a ball and cross, which are to be replaced 
by a bronze statue of Immortality seventeen feet in 
height, a model of which is now in the temple. She 
stands with one hand open to record, and holding in the 
other a crown to reward the deeds of the worthy. The 
whole elevation to the apex of the monument, will be 
more than three hundred and twenty feet. The dome, 
pillars and all, are of stone. 

On entering the Pantheon we find within but a single 
room, which is in the form of a Greek cross, two hundred 
land eighty feet by two hundred and fifty- eight. Its 
superbly sculptarea walls and ceiling, eighty feet in 
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height, are sapported by one hundred and thirty piUaz* 
with rich pedestals and cornices. All is white and pure 
within. From the shape of the structure the effect of 
the dome is greatly diminished. It cannot be seen, till 
one arrives at the centre, aod almost breaks his neck in 
•training to get a sight of the magnificent painting by 
Oros, who received for it not only four thousand pounds, 
but tiie title of Baron from Charles X. It extends over 
three thousand two hundred and fifty-six square feet. 

This edifice, when erected in 1764, by Loais XV.« was 
intended for a church, and has been vacillating a long 
time between that and a hall of philosophy, till it has 
Anally become a temple devoted to the reliques and glory 
of the illustrious dead. This picture has a minglea 
design. The dome represents four groups, rendering 
homage to St. Genevieve, to whom the temple is dedi- 
cated. These groups are encircled by angels, each of 
whom is a king or France, who by the lustre of bis 
reign, or the influence of his age, has created an epoch 
in the history of his country. There is a circle, in which 
«re seen Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, Louis XVII., and 
Madame Elizabeth, and in the centre the glory of Deity. 
The pendentives are allegorical pictures of France, Jos- 
tice. Death and Glory embracing Napoleon. The picture 
in the dome can scarcely be seen distiuctly from below, 
on account of the inconvenient but necessary position of 
the beholder ; but one can mount to it almost, and then 
he may not only examine the painting well, but from an 
inner dome look down upon the people, who appear 
below like pigmies. People, who are seen from above or 
from beneath, always appear much smaller, than when 
they are at the same distance on a level, as the moon in 
the zenith shows scarce half as large, as the same sa« 
teUite in the horizon, though not for the same reason* 
To give one an idea of the magnitude of this noble 
picture, a mosaic circle is placed immediately benea^ 
•nd exactly the same span-^thirty- three feet. 

Under the temple are the tombs of those, whom France 
has pronounced worthy of a place of such distinction. 
The guide proceeds witii a lantern through its chilly pas« 
sages, and, as he comes to each monument, arranges his 
company, so that they can have an advantageous view, 
ti^ it with his cane, and after a soitable preparatoiy 
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fiawking and hemming^, commences his history. Bat his 
recital is almost as inintelligible, as the reading of a 
well-fed priest. Voltaire and Roassean have suffered the 
penalty of greatness in being torn from a quiet country 
Abbey^ and the beaatifal pleasure grounds of the Marquis 
de Girardin in the isle of Poplars. And now with others, 
who have the misfortune to be famous, their memories^ 
like wild beasts in a menagerie, are " stirred up" by A 
^shattering guide, and their merits canvassed by the stupid 
Englishman, who says, ''well that*s did,"-*aiid the 
curious Yankee, who ask '' have you ever saw ?"•— neither 
itf whom have ever read a syllable of their writings, aad 
know them only by the anathemas, which have beosi 
«howered upon them. 

Voltaire is also brought to more vivid recollection byft 
€ne statue of Houdon*s, which is placed on a niche near 
the mausoleum. Lagrange, the distinguished mathemati- 
cian, reposes here. With all his mathematical powon 
beoould not calculate the absurdities uttered over Ids 
tomb, multiplied, as they are, by the echo in a neighbour* 
ing portion of these vaults. It seems to me that so fine 
4in echo might be better employed, than in repeating the 
«hoats and dialogues of the guides, and the blows in« 
fiicted by them with their canes upon a sounding board» 
which they have placed there for the purpose. The loud 
responses appeared to my imagination to issue from the 
lx>dies of the dead, complaining of the unseemly sacrilege. 
Hhe ashes of about thirty eminent persons now find a 
Testing place in these caverns, enclosed in marble 
•oenotaphs or urns. The fickleness of the people is ex« 
iiibited in their treatment of the remains of the illustriooi 
Mirabeau, which, in 1797i was buried with much pomp by 
the National Government, but were afterwards disinterrea 
«nd banished from the precincts. Mwrat shared the sam9 
itnte. 

Near this building is a reservoir for water obtained 
tN}m the Artesian Well almost a mile distant. 

From the tone of several recent letters, I am afraid yom 
^11 think I am engaged in dead-letter writing. What^ 
«ver the fact may be, yon may be assured that sooh ui 
ttot my intention. 
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XLIV. 

Mint Repugnance to the Use of Steam Power by Government. 
Gr^ory XVI. Cabinet of Coins. Medals* Jewellers. Academy of 
Industry. 

Thk Mint is a large buildiog of three stories, sitaated 
on the bank of the Seine, and from its length makes a 
etriking figure, when viewed from the opposite side of the 
river. Perhaps the arrangements of this iDstitntion are 
farther behind the age than any other similar one in 
Europe or America. Those who are acquainted with the 
workshops of the Mint in Philadelphia, pronounce them 
infinitely superior. Not only are these dark and dirtv» 
but everything is inconvenient. It is almost impossime 
to believe, from the appearance of the utensils, that such 
fine coiu, as is current in the kingdom, could be possibly 
produced; though it must be admitted to be still in« 
ferior in beauty to that of England, the Uiiited States, 
fuid several other countries. All the machines are worked 
by hand. From the foundry, where the bars are cut, 
I passed to the room, where they are flattened and 
punched — all by hand labour. The punching requires a 
force, which an unaccustomed arm is unable to command. 
In a succession of apartments the coin is baked, weighed, 
whitened, and struck. This concluding operation is eze* 
cuted now by means of a steam engine, placed here 
within six months. The varioos steps are explained, in 
a satisfactory manner, by the workmen, who oddly enough 
complain, without a single exception, that it is very warm 
here — ^French way of asking money I 

This government are extremely slow in introdacing^ 
steam into4;heir works. They contend, that every steam- 
engine makes paupers of all workmen, whose places it 
Supplies ; and, acting on this opinion, their work is cod« 
sequently inferior to that of other nations. The Pope of 
Home (Qregory XVI.) taking a similar view, has re« 
cently announced, that no railways shall be constracted 
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in his domioionsy as long as he shall live. The whole 
nation living on the money which drops from the pockets 
of straDgerSy his Holiness may be right ; since few more 
perhaps would visit it> if the facilities for travelling were 
greater, while those who went would obviously spend 
less. Churchmen in that country, as well as our own, 
have a kind of second sight, where money is concerned. 
Besides, the Vatican has never been fond of new dis- 
coveries at any period, as Galileo found ; and it ought 
not to be wondered at, if the courteous old gentleman of 
the keys and triple crown is a little nervous about the 
introduction of the exciting locomotive among his uneasy 
lieges. He knows it is a Protestant invention, as much 
as the terrible Alliance ; and, like another sensible and 
prudent Laocoon, may exclaim, Quicguid id est, timeo 
JDanaos et dona ferentes. And why should not the fiery 
horse, which has burnt tiie woods and bams along Long 
Island Sound, also scatter light, and perhaps flame^ 
among the dwellers on the, banks of the Tiber? 

In another part of the building is the Cabinet of Coins 
— an immense collection. These are arranged in glass 
cases round the room, with statistics connected with 
them. The oldest is a French coin of Childebert I., of 
the date of 61 1. There are English and Spanish coins in 
great profusion. In a small case are shown the coins of 
America; those of the United States are very poor. 
With these there are a great number of medals ; one of 
Charlemagne is a unique specimen of the time. Those of 
the Louises, Napoleon, and Louis Philippe, are almost in- 
numerable. A case of some of the most common and recent 
ones is marked with the prices, at which they can be pur- 
chased. Many cases contain specimens of the medals and 
tokens of various societies and commercial companies. 
In an adjoining gallery are the dies, from which the coins 
and medals have been struck, since the reign of Charles 
VIII., and specimens of the various metals, used in 
coiniog, in their native states, as well as in their pure 
and refined form. The whole collection is richly worthy 
of a visit, and to the antiquarian must be a delightful 
treat, for it contains many relics, extremely valuable and 
rare. 

Old coins are very easily obtained in France, abound- 
u 



9M OLD WIKK 

iiig in the «hop0 of tiie gatherers of old mbhnh. Amooi^ 
tfaeiDy a few days ago, was foand a two soos pie«t^ 
coined by Napoleon » but never cireulated — a few obTit 
having been given to the ministers of the cabinet, it: 
consists of a bit of silver, encircled by- a ring of copper^ 
raised above the interior, to save it from wearing awav. 
Its price was fixed at twenty shillings. The admiraim- 
ooUection of Raman coins belonging to the govemmeiit: 
is deposited in the Bibliotheque Royale. 

To this edifice, the jewellers, silver and goldsmitha^ 
bring all their manofactares to be stamped. This is not- 
performed, nnless thay possess a certain fineness; the 
gold must be of eighteen carets ; ten per cent, is charged 
on the valae of the gold. This proceeding insures th^ 
purchaser against deception in the quality of the wares^ 
Having very little money in my pocket, I gazed npoia 
these rich and glittering commodities with the Bmm» 
pleasurable emotions, as one may be supposed to feel on: 
looking into the kitchen of the Astor House just before-, 
the dinner boor. 

I will conclude this letter by telling you an anecdote- 
of the great composer, Bossinni, and the great cook^ 
Careme. On second thought, X will omit this for the 
present, which, like Careme's own preserves, will not 
spoil by age, and give you a hasty sketch of an exhibi- 
tion of works and industry made by the Academy qf 
Indutstry of Paris, in the Orangerie of the Tuilleries. It 
was on a somewhat similar plan to those often seen ia 
America, in Boston especially. The commodities how- 
ever were entirely French in their character and uses.. 
Our shows consist of instruments and works of utility,., 
with very often little pretension to beauty; such aa 
labour-saving machines and substantial fabrics, designad 
for the use and consumption of working men. These^ 
on the contrary, were all articles of luxury, fitted to the* 
wants of the rich and voluptuous, and to a highly artb-^ 
ficial condition of refinement. The cabinet work was of 
the most beautiful description ; but such as would rery 
far trawscend the means of any person less than a peer- 
at the least. Beside each different variety of wares sat 
a young girl, who displayed their uses, beauties and 
advantages ; distributed cards to every one» who pa8aed> 
of the makers' city address^ and prospectuses ot every 



bONp^^. I remarked to one wko had the oveniBhi •! 
one of these pieces of furnitare — a table of ebony, wiik 
m rish bloe y^vet tc^, inlaid with other woods— >*< Ah V*" 
said I, ^that is for no one less than a httle king.?* 
^^Jki eoniriUre,** was the answer, which, reinforoMt 
with a sweet smile» and bewitching words melted tog^ 
tfaer— «o«# a fait Francais^^left one in doubt, whetbert» 
believe or not. '' On the contrary," said she, ** it is Ibv 
any one that will buy it. It is a mere cadeaUf only 
tfaurty-two pounds." I could scarce refrain from teUiii^ 
ker, that my thrice ,^a^-grandfather made his owtt 
tftble of pine boards with hemlock legs ; and on that he- 
ate his frugal meal one hundred and fifty years ago m 
tiie. wilderness of unexplored America, wi^ a keener 
zelish^ than I fear the buyer of this gew-gaw will know* 
Passing by suspender maters to the Jeing, my eye wa» 
caught by a new method of roasting cuffise^ which has suob 
SB operation upon the grain, as to pivserve all its aroma» 
good taste, and fine qualitiefi^ without producing the leaa^ 
effect upon the nerves ;" and the civil attendant took » 
quantity, and applied it to the noses of all that passedj^^ 
giving each a card, and hoping be would come and tr^ir 
Sb. There was a musical instrument, called Concertinm 
Jfouvei, which I had never seen before ; it was claimeck 
by the seller as a new invention. But it is on the prinoi^ 
pLe of the accordeon, in one respect at least, for like that 
it must swell and contract in order to be played. Thv* 
tenes are also not very unlike. This instrument is, how^ 
ever, much more extensive in its compass, comprehend-* 
ing five octaves. From a very hasty inspection I think 
it cannot be very different : the extraordinary compass it 
possesses may be attained by the method of playing it^ 
irhieh is on both ends. Its form is octagonal ; but the^ 
jceys are not arranged precisely in the same manner, andr 
Hiis serves to lend it an air of novelty. The price ie 
from a hundred and fifty to a hundred and ninety franai^ 
aoeording to the case. It is capable of application to- 
pianofortes and organs. 

Near this was a vender of hollow, JletPtUe tttbee. These 
vers of any iHugtb ; their use was tu call to one in ano<» 
therroom. For example, in the night a sick person hae 
this Qwd pasfted round the baluster to an apartment be« 
Jliwy and placed near the bed of the attendant there* I| 
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any thing is wanted^ the sick man fixes a small wbisttif 
to his end of the con!, the blowing of which aroases tk& 
watcher. This friend, or servant, being thus awakened^ 
one has only to sobstitate the month instead of tiiar 
whistle, and his wishes are at once communicated to him, 
who has his ear at the other end of the tube. The prieef 
is two shillings and sixpence a metre, or a little more than 
a yard. 

Then we came to a little shaver, who showed off tbe 
beauties of a travelling trunk, which he had, with a vola- 
bility more amazing than his merchandize, which^ my 
ftiend observed, must infatlibly make his fortune. The 
glib-tongued youngster did not understand our langnagey 
but concluding with national politeness, that it wacr 
aomething fine, laughed heartily. The trunk was not aa 
ill invention. It was provided with small slides, makings 
the interior of any form desired; allovnng one to cany 
a bonnet, hat, or other dainty thing, without injury. Next 
was one, who had Kboa of paste, which, put upon a pair of 
white kid gloves, would instantaneously remove every 
particle of dirt without the least rubbing. Perhaps it 
might take gloves and all. Bonbons and chocolate of all 
varieties were there ; meats of every sort preserved for a 
voyage ; turkeys and chickens, that will retain all their 
original fiavour after a lapse of twenty yean. 

The lockmakers to tbe king — there was a time, when a 
Prench king made his own locks — ^have, among other 
things, a new invention, which has some utility. It is a 
amall lock, which is put upon the outside, after the door 
of a room or house is locked, and completely closes the 
key hole, so that no man can enter by pic^ng. There 
were lamps worse than ours at home, but highly praised ; 
ttmbrellas in canes, &c., in great numbers. Sick chairs of 
new invention are singular things to be shown by the 
prettiest girl in the room, who freely commented on all 
their advantages. Painted fans, ;of the most beanti^ 
ful description, superior even to Dorr's, were exhibited; 
and diamonds manufactured to order of such brilliancy, 
as to easily deceive, when not compared with the ge« 
xiuine monarch of the mine. This species of the gem is aa 
much worn in France, even in a common company, that 
almost every body is connoisseur enough quickly to de- 
tect a counterfeit. Whoever wishes to cut a figure aaumi^ 
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ParisianB with false stones will find it decidedly safest to 
do it with smaU ones ; as^ in their estimation^ when an 
ornament is not real, the less there is of it the better ; a 
base coin of a low denomination only having any chance 
for currency. Some cameos, that I saw cut there, will 
not drop out of my memory for many a day. 

Bat what seemed most extraordinary was the speci* 
mens of hair-work. One piece comprised a representation 
"pf Pere la Chaise, wonderfully true to nature, containing 
every monument, and all within a moderate compass. These 
were all standing independently of each other, without any 
mutual support. The willow trees, the common grass, 
the clover and the bouquets placed there by affection, 
were entirely of hair, and all perfect. I could read the 
names of the deceased upon the monuments, which a 
single hair appeared to write. Behind, moved by ma- 
chinery, advanced the funeral of a soldier, who was car- 
ried on the shoulders of his compatriots. The whole was 
charming. And these clever people work on chains and 
bracelets equally well. Shall I not do my friends a favoor 
by directing them to the great establishment Rue de la 
Coq, where all is done cheerfully and in a superior man- 
ner ? I think BO. If they can make even a cemetery at- 
tractive, what must be the consequence, when they exert 
the full power of their exquisite art upon the already 
beautiful sexP It is the plainest problem in the Bule of 
Jhree. 



V. 
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XLV. 

£hauaiiere« Monsieur Coste. Fourierites. La Demoeratie 
Monsieur Bureau and Family. Frederika Bremer. ProftaKir LooB^ 
fdlow. ObaerraUny. Momiieur Anigo* 

I HAVE jmrf; sent yoa letters by Dr. 6. B. S. of Fidki« 
delpfaia. How I loDged to be e9» roitte with tkem for 
New York. As I returned, it began to blow ; and m half 
amhrate the rain descended in torrents^ accompauad 
irith thunder and lightning. I stepped nnder a gramdB 
pvrte cocheref to wait for the tempest to be over, and wkw 
oufond du cours, a sign, on which was written Bains, X 
had no need of a bath, for the streets were immediaMy 
flooded, and neither pavement nor trattoir was to m 
flpeen. As, tinder existing circnmstances, I did not wish 
to «wim, there was absolutely no choice but to remain 
where I was, and act npon the siaiu gtio, nntil the deluge 
tihould subside, and the street be fordable. In the ernttm 
ing, feeling intolerably ennuyeiup, 1 set off for the Chftih* 
miere, a ball-room, celebrated for its beauty and pleammSb' 
Notwithstanding the glowing panegyrics I had heard oa. 
this popular resort, my raised anticipations were far 
surpassed. The place seemed, to my imagination,! 
the fabled gardens of the genii. Nature and art conspired 
to captivate the senses. The air wss redolent with sweet 
odours, stolen from lilacs, laburnums, acacias, and inna-« 
merable flowers ; music intoxicated ; lamps, brilliant with, 
gas, reproduced, through elegantly cut shades, a softened 
day, and beauty, seen through the green leaves gracefully 
turning in fairy waltzes, coloured the whole scene witu, 
the rose-hues of sentiment and feeling. Even Jnno» 
Venus, and other shiniug divinities, left their celestial 
abodes on this occasion ; and from the numerous windinjp 
alleys, and buildings around, appeared to enjoy their 
evening's visit very much, if I could judge correctly by 
their radiant smiling faces. The dancers are grisettes and 
their cavaliers ; the spectators are delegations from every 
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cAm of people in Pane ; «nd the Englbh tmigoe k ahmoilr 
«• common as the French. 

I was surprised to see at these balls the great men «P 
9ii» city, the most distiogoished in the fields of letters ant 
ocience. 1 liave already mentioned, as you may renoiem- 
iier, that 1 attended the celebrated lectures of Monsieur 
Coste, Professor at the College of France, on £mbry«« 
iogy. He is soon to publish a work, which will be the 
fMRDf^test on the sabject, to the aid of which the Go- 
•vemment has advanced twenty thousand francs. 1 was 
walking leisurely about, absorbing as much as possible of 
tiie joyousness that was overflowing and rmming to 
^rwste everywhere, when accidentally I met him. He 
inqnired, <' if I intended to dance.*' My answer wai^ 
"^ I did ; for a physician is not permitted to enjoy a 
national pleasure in America ; and I must seise the fefW 
•dancing moments that are left me." ** Come,*' said h^ 
*^ I am looking for the extraviagances ;" and we found, 
aaem easily, you may be sure. In one place a mulatto 
^1 was floating ia the waltz and polka with her Cau- 
casian lovers and many a fair spectator would tore 
jMBUiBed her yellow skin, could she have taken with it 
tier &ae silk dress and jaunty bat. An ample heel pnMnsd 
snot the least impediment to superior waltzing. A yoaag* 
Igirl, in another quarter, herself without attractions, oob« 
irived to draw a crowd around the place where she wao 

S'roaetting, by the peculiar wa^ she had of showing it 
t, and not particularly taper hose distender, for it 

just occurs to me, that American women have no l9$w. 
-^ Ah,*" says Monsieur Coste, ''the human specimen, in a 
state of perfect 4evelopement, is a strange animal." For 
« moment, I fancied myself listening to his lectures at tho 
toflSlege ; but glancing at the speaker, and then at the ship* 
5»onding audience, I was quickly reassured; the grefrti 
lecturer and the learned sapefemmes vanished ; Monsieur 
Coste and the beautiful grisettes happily reappeared, and 
ihe scene became brighter than ever for the shadow that 
•^ad passed. A little farther on, we found a throng ap- 
fdanding a young fellow, who, in the midst of the danoe, 
'was turning somersets, rolling wheels, and performiiy 
aimilar absurdities, without losing a note Of &e music*-* 
ia anotfaer portion of these ^e^mt gavdens were ^km 
MmUignu uk. Emt»9. ThisisaaiiiioliMdpla&e, dowiM 
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to the height of an ordiDary three-story house, on whidi 
several railways were sunk. Ascending to the sammit 
by winding stairs, for five sons one may enter and go 
down the railway in a little chariot. From the steepness 
of the descent at the commencement, the velocity is very 
considerable. The wheels of the vehicle are checked at 
the end of the course by running into loose sand, and 
thus it is stopped. No danger can arise in enjo3ring this 
miniature avalanche, for a leather band confines the rider 
to the coach, and the sides, raised some eight inches, are 
nearly on a level with the small wheels ; neverthelefHr, 
there is plenty of screaming amoug the fair adventarertk 

The organs of the Fourierites in France is the ne=W8- 
paper. La JDemocratie Pacifigue. In the saloon attached 
to the editor's department, there were assembled the 
other evening several of the most musical of the Pha- 
lansterians to hear some music composed by MonsieuF 
Prudent, one of the first Parisian piano players. He had 
sent his grand piano before, following it himself, as fast 
as a game-leg would allow, and gave us a delicious 
treat. Monsieur Bureau, the musical editor, apprised 
me of the entertainment, as he had of similar ones before^ 
Another part of the evening's amusement was a recitation 
of his works by a poor poet. In his rough grey coat he 
contrasted strongly with the smooth, sleek, well-dressed 
gentlemen in white kid gloves around him. Being a fine 
reader, he succeeded, by the aid of a sonorous voice, in 
passing ofi^ some rather indifferent rhymes, as their nice 
dresses did his genteel critics, for all that they were 
worth, and a little more perhaps. This man gets his living 
by vending the works of the Fourierites, and procoiing 
subscribers for this newspaper, selling occasionally a copy 
of his poetry, which is all clear gain. He is called l£e 
apostle of the Phalansterians, and his face gives in* 
dication of considerable talent. 

Having mentioned the name of Monsieur Bureau, I 
must not omit to remark, how much he and his wife 
sympathized with Horace Greely, of New York, on the 
burning of his office. His interesting family reminds me 
more of the United States than any thing I have seen in 
France. Their history would adorn a tale, and is not 
entirely destitute of romance ; but my account shall be 
ixmcifle« He was a captain of artillery; she a poor 
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tailor's daughter. He was not handsome; she quite 
pretty and graceful. He not rich ; she without a sou. 
If any one in the armv marries, he is obliged to take a 
wife, who has a dot (dowry) equal to his rank, varying 
of course with his iKisition. The private courts by sous ; 
the officer by francs ; there is a fixed price. Poor Mon« 
sieur Bureau wished to marry the indigent looking girk 
In doing this he forfeited his rank, espoused poverty, and 
now lives in more contentment than any Frenchman i 
have ever seen. He does not pass, like them, all his 
days within a ca/6 ; his home is too enticing. There he 
is surrounded with a charming educated wife, and three- 
smiling boys and girls, precisely at the age when they 
are most pleasing. Madame occupied herself in putting 
them to bed one night, soon after my arrival, and the- 
whole operation was so vividly home-like, that it went 
directly to my heart, and the memory of it warms it 
stUl. 

I frequently spend a portion of an evening there, and 
read to her from Thiers' French Bevolution, while she 
corrects my pronunciation. Once she consumed some 
time in trying to teach me l^e euphony of the word 
usurpateur; after all, it was left as an exercise for the 
next visit. When the throat gets hosky, I give her, in 
return, a lesson in the polka, which she is anxious to- 
acquire ; and I have actually received compliments at a 
small party for the proficiency of my graceful pupil. She 
is naturally so ffeniille, and the messieurs so accustomed 
to applaud her waltzing, that they do it more perhaps 

from habit. Never mind. Mr. B comes home m 

time to play for us. Then Monsieur S and his silent 

wife are frequent visitors. She is from the nobility, and 
gave her hand and purse to obtain the fine countenance 
and superior talents of her husband. 

Just hear him talk of the garde nationale — the militia 
of the kingdom. He was formerly an officer of the 
army under Napoleon ; but now a militia private ; and 
his comandiog officer is a butcher. Every inhabitant, who 
has any property to protect, is included iu this corps^ 
whose duties are no amusement. Clerks and all subop* 
dinates are excluded. It numbers in the city of Paris 
55,000 men, splendidly eouipped, and by frequent drilhi 
exceedingly e£Rective. Tney are bound to fignty not for 
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4iiMr '^sacred honour," bat solely for tlieir ^livaa 
fetanea." Every member, if not eick, at 
intsrvalfly once in two months, perhaps, must don kte 
uniform, shoulder his musket, and give the day to 
flsnrice of his king and country. The man of eaac 
4Mienoe — the poet, too, if one can be found, who 
any property rights to secure, but those of copj^ — is fmroed 
to spend twelve hours of the day, warm or coldy wet or 
dry, marching and countermarching; eyes, now right, 
now left. Should business render it desirable, inatead <£. 
these, his all-powerful commander may assign hin, as a 
caatter of favour, the agreeable duties of mounting gaaid 
«nd making the night patrols. There is no excuse whah* 
«v«r ; he must go ; the only privilege ever granted is ui 
•absence of three or four hours, on application tn llm 
imtcher! I have often, when attending the lectaiaa aC 
fiicord, Dubois, and Sechel, seen them in their mufonBa» 
presenting a ridiculous contrast to their usual dresa and 
duties. But, as you can*t hear Monsieur's laaghable 
«:q)osition of the benefits of the garde nationale, liatea to 
tiie beautiful song which Monsieur Bureau is perfonaiaf, 
«Bd you will hear his words vocalized. It is called 
Jje Roitel^; and the singer is giving you his own 
Monsieur B. has composed and published masy 
aweet songs and waltzes. They are sui)enQr, in 
«Btimation, to the generality of French romances, which 
aeem to depend for their interest entirely upon the woordiy 
«fl the music is quite common-place. 

Much of my happiness here springs from these charBiiaK 
l^ple, whose kindness has greatly endeared them tD 
me. I cannot give them fame, I know ; but it ia a 
pleasure to express my gratitude in these letters, soaw af 
which Madame B. has read, and say that the memor|r of 
the family, in whose bosom I am welcomed, is a pmaiDfl 
Slower, destined to be one of the sweetest iouvenm d 
oay European visit. 

The myriads of strangers, attracted to this city, mm 
ffeally marvellous. Not many evenings since, I «^*Mani<ff^ 
to have a seat at the Opera Comique by the side af a 
•Swede of considerable intelligence, who spoke ~ 
with much fluency and ease. One canaot long <xniT 
with a<souBtryman of Frederika Bremer, without ! 

'« name, which, asa aaitaf middle tana, m aheai 
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veqnamtanee of ill her readers in the nost distant landau. 
SaoliiB^ie power of intellect and foodness in anion irA 
tnith and nature, to draw unknown individualBy and eToi 
Motions, towards each other. *'Yoar laranslatioiiSy'* be 
aaked ; " from what langroage are they made ? from ih& 
mginal f " I replied, " that I believed, they were akiCNrt 
vlK>lly from the Grerman; f&r I had a doubt, if these 
were a dozen persoos in the Union, competent to tranelate 
«)SwediBh work at the period of the first publication of 
fasr interesting tales." " Ah," he answered, '* I thiak 
ftey are not so rare, for I myself Jcnew one of your 
<iOQntrymen at Stockholm, who was a very talented nuui, 
asd 80 beautifully translated the exquisite Ohiidreu qftbe 
Lord's Supper by Bishop Tegner. I have seldom seen better 
▼ernons than those executed by Professor Longfellow. ^ 
Ah, if he would translate the writings of Frederika, she 
wenild then obtain that credit in America, to which her 
works entitle her ; at least it may not be too ranch te 
hope, that he might superintend one." " I shoald regret 
extremely," I rejoined, ^' that he should devote his time 
i» the labour of translation, for we are in the constant 
iiape of another work from him, sparkling with fresh 
gens of beauty, such as those so lavishly strewn in hie 
exquisite Hyperion, which has a charm, like that of tiie 
Oipera we are now witnesaing. La Sprene, one of AjaherHi 

At 1;he extreme end of the garden of the Luxemboiug^ 
crossing the space, wl^re the brave, though unfortunate 
Marshal Ney was shot in 1815, one «omes to the Obser* 
yiiory, erected in 1672, in most respects after the designs 
«f tiie celebrated astronomer, John Dominic de Casunsoi^ 
wiio was summoned from Bologna for the purpose. The 
edifioe is entirely of stone, neither wood nor iron entermg 
«t all into it« constructor. Daring later years, tfaie 
tailding proving inconvenient, the astronomical observa^ 
€»ns have been made in one near it of smaller dimensioae. 
In this is the meridian line, by which all French calcoltii* 
tioM are made. On the first floor of the Biain stroetawe 
is m 'telescope twenty-two fieet in length and tweaty-4we 
iabhes in diameter, which is, however, not now used. Jb 
tUs building are many other instrumeBts (tf andeat «nd 
modem manufacture. Here is a Bureau des Ltrng^uda^ 
mmauiAaa%<i two ^eometniauiSy Um JwtwiMioMn^ innro 
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aavigatora, and one geographer, with nomeroos aBOBtaatii 
who hold weekly meetings, and present an annaal report 
to tiie king, which is pablished. 

This edifice contains one of the most beantifal amplii- 
tiieatres in the city, which is used for a lecture room hy 
the renowned Arago, one of whose elementary -worin 
has recently been edited by Dr. Lardner, and pablished 
in New York. Eight hundred persons can be accommo" 
dated in this hall ; and so eager is the desire to hear him, 
that it is filled with beautiful ladies and wise men lonff 
before tiie hour of commencing. The room is embelliaheS 
witii fine statues in marble of Newton and Herscfa^; 
busts of La Place and others ; a painting of an appro* 
priate allegory adorns the ceiling. The entrance of the 
philosopher was greeted with demonstrations of pleafiure 
and honour, which are indeed the usual compliment to 
the popular lecturers in the various academies and schools. 
He IS of large stature, and five feet ten or eleven indiM 
in height. His head is bald upon the top, and elsewheio 
covered with long gray hair ; and his capacious face be* 
trays the vestiges of some sixty-five winters. All hie 
features are large and coarse, and his black and spark** 
ling eyes, which constitute the best feature he posssesas, 
are overshadowed, and nearly buried, beneath shaggy 
brows covered with hair, once black, but now thick- 
sprinkled with autumnal frosts. His moutii would be 
remarkable, were it only far its uncommon size; bntit 
absolutely engrosses the attention, as soon as it is observed 
how wonderfully it varies, and adapts its shape to 
every word that is uttef^d, displaying teeth yellow and 
mummified by years. No hair is sufibred to remain npon 
his cheeks. In point of dress one might be tempted to 
call it slouchy, could such an epithet be thought of in 
connection with so distinguished a personage. His 
clothes are black, but have not any of the spruce, attrae- 
tive look, that sometimes divests a widow's weeds of all 
their woe, and almost all their sadness. Those, on the 
contrary, of the great astronomer have an air of sinoeie 
sorrow ; and, as there was no especial reason for it^ prO" 
bably it was for being no better than they were. This 
nncourtly toilet is rendered more conspicuous by hit 
white cravat. 
' As a lecturer^ Monsieur Arago is plain and distinct in 
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his articulation and explanations^ so that even while cal« 
calating the distances of the moon and sun from the 
earthy he was so perspicnoas, that a child could follow 
him with ease. In the first portion of his lecture, which 
was concerning winds and storms, his frequent citations 
of experiments made in the United States brought to my 
mind Professor Espy again lecturing at Harvard College ; 
where the numerous collegians, who attended hia course^ 
<M>mplimented him by coming to a man, with open urn- 
lirellas over their heads. Monsieur AragOj in common 
with the French generally, employs much gesticulation ; 
mnd his performance, interspersed with frequent amusing 
allusions, elicited often repeated applause during its con- 
tinuance of two hours. 

The weather in Paris has been extremely unpleasant^ 
generally cold, with cons tantly recurring showers. Occa- 
sionally a day quite warm, by introducing a removal of 
some portion of one's clothing, exposes him to tiJce cold 
from the chill, which is certain to succeed. The French 
assert, they never knew such unpleasant weather at this 
season ; but the American residents affirm, that last year 
was just the same. The probability is, that very few of 
either have known what kind of weather it was any 
day they ever lived, and if they did, forgot it in a week. 
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Hopital de Bieetre, and itt Oeenpaati. The Hotgoak 

Half a league from the barrier D^Ralie is the H^pktfttl^ 
Bieetre, one of the most interesting ol all the <teriCie0 
wi^ which Paris is adorned. The first buildiiiff on iStam 
spot was the chatean, erected by John, bishop of WtaK 
cester, in 1204, and thence called after him Winontny 
which, twice altered in the lapse of ages to Bicfaeaire, 
and Bicester, at length assumed the name of Bic^tre^ hf 
which it is now known. In 1 632, Lonis XIII. bougfat i%. 
«nd established there a military hospital for inyalids; 
Louis XIV. annexed it to the Hopital de la SaipetrUrm ;; 
and it is now in all respects a similar establishment, csv* 
cept ^at it is entirely devoted to males, as the other i» 
to females. It is an immense range bearing the scam of 
antiquity, though well preserved. In an arehitectara]^ 
view, it is not so striking as the Salpctriere, for it waatv 
its grand church dome rising majestically from the centre 
of masses, which appear to be one entire structure. 

This building is divided into five departments. Firat^ 
the reposansj who are the servants of the various hospitals 
of the city. At a certain age they withdraw to this re- 
tirement, where a comfortable home is afforded them 
during the residue of their lives. Then come the infirm, 
who are at least eighty years of age — the oldest in tibe 
house having reached ninety-seven years. Persons, "who 
have turned their three score years and ten, compose the 
third department. The fourth consists of the infirm poor, 
and those of all ages, who are infected with an incurable 
disease. A melancholy miscellany of insane, idiots^ 
cretins and epileptics, constitutes the fifth and last de- 
partment. The first four departments number four thou- 
aand persons ; the fifth alone nearly nine hundred. The 
air of^comfort, which surrounds these aged men, is grate- 
ful to a lover of humanity. There they are, with their 
locks of silver, seated aroaud the courts and gardena^ 
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costnted and hapfyy, clwttiiig together ; or, if still pretirjr 
streng^ parsuhig the avocatioiui of former days^ and 8flU>* 
ing' to vieitors the producte of the hidae^ whidi 
amuses them ; such as carved work^ eocoa rings fat nap^ 
kins^ pin-cases^ little boxes, and other things. I noticed 
the table of one division sttt fior dkaer ; axni the pewter 
service, brilliant as silver, proved the care and neatness 
that pervaded their domestic economy. Four hundred 
persons sat at this board. The individual daily allow-* 
aoce is a portion of soup ; one and a quarter pounds of 
bread, white and good, four ounces of meat for dinner^ 
accompanied with some vegetable, a dessert of cheese^ 
and a quarter of a pint of wina To tiiose over seventy^ 
years of age, the quantity of wine is doubled ; while the5r 
who have been thirty years in the house, receive a double- 
f^lowance of everything. The cost of each is aboufc 
ninepence a day, and the whole annual expeose, t)iirty*M. 
six tiiiousand pounds. There are no private dormitories^ 
but from twenty to a hundred sleep in a single room^ ^ 
When flick, they are transferred to the hospital^ andk 
receive every requisite attrition. 

It is the fifth division, however, tiiat demands our 
deepest s^mpat^es. Po^ creatures! sunk briow iSb» 
level of humanity, wanting the faculty of reason, yelc 
witiiout possessing instinct, its substitute in brutes, they 
form the saddest spectacle tiiat can be presented Uh 
human eyes. Tenderly should they be cherished b3P 
human hearts. And well has that obligation been heret 
redeemed. How soothing it is, even to the ordinar^r 
feelings of our nature, to behold the humane attention'^ 
which is paid to them, thongh mbject, as many are, tor 
the most filthy and disgusting^ habits ! Their dormitor]F' 
is perfectly pure, and free from the least odour; tfae.^ 
waxed floor reflects the face of tiie visitor ; and the beds 
are scrupulously clean and neat. This ward is a model for^ 
all similar ones that I have ever seen. The most faith«» 
ful and unremitting labour alone could have accomplished . 
tins herculean task. The buildings appropriated to tiie- 
lunatics are long and low, rising to a single story onlyv 
The most strenuous exertions are used to sustain them ib: 
complete order. The oaken floors of palaces cannot but** 
pass the brilliancy of Hbe daily waxed floors of tfaes»' 
cells. Olieir food is little better than that of the othar 
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tenants of the hospital. I thought it strange i^t wine, 
which has more or less effect on the head even of a sane 
man, should he senred to them at the rate of half a bottle 
a day—- sufficient surely to plant 

" A dagger in the hett-oppressed brain.** 

The patients are distributed into three dinsions, each 
imder the charge of a separate physician, who has nothing^ 
to say in regard to the treatment of the others. This dis- 
tribution has no reference to distinction in the maladies 
of the patients. Each of these primary divisions is sub- 
divided into three others with respect to their degree of 
tranquillity. Among the notabilities is an Albino, said 
to be eighty years of age. He is exceedingly active, 
and a living proof that this peculiar people are not necen- 
sarily short-lived. 

The curative efforts vary from those in all other lunatic 
establishments in the city. Every motive is used to 
induce the patient to employ himself on something of Mi 
own free will. Many are consequently engaged in rega* 
lar labour; some making hats of straw, others fancy 
baskets, and the like. In connection with the institution 
is a farm, where numbers are employed with distin- 
Snished advantage to the crops and their own healtb. 
There is an establishment qpon it for the raising and fat- 
tening of swine, where every operation is performed by 
tiiese invalids, in preparing them for the market, down 
to the moment of their quitting the yard, dressed and 
quartered. But this particular department I did not see. 
Some of the patients, whose health or tastes give them a 
preference for other employments^ are provided with suoh 
as suit them. 

Among the various means adopted for their improve* 
ment is the establishment of schools. The patients 
generally belong to the lower orders, which in Franca 
and through Europe indeed, are lamentably ignorant. 
Few know even how to read and write, which of course 
become the principal branches of instruction. There 
have been some, though none are here at present, who 
have prosecuted more advanced studies. The widls of 
the school room are embellished with pictures drawn 
with a pen, like those which decorate the writing acade* 
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BiieSi io niimeroQs in ever city in America^ to which oil 
paintiDgs and other ornaments are added. This treat- 
ment, I am told, encceeds beyond expectation ; bat I do 
not know what was expectea. 

One ward is appropriated to those, whose minds ha- 
bitnally brood over plans of murder and arson; some 
were pointed oot, who had killed a mother and a sister, 
and one who had murdered two men in a diligence. Hie 
friend who accompanied me began to ogle the door. The 
gnardian, however, re-assored him by stating, that no 
attempt ever was made on the safety of visitors, nor even 
of the medical attendant, in his dmmal round, for they 
regarded them as beings endued with superior power, 
whom it would be idle to attack. It was the guardian 
himself, who was the object of all their persecution and 
vengeance. But on glancing at his muscular frame, I 
felt quite at ease on the score of his security. Tet not- 
withstanding his commanding presence, he frequently 
receives blows from their fists and wooden shoes. Yon 
must not suppose, however, that his strength is used in 
contending with his patients; it is, on the contrary, 
merely employed for their hecessary restraint. In no 
lunatic asylum is a patient permitted to be struck. 

There are not many objects of general interest con- 
nected with this establishment. A well of prodigious 
dimensions mav, however be considered as one ; said to 
be five hundred feet in depth, and fifteen feet in diameter. 
This statement seems extravagant; yet it is certainly 
immense; for the sound of water thrown into the awful 
abyss, requires a great length of time for its passage to 
the sofface. It is worked by machinery, propelled by 
twenty-four insane men, and is but little used, as an 
aqueduct from the river now supplies the hospital with 
Wftter. 

Near the Pont St Michel is situated a structure, which 
attracts the notice of every stranger visiting the city, in 
consequence of the publications of travellers ; and yet it 
is a building possessing no interest in itself. Composed 
of stone, without pretension ; plain, and even insignifi- 
cant; without a sign or fiag, or anything else to distin- 
guish it, every body would be in danger of overlooking* 
one of the most extraordinary places in Paris, were it 

X 
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not for the number of people seen constantly enteriogj 
and soon returning from the enclosure. Following the 
multitude to-day, I entered a sm^U room, divided into 
two parts by a glass partition, to which the company is 
prevented from making too near an appproach by an iroa 
railing. The crowd of dirty blouses, charcoal-men^ 
Washer-women, and hucksters of all sorts, is so great^ 
that we are kept for some time at a little distance. A 
quantity of clothes is hanging: on nails around the apar^ 
inent; such as are near are of poor quality, an old cap^' 
.and the well worn garments of a man, having the ap-* 
pearance of being rough-dried, wrinkled, and much 
soiled. Beyond these, in the middle, hangs the apparel 
of a woman ; — a pretty, open worked straw bonnet with 
a neat riband, a crape shawl, a dress of white cambrio 
and body liuen of fine texture ; from all which the water 
is dripping. Still farther on, are male garments of costly 
materialH, dabbled with blood. 

The enormous straw hat, which has obstructed our 
view for a long time, is now attempting to retire, and W0 
can begin to see through the glass — " Oh, horrors !" said 
my fair companion, " what an awful sight is this !*' 'Tin 
the Morg^ae ! — the dreadful spot which I have shuddered 
to think of, and never wished to see.—- Oh, let urn 
go." I had seen enough myself, though a contemplatioa 
of so many hospitals, museums of anatomy and (wattoir9 
had given me nerve, and I was not so easily disturbed, nm 
my pale-faced friend ; so we went on. Iron frames inp-* 
porting inclined boards to the number of eight or tea 
were arranged round the room, into which we had looked. 
On these, directly underneath the collections of dlotheeJ 
were outstretched the bodies of their wearers, stripped 
naked, with the exception of a slight covering of small 
«ize about the lions. Of these unfortunates, after inqniryi,; 
I obtained the following account. 

The character of the first might be read without mook 
difficulty in his red and bloated face, bearing indelible 
traces of the ravages of strong drink. He had bees 
4rawn from the Seine, into which he had thrown himself^' 
or unintentionally fallen. The body had evidently re^j 
nained some days in the river, and becoming thus patrsM 
cent, a constant shower of water was projected npon it 
from a cock| which was fixed above; as well as all th% 
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other incliued frames. The owner of the feminine ap* 
parel was' a girl of twenty-two years, and more than 
tommonly handsome. Her delicate features were as 
white as marble, contrasting strongly with her hair of 
jetty black, which fell in deranged but luxuriant masses 
upon her beautiful shoulders and naked breasts. She had 
just been taken from the water, and there she lay in such 
sweet repose, that, but for the associations of the place, 
one might have imagined her a Nereid in placid slumber. 
The morning papers gave her name and history. She 
was not a goddess, but only a poor grisette, who earned 
a meagre subsistence by daily labour. She was employed 
in a shop to sell goods, and had lived in pleasant harmony 
with ayoung clerk in tiie same establishment many years, 
fint latterly, it seems, he felt her charms to be less at« 
tractive; and, growing tired of her society, he had fo- 
mented a dispute on purpose to effect a separation — and 
«o he left her to seek another companion. The poor girl, 
however, being not gifted with the same selfish facility, 
or heartless infidelity, found herself unable to support the 
ostrangement, and sought a reconciliation. But in vain. 
Her false lover had accomplished his object ; and, thtui 
abandoned, she felt that the only way 

" To briog repentance to her lover. 
And wring his heart-strings, was to die." 

A leap from the Pont Neuf, where tiie swift Seine rami 
most rapidly, and all was over. 

The other body was a Spaniard from the West Indies*' 
A long pnrse in Paris very shortly exhibits to view tte 
terrible epitaph : 
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Mene, Tekel, Uphusin." 



Bat when the gambler puts his fingers into it, the catefH^ 
in^be is too sadden to admit any promonition. GonstantI 
loiaes had nearly exhausted the ample funds of this oiw 
faappy yonth, when one day, in the private apartment of ib 
«Bfe, lie report of a pistol was heard, and he was Izh* 
«taBtlv foond entirely dead, having his head shocking^ 
nangled by the awfnl act of eelf-destraction. 
To this boUdisff are conveyed tbe bodies of vsknoir^ 
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penoD8> wbo meet with accidental or violent deaths. If 
not claimed by any friend, they remain three* days, and 
then are interred at the public expense. The number 
thus annually brought is aboat three hondred^ of which 
one-sixth only are females. 
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Royal Lunatic Hospital. Dr. Foville. Price of Board; Tteatme&t; 
Curious Practice in a part of France. Pyramidal Heads. Flat Head*. 
Blockheads. Ill Treatment of infants.-— New Jersey Hospital fiir tli* 
Insane^ Departure from Paris. 

Yesterday morning I heard a lecture on Insanity at La 
Salp^iriere, and this morning I went to the great Royal 
Lunatic Hospital at Charenton, about seven miles from 
Paris. By means of the omnibuses and early risin|r> I 
got there at nine a. m., and attended the visit of tiie 
physician, the celebrated Dr. Foville. This institution was 
founded in 1 644 by the minister Sebastian Leblanc ; anb* 
sequently converted to a boarding house by the Brothers 
of Chanty, for the care of lunacy, and in 1797 changed 
again to a government establishment. It is most beauti* 
fully situated on the summit of an eminence, which coii»- 
mands an excellent prospect of the city, the Seine and the 
country around, now in the pride of its glory. The bank 
of the river, and a small island, which is a dependence ef 
the hospital, are covered with trees of various descrip- 
tions, of which poplar, maple, and horse chestnut ar& 
the most common and conspicuous. The poplar is not 
here the same miserable ragged runt as in the United 
states. In its native soil, uninjured by the mild winters, 
it towers aloft a very handsome oraament to the landscape. 
Jt is said, with how much truth I cannot vouch, that 
those in America are all of the same sex, and reproduced 
by offsets mostly : and that, even when springing fitna 
the seed, like the races of mankind, they have deteriorated 
from want of '^crossing," so essential among animals is 
;the raising of a vigorons and healthy ofSipring. 
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The edifice itself, though bat partially boilt, is a patem 
of the kind. Some jrears ago a bill passed the Chamber 
of Deputies appropnating two hondied thousand poondv 
to its coDstraction. More than one half has been &iished 
at a cost of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds, 
which completes the accommodations for males ; the fe« 
males are still in the old building, soon destined to give 
place to one in correspondence with the male depart- 
ment. Doctor Foville, the physician, resides in the city, 
and makes four visits to the patients every week. — 
There are a resident physician and apothecary beside, 
who have the charge in the meantime. Few men are 
better qualified than Doctor Foville, for the care of such 
an institution. An uncommon union of suitable qualities 
renders his superiority evident. In person, he is of good 
flize, and endowed with strong athletic powers. Hiff 
countenance has a peculiar expression of gentleness, 
decision and reflection. Were we to notice his voice 
alone, so particularly sweet, soft and winning, we 
should be disposed to characterize him as a good-natured 
man, but deficient in firmness ; but when one remarks his 
treatment of the patients, and his general conduct, it is 
easy to recognize his possession of that resolute deter- 
mination, 80 indispensable to his office. In no situation, 
perhaps, are the scrapes and congSs of a Frenchman so 
productive of real good, as in the management of the 
insane ; the angry passions of the furious are calmed and 
softened by the deference which such manners habitually 
display. In going his rounds the doctor had some ten or 
twelve hundred bows to execute in the space of three 
hours. Thus polite to the patients, he certainly was not 
less so to myself and friend — Doctor Selden, of Norfolk, 
Virginia; — and from this visit we bore away witti ns 
not only a knowledge of the construction of the building 
•—erected after the plan of the disting^iished Esqnirol— 
the method of classification and treatment of the pa- 
tients ; but many hints and ideas of value, which he 
communicated. As the feelings of patients might be 
sometimes injured by hearing observations made respect- 
ing them, he chiefly spoke in English, which he had at 
perfect command. 

The patients are of two classes, who pay respectively 
tiiirteen hundred, nine hundred and seventy-five, and six 
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Imndred and fifty francs a year, inclading -vrathinir. — 
Juel, private servants, and incidentals swell that amo^nl 
of course. The rooms, which those of the highest class 
occupy, are really very fine. They have a channiny 
aspect, commandiDg the delightful view before alluded 
to, and are handsomely supplied with mirrors^ clock* 
and other furniture. During the periods of exacerbation^ 
no distinction is maintained in the classes; they ar» 
removed at once from their rooms to another department^ 
where their noise would be heard only by those aa 
^rious as themselves. In the treatment of the patients; 
very little, if any, medicine is given ; opiates and sedar- 
lives with extreme rarity. The cold douche is not an 
uncommon means of soothing the excited state into 
which they frequently relapse. The doctor in speaking 
of it expressed his opinion, that it was a remedy of 
in^eat power, but — should be used with extraordinaiy 
oare, and by no means so indiscriminately, as it is fre* 
qnently done. Cold baths, and sponging the body witb 
oold water, are often employed. As a means of oon* 
£nement, the strait jacket is the principal. A treatmeni 
of kindness is now generally adopted througfaoat the 
world ; rarely indeed do we hear at this day of mardem 
or other outrages perpetrated by the insane. Take » 
•ane person, plunge him in a dungeon, enveloped in filth, 
and exposed to the inclemencies of the weather, load 
him with irons, throw him his victuals, as you would 
toss bones to a dog, and it would not be very marvelloflui 
if he should revenge his wrongs sometimes by violenoor 
as startling aa any that have ever been committed by the 
crazy man. An instance of the powerful operation of 
kindness, on a disordered intellect is furnished in a 
jroung girl, not wanting grace or beauty, who in another 
institution killed two of her fellow-patients* She i» 
jcalm and rational here, and needs only kind words and 
gentle management to render her, what she has become, 
an agreeable tenant of an apartment adorned in a style 
of costly luxury. 

In this institution there is less apparent confinement^ 
than in any similar one, that I have ever seen. The 
windows have none of those horrid looking iron bars^ 
"Which characterize a prison. A grating of wire, nearly 
t^ size of a pipe stem, seemed designed more for 
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iprotection of the grlass, fhan the security of a captive 
prisoner. The doors were open with few exceptions, 
ftnd their clothe^ were in their rooms^ so that they could, 
take them, when they wished to promenade in the court 
Ibelow. Though one hundred and eighty persons were-, 
attached to the establishment having the care of the 
patients solely, without including the private servants^ 
'Uiere was no symptom of surveillance. As a peculiarity 
in the practice of Doctor Foville; I noticed that he- 
made no concealment of their malady, but conversed' 
with them on the subject, as he would have done of any 
bodily disease. This I think much better, than the sub- 
terfuge and evasion so commonly resorted to for the 
concealment of the patient*s complaint, which is sure,. 
Booner or later to be discovered by him; and infor- 
mation, thus obtained, is likely to be productive of much 
detriment to the patient. 

As we went round the long galleries, Dr. Foville 
pointed out to us several persons whose heads were of 
a very peculiar form, more or less perfectly approaching 
Ibe. pyramidal; the face might represent the base, and 
file occiput the apex. Their foreheads were particularly 
flat and narrow. In reference to them he remarked, ths% 
this species of head was peculiar to a particular depart- 
ment of France, in the same manner as the flat-heads of 
the Indians are peculiar to one tribe. In this district* 
more children die at an early age than in any other; the 
diseases being principally convulsions and other maladies, 
which depend on the health of the brain. More insane 
come from this, than from any other quarter of the Mng- 
dom, in proportion to the population ; {(nd finally, more- 
cases of idiocy, epilepsy, and the like, than elsewhere. 
fSThat is the cause ? Evidently the peculiar shape of the 
kead, which pervades the people of that whole regioi^ 
ivho aU participate in this deformity, in a greater or lest 
degree, without a single exception. So universal is it 
Meed, that some painters and sculptors, regarding it aer 
IQm natural head of man, have drawn from this source» 
Ijheir beau-ideal of beauty ; and fixed upon the sloping^ 
ihoolders of their Yennses and ApoUos, heads gracefoUy 
ZLsing in taperin|r pyramids. 

An investigation, of this extraordinary phenomenon haa 
litem made» and the cause diecovered^ The Flat-Head^ 
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lodians are known to alter the form of their infants* headff' 
by preasare on the Bkall, when its bonea are in a more or 
leas cartilaginous state, and not yet firmly united. From 
this fact it was suspected, that some snch prank was prac« 
tised on these children of France ; and, sdre enoagh/it has 
been found, that mothers and nurses have been employed 
for centuries in the wholesale business of driving mad« 
xnaiming, and murdering the children of a particular dis- 
trict. This enormity has been committed by puttingr a 
peculiar cap upon the heads of their tender omipring, and 
nstening it tightly there by means of a strong band ; and 
this simple cord has killed its hundreds, and diseased an 
entire region ! With the Flat-Head Indians the pressure is 
in another direction, and may affect the intellect, while tiie 
nutritive organs are* unimpaired. Dr. Foville mentions 
an autopsis made on one of these countrywomen, who 
had the venous circulation so impeded, that a large 

Slexus was formed, for the accommodation of which a 
eep cavity was sunk in one of the lobes of the brain. 
So that from the silly ambition of improving the beautiful 
proportions of nature, men have succeeded in produdngr 
the valuable varieties of pyramtdaUheads, jUxt-headSy and 
hlock'heads. In the meantime, the other sex have not 
been idle ; but their abilities, it is well known, have been 
principally displayed, at least of late^ at the other end of 
the human specimen. 

And now what is the use of such a narration, which 
is not to be read by medical men ? It appears to me, I 
oonfess, though probably in pure simplicity, to enclose 
the kernel of something capable of a fruitful application. 
In Yankee land the head is not thus hooped ; the fact is' 
granted ; but the body — ^is the body firee to grow, as Gk>d 
designed it P The swath bound tightly round the body 
of the infan^does that do nothing P Are the internal 
organs left to their perfect development? Is the pres* 
sure on the liver nothing? How often do the helpless 
creatures vomit the healthy nourishment they swallowed 
just before I May not that be caused by pressure on the 
stomach P I have seen the liver of a woman marked 
with a deep furrow, ploughed by the screw of the corset; 
cannot a similar mark be seen in the liver of a young- 
child? Should any one deem these interrogatories fool- 
ish, pray do not impute the folly to Dr. Foville; he i»" 
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entirely iimooent, for they are none of his. One thing i» 
certain — ^no injary can be done by guarding against tight 
Wdages on the flexible, half-ossified body of the young 
duld. 

The patients are resolved into three classes ; the most 
torbnlent, the comparatively quiet, and the convalescent. 
There are also rooms, where some in intermediate stages 
are temporarily placed on trial. One young man from 
the West India Islands, entirely nude, was bouncing 
about a room, whose floor was covered with straw. He 
was a recent inmate. In another was a man, who came 
from the country to bring a neighbour just attacked* 
He was returning homeward with his companion in a 
state of excessive excitability ; but before he reached hicr 
house was seized in a similar way, and the same 
manacles, which he had put upon his friend, were 
fastened on himself. 

Notwithstanding the excellent accommodations, which 
aie here afforded ; the healthy situation of the hospitol ; 
its real beauty, with the high reputation of its physicion, 
I was informed, that few of the nobility or rich bourgeois 
were sent hither, but that private establishments were 
perferred, where high charges were thought to gaarantee 
superior care and attention. For myself I must ao-^ 
knowledge, that I never saw in any similar institution so 
many advantages combined. Of the beauty of the 
mtuation I cannot say too mach, thoagh at the hazard of 
frequent repetition ; it is indeed unrivalled, and with the 
sanguine aspirations of a life just commencing, I can say 
from my heart, that here I shoald be extremely happy to 
spend my days. 

The accomodations are now sufficient for five hundred 
and fifty patients; the future buildings will in some 
degree enlarge them; beside, one wing, having been 
recently finished, is not yet occupied. I observed by 
your Daily Advertiser, that New Jersey intends shortiy 
to build an Insane Hospital within her borders. Let not, 
I pray, the Hospital at Charenton, constracted from the 
pian of the greatest man, who has ever been engaged in 
the treatment of these unfortunates, be overlooked or 
disregarded. At any rate whatever else is neglected, it 
is to be hoped, that the form of this edifice will be 
adopted— a buildmg of a single story. This will neces* 
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Mrily occupy a greater extent of ground; bat it will; 
create nameroas courtg between its walls, allowing free^ 
exercise to the patients in apparent liberty under the; 
trees, which should be planted there. To crown thoj 
CBiterprise with success, may the State be so fortunate as 
to secure for a superintendent a learned and gentlemanljr 
•«-4n short another Dr. Foville ! Without a competoit' 
physician, the State will, after all, have only turned some^ 
thousands of dollars into stone and mortar. 

This is my last letter from Paris, which I leave witfai 
•motions of sadness, in two hours for London, through^ 
Holland and Belgium, by Switzerland and the Ehine. Ac 
month or more probably will be consumed upon the way, 
ef which I will attempt some hurried sketches taken o&. 
the wing. 

And now I must take a reluctant leave of thee, ma. 
helle France, I did not think, when I came among thy. 
people eight short months ago, alone and friendless, that 
tA would ever give me such a pang to part. But they^ 
liave twisted themselves around and within my hean^ 
and I have begun, I feel, to shoot out radicles of affoe-* 
tion^ which are fast rooting me to thy beautiful country, 
Farewell to tiie land of the apple, the grape, and tW- 
olive. For these, and thy mild skies, thou hast a name,, 
and others may admire thee. Bat I love thee for thy 
great and famous men, thy refined and lovely women^ 
aead the many dear friends, that I have no sooner fouBd^ 
tban I must lose for ever. Alas, that is a melaxkcboly 
word to say, and wraps up a serious and momentoiuk 
tfaought. Tea— -we shall never meet again. The scenfi» 
in which we have mingled with such delight the past 
Jbw bright months, will be repeated here another year : 
bat we shall no more see them together. In two houni l 
depart in the diligence for Geneva, and shall travai 
aaveral days and nights, without intermission but for th» 
mmal meals. Adieu, then ! my heart beats tumuitaoualjr' 
ffft all» who have bew so kind to me, and I try ta» 
articolate — Farewell ! 

<' But wherefore could not I pronounce Farewell ? 
I had most cause to bless them« and yet Farewell 
Stuck. In my throat." 

Pans esdst to me bow only in the memory. That ei4si 



» KTVr BQTTSXa*. 3S1 

•f ' ibe w^ldy and all that it containt to captiya^ tlw 
antiqiarian, or philaikthropisty the man of letters or of 
taate, has yamshedy for aught I biiowy iitto some such 
staff &a dreams, or the bodiless spirits of the air, are 
made of. But the acqaisitions I hare made> and tiba 
pleasures I have enjoyed, I cannot be deprived of — they 
sre yet mine. How p^reat these are^ it does not becoma 
me to assert; but it will not be deemed assumiag t(> 
observe, that few days passed away, when nothing new 
or curious was seen. No grand celebrity scarcely has 
been omitted, of which I am aware, except the cata-- 
combs, and the tomb of Napoleon, now in the process of 
erection. The reasons assigned for refusing the admis* 
nkm of the public to the former, are various ; the princi- 
pal of which are, that their lives would be at hazard 
from a possible downfall of the roof; and also, that gun- 
powder might be introduced underneath the city, anc^ 
jeopard its safety, if not existence. Yet, though the pen 
may describe these wonders with more or less of vivid- 
ness, it is a personal inspection only, which can set the 
living attributes of reality before you. Our country is 
80 wanting in those things, of which Paris is so abun* 
dantly productive, that a narrator is seriously embar- 
rassed to find objects of comparison. 

Paris is left behind, and the friends I made there can 
never more be seen by me ; but while I live, their sensi- 
tive hearts, their sweet and fascinating manners, and 
their tears so freely shed at parting, will be nursed like 
tropic flowers in my warm memory, flinging their bright 
colours and perfume over many a wintry day, that will 
doubtless overtake me. In a world of perpetual change^ 
absence^ like death, will embalm these summer friend- 
ships, and preserve them forevermore the same. My 
worthy hostess, good soul, with a kindly disposition, but 
wayward as the wind, was at the starting place to see 
me off. . She brought with her a bouquet, composed of a 
rose bud surrounded by forget-me-nots — ^her own gift; 
and another from her neighbour, which was a bunch of 
pensez-a'tnoi with a simple rose bud in the centre, en- 
veloped in green leaves. I had also in my pocket a 
pretty purse, the handiwork of a dear friend given me 
just before I left mj lodging s , as a gnae d^ttmitie with a 
note accompanying^ it. Shoold modesty prevent my 
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showing it to yon, as a cliaracteristic specimen of fbd 
taste these gracefol creatares throw aroand every act of 
life ? I thi^ not. And so, premising the very flatter* 
ing foot, that the less the trnth, the greater the compli* 
ment^ here it follows verbatim : — 

** Souvenir de I'interet, que Mons. A. K* G. a lu inipirer en Franee am; 
penonnet, qui ont eu le plaiair de le connaitre. Anaia D n ■, J* 

le 17 Juin, 45. 

We kissed one another a la Francaise — on both cheeks, 
and between — ^in the coort yard; and a tall, robost 
cavalry officer from Sardinia went throagh a similar evo- 
lution with a grenadier of Paris. The clock strack 
twelve — the conditcteur gave breath to his horn — ^the pos* 
tilion cracked his whip — ^the horses bounded forward — 
the Barriere de la Oare was passed, and — ^we were hars 
de Paris, 
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BLAVO AMD THE JuXOffaAU AlP^ ll. 6tL 

ILLUSTRIOUS MECHANICS, (Th« BOOKd) af JBanpa 

and America, It. 6d, 

TRAVELS n SICILY imj> MALTA, by P. BanKNn I'.B.Q, 

The LIFE of WASHINGTON, by K. Paulding, U. M 

LIFE IN AMERICA ; or, the Wigwam and the Otddn, la. 6tL 

The LIFE of PAUL JONES, It. ed. 

SELF-CONTROL; by Mrs. Bnmton, 2«. 

CROMWELL, an Historioal Norel, by W. Hearbatt, U M. 

The ROMANCE of REAL LIFE; by Charlotte Smith 
ls.^d. 

The DISPUTED INHERITANCE; or, the AdTottiirai of 
Cheralier D*Angiiilhem, by Alexandre Domai, 1$. 6dm 

The LIFE and OPINIONS of TRISTRAM SHAITDT 
Oomprifling the Hamoroiu Adventures of Unde Tdbj and 
Corporal Trim, by the Rev. Lawrenoe Sterne, K.A., U. 6<L 

HUMPHREY CLINKER, by Smollett, 1#. 6d. 

MARIE ANTOINETTE; or. The CheTaHer of HaiMm 
Bcmge, an Historical Romance of the French BevdiitioB^I^ 
Alexandre Dnmaa, In, M 

Wk» CHRONICLES <^ FRANCE for the Reign oi Qbm§m 
YI. ; a Romance of Real Lifci by Alexandre OoBiaii 
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List of Cheap Book^ 



j4t One Shilling each, 

BLIND ALICE ; or. Do right, if you wish to be Happy. 
JESSIE GRAHAM; or, Friends dear, but Truth Deares. 
FLORENCE ARNOTT; or. Is she Generous 1 
ORACE AND CLARA ; or, be Just as wtM as Generous. 
ELLEN LESLIE; or, The reward of Belf-oontroL 
The BOYS' BOOK o» FUN, illustrated with 100 cuts. 
LIFE OF CAPTAIN COOK, the celebrated Navigator. 
LIFE OF MUNGO PARK, the African Trayeller. 
LIFE OF BRUCE, the celebrated Traveller, 
^e CHILDS* BOOK OF BIRDS, with numerous cuts. 

BOOK OF ANIMALS, ditto. 

BOOK OF FISHES ahd INSECTS, ditto. 

— . BOOK OF FABLES, ditto. 

LIFE OF BARON TRBNCK. 
The HOLIDAY PRESENT. 
PICTORIAL STORY BOOK. 



The YOUTH'S STORY-TELLER, with cutEf, handsome^ 
l>ound in scarlet cloth, demy ISmo, It. Qd, 

The LIFE and ADVENTURES of ROBINSON CRUSOB 
lllnstrated with cuts, do., la. 6d, 

Th6 NEW JUYENILE SORAF BOOK, illostrated wOi 
4ButBy do.^ It, 6d, 



Lia qf ChMp Book9. 



At One ShiUing each, (^Royal 32mo.,) 

The TOUNG MAIDEK ; her Moral and DomeeUo Datie8» 
LOUISE ; or Life and its Bevealings. 
The MOTHER'S TRIALS, by Charles Burdett 
ALICE GORDON, by Joseph Alden, D.D. 
MEMOIRS of Mas. A. Roaiafl. 
ELLEN HERBERT, or Family Changes. 
CHANCES and CHANGES ; or, Life as it is. 
The LAWYER'S DAUGHTER, by Dr. Alden, 
PORGET ME NOT, a Token of Loye and Friendship. 
TALES and TRADITIONS. 

WILBERPORCE'S PRACTICAL YIEWS of CHRIS. 
TLiNITY. 



OCTAVO FOOLSCAP, CLOTH. 

At One Shilling Each, 

MODERN HISTORY, from the French of M. Miohelet. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS in ROME ; by Dr. Kip. 

TRAVELS in AMERICA; by Dr. Dwight 

ADYENTURES in SEARCH of a GOLD MINE. 
. THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY : or. Sketches and Aneo 
dotes of Celebrated Actors. 

TALES and SKETCHES by R. Stone. 
' The ROSE of PERSIA ; a Tale of the East. 

The INSURGENT CHIEF ; a Tale of the United IMmmtk 
- The BATTLES of EUROPE; or, the Camp and Qaart«> 
Beck. 
^19 IRISH CHIEFTAIN ; w, the JUm of life and DeMk 
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